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The experiences of South Australian men and women on the Western Front and Middle East during
World War One were horrific. All service men and women in some way displayed the ANZAC spirit
during World War One. One of the serviceman who experienced life in World War One and
displayed ANZAC spirit during his time of service was Frederick John Schenscher.

Frederick was born during May 1893 in the Saddleworth/Tothill Belt area, South Australia. He
attended Saddleworth Public School. He had three siblings, two brothers and one sister. His brothers
Ernest Frederick and Herbert Alfred also served in World War One. He was a son of Mrs Sarah
Schenscher. Before enlisting he was a labourer. His religion was Methodist.

There are no records about Schenscher on his daily duties when on active service but he was a part
of the 27th Infantry Battalion. In March 1915, the 27th Infantry Battalion was developed in South
Australia. In World War One the 27th Infantry Battalion was the second prominently South
Australian Battalion to be raised. The 27th Infantry Battalion was assigned to the seventh brigade in
the Second Division. During World War One 8000 volunteers served in the 27th Infantry Battalion.
Sadly 1169 servicemen of all ranks lost lives in active service. The colour patch of the battalion was
brown and blue triangles inside a diamond. On the 31st of May 1915, the Battalion embarked on the
HMAT Geelong. Most of the men would have been feeling uneasy and uncomfortable on the sea
waters and inside the ships, as many of them would have probably never seen much of the ocean,
like Fred. The 27th Infantry Battalion spent two months of training in Egypt, and landed at Gallipoli
on the 12th of September 1915, stayed in until the evacuation in December. In April, the Second
Division embarked for Marseilles. When the Second Division was travelling to their destinations in
France the troops noticed the temperature was a lot colder compared to the scorching temperatures
in Egypt and they came across amazing views along their way. On the 7th of April 1916, the 27th
Battalion took it first steps on the ground of the frontline at Pozeires. The 27th and 28th Battalion
were the first Australian troops to fight on the front line on the battlefield of Somme. During the
Western Front the 27th Battalion fought at and in many battles across France. Overall the 27th
Battalion experienced the highs, lows, successful and unsuccessful plans of the Great War just like
any other unit but had extraordinary men like Fred in their unit.

Schenscher enlisted at Keswick, South Australia between the 12" and 15 of February 1915 as a
stretcher bearer. He was aged 21 years and 9 months, 5 feet and 9 inches tall, weighed 171 pounds,
had a dark complexion, green eyes and dark hair. Imagine yourself at the young age of 21 leaving a
small country/ rural area to board a ship and go on this adventure which turned out to be brutally
nothing like what was expected. After been a part of the E Coy. Base Depot from the 12™" of February
1915 to the 15" of March 1915 he joined the 27" Battalion on the 6™ of April 1915 and later
embarked on the 31 of May 1915 on board HMAT A2 Geelong from Adelaide, South Australia.
When leaving Australia, he would have felt excited and nervous, he also would have had adrenaline
for this broad experience he was about encounter. Schenscher embarked Alexandria on the 4™ of
September 1915. Schenscher briefly served at Gallipoli. Despite being at Gallipoli for a short time he
would have seen horrific scenes, poor hygiene, poor sanitation, serious diseases, dirty trenches and
nothing like the smell of country air back at home. Schenscher disembarked Ex Mudros 10" of
January 1916, proceeded to join British Expeditionary Force (BEF) Alexandria 10" of March 1916 and
disembarked Marseilles 21° of March 1916 France. On the 20" of January 1917, he was awarded the
Distinguished Conduct Medal. He was transferred regularly most likely due to the stress on his body.
He returned home to Australia on the 2™ of January 1919, having suffered physically and mentally.

