Group Captain Thompson RAAF (Retired)
General War Record

After joining the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) in World War 11, I did my
elementary flying training at Narrandera (NSW) and then my ‘wings training at London,
Ontario, Canada.

After graduating and thus receiving my pilot’s wings at London , Ontario Canada , I was
posted to an ‘operational training course’ in Canada flying ‘Vega Ventura’ aircraft. After
completing that course 1 was posted to England on a RAF Base flying Venturas. During
my travel time to England from Canada most of the Ventura aircraft were lost on
operations and the squadron was converted to B25 ‘Mitchell; aircraft’.I did another
operational training course on B25 aircraft and was then posted to operations (226
squadron ) with a RAF unit. The squadron was part of the Tactical Air Force with the role
of bombing panzer divisions, enemy troop concentrations, bridges and other operational
targets immediately behind the enemy forces.

I completed an operational tour of the required 50 operations and was then posted as a
‘staff pilot’ to the Aircraft Research and Development Unit at Harwell, England .After a
six month stint there, I returned to Australia in December 1946.

Because of injuries incurred during operational flying, I remained in the RAAF for
specialist treatment and review.

In 1953 1 was posted to the United Nations Force in Korea and initially went to the U>S>
Navel Air Force Base at Iwakuni Japan. From there, I served the mandatory tour of 15
months in Korea and returned to Australia in December 1954.
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