WORLD FAMED AVIATORS,

SIR ROSS SMITH AND PARTY IN IPSWICH.

am e m—

HEARTY AND ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME.
LEADER'S TRIBUTE TO HIS COMRADES, ...

REPAIRING THE DAMAGED ENGINE.

WORK TO BE CARRIED OUT AT WORKSHOPS.

W s — A

Testerday Baw cted another not-
able Incident i=ihe history of Ips-
wich, when Capt. Hoaa Bmith, MU
(DLPC., Alr Force Cross, Lieut. Sir
[Kelth M. Smith, LF.C, dnd Sergeani-
Mechanic J, M, Beonett, M8 M., arviv-
| ged In the clty by the second diviaion of
|U|l Waestern mall train, and ware
glven & welecome which did honour to
|the restdents, os well as being distinct-
l¥y waorthy of the great o ko,
|Lu-n' befors the time for the afrival of
{the train a large crowd had congre-
|gated on the statlon, and jo view of
the sbwonee from the city of so mony
residents, who are on holldoym, it wos
& remarkably enthusinatle and repros
mentative gotbering, When the triin
|pteamed in thers wne a rush for the
|front enrriage, whers the party woes 10=
coted and lowd cheers greeted the ar-
rFval of the herolo girmen. The polics
and rallwny oMelsis hied a  difeo't
tusk in endeavouring to keep the
crowd back, The worid-famad ''bird-
men” did not immeadiately put in an
appearance, and the carriage woa de-
tached from the remaloder of thae
{rain, |t being the desirs of Hir Hoes
Bmith te nt once lispest the rallway
workshops nt Ipswich, with & view .0
geeing what oould be done In the Wiy
of coffecting repalra to  hiag machioe
The Mayor (Ald K J. L. Esston) wnd
athers who were thers o welcome the
fAyers, crosaed the lng to the detachs!
carriage, and Sir, Foss, In response to
an urgent call from someons in the
crowd, lo the cffect thap they wani-
ed 10 asoe the alrmen, stepped on the
platform, and his sppearance was the
wlgnal for the renewal of the cheer-
ing. Of youthful appearance fadr-
haired, mgdium stature, and hav-
Ing & responslve smile, Sir Hosa and
his brother at once won the hearis of
the large assembly. A hearty recep-
tion also awalted Serg. Beonnett, Wilh
characteristic modesiy, Bir. Rosms, in
hin subsequent speech in acknowleds-
mont of the welcome mccorded (he
ﬁrty. gave full credit w  his col-

guen for the soccess of the under-
taking, and he announced their deler-
mination to complete the Journey Lo
the Southern Btates by air, as they
had Intended.

The Mavor announced the desire of
the City Council and the people gen-
erally to have &R opportunity of pui-
Hely welcoming the party In the Town
Hall and Sir Hoss Bmith coneented to
that couras being followed, The, party
was accompanied by Lisut. Hall ra-

ting the Defence Departmendl
Berg. W. M. Bhlers, the othier me-
chanle, 1n in Charleville, stitending o

ths machine, Op the platform (o mee: |

the party weore;—The Minlster [for
Rallwayn (Mr. J. A. Fiholly), and Mra,
Fihally, ths Chisf Mechanica] Engi-
neer {(Ar. O. F. Pemberton), the

Einde  Massenandnnd I Bricadisr . {len
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l:m.lq.-l'nn AER
neer  (Air, C. F. PPemberton), the
Btate Commandant {(Brigudier-Gen,
a. H. H. Irving) Major Glover, 1050,
Ald. G. H. Bhilllke, O, Perry, J F.
Lobb, 8. H. Harding. A. 7. Btephen-
son, W, V. Helferan, F. Barkor, P W.
Camepon, [. Ham Messars ¥, A. Cooper
jand D, A. Gledson, ML A, the Misyor-
|gms, Measrs J, G. Blshop and O W.
| Allen (ropresenting the Ipswich Cham-
ber of Commerce and [Indusiry), A
Bulchart (president of the Queensiand
Pastoral and Agricultura) Socleiy}. T.
J. Barker {(who weleomed Hir HRows
Bmith and pariy 6n behalf of the Ips-
wich Navy nmd Army Veternns' Assi-
cplation), Mr, W. Pratr (President of
the Tpewich Bwimmlng Centred, whd &
number of prominent resldenls