Today there is a legacy known as the ANZAC spirit which was developed and shown in the war. The
ANZAC spirit is the spirit of past and present servicemen and women; whose qualities live on in
Australians still today. The values that make up the ANZAC spirit are courage, larrikinism, ingenuity,



good humour, endurance, mateship and bravery. Frederick displayed many of these qualities during
his years of active service that reflects upon the Anzac spirit. Two of the qualities he showed during
the 27" Battalion’s period of time in Gallipoli was larrikinism and good humour in the famous photo
(figure) which Charles Bean (a World War One Correspondent) said was staged as many of Ernest
Brook’s (a World War One photographer) World War One photos were staged, Fred has a typical
cheeky grin/smile on his face as the solider who has never been identified was most probably not
injured or wounded and was just a good old mate carrying him on his back to show a photo of a
frequently seen event. He was probably also having a joke to the soldier he was carrying as they
would have probably felt ridiculous acting for a staged photograph. Fred would have also been
thinking in his head how many more times he would have to repeat this act for an act of survival
rather than a photograph. Between the night of the 5™ and 6" of May 1916 two soldiers were hit in
No Man’s Land near German wire at Armentieres Schenscher alongside another stretcher bearer
went out 300 yards and rescued the two casualties, under enemy machine- gun fire. At Messines on
the night of 29" and 30" of June 1916 Schenscher and Young’s stretcher was hit by shellfire but the
pair continued carrying wounded all night long under artillery fire. Again, on the night of the 4™ and
5™ of August the pair worked together again at Pozieres Ridge worked nonstop for 18 hours
(appendix 2, 4, 5 and 6) During these occasions Schenscher displayed eye-catching bravery, built
mateship with his stretcher bearer partner Young, ingenuity to continue although their stretcher had
been broken, courage and sacrifice to continue to save lives despite heavy fire around them,
endurance tolerating the conditions that he was put up against. As a result of his acts of bravery,
mateship, ingenuity, courage, sacrifice and endurance he was awarded the Distinguished Conduct
Medal on the 20th of January 1917. The Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) was introduced in 1854
by Queen Victoria and acknowledges gallantry displayed in the field. He was honoured with the DCM
along with another stretcher bearer Private William Young who was also a member of the 27"
Battalion. When the news about Schenscher’s DCM was announced the community of Saddleworth
couldn’t have been prouder of his achievements, the town/ area was so proud of him (appendix 5).
In Fred’s postcard to his sister Helena (appendix 3) he mentions that the service men and women
will have both whisky and pudding after the war, that he hasn’t had a whisky since last September
and leaves a rhetorical question ‘going good don’t you think?’ This proves he kept his spirits alive
during the war, did not let the effects of the war dampen his soul and kept positive saying after the
war as there was any chance that he could die during service. Not only did he receive a DCM but he
also received the 1914/15 Star No. 5991 4, British War Medal 4/4 No. 3847 and Victory Medal 4/4
No. 3806.

Frederick returned home in 1919. Although little is known about him after he returned home. He
lived or frequently visited Port Adelaide a lot with other returned soldiers visiting his sister Helena
and her husband Private Albert Lukander. Fred never married. Supposedly he died on the 17th of
July 1957 drowning in the Port River during a fishing boat trip, he was found floating in the Port
River. It is believed the accidental death could have happened due to a high intake of alcohol. He
could have been heavily affected from war once returning home. According to the RSL Virtual War
Memorial Schenscher was buried at the AIF Cemetery, West Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide.

Frederick is an amazing man who we should be proud to call Australian. Despite his mysterious
death, he went to Gallipoli and the Western Front and survived. What an incredible man?
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2709 Pte SCHEMKE il Bert b6th Pionsers 31.7. 16 f w o
2668 IPte SCHEMEELL Gea'ge James 5th Pinneers 3.7.16 R.T. 4 27.8.17
£6781/Cpl SCHRAOR John Neddar 6th Battalion 18.6.16 ReTyte leds 19

610 ~ Gor SCBERK chard 8th F.i.B. 9.9.15 BoTeia Badel®
2722 Pte SCHENK  ° Antoon Frederickis 1I1st Inf.Bae 304 6416  Tigehe 26,1017
5416 rte. SCHENEK ¥illiem ¥rancis 24th Battelionm 643.16 ReT.ae 10.9.17
2668 gt JCHENSCHER Curl Frederick "MM" 10th Battalion £6.7.16 R.T.4. 1441.19
6823 Pte SCHEINBOHER Ernest Fredrick 10th Battalion. 26.8.16 R.T.4. 2045 19

