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World War Two (1939-45)

Service Records often hold the key to understanding the experiences
of men and women before, during and after conflict. But they are not
always easy sources to read.

This guide will help you to understand Australian service records from
World War Two. It contains:

I.  AIF/CMF Service Records (i.e. the land forces)
II.  RAAF Service Records (air force)

[ll.  RAN Service Records (navy)

IV. Reading handwriting

V. Keywords and abbreviations | e & MRy gy 4™

VI. Handwriting exercise

VIl. Where to go for more help
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N~ A.A. Form Meb. 1
\
- ) (evised July, 1840).
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MILITARY FORCES.

READING WORED WAR [#SERVICE RECORDS

MOBILIZATION ATTESTATION FORM

To be filled in for all Persons at the Place of Assembly when called out under Parts IIL or IV.
of the Defence Act, or when voluntarily enlisted.

AIF/CMF SERVIEE RECORDS [y

Unit % GARRISON_BA I TALIUN.

Enlisted for war service at. [eaer ck (Place)

- ek Prohtn (g 2 P (D)

Parts of AIF/CMF Service Records

During World War Two, Australia maintained two armies: the Second AIF (for
overseas service) and the CMF (also known as the Militia, for service in Australia

and New Guinea). AIF members’ service numbers contain an X.

Service Records normally contain three groups of documents:

1. Attestation Paper. In the CMF this was the Mobilization Attestation Form and
in the Second AIF it was the Attestation Form for special forces raised for service
in Australia or abroad. It was completed on enlistment and normally gives ad-

dress, next of kin, age as well as date and place of birth.

2. Service and Casualty Form.
For officers, this was the
Officer’s Record of Service,
which had a slightly different
format. This form shows
movements, transfers be-
tween units, absences
through wounds or illness,

promotions and decorations.

3. Other documents. These

include discharge forms, cor-

& oy, b% b e

] o ind PN Mt
respondence with the ser- | B N e S ?"34
-b..f,,' A 3 Ad, 2 oL Z ? 3 3

viceperson or their family, and £
’ | w‘ﬂ?ﬁ?’"’im-m’éégf;&f

receipts for medals. | Sl

answ,
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)/ AA. Form Meb. 1
oo (Revised July, 1940)
[ ——

MILITARY FORCES.

READING WORED WAR [FSERVICE RECORDS

MOBILIZATION ATTESTATION FORM

To be filled in for all Persons at the Place of Assembly when called out under Parts IIL or IV.
of the Defence Act, or when voluntarily enlisted.

AIF/CMF SERVIEE RECORDS [ai s

BLOCK CAPITALS)

Unit.* GARRI §0N BAITALIUN.
Enlisted for war service at. [eaere ek (Place)
- 7 ) Lo ir .ﬂt‘, Koo (State) 2 € rpLr (Date)

The Attestation Paper is a two sided form, sometimes compressed into one page. The
front page gives personal information, such date of birth, address, occupation, and next of
kin. The person enlisting signed the form at the bottom; if the signature is readable, you
can use it to check the spelling of his or her name. The second page records the medical
examination and (sometimes) the oath. Soldiers had to be passed medically fit (Class I) or
an explanation given for how they could serve. The actual enlistment date is the day the
oath was taken.

< R~ 2 e AA Form A200.
- } AUSTRALIAN @ MILITARY FORCES

ATTESTATION FORM
FOR SPECIAL FORCES RAISED FOR SERVICE IN AUSTRALIA OR ABROAD.

Army No, —-‘/* QY4 \
Surname S/¢££ H/’-/’/ Other Names. . (ﬁw

Unit

Enlisted for service at W
i/

: Date of

N A A,

-

o /’@/// 37_’
A

Questions to be put to persons called out or presenting themselves for voluntary enlistment.*

(0 a2 I il A A MY o
1. Whas is your name t .. { (BOCK 1FTTENS

Ol ta %474-««4.”

