
 

 

Victoria Park Library Facebook Post – Tuesday 12 January 2021 

This week on Time-warp Tuesday we meet the man behind the name of Bush Street, St James. 

 

Private James Willie BUSH was born circa 1883 in Horwich, Lancashire, England. He was the son 

of James and Maria BUSH (nee BOWDEN) and was one of nine children born to the couple. 

James snr was a labourer by trade. In 1909, James married Alice CHISNELL and a son named 

George was born to them on 29 January 1911.  

 

At the time of the 1911 England Census, Alice is listed as being a cotton weaver and James an 

iron worker, most probably for the Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway Company (as listed on James 

attestation papers for World War I). The family immigrated to Western Australia in March 1912 

aboard the S.S Runic. They lived at three addresses during their time in the Town of Victoria Park 

– 47 Albany Highway, 307 Albany Highway and finally 20 Mackie Street, Victoria Park.  

 

James enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 17 April 1916, and served in the 28th Battalion, 

16th Reinforcements. James was killed in action at Bullecourt France on 1 October 1918. He has 

no known grave. Lest We Forget Private James Willie BUSH. 

 

If you have photographs, posters or other items that tell the story of Victoria Park and suburbs, 

we would love to see them. Please get in touch on 9373 5500 or email 

vicparklibrary@vicpark.wa.gov.au #LoveVicPark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 