815 ¥te SCEEUSCHRER frederick John "DCL" 27tk Eattalion  15.2.16  K.0.A. F.le L]
437 Pte BCEYHSCHER Herbert Alfred 32n8 Bettalion  3.10.16 R.G.A. 15.&.13
5412 spr SCHEPENSKI. vVictor 2nd A.Tun.Qoy 17.1.16  RaTohe 7,719
1417 Cpl SUJERF Chrigtian ¢ohn 34th Battalion 1642.16 R.T. 3. 19.42.19
7062 Pte SCHERF fredarick 4th Bsttalion EB.10 16 R.T.8, 647419
2879 Pte SCHEUBER‘,‘ William Jomn 60tk Battalion 6. 4216 R.¥.4. 17.3.19
18533 Dvr SCHEY . .Herbert Amdrew 7th Fahe B 17.1.16 R.T.4. 29.8.19
2970 Pte SCHIGEK. Emerdlé Vane 14th LaH. 342417 R.T.A. 24.7.19
7078 pte SCHICKERLING Peray lﬁth Battalion 6.10.16 ReT.d, 9.8.19
5611 Pte SCHICKERLING wWeldon 2nd tioneere £e1Usl6  Raof, A, 13.7.19
38Y7 Pte . SCHIER Henry Alfred "M#* 8th L.H. 20.4417  R.T.A4 8.4.19
4904 sgt SCHIFR William Andrew "M 16th Battalion . 9.12.16 R.I.A. 28.7,18
' 34Q Pte SUHILD Esrry Geralad £nd M.G.Bn 1.5.16 R.D.4,

7088 Cpl SCHIIDT Gearge William 2T h Batta W on 22.5.17

£916 rte SCRILL Albert Franois - 18t Pioneers 1048416 R.T.A. 22.7.17
1804 ¢Cpl SCHILL Thomes HEerold 6th A.D.T.M.Bty 13.6.15 R.T.4. 18,11.18
2819 Pte SCHILLING FErnest Epra Bettalion 8.7.186 ReTels 307,19
4301 Pte SCHILLING ZErnest Frederick 5th Battaiion 2849416 EaleAe 20.9.17
2794A Pte SOEILLIAG Fritz . 61st Battalion 19.8.16 R.T,A 13.2.17
4202 Ppte SCHILLING Prederick Ernest 1st 4.GeBn 10.7.15 ReT.2, 124,19
6340. Ppte SCHILLING Fredsrick Wassman  6th Battalion 1Ue4416  R.T.4, 11.1,18
6698 rte SCEILLING Ceorge Honry 17t h A.38.C, 1746:15  RuT.8. 23.7.18
6574 Pte SOHILLING Robert Juliue 38nd Bettalion 14.4.16  HiToh. 106419
69761 Pte SCHILLING vStnnloy Gludstons . -5rdA.k.V.Seo 2.5418 ReTole 347.19
3904 Pte SCHILLING  Stendey  Wallfam .. #4th Battilien 718,18 EaIl.A. 348,16

492 7Pte SCHILR Yrederick William 318t Battalion 1547415 ReT. 4 31.12.18
4936 1L/Cpl SOHIMREYZ frederick william 50th Battalion 14.12.15 IJ.QI‘ M. 8617
4538 ©pl SCHINROVITOH Fmarick ™MM" ' 282nd Battalion £9.1.36 © R.f.i, 17.3.19
4183 fte SCAIEIRCX Chsrles stanley 59th Batialion 1,12.15' Kelui. 19.7.16
3639 Pte SCHIMMTLBUSCH Charles Alexander 4th L.H. 3. 3417 R oie . 18464189
16806 Dvr SCHIMMING william Frederick 8th F.C.E. 27.4.18 R.®. 4 2B.3.19
2374 Pie SCHINCX - Noman Maximilian 13t 4nz.Reinf.Camp 12.7.15 K.7, 4. 115,19
16241 L/Cpl SUHINCKEL Harold Bi smark Tth AcFoiambe 17.4.16  R.T. 24 2.3419
3174 Pte SOHINDLER Erest George 29.8,15  Rof.A. PA41.19