{ 3. Inor near the town of Zd“"‘ e—“(‘-\-
2. Where were you bom ? -

1]
S
0
—~+
3
1]
=]
=3

in the state or counsry of At~ &,

3. Are you a natural born or o nsturalized Bnh-h Bnb)eet? I 3 S
the lattor, papers arv to be prodeced. ., i y

(4 3‘, -—}V
4. What is your age and date of birth ¥

X 4 % 258} lmanrn.nh 4" (‘,7’7’
6. What is your trade or cccupation ! o w' &

. Date of birth
‘& Occupation

6. Ao you married, single or widower ? ” P ﬂ""\—’—’zL S
7. H-nywmviomhun«lmuﬁnnml u“ -'hmlnd .
in what arm t .. ] .
+ Next of kin,
8 Whmmv m:;l u:: of kin?  (Order cl‘:hlxdnuhn‘—-—!:‘fe
b s et day futh notie st heot!
eldest -mnm‘ddm hlllt'hbl:dn :da::hnur-w) sy address and
relationship

“""CHARG

. eseessscsscsscces
eeccccscccccsesececese, M WHAEL yous permanent add

§This is the date
Reg Sheehan
§took the oath:

: 13/10/39. This
made him legally

10, What is your religions denogag
be enswered if the man hu a conscentious o
doing o) .. Gt % "

s (0/"“ A g\ce_/\.n.-\ - -l do softannly declars that the

abore answers by me to the above questions are S — == o o

.
:asoldier.
* The -mnwﬂlbo'mnimldmuheglnhhumx -nvdlknq-\-nhu-nul-lln!hw besvy peraltion ander

Cecsesessssssscscscsned the 'dv--.-A«,
D 3330 32, €. 13051.— 1008
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READING WORED WAR [ISERVICE RECORDS s M

the Defence Act, or when voluntarily enlisted.

A.A. Form Meb. |
(Revised

MILITARY FORCES.

To be filled in for all Persons at the Place of Assembly when called out under Parts I or IV.

/03
Army No..2./b

AIF/CMF SERVIEE RECORDS

Surname

Unit 4 G/?«-“HASON BALTALIUN.

[t ok

Enlisted for war service at.

it 20

(State)

Christian Names //e‘“"‘f Olinies

2 € s

The Service and Casualty Form (or Officer’s Record of Service) is where you will find most of the
information about what happened during the period of service.

. Transfer from one place, hospital or unit to another
. Changing status (e.g. promotion, disciplinary action, decorations)
. Wounded, missing, dead

It often also contains other medical information. Please treat this information with respect when writing
your biography, particularly if it is not related to service. So instead of stating specific illnesses, you could
write that the serviceman was hospitalised for an infection.

A Casualty Form was written on by many different military clerks, often with quite different handwriting,
and contains many abbreviations and acronyms. It is often hard to read.

Army Form B, 103 |

(Menrintsd, Sty 1oen )

1 (Adapted,

| 1 / SERVICE AND CASUALTY FORM Army No YRe 45880,

Unie.. 7044’/[”«/ [ ot A e 5

Rank ... f“ ............... mmmmx NS L b st kiimts T TN IG BV R R e M A | Surname BARASST,
|l|l| I. e, ) . { M ond ');-'-Aldlv
Date of Enlistment 15th July, 1940, Marital Condition liarried,
Place Caulfield,  Vioctorias. Next of Kin Elze Bryant Barassi
Date of Birth 24/10/1913- ,,,,, - ? Address of Next of Kin 10 Howard Btreet,
Place of Birth Guildford,  Vioctorie, . Brunewiok, Victoria,
Trade or Occupation Motor Driver, Sl R L
Religion Church of Englend. Relationship Wife, L
88 ification—Colour of Hai Fair e B ¥
Medical Classification- ‘len-ﬁ-L Identification—Colour of Hair . 5. Eve lue
(On Enlistment) Distinetive Marks_Appendix Scer,
i
REPORT ceneding -[x' prklens  (aeting, temparkry, besl ‘ Ubatantive) Dals ke x”‘,s
=~ \ =5 Lo d g al 'u.-utlt\ | Casualty p ,