The damaged enfloe of Lhe AePo-
plane was aboard the rsame truin and
thisn was Immedlaiely taken 1o tha
North Ipawloch workebhops, which Sir
Hose and party vislted o the after-
noon.” Hy a  happy colncldence the ar-
|rangéments for the carrying out ol
'the work of repairs wlil be In charge
pf & [ormer aasochaie of &Hir Hoss
Bmith, in the person of Cpl, A, H. Lux-
ton, of Woodend, lpswich., who was
previously attiched o the Ko, 1
Hyuadron of ths Australion Flying
Corps. He wia asbypclated wilh Bir
Hoes Smith fuor over twaelve musntis,
wna has fown with bim in Egypt sana
P'mlestine, in o Bristol “Fighter” Cpl
Lurton jeurneyved (o Charlevile soms
days ago to  mest the party. v oweill
te remembervd that it wuw previous-
Iy anpounced thut the Defence [De-
| prrtment hond mede avaflable fur Si
| Hose Bmith and parly the services of
throe mechanlcs (o usalst in the re-
| paira, These asklstants arrived In
! Bristiane on New Yearls Ewve and
reﬂurdl.f morning they el the ayle-
tors at Ipswich. Thelr names arei--
Bergs, Carvier and Chester and Opl,
Oruham, They have all spen sorvics
with the Austrlian Fiyving Corps and
are Dew atlached to the Aviaiuon ln-
Bituctisnnl Hiaf,

A nuimber of mgmbers of e traln

MALTR ALY AR

Toie Boclety wera on [he pleiform aiad |

Miga Ferrler tin the unavoldahle wb-
sence of Mre J. A Cameron), on ba-
hall of the moclety, presenied Sie Hoss
Emith with n Ausdlralian fing for ths
PRIEY.
WELCOME AT THE TOWN HALL,
The Tuwn bul wis crowded wien
(the viaitors apprurcd on the platform,
whery @ pumiier of repreaeitaLive
clilgons had gaiberdd W greel the
avidlors, At e Inslance of tha Min-
Ister fop Wablways, cheers were glven
| for Hip Huss Bmith ohd hly hescciatos,
In weleoming the iliree members of
the crow, the' Mavor sald he wus sure
they were oll highly bonoured at the
presence of such personages as their

viwitors, and they were deeply Indelb-
mdld b e Thasers  evnif b
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Presere Ol SUEE PULavDages W LImesr
viwitors, and they wera deeply Indeb-
ed o #Hir Boss Bmith ond parcy Cor
bl vlnig vunsenied Lo come 1o Lhe Tow
Hull st that tme, 28 he knew they
were anxlous to seo what could be done
for thelr engine, They were BOITy
|when they learned thay Sir Boss S8mith
leould pot continue his flight, and they
pincerely hoped that the pngine wrouble
would be overcome, oand that they
would be able to adcoomplleh whi
they hiad set oul to do. They undas-
stood thut the Binister for Hallways
wan prepared W glve the aviators
every dsmisianco possible and they all
glnocrely trusiod that the mechanics
woitld mecure n “fénlher in thelr capa™
by having the englne rectified lo the
Ipswlch ehops,  They must achnow-
ledge that the feat which hod been wc-
complisghed wis something extrasedin-
nry—aamething the world did net ex-
pect—and they offered Bir Hoss Smith
and lds comeedes IhElP boarcticsl ooo-
grieluladiong, ue they had done sooee-
thing muarvellous, Hi hopedid they
wild b wble o Ay over phedl IUitive
vty wf Adelahle,  The Teal which bacd
heen aecomplished was ain bisterioal
one, nnd tho Bloery N vofinectlon theras=
with would b handed down frodn gedi-
priblon o Eenorsbon, e trust.d
The visftors would hase o Pleasint d2iay
tiv Tpewwefech,

