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PERIOD OF SERVICE: 

28 July 1915 to 2 December 1919 1
st
 AIF 

1588 days total effective service with 950 being overseas service 

 

 
Photo of Gor as a Sergent with the colour patch of the 60

th
 Battalion 1

st
 AIF 

 

 



AWARDS: 

 
British War Medal, Victory Medal, Croix de Guerre (Belgium) 

 

 
WW1 Returned From Active Service Badge 

 

CROIX DE GUERRE (BELGIUM) 

 

Gor was awarded the Belgium Croix De Guerre for valour.  The Croix de Guerre is 

bestowed to individuals who distinguish themselves by acts of heroism involving 

combat with enemy forces. Gor’s was awarded for service on the Western Front 

during operations  

 

 
 

http://img.carters.com.au/26381.jpg


 
Gor’s original citation for recommending an award. It reads: 

 

During operations on the 8
th

 and 9
th

 August 1918 ths NCO did splendid work.  On the 

8
th

 when the operation was held up he showed great courage in moving up and down 

the line under fire and organising the Lewis Guns of three platoons so as that they 

would give good covering fire and thus enabling the sections to continue the advance.  

By his fearlessness he inspired the rest of the men.  The splendid example set by this 

NCO is worthy of recognition. 

 

SERVICE SUMMARY: 

 

This is a very brief summary of Gor’s service history, taken from photocopies of his 

original service records. 

 

22 July 1915 – Enlisted – 20
th
 Castlemaine Depot Battalion 

25 Nov 1915 – Transferred to 13
th
 Infantry Reinforcements 5

th
 Battalion  

29 Dec 1915 - 13th Reinforcements departed Melbourne HMAT DEMOSTHENES 

17 May 1916 – Joined 5
th

 Battalion in France  

25 Jul 1916 – Wounded in Action, Gunshot Wound to Head – Pozieres (Somme) 

30 Jul 1916 – Transferred to hospital in England 

14 Oct 1916 – Transferred to 60
th
 Battalion 

4 Jun 1917 – Promoted to LCPL 

30 Jun 1917 - Promoted to acting SGT 

4 Sep 1917 – Reverted to LCPL 

4 Sep 1917 – Promoted to CPL 

4 Oct 1917 – Promoted to SGT 

5 Jul 1918 – Wounded in Action 2
nd

 Occasion - Mericourt L’ Abbe (Somme) 

8 Aug 1918 – Wounded in Action 3
rd

 Occasion – Harbonnieres Area (Somme) 

27 Sep 1918 – Transferred to the 59
th
 Battalion 

20 Oct 1918 – Admitted to hospital with influenza 



22 Nov 1918 – Rejoined 59
th
 Battalion from hospital 

8 Jan 1919 – Charged with AWL 25 Dec – 27 Dec 1918 – case dismissed 

12 Jan 1919 – Awarded Croix de Guerre for actions on the Somme 8/9
th
 Aug 1918 

25 Apr 1919 – To England for RTA 

10 Jun 1919 - RTA HMAT Port Littleton 

5 Aug 1919 – Disembarked in Australia 

2 Dec 1919 – Discharged 

 

ENLISTMENT and TRAINING: 

Gor enlisted in the army 22 July 1915.  According to what I can ascertain his place of 

enlistment was Melbourne, not Apsley.  It appears from his records that he initially 

trained with the 20
th
 Castlemaine Depot Battalion however I have not been able to 

find out anything about that battalion. 

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed 

in training units in England. These were located in the Salisbury Plains area.  

 
Letter from Gor’s parents giving him permission to join the AIF 

 



 
Gor’s attestation (enlistment) paper showing personal details 

 



 

A photo taken during training which I think is in Australia, I believe Gor is bottom 

right 

 
Embarkation roll, Gor is the fifth name from the top 

  



 
The troop transport, HMAT DEMOSTHENES that Gor travelled to England in. 

Gordon Douglas Thornton Munn 

Service number: 4248 

Rank: Private 

Roll title: 5 Infantry Battalion - 13 to 23 Reinforcements (December 1915 - 

November 1916) 

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918 

Date of embarkation: 29 December 1915 

Place of embarkation: Melbourne 

Ship embarked on: HMAT Demosthenes 

Ship number: A64 

Gor’s embarkation details as recorded by the Australian War Museum, note that his 

name is the wrong way around.  

 

BATTLE HONOURS 

Gor’s service was all on the Western Front.  During his service with the 5
th
, 60

th
 and 

59
th
 Battalions he saw service in the following battles for which Battle Honours were 

awarded: 

5
th

 Battalion 

France and Flanders 1914 – 1918, 4 Aug 1914 – 11 Nov 1918; The Somme 1916, 1 

Jul – 18 Nov 1916; Pozieres, 23 Jul – 3 Sep 1916 

 



 
Colour Patch of the 5

th
 Battalion 

 

 

60
th

 Battalion 

France and Flanders 1914 – 1918, 4 Aug 1914 – 11 Nov 1918; Bullencourte,3 – 17 

May 1917; Ypres, 31 Jul – 10 Nov 1917; Menin Road, 20 – 25 Sep 1917, Polygon 

Wood, 26 Sep – 3 Oct 1917; Poelcappelle, 9 Oct 1917; Passchendaele, 12 Oct 1917 & 

26 Oct – 10 Nov 1917; The Somme 1918; 21 Mar 1918 & 21 Aug – 3 Sep 1918; Avre 

4 Apr 1918; Villers Bretonneux, 24 – 25 Apr 1918; Amiens 8 – 11 Aug 1918; Albert, 

21 – 23 Aug 1918; Mount Saint Quenton, 31 Apr – 3 Sep 1918; Hindenburg Line; 12 

Sep – 9 Oct 1918. 

 
Colour Patch of the 60

th
 Battalion 

 

59
th

 Battalion 

France and Flanders 1914 – 1918, 4 Aug 1914 – 11 Nov 1918; Hindenburg Line; 12 

Sep – 9 Oct 1918; Saint Quentin Canal, 29 Sep-2 Oct 1918. 

 

 
Colour Patch of the 59

th
 Battalion 

 

 

CROIX DE GUERRE 

 

 

 

WOUNDS 

Gor was wounded on three occasions.  On the first occasion, in which he received 

gunshot wound to the head (GSW), he was repatriated to England for recovery.   On 

the other two occasions he remained on duty and the exact nature of his wounds is not 

known. 



 
Gor (signified by red cross) recovering in hospital after being wounded on the first 

occasion.  Note the bandaging to the head. 

 

 

The wound stripe kit. 

The metal stripe went to the outside of the sleeve, the backing bar went inside and the 

spring pin held everything together.  Gor would have been entitled to three wound 

stripes.   

Notification letters to the family informing them Gor had been wounded.  Note the 

vast information provided, particularly the first wounding 



 
 

Parental notification of first wounding 

  

 
 

Parental notification of second wounding 

 



 
 

Parental notification of third wounding 

 

 
 

This letter was sent to the Loyal Border Lodge Apsley informing that Gor had been 

wounded.  Note date some 12 months after the event. 

 

 

AFTER THE WAR 

 



 
 

The Apsley War Memorial 

 

 
 

The Apsley War Memorial with side showing Gor’s name  

 