Date :IAV| Ahcmtabkldsh’ aed: esbarkRtian from & Thaakrs ‘ol wae - (el ,‘.anr R
15/7/1940. C.C.R.JAD, Teken on strength R.R,D, 15/'1/19]40. Caulfield. R, 0. 14a/an/4c.
21/7/49. %/A’J 7 4y 7///0 /5 ,/,{ fnm7 /9»( f(ru 7. ﬁ) ;/7/4, ‘{éf/,ﬂw{,«. 1t 3 e jfun A
27 10 o /"“,’l lot ')a)(l Ly z/w e /mv 287 s 2 inedon "")r‘ ':éw‘,‘ 3 .;.‘f(
Ab-7-ue He 15 178 T]A.jﬁn_-/.r /1“%4’/’341.4#174" 7ok B W2 57 ud ,,.J-&/Jv% Sany 4%, A2 A

1910000 (€ hupieh Lol fo lansadd Mrani Basons Miony) @ rova | Kpstoas Axek v
12 13 4o | Wad ek, Ko ecdon .,(u( el Aot et ' JIE
s .; A ¢/ ',.'-‘1»:4:[_1 ‘J“/ / ) S : g
A 3 4y FoRe /~ e My C /5 focllorrea. iovd) Tiacs 7 | Geit A ‘(
TR0, B ’)ﬂmoé,/("é{ 4770 cfz//'é/ o ‘.
;J /47| -.4&1 L }/""“ g ol IR G, /éa A L 2//‘117('/ &) poi 224159 A4S
J. 5. K00 ik poone 1 Q55 PoST IOW e s l" 3 e uV-l S/ss ¥ ”‘/
et e 4,44-4/, vl 1P W et r Zid 24 YAliat. A E ,/// 415 /,/
) Md/ ’C/a 4 4 7 e
i Bai
& Pyacrilacy Aras M4
l B J 46 GRA Y CHECK

When the event was

reported, not when it
happened. Note the
unit; otherwise ignore.

: : This is the most :

+ important field:

what actually
happened.

When and where the event
actually happened: this is

important. Often quite generic:
O’seas, ME (Middle East).

© 2019 Virtual War Memorial Australia

References to the

military filing
system; this can be

safely ignored.




= pOKTA B ONE— -

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

READING WORED WAR [FSERVICE RECORDS

To be filled in for all Persons at the Place of Assembly when called out under Parts IIL or IV.
e Defence Act, or when voluntarily enlisti

AIF/CMF SERVIEE RECORDS ,,;‘.i, .

Unit.* GARRISON BA | TALIUN.
Enlisted for war service at. [eaere ek (Place)

- B Paebolin (st 2€ /'~’7 et (Date)

Marks/Scars

PART B—Personal details—compiled by Unit: PART D—Compiled by Ech. & Rec.: 4/4f
1. Home address. e L RETUENS, (1A YL/ Casite 5. Details for Certificate of Discharge No. y %7 H 3
....... S : s S S Unit (for discharge purposes) ..~ 9- : ALY R, Ser\”ce Records Someumes

Date commenced F. T D / (A../ . Date of Birth.=./.2. /3% Served on continuous Full Time War Service in the . .

State whetheri— CLLE . t0om 39 12741 1030/ 101 4 contain  discharge  papers
Maorried, single, No. of Dependants in respect of whom HF . fromZl 1 M0/Y L 102 10 ) Ak Z
e dependant’s allowance is being paid:i— for a Total Effective Period® of /</27 days, which included . .
ovidower—_LIKALED.  Under 16 yrs =16 yr. & over L Active Service in Australiat D8, doys and which can provide a wealth of

2. Present Dex"p"on of 5°'d ier:— Modical Coses Ouly Active Service O/S Austrotiot 240 ¥ doys
Age 24 _yrs. months [AMR & © 253A(1) (d) Decorations and Awardst during that Service: . . .
e e : o s . information. This man served
omplexion. Wil — N

