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THE DIARY OF

WILLIAM ALFRED SPURLING

Cornoral No.4275, 50th Battalion A.I.F.

"iis 1s a fow notes on my life from Lthe time I enlisted
in the iArmy on the 13th August, 1918, I went through the
general preliminary of Military Training commencing at the
Lzhibition Camp, then Morphattville, and finzlly at ilitcham
Camp. A% Hitcham I was annexed o the Unit of the 13th Rein,

After five months of training life, we left Australia
by the transport 'BORDA' from the Outer Harbour on *the morning
of January the 11th, 1910, The 'BORDA' i3 a nice clean ship
of 11,000 tons and a speed of 17 knots., It was a pretty but
a sad sight to ses when we began %o move away from the Wharf,
HMothers, Sisters, and sweethearts, wers say.ing perhaps their
lagt farewell to the ones they love so well, and many sad faces
were left behind after the hundreds of pretty streamers and
ribtons had broken. ,

iy asecond day on weter was far from pleasant, in fact
we were all cussing 'BILL' (Xaiser Wilhelm), and after this
all was well., That was the 12th, the same day thot we loat
8ight of land and then we saw nothing until the 16th, when in
the morning we arrived in Freemantle, W.A. They say we kept

40 miles ocut of the regular mail track, to foil any spies

there night be on the mail boats, '

We anchored in Freemantle at breakfzst time on Sunduy
worning, and here the vessel was coaling all day Sunday and
Sunday alght. Sixty of us were put on Seatry Duty on board
all day Sunday, while the others had leave until 6,00p.m, &n
the evening., The next day, 17th January, we were granted
leave from seven until half pest ten. Four of us intimate
friends went up to Perth, which is twelve miles and three
quarters of an hour ian %the train.

vWe had a good look over the cidy aad especially the
R{dver Swan. 4after buying a few luxuries for the trip, we
went back to the port and got there at twelve, despite being
left behind. Then the fun began. We could'nt get through the
tGuards and the boat was already moving., One chap dropped his
parcel of blgoulis and anchovy paste and forced the guards
aslde. aAfver a little struggle the four of us got through
just in time. : ,

We were making to our guarsers, wien a Sergeant %old

us to 3o to the Guerd Room ond get a rifle and bayonet., We

were dumbfonnded bubt had to obey. Thirty of us mere armed

and lowered to the water and pulled ashore, Curious, we did'nt
know whht for, until we were in the Port again and then it was
made known 40 us.
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About thirty soldiers from the 'BORDAY were drunk &nd
had run amock in Freemantle. Some had.no intentions of coming 4
with us and scme were too drunk to know waht they were doing
Well, %o arrest these fellows, and get them back to the boat
was a very exeiting plece of work, Rifle and bayonet were of
no use, #e had to put them down and get in with oud fists,
After handeuffing two or three, and knocking half a dozen over,
we got the upper hand and the crowd by this time was enormougs
When we had these fellows at our mercy, we could'n% get them
to 2o0ve, so a ILieutenant stosped a horse and trollsy, and we
loaded them up like hay and ordersd the driver to go Lo the
wharf., The BORDA was then three miles out at the anchorage
so they got a stcam launch and we took them all out. Some of
thelr uniforms were red with blocd. They were all tried and
got dutles for the rest of the voyage.

He left the anchorage at 3. o'clock on the 17th,, and
up until the the 23rd the sea has been very quiet. On the 24+h
the sea was very rough and a lot of soldicrs wars repeating
thelr experience of the 12th. Perhaps this was the reason for
us seeing 30 many sharks this day, and there were thousands of
Llying fish also.

On the 26%th of Jammary we were all paid with a & note,
and I noticed all the gambling had started again., There were
s8ix 'Crown & Anchor' schools going, and one two-up school,
besides dozens of “nap' players., Io see the boys you would
never think they were going to war, It was very much a pleasure

~%rip. 4And so 1t wam - we had concerts and parties of all kinds,
besides Boxing and Wrestling.

- On the 28th January we had a picnic and general sport's
day. It was very interesting. Up till dianner time we hzd Boxing,
Wrestling, Tug-of-iWar, and numercus other items, our Unit
featuring well among the prize list. ‘

A% 2 o'clock that day we crossed the Bquator and it is a
general thing.-for those who have not croussed the line befors to
be dipped. Ihis practice is earried out om all ahips, They had
a canvag dip which held about five hundred gallons, and every
nan, with a uniform on or not, was dipped iwice by special
dlitary 2olice., There was no gettin out of it. You were
arrested and pubt in and the boat was searched from stem to
stern. It was &ll done in proper style. There was Father
Jeptune, his wife, and a Judge and Jury and,of course, a lot
were tried and found guilty for different actions,

After z2ll this was over, and whils we were at tea, the |
fire bell started ringing, This is practice for the troops in ‘
cage of Flre., We all £all out with life belts on and in dead
gilence. It's just the same with the alarm whistle and boat
drill. Onee we wera called out in the night just to see how
quick we could do it. We all had out 'Parade Decks' and knew
where to go. One afternoon we were feasting on canned fruit which
we had bought, when the bell statted. Everyihing was left Juat as

14+ mwam and owhan wa waws
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PAGE THREE

T™e focd on the boat was anyng but good. We have three
parades a day, principally physical exercises, for tlree hours
a day. Quite enough for the food and the hammocks we have %o
gleep in, toos

On the 2nd of February we wers surprised at waling up and
geeing land on our port side. This was the first land we had
geen since leeving iustralia. After a let of questions and
surmising we were vold i% was the coast of Africa. 1t was very
mountainous, with high rocks and very high ellffs. A light-house
nere caused great excitement. It was on an island all by itself,
Te islend contained about half an acre of surface and wen?
nearly perpendicular to the water. The light~house was perched
on top at 2 itremendous height from the water. ‘

Thils at brezkfast we passed the troopship 'AFRICE', with
troops from all Btates of Ausiralia. A1l that day, off and on,
we saw lond., Ia the evening orders were that all port-—holes to
be closed, no matches to be siruck on the upper decks, and all
naked lights to be put out. This was while we were sassing Aden,
in the Red Sea.

Up until the 5th Februsry we saw sieaners of all deseription
and oceasionlly, land. We were pald again on this day, and it
took great effect on the gambling schools again, 4 few days befors
pay day you will hardly see any of i%.