Aldvrman € T 8allo sabl that the
resddenis of Ipewich wanted o honoue
the wyintors for Lhe groat work whish
they  hd dlome for owvigtion anad  fur
Astrabia. Alr wervioe hud come Lo
wiay, amt whether W battles of the cu-
ture woubd be Tought n the nir op not,
the sweblevoment of Lthess men showad
what eoull be done. He referred 1o
the fact that the Trst men to Ay from
Englnnd (o Australia wers Austrulisns,
(Tavud applaume. )
| Thy Minjeter for Oallways (e, T,
| A Flhally) said he Al not think they
could get B mum! fitting oocaston for
him to wddress them os fellow Aus-
| trallann, These youitg men had accormn-
|pa|th what had bLeen done by thep

own bramins, ingenuity, nud
Couridge. Their dnals ELirred
our pride, and tho pride o

overy Australian borm perecn, HBal-
tign and wars nad been mentiooed, but
he hoped tha! what thess young mon
had sccomplished wis not geing to
| pneaurage more battles and more wars,
He lked to think that men such B
they would be able to wpply the know-
Jedge they had galned for the further-
gnoe of the peacy and prospeficy of the
world. "On behalt of the (overn-
ment of Queensland, 1 tender you thoe
wilFmesl posalble welcome,” added Mr.
Fihelly “Anything we gan Jdo for
you will be done— L1000, £2000, or
£ 3000 ia nothing.—( Laughter amd
choemi—1 welcome you  bs Tellow
Ij.u.u:ru.l.ln.nn 1o Queenland " (Applausa)
| 8ir Ross Smith, on rising to reply,
wais grecied with grest  enthusiasm
|and cheers, "It ia quile impossibla for
|me to thank you for the reception
which has been tendersd us” satd Sir
Foossm, "Il is quite unexpected. Whan
we were ooming along on the train w.e
werp told there would be a few peaple
to meet ue ot Ipswich, wnd we wero
more than surprised (o find that @
large number of people lumed up ot
|the stution to glve we a welcome. 1
want to thank you from the botiom of
m3 heart for this splendid reception.
'and all the kind remacks which have
been made, Tt i3 true that we have
done seomething; we have had o capltal
muchine, W fact, the fAoest In  the
|wortd for the job. We nlao had the
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muching, W [LCT, LNE DOIGstT I o
|world for the Job. We also had the
fineat  engins—Rolls  Royee, Thers
are only fuur of Them In exlstenne
Two  were used by the Inte
Capiain Bl John Alesok in
hils fight aeroas Lhe Atlantie,
mnd we have the othep two. AL flrs
we woere sorry that we met with an
engine mishap at Charlevilie, but now
1 am beginning to think that k is a
good thing, for had i not ocourred,
wa would perhaps, not have vielled

Ipewich. (Laughter.) We nent spare
pRria 1o Darwin before we
left England, but, unfértunately,

thoy were not the parts swhich had
been broken. However, owing to Lha
kindness of the Btale Government, and
the Minloter for Hallwesys, the re-
sources of the [pawich workabops have
pean plawved at our disposal. That haa
bucked us up tremendously. You can-
net imagine how happy we felt be-
cause we weore yvery kesn to finish the
Job in the 'old "bus!' (Cheers.) If wea
el the engine repalred hera we will

ave L ralled to Charlevills and then
fly on osouth, The Defencs Depart-
ment hias olférad ua a muchins in which
te centinus our fight, but we really
think wr ought to continue In our own
machine, Wa wani everyens LD s8¢
the ald Vimy, A matier which ap-
penrs to have been overlvoked (n some
guerters, i Lhe spirnd'd work which
has bern accompliehed By our Lwo
Bergrant- mecharica, (Chears,) Bar-
peant Benngtt la bere to-day. but Ser-
geant Bhilers has had to stay behind
|to oyerhaul the machine at Charleviile
I would Hike lo sny what fine work thess
men haye done, A every place we
landed they would hep off and prac-
tieally bave their contn off befors Lthe
muchine wos al a sondatill. On
sriog CooREOmE (Noy woriked all night,
fo that we cowd get an ewrly start
In the mwornng,  Without men ke
It'lwln we ocould not have done what
dld Mot only in tha whole of the
expedition woere they kesm on the job,
but they were delenained to get thers,
gnd it waa to that ro doubt, that the
'puccoss of the Mighe way due. My
| brother wum the navigntor all through.
Tiey overcome all difficulties of raln
and clouwds withoul and undus troub’s
T want Lo say how thonkful we are for
tha kindnces shown un by the people
pverywhere, and to thank the pebple
inl‘ Ipewich, and the Government and
the Miniiter for snliways, for thelr
mesistance in offering to do everything
possible (o repoir the machine™