I = Wr Bodga¥ /7 Eniered : in the CMF 1940-42 and in the
which employed - [Disabitiny % Class arx Badgc chlsler
3. Operational Service:— Dvschq)ged from the and discharge
e "1.::%:::" e S Qonfirmed vide S/chedurNNM AATh s v sk Second AIF 1942-46, before
——ttl - )L 143 —’M o ] SR rom.
e e B & o i being discharged for
3 RPN AR v f sy ~  Date.../. ../.. Officer i/c Ech‘ ond Rec.
VB I R R 6. Details compiled by .. Xk % ; oA
WO T, OO o o 17 ST o Ve AAF.A101  written By checked by ; disciplinary reasons.
At From Entered Discharge Certificate Register Loz
o k! - e /‘\ Entered Wi
AN / obtaine: R
Part B compiled by:— 2 Y i

PART E—To be signed by Soldier on discharge:

Date....2.2 LT 1946 7. | hereby acknowledge receipt of:
(a) Certificate of Discharge No 474f47

PART C—Compiled by Ech. and Rec.: (b) Army Form A.131 pur;}orlug to contain my Will,
4. Non-effective Service:* (c) Waf B’édge No...... L N.L S
NONEFVECTIV] 3#’4 ) Bofp QLT A34Y Signature of Soldier d. "‘AJ':"!L[‘(L
Ve \;J? ; 4 2 JGCB\/\ /i/ Signature of Wi 'm%bdu,xk

Y, “Bfective Period” means the period of servite, less on ¥ consecuty 21 _dg;
A ‘u»w“ . o fhore for fhich the soldier was not entitled to poy.

. / t (Australia|means the mainland of Australia and Tasmani ia. ?
deermmremnnm § Boaa ot Inchade War Madalt:

i,

S Thi . . 1 1939/45 STAR. . ot N e &0 ol o0

i This document shows the service {or: | 5 | ApRICA STAR. . | ...\

: campaign) medals, issued to all sol-: 3 9» WwithlstClasp | ... .| Checker. . .. .. .. ...
: diers who met the eligibility criteria. 1 »  With8thClasp |......| AWARDS WITHHELD
: : 5 | ATLANTIC STAR .. , T R A

: Charles Coombs served in the Pacific: 6 |- A.C. EUROPE STAR

: Theatre and so received the Paciﬁc§ 7 | ITALY STAR

: : : 8 | FRANCE & G. STAR |\

EStar. He also received the 1939/45E 9 |' PACIFIC STAR oK s e
EStar, the Defence Medal, the War: 10 | BURMA STAR | 1‘”‘ UTHORITY

: Medal and the Australia Service Med-: |11 | DEFENCE MEDAL | . !
sal. See www.defence.gov.au/Medals/* 12 | WAR MEDAL N

E| ial/WWII . 13 | ASM. N PRbRer. s o o
: Meera ' : 14 Despatcher...............

TO WHOM DESPATCHED.O5 St 557 . Pennaps
S S ’

Reg'd Parcel No. 4 L%q,b paTE...] &) 1V
RECEIPT
Serials Sig

AHQ Press—3443—09/46—T10m DATE

id-
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http://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/Imperial/WWII
http://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/Imperial/WWII

i a——" ERSONAL RECORD OF SERVICE — OFFICER:

) ) SURNAME
READING WORED WAR [FSERVICE RECORDS - R _ Name '
3 Next of g i;::::shlp
] A\ = Kin 3
RAAF SERVICERECORDS  iwzova m

Personal Record of Service

This was a printed A3 sheet. The Airmen and Officers’ forms record much the same information but with
a different layout: basically, the Airmen form has numbered sections and the Officers’ does not. If your
person was promoted from Airman to Officer the file will contain both forms, and you will need to read
both to find all the relevant information.