On the 6th, our unit was detailed fop Guard and Fatigue
duties. The Sergeant told two of the fatigues to 3z0 and ahift
gome cheesa oul of the Cantean, Ihey asked him where they should
out i%, and he thought they knew, so he said, "Oh, chiek it over®,
and so they lnnocently went and Shrew it over-aoard. Big 75 Ib.,
cheesea, never been opened., Afler a while, the Cergeant ' = _
asiked them where they had put it, und when they %told him he nearly
went med. I don't know how he got on. The fwe chaps said it
wag as much as they could 1ift and when 1%t struck the water
everyone on that side of the ship locked to see what it as, They
thought 1i{ was a man,

Ye reached Port Suez and anchored at the anchorage at seven
o'clock on the morning of the Tth February. This was the first
%ime we had stopoed since we left Freemantle, and we had to stay
on board until the 10th., This day we disemburked and left by
train for Heliopolis, which is eighty miles distant. e zot there
in the exxrly hours of the 1{th Februaxry, a nenth to the day from
when we lefi Adelaide.

Jell, during this day we 41d notRigg. In the aevening we
went up to Cairo, which is seven amilea distant from the *ierodrome
Camp 'where we were, Ihe train and car does this in fifbeen minutes
and are entirely worked by natives, Cairo opened my eyes. I saw
things here 1 would never have believed before. it is all natives,
thousands of them - one wonders what they live on. They are very
poorly clad - you can'ttell tae nales fronm the females, and by
what I haove seen, 1 am not anxious %$o know the differeace, Howevarx,
thaere are gome very fascinating French gzirls here cnd taere are
some natives dressed as well as any Zurocpean.




PAGE FOUR

e had to leave the City before 9 o‘clock as no man in
sorm i3 allowed out after ten. We returned o camp %o our
1ittle *Hye-myes'! made out of bamboo, which, I sup.cse, 13 cheaper
than canvas. There are hundreds of them buill by the natives,
They are very-cool during the summar months, but are wvery
unplessent when it is wet, - and this 13 the wottest winter known
in Bgypt for fourteen years.

On Sunday, 13%h Pebruary, wewent for a tour under a French
Guide, which cost us 20 Piastres. (Equal %o 4/2 English money.)

e were taken through all the historic buildings of 01d and HNew
Ceiro, some za old as 2,400 yeocrs. Yo were taken and shown the
¥Moaque of 'Abraham Pasha', am.. enormous building where the Arabs
used to oray. In this building were the two Pillara they would kiss
when foeling ill, and they were supposed to get wo&kl again the

next day. One could see where 1% was worn away with kissing. They
are preserved now with a steel railing.

Je also saw the two large pillars of marble, aine inches
apart, that every Arab was forced “hrough every year. 1L he failed
to get through they saild he was a bad man, and would imprison him.
The morble here is as shiny as glass., 1 suppose thoussnds and
thougands have passed through then.

There were other Mosques, of lifttle or more importance, and
the Kings, or men, that bulli these >laces were- all buried inside,
e buildings were all done by slave labour. Then there is the
old 'Citadel?, a Zort which was built %o defend Cairo, How Clde
Cairo, hundreds of ye.rs ago, with all it's zuns, of eourse now
out of date., Hal? a dozen spots on she walls were called to our
attention and explained shal this was dome by the Arab cannon
Balls in an attempted invasion of 3zypt, twe thousand years ago{?).
It explained the difference between the tJuck Johnsont ghells we
nave ftodaye. :

In one oid church we were shown a solid bloeck of zold, about
nine inches square, which was built into the wall when gold was
of little value, and is still preserved there. YTes, we all tried
it but it was quite tight. In the same building were tombe of
the great people of Igynt, with age clinging t0 them. One was of
solid copper, valued at hundreds of thousands, 4ilso here was the
tSacred Carpet', and a Kingdom would not buy it. We werg made to
remove our boohs before entering. All these buildings are guarded
by sentries and will be for yeaxrs.

o can imagine the damege done in 3elgium o these old
places by the Huns. Enormous would de the loss of relica if that
wWere to hap,en hsre. It is funny to see the Jews praying and
repenting, thsy go through all soris of antica. They come %o
their gacred 'God! with a very sad face and Jo away smiling and
loock quite happye.

We were %aken into the place where the tHoly Family' hid
wnilst fleeing from the Arabe in the invagion. It was a little
underground c¢ave under a church and thicr %able and chaims are
atill therse. '




PAGE FIVE

Then, on an island in the middle of the River Hile, we
were shown the place where Moses was found, and the box he was
in, and the o0ld door he was taken through. We were dissapointed
when we could'nt see the 'Bull rushes'., They wewe all dead. This
is 01d Cairo, and every wall left 3tanding has graves in them,
There are thousands of natives living here, it's wonderful what
they find to eat. 3Sugar cane is their prineipal diet.

While I am writing this, it is understood tiat there are
four of us friends, very intimate, and we allways knock about
together, Jewent through camp together and we have been together
ever since,

On Sunday, 20th February, we visited the Zoo, which is the
finest in the World, It's laid out fine with plenty of room and
with a specie of almost every living crezture in the world. I
would take four good days fto go through thils Zoo,

I've seen the prettiest parks and paths here that I have
ever seen., GCetting about to these places is very awkward., You
don't kmow the cars and then i%'s a hard thing to read them, and
it's only about two in tem of the natives that you can make
understand. I've been arguing with them for fifteen minutes, and
then then went away none the wiser so you are in an awkward
position if you happen to get lost here.

- On the 27th of February, 1216, we went o the 'Cheops
Pyranid', which is the largest pyramid in Bgypt and is about
seventeen miles from our camp, We get out there at a cost of
threepence by the car. It's 2 very interssting ride and we pass
over the largest bridge on the Nlile and this is 2 wonderful
construction.

The first thing that meets your eye when getting out of the
car are the donkeys and camels and their owners, waiting to take
people $o the Pyramids. Tou can gzt 2 donkey all the afternmon
for five Piastres. Anyhow, we walked this z2fternoon, it was too
far from pay-day. On zetting to the Fyramids ryou are pestered
with Guides, who we refused, and undertook it ourselves.

™e largest Pyramids cover a surface of eight chain sguare
and rns to an emormous height. One lititle opering in this takes
you to the interior, whiech is as dark as a dungeon. Here we saw
where a Xing and ueen had been buried in 2 little boom. The
coffin of cement was still there. Une is very glad 4o get out of
there as it is very stuify.