Bir Kelth Bmith also spoke a fe'w
words of thanks, remorking that apeech
muking wos “non o his ine” spel ex-
lpredalng his thanks for the kindneas
mhown the members of the parly In
Ipswich:

| Work of Dismaniling the Engina.

| Immm1il"f.ﬂil.'.' aficy the prrival of che
|enghoe in lpswiclh gteps were tnkon to
have It taken w  the workshops.
The whiole tfuochine welghs & tow, bs 67
feet in length —op loager thiun o eriedst

pitch,  The enging alone wolghs 1100
L, It was uken by rall g the
ruilway  workahops  wml  alaced Ly

mioins 0f b Soewl crane vl w begel, The
workmen ut the sliops were entlius ligs=-
te, wmd did  everyihing  posslble (o
‘asslgt the sero-mechanles w pmmedl=
alely  proceed  with  the work of
prrippligg  thie  engine.  Two cona
nmecting Wirils, i dallas il elirorne
vl lum, are EEaing, wnd o woene
luosg i thy  perub  around  Charo
loville, They broke whila the ma=
|ﬂth'-|E wilg o the slr, aud weres fAred
aguinst the sump (the oll deminesy
with wuch velocity that o large hole
wus rent I the wide. It s thought
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wiih such velocity that o large hole
wus rent In the mide. L1t ds thought
that it wiil take more than & fortalghl
to effect the repairm, for it was Dsand
necossary yoemterday to send to Brla-
biune for miaterisl with which 1o attend
Lo the rennecting rods.  Hir Hosy aal
| Bl Kelth Smith, Svrgeant Hennetl, and
Lleutenant W, Hull, AFC, woere in
attendunce ot the workshops shortly
afier luncheon, Lo witness the stripping
of the engind. The last-named comna
from Brisbane, and ln his capacity as
un ofMcer of the AFC. had been st
Charleville for soma daoye glving the
crew whatever BEagisthnce was pog-
|mible, Bergednt Corter I8 workdng oo
|l.hu engine, having béon detniled to
Idu g0 by the Defence nuthorities  In
| Melbourne, He arrived in Ipawich the
previous night, with Bergeant Cheas
ter and Corporal Grange, but the twa
|I-Ilt=|lll.mt'\\l Ieft for Charleville yestae-
day merning. to ossist Bergeant Hhicrs
o overhaol the siarboard engine, It
Iz the portslde engine which is under-
going repalrs,
Bome of the Parly's Experignges.

In thé couree of an interesting con-
voersatlon with represenintives of the
bPress, Bir Hous Hmith gnve & few par-
treulars of the cxperienced of his party
during the bigtrip, He sald they found
that auite o number of machines wery
Iy uae (B Dndia, (o connectinn with the
trouble exlsting there with some of
the natives. The goldost tima whicn
they experienced was soon afier they
hwid erogsed the Chnnnel, where thay
encountersd 25 degrees of frostl, They
wers mt omi nltitude of dhout E800 or
BOOE [l nt the time endeavouring to
grt nbove some clewds which might
wtherwilae have cawsed trouble,  They
had Nown, however, us low B 500 feet,
The longent  perlod  aoversd wiithout
landing wad Letween Timor and o
Dy wln, n diatance of pboue 450 miios,
They were noL in the babil of carrying
o full welght, of petrgl, o8 i1 ereated
unpecessary welght. © "It la romark-
gble” madd Bir Hods, "that whersver
wo wenl our ardval weas marked by
roloa, and I hope that Queennbond will
have tha same experiopes, Al Crete
they had the fest raln wftor Vhelr arrels
vl which they hul sxporienced for &
long time. and elmilar condtlons pra-
vallsd after our advenl &l Fgypi,
Mesopotnmin, Biam nnd the Penlnsule