This form gives most key information about a person’s service. Pay particular attention to these areas:

* Sk st P mit sonBeble LS o o g PERSONAL RECORD OF SERVICE—AIRMEN i St 15489,
1. -w 2. *CITIZEN FORCE.
................. =
N ~ { - P -
. Personal HAUG 5. CHRISTIAN NAMES & pugloe Mo il 6 Ne. 224179
. 8. SINGLE S 9. NEXT _ Name 10. PERSONTOBE _ | Name y
. informat'ion: MARRIED  § OF §! Rolationship INFORMED  £| Relationship
N WIDOWER = KIN &) Addres OF 5] Address
. . 3 i
. marital status, DIVORCED |3 i casvaLTiEs 31
© 12, NATIONALITY
ol
. DOB, next of 3 :
: 13. PREY. TRADE & TRADE QUALIFICATIONS 4. ENLISTMENTS & RE-ENGAGEMENTS. 15, PRI-\ NAVAL, MILITARY or ,\“‘( SERVICE,
i = : = 3 coration, etc. I
. kin, etc. ENLISTED iNO, 2 REC, CENTRE the duratice Unit Decoratioes, ot oty
Seccccccscscscscs of the War axd & perod of twelve montha thereaftee [ u:é,r‘-'{/d Liy §Acs 2 g/,, e
oay 5 KG Bazs " 2o Authorityealll s 7 300 v Ot Q8o prer/t o
ee0cccccccccccce ¥ - et e Y via-y
M o | RE-ENGAGED
N . {
+ Enlistment tor ol
. =
. P - ‘
. date . ‘ J
.
eecccccscccccce o - q‘
1. MUSTERINGS, Tee Par o ﬂ POSTINGS. \
: i g ] ~ Posedto Das] | Aw
On Exlistment ¥ _ AIE 198 y R _VV Y - 21T s @A TR Ndio
Remustered to pr 555 A A/ v 3,/73 L STT s R |35TT. gos/aa
7ot neaal 4 iy | 7 “/‘4 3 A\ LA Queet Vel eq n e |1t Shfpe
Futler ctlorio CR LT [2m.w.5pm. =5/u ;Mi,w y-3 -4 W50, I3/43
; : he r H K b £ ywrr s ;//__;
‘ A tho fila b o R e e S
‘ G b Nt G, {4 Vioootsens 16944 ot wis. Yoy
“ \3‘9 r0 Moak, _Lihfils a0 & Qv |Lowsu sosvv
¢ ! N Ao ﬂuled{"...((-,. .Lo‘ n/,-..tm 178 5. fv A3 »o,(,,
RN\ /:;‘17 soa e |, /o
< ‘ "“ a . FR 7 Fs
le\Q¥ \ 3RpP 3.0.0
r 2N
ils_ PROMOTIONS, RECLASSIFICATIONS, REDUCTIONS AND Rl:\'il(fll)}ﬁ. 2. Aﬂ;l MENTS,
" Description " Date | Autharity 2ol “Attached From To] | Authority
T -9 > |
A T Jbbfuz 1A = DESENES TS T L o
Aol b0 42 |21TS. #blsa. A% ot Sl ryre P T
LA £ «N Wity filied |
|
\ = ! ) | ‘ 7
, MOVEMENTS AND MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 123
| 5 3 - / —
/ | o ek ‘Y i _"r«.u/ 4;/ At 0e |aine . o
{ a4 £ f-
19, #” _ SPECIAL QUALIFICATIONS. C o (S S A o}/ vt 1wt AFAUS(r) En Domels PO 05340

: Promotions: enter these ¢ Postings: The first and last postings 3 : Decorations: mostly these :
I ’ : . : . :
s mtci your person's : ¢+ will probably be to trainingand ¢ will be service medals, *
. Service History with  : : . ) e : :
. dat . . holding depots respectively (which *  butlook for bravery  :
. ate. . . . . . . .
Secescesscsscesscsssecnnce ces ¢+ are of little interest), but look for : decorations too. :

¢ Squadrons or similar. Enter these : Booesencncee seecceeceeree

: into your person’s Service History :

as Transfers with date.