Nexi we visited the 3phinx, which is wonderful, and c¢lose
by is a large building that has been dug out and was sunposed to
nave been buried for nundreds of yezars. In this were found some
‘mummies' and inside the boxes were found thousands of pounds
worth of jewels. Even now they honour their dead by burying
valuables with them. In one wall of thig building there was a solid
piece of granite measuring sizteen feet by four feet by four feet.
How, how did this get here, as there is no granite for miles, It'a
the same with the Pyramids, this is where the '?7! comes 1n and no
living man can answer.

o A e




PAGE SIX

On our way aome from the Tyromids we aghidn visited the Zoo
and 3zw 2 few more things of note, including two Tontooms that
were caphured from the Turks on the 'Canal' in 1901. ‘e alzoc saw
a, Turtle with a circumferasnce of seven fzet and aged over two
hundred yeors old.

On the 18t of March, 1916, we were roused out of bed at
four o'elock in the morning, =2nd were on the train ready for
'Telellkabir! at 9 ofclock. Ve were all jzammed in ordinary wagzons
hus we had 40 make the best of if., After four hours ride we
arrived at Telaelkabir, This is an enormous camp. Thers are
fourty mileas of tents here and the camp is close to the Suex Canal,

AS soon as we 2ot here we found things were more 'war like!
and everytaing is far stricter then we were used to. Here we get
a ?2ir ghare of tdog food'. The biscuits are 23 hard g iron and
we zet them in bagfulls. Tou could makse a good tile 2loor out of
them. We also got a taste of Piggy - we call it Lance Corporal
bacon because there is only one stripe of lean on it.

The longest trains I have ever seen in my 1life I have seen
since being in Egypt. They are a tremendous length. I have seen
eighty vehicles and one engine - this is all level country here,
otherwise they could'nt do it.

When we first arrived in Egypt we found the money very
difficult, but after a while, when we are taken down a few times,
we soon jerry. There are eight digferent coins in the E%yptian
money, from the quarter 'Milleme! to the twenty 'Pilastre’ piece.
Then starts the note money, They are similar to our Ten Shilling
note, The money commonly used is the half, one, five, ten, and
twerty Piastre pieces, One Piastre is about 2§ pence., 1It's
wonderful how one can beat the natives down in prices. In one
case I tried to buy a walking stick from one of them in the strset
and he wanted a hundred Piastres for it. I beat him down to six,
and then I never bought it. One delights in arguing with them.

There are hundreds of them in the str:ets selling oranges,
peanuts, matches, and cigarettes., There are also hundreds of
Boot Blacks and you can get a good shine for half a Plastre. The
town of Heliopolis is built principally of bricks made of sand and
there are some buildings here which are very fine, It's gquite
common for one building to have a hundred apartmmnis and the
finest building is the 'Palace Hotel', built by a syndicate of
natives, and now called the 'Palace Hospital', because it is at
present £dlled with wounded Australians. Hellopolis is a second
*Monte Carlo', built by a millionaire for the purpose of gambling,
and by what I have seen, it was no failure, Thousands of Pounds
change hands here every night,




PAGE SEVEN

On the 1st of ¥arch, 1916, we were re-organised, and
helped to form & new Battalion - the 50th Battalion, This seeme
a long way from home after being used to the 10th Battalion,

On Sunday, 12th of March, some of us went out into the
desert and had a look at the trenches that were made thirty-tvo
years ago by the Arabs in defence of their country from the
British. I can remember the battle of Tel-el-kabilr from history
lessons. There are miles and miles of trenches here, and one
wonders howW they have stood for so long., Battles in those days
were decided ina few hours, The British came across the desert
by night and took the Arsbs by surprise and that is how Egypt
is now a British Protectorate. There must have been an awful
slaughter here, for you can dig up skulls and skeletons by the
hundzeds of both sides and also 0ld rifles and bullets and all
sort3 of war materials that have been drifted over by sand in
the years gone by. The descpts of Egypt are not all sand, as
one might think, but a mass of pretty little stones, and there
is no sign of vegetation for miles, not even a bush,

~ On the 16th of March we were inocculated again and had
to go through the agonies of that again. 0n the 19th of March
we got our first big mail, and no-one but the boys know how we
accept it. They nearly go mad when they get a letter from their
dezr ones at home. This is my first ¥sil and I got eizht letters
I could'nt sleep that night for joy. A lot of letters go astray,
and ope can't wonder why as they are unloaded like hay in
bagfulls.

~ On March the 22nd the Prince of Wales and General BIRDWOOD
paid a visit to our camp, This is the first time I have seen
our future King and I was surprised to gee such a boy. IHe wag
riding a splendid black horse and he had all hls Guards with
him, as well as Staff and two or three other big "Heads'. The
Prince was carrying three 'stars' and as he rode along the lines
we all 'Hip-hoo-rayed' him. In the afterncon he ordered a half
holiday for us, We were wishing he would come every day for the
training we have here 1s very hard. I have worked hard but never
before in my life have I felt so broken down. It was awful, and
on such little food. :

On the 23rd of March we were all lssued with helmets to
protect the back of our necks and also shorts, and onee again we
looked like little boys, or rather the bottom half of us did and
the top half looked like an old Indian Game Hunter, so you can
picture the sights we were. Nevertheless, we were glad to get
them.

' on the 24th we were inocculated again and went through the
same agonies again, In 2 few days wWe are going to move, and todsay
the 27th Harch, they have got us out in the desert marching eyery:
where with a full pack, breaking us in (or at least down) for the
Journey. The sun and the heat. is intense and almost unbearable
and we are only allowed one bottle of water per day. Only the
strongest of ua can do this. ’

i
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PAGE EIGHT

On the last day of ¥erch we left Telelkabir early in the
morning and merched 18 miles along a fresh water canal to a place
called 'Mashsama', which is a railwsy siding, and we stopped there
for the day ot two o'clock. This was a terrible task and I shall
never forget it. hen on the march we always go for 40 minutes and
then have ten minuies spell. This is merching rules for the whole
of the journey until the destination is reached.

