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Who Gave the Sword to My Father?
Family of Former Australian Lieutenant Seek Information

‘I Got It from Commander.” Lieutenant Captured in Omine Coal Mine

The family of a former Australian lieutenant who had been held in the POW camps in
Fukuoka and Oita Prefectures during the WWII is investigating the origin of his relic, a
sword. It is believed that an Imperial Japanese Army commander in Omine had handed over
the sword to the lieutenant at the end of the WWIIL The family plans to donate the sword to
the Australian War Memorial in Canberra as a war historical material, but before that, he
wants to know how and why it came into the hands of his father.

Mr. Peter Williams (66) runs a business in Adelaide, Australia, His father, Ron (deceased in
1977 at the age of 57), joined the Army leading a Tasmanian tegiment. In 1942 he was
captured by the Japanese in Timor.

Ron was held in the camp located in Nippon Mining Saganoseki Refinery (at that time) in
Oita City for nine months from September 1944, After that, he was transferred to Omine Coal
Mine which straddled the three towns of Kawasaki, Oto and Soeda in Fukuoka Prefecture,
staying there until the end of the war.

The sword is about one metre long, kept in a brown sheath with a decorated hilt. According
to Peter, Ron did not talk much about the Wér, but when it came to the sword, he said “I got it
from a Japanese commander.” When friends from the regiment visited, he took the sword out
and looked at it nostalgically.

“My father paid respect for the Japanese until he died. He never spoke ill of them. It is a
simple sword, but I would imagine it is fuclled with some thought beyond friend or foe.”
Peter says.

According to POW Research Network Japan, a civil society group working on research on
POWSs, a document created by the General Headquarters of the Allied Forces showed three
names of Japanese chiefs at Omine Coal Mine at the end of the war: Okada Ryuji, Kodaka
Sakao and Harada Isaichi. There is a possibility that one of them was the owner of the sword.

If you have information, please contact Shakai-bu, Yomiuri Shinbun Head Office (Tel: 092
715 5641 Email: s-syakal@yomiuri.com