© 2019 Virtual War Memorial Australia



e ERSONAL RECORD OF SERVICE — OFFICER:

SURNAME

N\

READING WORED WAR [FSERVICE RECORDS

Name

tﬁf‘}d} 4 b 2 Relationship
g o Ni(‘fn"‘: Address

RAAF SERVICEERECORDS  zEwzvras

AUTHORITY POSTI
Branch Gax. POR Toated To
ap. /7% Dseaz, R A
z 2% vy (o casfhe’

Py

Jefore conpiling this forn read the notes to R
Supplenent to Apnendix III (Part II) War z.nunl ?a“t 20E e

S0, HRLES . LIOLIIES L llanr

(In full in bioeck eanitdis, v' e (r;r act

tirth.. . licdon..sseaseroenes
Last Bnlisted. .. .&zwl.... . Current Eng

A‘ deservist, wWhether %
“hich Class l"""t-') .................. £ingle or Widow

"‘4‘5‘“" The RAAF personnel file may

sjame and Address of pezson (or persons) to be L}Io) 4,.. of ,sswltie
T Oren At /év(!»u,,/ fOlace

r . 0 tic / /Y
et i /)....f:.?.’f;’-..nengicn M éc.v‘sxfau;z @otes

“ 0 ‘eide frorge XSV TR contain other documents:
el tionshin o BT e (irTn?ém - | -
l;n;_alte;ati.m to _:‘;ége ’?zcél)kro aotions) to be made by erossing out ani enllstment Or attestatlon pa perSr

writing aboves

Eovc::%x—ggu Casuslties. Pro: )'ic-xs, .ﬁ%é.?lh pointnents (r.d.d Cond uct Sheets’ and RAF
Tait | onit Date ;\uffxg&\ iy ;:ccrtimcfn SEMSSEARER
P N P PR KW M ST documents if the person was
;’;:Fhm _Aeitios IP »l-’n-v- >
(re7 s (femett T/ RY. seconded to the RAF.

70 & NN leerdioe s fPfet. | 777

LTS | 2 £8 | V6fe 02 M%s m.)fﬁfﬁz_w

e RBE L2

Gkl )51V

UPPRE | 1B 3 43~
w rpec (o) grol e S b3, =
Jorp) gev VIR o U 2y. ¥. N} % ’: ;z’ .:’JF'M/_-

2 o1y dlide, | 22 10 w> Wj” rf P —
,(ﬂlﬂ. 3'34 n.:&_zw___‘_"

to be guoted will be the

/7.ep.Rec | G 1. o3,
.r 5 -lc. ©. s H-G. sl
W“en on active "E"‘IiCl. oV
\ rial nunber of the 3.P.5

oA

: The file often contains a head-and-
shoulder photograph of the person
: taken at enlistment. Zoom in as far as
you can and take a screenshot of this
photo, so you can use it as your per-
son’s Key Image. Make sure you note
information for the Caption (in the
format “Enlistment Photo of Person X,
Service Number”) and the Attribution

(“From NAA Personnel File” with link).
a7 424179

424179
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READING WORED WAR [ESERVICE RECORDS

RAN SERVICEERECORDS

RAN service cards are short and simple but provide good high-level information
about service. The first page will give all the relevant personal information: date
and place of birth, height and appearance, next of kin, enlistment date and

occupation. Beyond that it will normally only give changes in rank, the ships or
depots he or she served on and the dates for each. This information can be

entered into your person’s Service History.

© 2019 Virtual War Memorial Australia



,"\/ AA. Form Mob. |
u (Revised July, 1840).

MILITARY FORCES.

READING WORED WAR [FSERVICE RECORDS

MOBILIZATION ATTESTATION FORM

To be filled in for all Persons at the Place of Assembly when called out under Parts L. or IV.
f the Defence Act, or when voluntarily enlisted.

READINGHANDWRITING EEramymn

Unit . % GARRISON Ba ) TALION,

Enlisted for war service at. [eaere ek (Place)
- ek Pahntin (g 2 € (PL(Date)

This can be the trickiest part of reading World War Two service records, but don’t let it stop you
from understanding the document. Think of it as a puzzle or a coded message: start by finding
words that you can read easily. Write it all out; this ensures you read every word and helps you
spot gaps.

Follow the steps below, stick with it and you will get there.

‘O.cfoc«u,é u».,(ﬂl(

(/;’/.2»('1 re el « 4«(
47'(*7!«. /2 Z (/.{./ ‘
/Mom.o /&a/ C" /5—{
—:iw¢éﬁé/¢er 74 /// "D/amé

Disembarked

Appointed L/Cpl

Evac 1 A Gen Hosp (Papill... I:j ‘ve ,éz. l /a.( ((
Promoted Cpl Y Z AR

Discharged 1 AGH.