On April Foals Day (1st april), we again left our camp at
3 o'clock in the morning and went on another twenty miles to a
place called 'eeesess'y well, I forget the name, anyhow this was
another terrible day's merch and on very litile water. iiater carts
were following us but we only get enough to make us thiraty again,
Natives were following us with orenges and they were a terrible
pZ‘ice.

on the 2nd Aprsl, after another heavy dayés msrching, we
g0t to Serapium, This is a camp in Asia Hinor, Just over the
3uez Canal, The distance we have comg in these three days was
just on fifty miles and they were the hardest £ifty I have evcr
done., 32 Brigade that went over the same route about scven days
prior to cur trip lost three men from want of water, and one
Drivate shot an Officer and then shot himself, vater is a hard
thing to get in these places and scme were paying five Piastres
to the natives for a boitle of dirty water, The next morning E
Pound al lot of us in the Suez Canal, which ig only & half a 3
mile from the camp. A dip in the briny was all we could wish {or
and it wes here that I learned to swim,

On the 11¢h April I weighed mysell end wes surprised when
I turned the scales at 11 stome, 4 Lb, we get a fair share oi
gift stuff in the sweets line from sustralia, which is very
acceptable, and a bigger share in dust storms and zgnata, which are
most unwelcomed., It"s nothing to sse a gouple of chaps sitting
down in the sun "gnatting' themselves, lZvery time I looked, and
that was every day, I found atout ten or fiftcen of them on me on
whe avepage, :

¢n the 16th .pril I wes working 21l day anéd night digging
out a2 train that was drifted over in a dust storm. .«e wWere glad
when we found the rails, Sizxteen Turkish prisoners went {hrough
today that were captured in 2 1little 'boxz-on' not far from here,
This area is where the Turks made a rald on the 3uez Canal a
while ago, and we saw the grave of Hajor Von Hagan, a German who
was  leading the Turks, <Cne of our boys dug aim up and took his
?uttgns and a few Plastros from his bhody andhe got three years

or it.

4G Gnazh? 20th A?gil W? had a merch sast the Prince of .jales
an ereral Murray, review, The next day was Good Friday and
it hurt vus when we had to work all day. i 7




PAGE NINE

On Raster Mondsy we were taken out into the desert, with
very little water, and when we came back to camp we rushed the
tanks., Officers and bayonetis would'nt have stopped us. The
lousy devils they have plenty of beer and refreshments and the
poor privates can't get even enough water, considering we have
salt bacon for breakfast, or al least 'lance Corporsl bacon', as
we call it.

on Anzsc Day we had sports on the Canal, which were a
great success, On the 8th Hay, 1916, we left Serspiam for the
Railhead, a distance of five miles, and were very sorry when we
hed to leave the Canal behind as I often used to nick off down
to the canal and have a dip and 1 was never once caught by the
Red-caps. At the Railhead we were issued with smoked glasses to
protect our eyes, Ve made camp there and we used to parade there
at four in the morming and rest during the day.

on the 18th May we left Railhead at three o'clock in the
morning for the trenches, only four miles away, and on the 20th
day slept in the trenches for the first time, These have been
built to protect the Suez Canal from a threatened invasion by
the Turks, There are eighty miles of tireuches and they are
guarded by very few Ten because more men could be got there from
Bgypt in & few hours. On the 20th we also got our first mail
agéresced to the 50th Battalion, Cn the 31st of Nay we were
relieved by some Hampshire men, and the next day we left the
trenches at 2.30 a.m. and arrived at sthe Reilhead at 4,50 a.m.

on the 2nd of June we wemt to 3erapium to get our ¢lothes
disinfected and have a wash., It was the first chance to wash our
faces for deys as all we got in thu trenches was water for
drinking. The heat here is as high as 12, degrees and it took
some water to cool that,

on Sunday, 4th Sune, we left again at 8 o*clock at night
for No.2 3iding, across the Canal, in an awful sand storm, ve
arrived there and left by train at half past itwelve in open trucks
and got to Alexandria at nine the next morning, the 5th of June,
The morning just dawned in time to ace the pretty country close to
Alexandria. This is a large port, though I did'nt see much of it.

We embarked here on the transport 'ARCADIAN', a ship of
1,400 tons with a speed of 2), knots. There Were numerous other
transports here also. well, we were put on, and it was a put on,
jammed in everywhere. There were 2,500 troops on beard and room
for only about 1,500, This was a very uncomfortable trip and
only like soldiers we grinned and beared it, I was glad when the
Journey wes done.

On the wep we were never once sure where wWe were going, and
only knew that we were in a 'dangerous Zone' and had to be
constantly on the watch for whatever might turn up and the whole
of the way we had to wear our Life Belts. I don't know what good
they would have been to us for we would never heve got out of the
ship in time unlesa you were up on deck, we were that jammed in.
There are Cruisers and Battleships every where you look, and we
travel at nights with all lights out and portholes closed.
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Well, after five days on the sea we finally reached the
port of Marseilles, in FRAXCE, on the night of 11th ol June, 1916,
The next morning we disembarked and camped in the port. In the .
afternoon we were given leave to have a look at the town and hed
to go through the same ordeal with the change of money and _
languasge. However, everything here is much cheaper than in Egypt
and you can get a decent feed here, even though it be 'frogs & !
spails'. My first meal in France cost me Ten Frangs, about
8/4. There are seven coind in French money and cne, a ¥Franc, is i}
equal to 10 pence in English value, Hure we also get a lot of
Belgian money, MNarseilles is a very pretiy place, densly wooded
with very pretty trces. _

On the 13th of June we left ¥arseilles by train and travelled
day and night for 60 hours, or two and a hald days, from the south
to the north of France and I shall never forget the sights and |
gretty scenery that I saw on this journey. It was one long

Paradise' of gardens, crops, and running sipeams of water, with
ferns, fruit trees, and tall trees of all descriptions looking at
their best. This is the best time of year to visit this part of !
the wWorld. One thing I have noticed here in France, and that is :
you never see an iron roof, every building 1s roofed with red tiles,;

At the end of this pretty ride we passed Calals, stopped at

12 g'clock, got out of the train, and marched three miles to a.
village called Hazebrouk., Here we were billeted in houses and
barns and it was nice to get a rest and lay down., e could'nt
sleep in the train as it was too crowded. I forgot to mention
that during the journey we passed through the suburbs of Paris,
: The first thing we noticed when we got to Hazebrouk was the = |

roar of Artillery, which is only nine miles away. I will be able !
to speak more of this later onm, no doubt. On the 17th June, 1516,
I had a look at a few of the villages, and although they are so
cloase to the seat of war and thunder, @verything loocks so. peacefull..
The fields ere green and look lovely and one can aardly credit this
after sceing Zgypt. I also forgot to mention that on the train
journey we pacsed through some very long tunneld, one of which must
have péen a mile and a nzlfi in lenghh,

On the 19th June, after several days, we left this billet and
marched twelve miles to a village called Sailly. There were one
nundred men £8ll out on this march., It was a forced march and the
hard cobdle stones were too much for the feet. when we reached
our new billets there were not many in the Battallon that could
have gone on much furtier and we were all glad when they stopped,