£¢GaBaDo

K~ et AYY N



> 3
LSSy
o

PR et s

L SRS

i

o e e S S

. CORRESPONDANCE -
X ¥

S

STAILIT

ST CARD 4 » /'..VWOmﬁm..w..wwﬁ

ADBESSE

y / A,,
& 2 I
4 /
»\A;

' Relena Schéanahe

/ |




CAMMELIX

he study of military history forms a critical part of the Army’ learning cycle. By publishing
] the work of the nation’s pre-eminent military historians, the Australian Army and Cambridge
Unive

S
. . .

. - ¥ Press aim to promote, to a worldwide audience, our country’s proud military heritage.

MARK JOHNSTON
: -

Detailing the history of the Army, its people and its contribution to Australia’s development, the
series presents readers with contemporary perspectives and authoritative accounts of the key issues
in the Army’s past. The Australian Army is pleased to collaborate with Cambridge Uni\'ersit'v Press
o deliver the official Australian Army History Serics, 3

Licutenant General David Morrison
CHIEF OF ARMY

Service

M\Ifh:lm' ibrs B
il
5E
€05016236

78  Ess
www.cambridge.org
T30 3781107873

9'781107"087194

GALLPOLIANG PALESTINE 69

B8 WORLOWAR L 161i=a

Charles Bean said this Emest Brooks photo was staged, and the original Admiralty
caprion describes ‘the re-enactnient of an event frequently seen’. The location was the

relatively safe scaward side of Plugg

’s Plateau on 13 December 1915, Yet this photo
belongs here. One reason s that this sight was “frequently scen’. On 23 April, the
shortage of stretchers and inadequacics of improvised stretchers led some bearers to

y on their backs™. "No tracks down the hills’, wrote 2nd Field Ambulance bearer

Ralph Goode on 29 April, ‘many times had o carry men on our bucks, could not get
stretchers up, and all chis under heavy fire.” In the Auguse offensives bearers not given

empty stretchers on reaching the beach resorted to carrying wounded on their bac

In November a hospi

alised private wrote that, afier being wounded in the thigh,
‘Tmanaged to get to the Dressing Station on a Stretcher Bearer’s back.”

Another reason for reproducing this archetypal image is the identity of the carrier,
who is probably Private Frederick Schenscher, an inceresting stretcher-bearcr. One

night in May 1916, Schenscher won atcention as a bearer. He and Private William

Young, both of 27th Battalion, went out about 275 metres and, despite much enemy

machine-gun fire, rescued two casualties lying near the German wire at Amentitres,
The following month Schenscher and Young spent an entire night carrying
wounded from the trenches. When harassing shellfire smashed their stretcher, they

obtained another and continued. At Poziéres the same pair ‘worked incessantly for 19

hours” and displayed “conspicuous bravery’. Both camed Distinguished Conduc

Medals for these bra - Young later added a Military Medal and Bar for similar
work.

G
November, soon after a heavy snowfall, the Turks bombarded Lone Pine and nearby

nuine bearer work continued in the Gallipoli campaign’s last monchs, On 29

antry battalions doing

Brown's Dip aid station, causing many casualties among two ir
a changeover. Septimus Elmore was'on duty at Brown'

Dip, where ‘it was simply
hell for some houry', with “fragments flying all around”, Through *a tornado of shell
le we made repeated trips (only two bearers to a stretcher) ... to the first relay
station ... about 1% miles distant, down steep slopes rough cut up tracks through saps

ete., having many a “close shave™ through the day’. Reg Hind was bearing there. too:

“Turks hombarded Lone Pine with . .. everything they could bring to bear . .. It was

awful. On top of the snow when we are all feeling spent comes this trying ordeal. T

can’tdeseribe it.” When called to help at Brown's Dip, his squad “went up under a hail

g s of shell fire". A shell fragment hic him in the chest, knocking him down, buc,
although his overcoat was holed, a New Testament and other papers in his pocket

saved him.”
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