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| Lieutenant Harry For conepicuous gallantry at LE VERGUIFR on 1BtH
| DOWNES, M.M.. September 1918, during attack on the Hindenburg
1 Lines Lieut. Downes had charge of the
colleotlon of all prisoners of the Brigade (wnild
totalled approximately 1500). This duty
entalled hie personal supervision in the forwar(
area, lmmediately behind the attacking troops.
Despite the very heavy Artlillery and Machine
Gun fire, which swept the area, Lisut. Downes
moved about from plaoce to place, colleoting,
arranglng necessary escort and directing prison-
-ers to Brigade Head Quarters. The cheerineass
and example set by this Offlicer, under most
gt renuous conditions, inspired all, and the
neceesary task was carried out without a hitoh.

Immediately the Brigade wase relieved from
the above Sector, Lieut. Downes was detalled
for dquty with the 107th. Regiment, 27th. Americ
Divieion, for a further attack on the Hindenbur
Bystem. On 26th. September 1918, when the
above Regiment attacked the vilhge of BONY, Lley
Downes was personally in charge of the supply of
all rations, ammunition &o¢. of the attacking
troops. This was a most dlffioult task on
account of the inexperience of the troops engage
and in order to ensure that eupplies of rations
ammunition &o. reached fhe attacking troops,
ILiesut. Downes repeatedly gulded vack animale
and transport forward under exceptionally heavy
artillery, machine gun and rifle fire from the
enemy. selected poslitions. The grounfl traverse
wag abgolutely torn up by artillery fire and
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