After a week we left Sailly on the thh June to go up as
‘Suzports! in the trenches, iie left our billets at ten that night
in groups of five, as it is too dangerous otherwise, For the four
hours it took us it rained 2ll the way and we arrived in the
Supports with everything wet through, except for our blanket, which
wag in our oil sheets. Otherwise, everything was wet through and
soaking, packs and all. e settled down in the dark and had.to
sleep as we were and were not allowed to take any of our wet clothes
off, We wers too close to the Firing Line now to undress and any
man cauﬁht with—anythin% off was 'Crimed'. Fancy sleeping like this |
in civilian 1ife, Practically in water, you might say. '

X P8 oy bt et o e wET PTTTSTAY, mﬂ’
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well, around here one can sec the devastation of War, Lverye-
one you sce is in uniform, houses are on the ground, churches are
burned or destroyed, roads are rooted up with shells, telephone
wires are cut and the country 1s one mass of hidden trenches,
barbed wire entanglements, ammunition depots, and dug=-outs, Some
of us are in dug~cuts and others are in old houses,

je are in the region of Armentiers and this country was onee
held by the Germans in the early part of the far. This is a pretty
alace too, a2nd there are hundreds of fruit trees gone to the pack
from want of care. It is tWwo years now since the inhabitants have
l=ft.

This is where I got my christening under fire. Qur batteries
are hidden along here and the Huns are fishing for them, i vig
"Jopnson' shegl would go Jjust over us and our boys would sit up
and say, "A little bit lower, Fritz", and "Another one, ritz,
another shell fOr ececsse o e I got another mail here, twelve
letters, one frcm everyone back home,

on the 10th of July, 1916, we left the supports at Croex
alanck at one o'elock in the morning and marched as fap as Estaires
reaching there at 8 o'clock the same morning. Here we campeg in an
0ld Flour #ill for the day. This is a fai®tly large town, with
wonders of 211 sorts. A very old and large Catholic Church here
drew my attention and I was tcld that the Germans wanted £25,000
to leave it alone and untouched, from the French. hether they
got it or not I can't say, but it was never touched. The Germans
held all this arca in the early part of the war and this is easily
depicted by the 1little Wooden crosses, Or crucifixes, in every
field and all through thic country. Icme zre in pememberance of
unknown heroes aznd others have names cn, these are British Soldler:
and I also had a 1ook at the French cemetery here. They also have
a plot of land set aside for Australian Soldiers in this cemetlery
and there is quite a hundred heroes lying here, ard in quite a
ghort time, to0. I also saw two of our boys buried here. They
died that morning and I happened to be in the cemetery when they
were being buried., There was no crowd, only the four bearers and
the Parson. The bodies were on a stretcher, wrapgped in a Union
Jack flag and sewn up in their own blankets, and they get a very
decent burial. Then ithere i3 a little cross at the head of the
grave with the Rank, Battalion, Religion, age, and casualty, died
of wounds, or kiiled in action on 1t. Very decent indeed. One
can find their dead herees easily, and photos can be procured of
these graves, )

on the 11th July, 1916, we left Estaires and went back ©o
Castre, 12 miles hard march, and it was =y luck to be billeted
in a pig sty. DPigs were turned out to make room for twenty orf us,
This is a Pact. I Woka up in the night with some-thing on my
face, and found it was one of the pigs slobbering my face through
a nole in the wall. She wanted to zet in again, I suppose., 1
stufted the wall with wet straw (some of my beds, but she would
eat it as fast as I could stusf it in so I had to shift outside
and I would have liked to have let her in on the others, After
this we were crawling with lice and fleas zgzin.

]
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At 5,00p.m. on the evening of 13th July, 1916 we left Castre
again for 'somewhere', because we never know Where We are going,
and marched eight miles to a railway station ealled Bailleul,
Here we entrained at 10.00 p.m. and, Jammed in, 40 men to each
horse truck, we travelled all night and arrived at Candas at
4,00a.m. the next morning., We left the train there and marched
ten miles to a village called Pernois,

During the day there we had a tExm tin of Bully Beef each
and a few 'tiles' to eat. The day before we had only had one
meal, too, Oh, God, let me live to tell this, this was the worst
village we have been in so far, for you can't buy very much in the
line of eatables and for days we had no bread, and we did a2 lot
of Route Marching here at the same time, e ape 25 miles behind
the 'firing Line' and we can hear the guns plainly,

On the 29th July, after about a fortnight, we left Pernocis
and marched 12 miles to a village called Hessaratt and this was
a terrible march, It was a very warm day and out of the Brigade
eight hundred men fell out, some with their legs and feet bleeding,
They were still coming into the billets all the next day, We were
then about nine miles behind the front line,

One thing about this part of Franee is that you can get
fresh water anywhere at a depth of about ten feet, which is a
God-send in one way, and difficult in anotier way for we can't get
out trenches deep enough because of the Soakage. One can get
plenty of liquor in France because every house has home-nade beer
and 'vin', as they call it, although it is very rottan sturf and
very weak, One can drink three vottles and hardly feesl the effect,
There is no such thing as a general '"Hotel! anywhere I have been
vet, but instead there are 'Cafe's' everywhere and they zll have
liquor, and they are naxing a fortane out of the Australians,
Anyway, Hessaratt is a nice little village and ons can by a few
iloaves of bread and a bit of French cake. Vhile here we did a
few more Route Marches to keep us fit,

A few days later, on the 1st August, we left fop a place
naimed Badencourt Wood, eight miles distant, a reasting hot day
and the marchk took the stuffing out of us, This is a very large
'Wood' and the timber is 8traight and very high, and all around
it is nothing but a mass of trenches and wire entanglements in
case of invasion, Lut the Germans never reached as far as this,

We Were camped in huts here, four feet high and painted a colour
that aeroplanes can’t discern,

On the 5th August, after 5 days, we left this wood and went
to within half a mile of Albert. We left our backs at Badencourt
Wood and just took a blanket, ground sheet, razor & towel with
us. e reached Albert at 1,00 o'clock in the morning of the 6th
and we camPed-in the open, We are now six miles from the lines
83 our boy's have pushed the Huns back a few mikes, and one more
time we have the sound of the guns roaring in ohr ears,




PAGE THIRTEEN

The Somme region has beer very busy since the bepining of
the #ar. Here you see not one, but hundreds and hundreds of
*air craft' manouvreing all day long. e also saw a cocuple of
'duels® fought in the air and there are dozerns of Observation
Balloons tp a good height., Albert is, more or less, a heap of
ruins, 1t is a railway town and ithe £first train to run for more
than twe years was run on the 5th of Augmat, This shows the great
advance we are msking,