*li wom very cuclous (a learn what
the niggers thought of wi In varlous

places,” continued the noled aviator.
“In Timor, for Instance, the nlggers
thought we were epirita of the depart-
ed, who wers Oying about year o mnd
year ouf, looking fur & placey of reat,
whith we could not And. In Biam
the natlves had been informed that our
mechine was piloted by God, and hail
the devil abogrd. In Persin they did
not know what 1o make of us, so they
pat us down ag  C‘commen or gErdan
devila” At Aklab one of the very [aw
Europsnn women resldonts pestered ‘ia
for i long time, requesting m sauvenlr.
We were working at full spesd, In or-

break, However, she wos not v be Je-
yibed, wmil wt o last, In sbevr desperation,
my bBrother Kelth presentcd hier wita
an empty six-gellon petvol un. Ths
Indv wna delighied.”

“1 wistr through the mediom of the
sQueensbind  Tlmes,” said Sir Boss
“ig thank the goml people ol Quesns-
i whe hove sent me and iy cols
leagues messdges  of  congriciulalion,
Wy were very pleascd fo receive thom
In out of wiy pacte, hut, owlng 10 tha
lnrge number we roceived, (B has been
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In out of wiy pacts, hot, owlng 10 tha
lnrge number we roceived, It has been
impossible (0 Feply Lo thom individoal
1y Queensland, 1 bod wlways hoard,
wiue @ very husphinhle Htoke to wirang-
era, apd | oonn yewol for that 1o e
fullest exiom;,™ |

Records of tha Man.

The recory of Hir Hoss-Smith s
been o somewhat meteorie oni. He
Joined the ALK, us & (rOOpCF uk HoON
s the Impecial wswiborition scoepled
the wifer of the Communweslih o Bend
an expeditionary [erce ovorsoms:  Hiy
|brothivr Kelth aleo voluoteered, but
|was relected s moedically unflt. He
(mate two other ussuccessful milempls
It Jein, nnd then progeeded to Eng-
|;|u.::|l. where he wus mocoptel by the
'Hoval Flying Cormps. Hir Hoss woas
promoted. while in camp al Adetuids,
and was Ia charge of & machine-gun
podition on Gallipell, where he accom-

lishey such aplendid work (het the

amous  Queoensland  cavalry  leader;
| Ldeut-tien, Bir Harry Chauvel, pro-
moled lilm (o commisulonel rank, wa
lwoan ae the evacuation wae ewocomp-
lishead: He won the Milliary Cross,
and the Distingulghed Flying Crusa, be-
| fore he wus selevied fo leave Palesting
and reporl Iin Englund (v  Generals
Horton und Sulmon, He plloted these
ofleery (o Indin on an important -

rial errand, and on return to Eng-

nd learned that the Austrulinn Govs
sroment had offersed o prize of L 10,004
to the Rrst Auslrilinn 1o Ay from Hrl-
twin o Australio,

Bergt. J. M. DBenneti. Alr Force
Medal, (with bar and 3M.8.3., wha Ao- )
compinied Cept, Hir Rosss Smith and
LAeut. Sir Keith Smith (o 1pawich ). won
hin decorntions fuor good work wiiy the
Austridian Flylng Corps. Bergt. W,
M. Ehivrs, Austalian Flylng Crosa
iwith bar)y, left Australia in the early
duwd Bf Lhe wuar, as & membsr of the
Pirst Light Horse, but trafsferted Lo
the A F.C, after the Galllpold cam-
palgn,  Blr Noss-Hmith s 17 years
of age, and hag performed the dulles
of piloy durlng the trip, il brother
the pavigating oflear, is two years wlid-
o, Melther of tham by moarried.

The Wark of Diemantling.

Tha work of dismantling the engine
will by continwed to-day, =iF Muosss
Bmith poinied oul yesterdiag, thal Ui
Impogaible 1o say  Just noew  exactly
what dumuge has been dons, but this |
wiil lLe revealud o the coursg of &)
day or two, when the work of stripplng
hing basen r;_'umpluh'd. It s conelder-
ed thut excellent eubgtiiutes for the
wooden  parks il will heve 1o ba
renewed will e mady from Queens-
land mople, and the mworkmen have
contidenca in being able to effcct re-
palrs (o the remaiuin s,

Last night Bir Hoas- Ith and party
atlunded the pletwre entertninmont at
Muarioo's Olympla, the Mayor being
also prescol : .