A few techniques for reading those difficult words:

. Use the context. Can you guess the uncertain word from those around it? Can you at least work out
what sort of word it is (e.g. a name, a rank).

. Bear in mind this was written by a clerk who was probably in a hurry. He may not have crossed his t’s
or dotted his i’'s. He may have had difficulty fitting his letters into the space.

. Compare the difficult letters with other letters in words you can read. Perhaps the clerk has an
unusual way of writing an S or a D, and you’ve seen it written in another word. Writing out these
letters to form a “letter key” (as above) is a really helpful technique. But not foolproof: note the
similarity between k and L in the example above.

. Beware of letter combinations. The letters in often look like m; h can look like k or d; n can look like u.

. Werite down the possibilities in a difficult word: (1) the letters you’re certain of, (2) the letters where
it might be a d or a h or a k, and (3) the letters you have no idea of. Work through the various
combinations until you have one which fits.

. Isolate the difficult words and get someone else to look at them — without telling them what you
think the word is.

© 2019 Virtual War Memorial Australia




T i I A.A. Form Mob. 1
A B ONTE \/ avied 1, 1605

£.DAT
READING WORED WAR [ESERVICE RECORDS

MOBILIZATION ATTESTATION FORM “

MILITARY FORCES.

To be filled in for l.llPrsonl tth le fAnemblywhmulldout\md Parts IIL or IV.
e Defe voluntarily enlisted.

KEYWORDSAND ABBREVIATIONS e e vt

Surname ...

Unit .4 GARRISON BA 1 TALION,

Enlisted for war service at. [eaere ek (Place)

Although it is great to be able to read every word in a Service Record, sometimes
even professional historians find this difficult. You can get around this by looking for
important keywords that will help you to discover and tell the story of your soldier.
Here are some of the main keywords and their common abbreviations, so you know
what to look for. Remember: different clerks might use different abbreviations.

See also: www.naa.gov.au/collection/explore/defence/abbreviations.aspx

Common What it means Example
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Lines of Communi- |L of CArea | An Australian state (e.g. | A R e R RS
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Take on Strength | T.0.S. Transferring to a unit, 7/1 é P 2 ’/‘ : '/
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Ditto door” The same as above
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MILITARY FORCES.

MOBILIZATION ATTESTATION FORM

READING WORED WAR [FSERVICE RECORDS

To be filled in for all Persons at the Place of Assembly when called out under Parts IIL or IV.
of the Defence Act, or when voluntarily enlisted.
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Those are the techniques.
Let’s practice.
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Here are five lines from a Casualty Form for a Second AIF soldier who
fought in New Guinea. Bearing in mind there are abbreviations here,
make a list:

3 Which words can you read easily?
3 Which can you probably read, or read with difficulty?

3 And which can’t you read?

Let’s narrow down that middle list, the words you can read with
difficulty:

3 Which letters are you sure of? Write them out.

. Of the letters you’re not sure about, do any resemble letters
in the words you know?

o Apply the techniques we learned on previous pages. Look at
the list of common abbreviations.

. What was his offence? And what was the punishment?

Now you probably have most of the words figured out, with a few you’re
still not sure of. What type of word needs to go in that spot? Is it a place
name? Ask other students, or your teacher. If you still can’t work it out,
take a screenshot, attach a link and email the Schools Program Manager:
schools.program@vwma.org.au.
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Sometimes no matter how hard you try, you just cannot find the information you need.
That is ok; there is a lot of help out there.

For help with understanding abbreviations, look for our forthcoming Glossary, or:

https://www.awm.gov.au/glossary/

http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/explore/defence/abbreviations.aspx

Can’t find the answer there, or have other questions about the service records? Visit the
Virtual War Memorial Schools Program page on Facebook and post your question. We will
answer your questions as quickly as we can.

Or email us at: schools.program@vwma.org.au

A group at Headquarters 11 Divi-
sion listening to the radio for
news of the projected Japanese
surrender.
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