A very large church here 1s a mass of ruins, I have been
right through it and I have some stone I took off the broken
altar, This is the finest church I have ever seen and I should
say it would have cost about £100,000 to build and not too many
years ago, ether, The steeple is 90 fze¢t high and on top there is
a statue of the Virgin Mary wioth = clilid in her hand. ' This piece
of metal work, which would stand another 2C feet hizh, is Bow
lying in a vertical position overhénging the street, and they say
that when this piece falils the War is going to finish, There
must be tons of metal in it and I can imagine it coming down,

In the church there is padded furniture, organs, pictures, and
Tine pieces of sculpture and solid blocks of marble lying and
torn everywhere. This can never be repaired again, There was,
I am told, two thousand high explosive sheéls put into this
church,

There is a 'salvage party' working in this town now, and
they have plenty of work, for everything was left by the fleeing
inhabitants two years ago. The Gerzans never entered Albert but
it was in their view and we can see from here the Germans £irst
line before they wcre pushed back, I saw all this on the 7th.
Today is the 8th and I saw W, danow Shés morning and C. Underwood
Irom Mannum, near houme, This 1is more encouraging as they told me
good news from the Front.

The Sth August was a wet day and we all got wet through
and with no change of clothes to put on we had to grin and bear it.
On the 10th August General CUL gave us an addeess and wished us
gocd luck in battle,

On the morning of the 11th we left Albert at 5.00a.m, for
the 'supports', e got there, hed dinner, :ind then an crdier came
dowWn o move off to the front in five minutes and we were told
thet e had to be ready to hop the 'parapets' at half past ten
that pight, This was a great surprise that had be<n sprung on us
as tiie Battalion tazt were to do it could'nt get in in time. Well
Wwe all knew it had io be done, so the soconer the better, and get
it finished, as we were getiing shelled where we were anyway.

Well, the five minutes jassed ond we were moving down
2i0ng the comumunications trench into the Front Line, All the wag
we were heavily shelled hut we ot in with only a few casuzlties
and no-one killed, Jc hud to move in in groups of Tive with
50 yards interval. 32everal times we were halted and the smell of
the dead was terrible. We ot into the Front Line trench, or
what was lefi of it, and had to huddle up anywhere and wait for
the time to attack ic come, which was another two and a half hours.
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This two and a half hours was s terrible tize for we
were being shelled all the while with high explosives and had
a lot of casualties, Here we wWele, crouched between the desd
and dying - I shall never forget it. “e remained there like
that until 10 ofelock and then wewere given an ammo issue,

4t twenty five past ten we crawled out of the trench witl
fixed bayeonets and rifles loaded and advanced £ifty yards, fere
we lald low and walted for the artillery. sxactly at hall past
ten every gun was speaking and ralning shell after shell into
the Cepman iines, With this we up and advanced to within Iifty
gords of the German trenches and then waited for the artillery
parrage to cease, which was to sioz at ten to X=m eleven,

A3 scon as they stooped their barrage onto the German
supsorts we sprang to our Feet with one mighty yell and ran and
jumped into the Geraan trench and geot to work with bayonetls and
bombs (hand grend@ades). 1 won't explain this. The next thing
was to dig in and we lost ne time in Joing this, It was 'life
or death' because we were in there nc zore than hall an hour
when the Gepman artillery found out and turned their big zuns
on us,

This was the last I knew until I Zound mysell back at tht
Dressing Station. I was buried twice and the H.0, Zave me a
pass to get away, and I can assure jyou that it 4id'nt take ze
long, I hed had enocugh of it. I zot into an ambulance and
was taken to a D.R.3. twelve miles away, arriving there on the
acrning of the 13th August.

A batslefield i3 a heorrible spectacle, with she micghty
eraters and ground torm up, vlg 750 pound tduds' lying around,
dead ~nd dying men, and the awfull smell. The noise 01 bombs,
ampmunition and sauipment 2and the mighty roar of the guns all
add to make it worse, Villsges and :Vo0dS Were no mors to be
seen. I shall never forget the smell of burnt cordite.

After neveral days, on the 18th, I left the D.R.o, amnd
on the 20th I Jjeined up witih the mattolion again, It was then
that I learnt fully the Casualty List. The Dattalion came oul
of it only sixz hundred strong and had four hundred casualties,
Some come ocut without rifle and otheérs without ecuipment, I
lost everything I had, inecluding ail oe sresents I got when
going away in South Australia,

on the 43t we marched to and billeted in 2 viilage
C211CA .eeevses Here we stayed uptil the 25th August, On that
dey we maprched to anoxther »illet towards the Firing Line again,
"his nlace was called Rubempre and we stayed there for a 4ay.
5o the 27th we went to Vadencourtd oo@, the zlsce we were in
before, nrevicus to going to the Tiréng Line, This is where 1
wos put in the Company iachine Guns after having passed three
@szeks training, On the 29th we left here and went to Albert
again and this time we were biileted in the town itself,
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Un the 2nd September, 1916, 'C' Company's Machine Guns
and a party of bombers, moved up to the firdng line to assist
the 51st Battalion in fhe stunt they were going to make this
night for '"Merchy Farm. The rest of the '50th Battalion were
in reserves, We got to the Line at 10 o'clack that night and
took up a position in an isolated spot afiter having got in
under heavy shell fire without a casualty.

At ten past five next morning the artillery barrage
started and it was a pretty sight. In the darkness behird us
there was one long continuoug line of light and fire fromithe
many, many guns, and on our right, about three hundred yards in
froné of us there was a mountain of smoke and earth rising
sky-wards., This barrage las ted about fourty mimutas.

Then the infantry charged. We Machine Gunners stayed
oshind to repulse any counter attack ard keep u» a flanking
fire. The infantry took the farm at the point of the bayonet,
but after being in possession of it for thr-e hours they were
driven out of it again., There was no counter attack but Fritz's
artillery was too strong for them to hold it so they nad to
retire back to our own lines.

There were hundreds of Germsns at this farm and our boys
took over a lmndred pri#ioners. The country here is all mined.
The Germans have underground commnication trenches here and
large, deep dug-outs which are fiitted out with eleetric light,
naperad walls, and all conveniences one could think of.

