
Death of Second Lieutenant Eric Cotterill 
13th Battalion AIF 

9 May 1915 – Gallipoli 
 

The Fortian, magazine of Fort Street High School, of July 1915 advised that Lieutenant Eric Cotterill, 

whose death as Sergeant Cotterill was announced recently, fell while carrying out duty in charge of a 

reconnoitring patrol. He had been recommended for a commission as second lieutenant, but the 

notification of his promotion did not reach his commanding officer till the day following his death. 

The following account of Second Lieutenant Cotterill’s death was provided by Major John Norton 

Edmonds of the 13th Battalion on 16 May 1916 from the trenches to his father:  

“Our trenches are within a few hundred yards of those of the enemy and it was necessary to get some 

estimate of the force opposing us— a very dangerous mission. Volunteers were called for, and Sergeant 

Cotterill with five companions offered to obtain the required information. It was no rash, impulse that 

prompted him, for he knew well how dangerous the task was which he had set out to do. 

Ever thoughtful of others, he sent back the youngest member of the party, as he thought him too young 

to take up such a dangerous work. The party left our trenches and managed to get along unobserved 

for a few yards. 

Sergeant Cotterill then raised his head to ascertain if he was moving in the right direction and almost 

immediately was struck by the bullet which killed him. ’Twas a man’s death, met doing a man’s work, 

and Australia must be proud of such as he. He was among the best of our very fine N.C.O.s, and his loss 

is a great one for his regiment, where he held a high place for his soldierly ability as well as his 

manliness and gentlemanly ways. 

I trust that when time has softened the severity of your great bereavement, that the knowledge of how 

he died will be a source of consolation and pride to you all. ‘Pro patria mori’ is a splendid epitaph, to 

which might be added in Eric’s case, ‘Simple duty has no cause for fear.’” 

Source: The Fortian – July 1915  
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