That day, the 3/9/1916, was a very eventful day for us 1%
Machine Gunners. UYWe were only f£ifty yards away in one nlace and
they were all around us on +three sides. One had to bae constantly
observing for the snipers were ziving us blazes and we did'nt
53ive them their own way &ither. We could see them in their
trenches when the Star Shells were fired and we put a few
magazines in there,

Victor Bampton, our corporal, and two of us, were
ordered to move our gun to another position and we had *o do
this in broad daylight over no-manseland. Anyhow, we undertook
it ard gzot there alrizht and we were just outting the gun in
nosition when a large shell struck the parapet and out of the
four of us standing there together 1t got two. A marvelous
escape,
At 4,00a.m. in the morning of the 4th Septemter, we got
word to zet ready to get out of it ag the Canadians vere coming
un to relieve us and it did'nt take us long. This was good news
for we weres only in thirty six hours but we had a terrible
experience. The trench was maddy and it was trying to rain.

The whole time we were lying low in the wet, cold , muddy trenches .

and they were too narrow to turn in. When we got away from the
front only half of us came out - the others were all casualties.
We wallted back to Albert and were damn pleased to be able %o
lay down and have fourty winks.
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From Albert we marched to Atheule, 2 railway village, which
toock us two days of marching. We entrained there and arter a
gix hour ride we arrived at Candas again, in the Ypres region, om
the 8th September. On the 9/9/1916 we were billeted in a village
ecalled Stceenrade, a fine large place, The whole 13th Brigade
were around here.

cn the 16th September, +er about a week there, the 50th
Battalion were moved by motor transport to a town called Totting-
hem, 3 a distance of about 20 miles, for the purpose of new
cfficers to try their hands with us.

There was a fine large town close by called St. Omer and we
had a real good time here. sie were the first Austrslians that
have been in this area and we Tound the people very good indeed.
There are some very pretty woods and fields here. Hops, Mangles,
and Beans are cultivated here to a large extent and these are Just
about What they live on. Also, blackberries grow here anywhere,
mostly wild, and many a good feed I had on them. shile we were at
St.0mepr, young Roberts dled.

#4e were here till the 8th October, when, after several Weeks
we entrained and after a four hours pride arrived in a place called
Dickybush, in Belgium, on the 'Ypres Salient'. IHere we were
doing fatigues building trenches and all sorts of work. This is
a peal home after the 'Somme'. e Wwere here until the 23rd of
October, and on the last day here we were shelled very heavily and
had to go back to our pillets early. «e¢ had very few casualties,

on the 24L410/1916 we marched %o Benninaherst and stayed a
day and while we were nere we handed in our steel helmets and gas
respirators so the big guery was, "iihere are we going?'. ‘Are vwe
£inished with war and going for a holiday?' All sorta of rumours
Wepe current, some mentioning Ireland, Zngliand, Salonika, and
3gypt. Nobody knows but we are all surmising. Sonme 3ay we will
be on the 'Somme' again béfore leng, but God, how can we live
there, wWith winter coming 1t's almost too cold to live in good
tprepches - what must the open fields be like?.

Anyhow, the 25/10/16 found us billeted in 2 1ittle village
five miles further on. 1 am expecting to get word to go to the
Royal Flying Corps ay day, for 1 have voluntcered and been
accepted about six weeks ago, and I em anxious to go. 1 have been
Number One on the Lewis Machine Gun since the last 'stunt'. Our

, 'C' companys No.2 Lewis Gun 1s Serial No.5524, and I am the
Corporal in charge. The chaps in my crew are privates P.L. JETHER
3.N.4907, Pvt.G.D. BUTLER S.N.1650, Pvt. P,V COLLINGTON S.N,1763,
Pvt.J.N. COAD 3.N.1656, and Pvi. 4.J.F. ARTHUR S.N.1526, We are
all very close friznds.

On the 29/10/46 we left Bemminghurst (or Benninaherst) and
marched to Boerhip. We atayed there one day and then went to
Popperinghe, Here we entrained for St.Riguer, heading toward the
*Somme' again. This was a ride of gbout 70 miles and in dirty old
horse trucks all night. Ve stayed at St.Riguer for about thr-e
houre and the marched on to Bussess, where we stayed until the
2nd Nomni‘ber’ 19160
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On that-daa we went to Ruec 8y 8t there for a night
and then went to Vignacourt, a faigfg- arggyp ace, Itwas uhifg ’

I as at Bussess that I officially got made Corporal and got my
stripe, On the 7/11/16 we left Vignacourt in French Motor Busses
and after travelling for eight hours arrived at a place called
Burieu, This is asbout 15 miles from the Firing Line and theee are
three big hospitals here, and mud - I never saw anything like it
before, Now we are sure we are on the Somme again and we are
getting 211 sorts of rumours sbout the front., It was here that
there was an 'Alr Raid' on the Hospitals and Fritz managed to

kill three Sergeants and wound a lot of others, I happened to see
the raid and the guns firing up at them.

- On the 13/11/16 we handed in out packs and b3inkets and
marched to Fricourt, and here the roar of the artillery is getting
greater, While I was at Burien Victor Weate got a letter from
London asking him for assistance in finding me, @s I am poated as
'Missing' since the last time in on the Somme, I don't know yet
if the news has gone home and I am anxious to know, This will
show how easy mistakes can be made, I inzediately notified the
authoritles in London and asked them to cable home,

. After the five mile march to Fricourt we stayed there for
ane day and then marched on Xke to the Front Lines, This was a
distance of about eight miles and we were all dead tired when we
- got theee, ve had a terrible lot of mud to travel through, up to
outr knees in places, and we were all carrying a big load.
Considering it was dark, we were travelling through shell holes,
and we were being shelled going in, it was very unpleasant travel-
ing.

Anyhow, we took over and relieved the 9th Batialion., This
Was an isolated position and during the 24 hours we wWere here we
never had an enemy shell in the trench, but on the morning of
14/11/16 scmeone put up the $5.0.3. signgl and our own artillery
began to sweep no-mans-land in front cf us, This is theé#r duty
in a Counter-attack, but a lot were bursting over our heads and
Several of our chaps were hit, but not aserious.

: There must have been some big battles fought here for there
were dead men lying about in hundreds. One Australian ¥ajor I saw
was evidently bogged down angd sniped, for he was up to his knees
in md and standing partially up and I could still discern the
*Crown' on his shoulder,

On the night of 14/11/16 we were relieved by another Company
of the 50th Battalion and we came back into the supports. There we
were doing Fatigue work to the Front Line treches until 17/11/16.
Thet we went into the Firing Line again, a position more to the left
of the last one, Here we stayed until the 19/11/16, a total of
L8 hours, and this was a cow of a place. Fritz knew we were there
and was contfually shelling our position, e had 20 casudities
out of 50 men in 48 hours, That will glve you a good idea of the
position, It was very uncomfortable as the trenches were all full
of md and water and to make things worse we had three inches ‘of
Snow on the morning of 18/11/¥6 and this continued until that
ggggﬁi Cg%ﬁ! ;EOhégad, ig w;slgold, and mud - I never did see
. n e : ore., shall never .
is ny tgird g1t ?in' o the Somme.v forget this position. This
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On the night of 19/11/46 the 49th Battalion relieved us
and I could’nt get out quick encugh, We all came back to Delrille
Wood and were put in dug-outs on an old trench. We were doing
Fatlgue work here for the Brigade for a little ofer a week until
on 30/11/16 we moved back into hnts at Fricourt.

We remained there until the 6/12/16 and then entrained for
Buire, arriving there the same day, BHere we were put inteo billets
again and this was a little more comfortable for we soon dug up
a fire bucket and bought some cosd from the Engine Drivers, We
put in a faidkly good time here. After a feow weeks we left by
train for Vignafourt, arriving there at ExEinxihexpawningx ten
in the night. We then marched another five miles to St.Vart,
arriving there at 1 a.m. '

It was at StVart that we spent our Christmes and while herc
it snowed, which made it very cold. Ve spent Christmas as well as
could be expected and had vegetables and pudding for Dinner, Wwe
left St.,Vart in the New Year, on the 4th January, 1917, and then
marched to Burieu, arriving there omn the 6th January. we left
there making for the Front Line again and arrived at Fricourt oh
the 8th January, We stayed thers two days and then went into
'Close supports' at Flers, and then on the 12th January we wemt
into the Front Line again for two days, and then back into the
Supports for two days, and from there we went to 'Switch Trepch',
about two miles from the front line,

We were engaged there on fatigue duties for nine days and
it was incredibly cold. A4And snow, did'nt it snow, it was nine -
inches thick and was the first snow fall I have seen of any
importance. This settled all the mud but my God it was cold.

We lefi 'Switch Trench' on the 28th Jamuary, 1917, and went
further back from the Lines tc Burnapay Wood, into huts called
'Perth Camp'., Here we got all our Christmas boxes and gifis from
Australia. I also got a big parcel from home and one from Queens=
lard, 80 I had all I could desire, It was either feasst or famine,
while at Perth Camp we were doing fatiguea to the Front Line and
the near vieinity and most of it was night work,

We left Perth Camp on the 17th February, after several weelk
and went back into the Firing Line again, ie were relieved again
on the 13th February, after twc days, and came back into the
Supports again until the 21/2/17. Then we wemt back onto the
the Firing Line again until the 23/2/17. Then on that day we left
the Line ard marched to a place called Becant, a distance of about
eight miles, and we them stayed there overnight. The next day
We went on to Burieu, arriving there on the 25/2/17.

This is the 5th time I have been in the Front Line on this
Front and I am full up with it, Cn the 22/3/17 we left Burieu and
after a three day march found curselves in the Firing Line again.,
It was while at Burieu that I got my Second Stripe. In going up
we marched over a lot of country that the Germans had Just
evacuated, including Bapume, and a lot of ather villages. We went
into what was then our front line for three days. It was |
practically only outposts and new sort of fighting for us.
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jell, we came out, had two days rest, snd on the morning of
2nd April, 1917, went back up to the Line again fully equiped.
At 5.15a.m, that morning we charged the German Lines through the
village of Norieul for a depth of a mile, in the face of dozens
of Hachine Guns and heavy rifle flre,

1 had charge of thirty-eight Lewls Guroners on starting the
attack and when we reached our objective there were only seven
men left, vut we still hed all four Guns, I was only in the
German trench about an hour and during that time I wad trying to
drive off a counter attack with a Xachine Gun. I could sce the
Germens within Tourty yards of the trench we Were holding and
they were shoulder to shoulder as they advanced with baycnets
shining and they were big men, too, They <ropped like hay beiore
a bincer from the fire from oy gun, I cddim it was 1y zun that
broke the attack.

T+ was lixe tha: for about an hour, when sudenly I found
myself in the bottem of the trench witia a bullet through the 10D
of my head and another in the right shoulder. That finished me,
I had to get away as scen as possible and the desi way I could.
The trench was by then nesrly full with dead znd dying men, After
wal%;ng for three miles I found a dressing statlon and here I got

88 tance.

I went through several dreasing stations before I found
myself in the 13th General Hospital at Bologne., It was there thet
on the 5/4/17 I was put under the '{-Rays' and the next day had an
onepration and hed the hullet removed from my shoulder.

I left Bolou.ne at half sast five in the evening and boarded
the hospital boat callad the Vst.Denniat bound for Jover, - .GL:D.
I~ oo 23 two hours to eross the injzlish Channel and I was then
out in 2 Hespital Iralin bound for Londom. after four hoirs ride
T arrived there and found zysels in the 15t London reneral
Hospitale 111 the way over from France the swogle waere very good
and could never do encagh or one,

1 was at that Hosnital for three days 2nd wiille laere I vas
sut under the 'XeRays' =gain and they discovered that there was
anothoer bullet still ip oy back very close to my lungs, but tiey
would not operate, In this Hospitnl we had a real good time, but
there were some very bnd cases there, The visitors were very
goed, fstehing flowers and whatever one asked for., our Australian
Red Cross were giving us the needy things reguired.

I left this Hospital on day 17th and went to a convalescent
Home at Sloomsbury. Thils is a fine large place and holds about
eichty soldiers. ‘W get >lenty of outings here, The very first
day they tcok ua to the Theatre and everystaing was free for us,
The next day we went 5o the pictures and then on a modor ride to
the Londeon Zoo, 2nd then iea to follow. Inoticed nothing of
importance here sxcopi thut Australia was well represented in
birds, especially parrots, and I think they were nearly all from
3cuth sustralis. I pessed that remark at the tize,

it is now June 123t apnd still we continue to have good times
here. I have scen very little of London yet but hope to later on,
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1 have been X-iayed here again, and still the piece i3 1n
my back, I don't know why they don't come and take it out, Ob
the 12th June we hed a2n all day trip on the Xxm Thames River and
enjoyed it very muche« ,

on the 13th June, 1917, 1 letft Bloomsbury for a Hedlcal
foard Examination and found myself back in the 13t London General
Hospital again. It was terrible, coming back tc Hospital again
aftep being in such & lively zlace as Rlacmsburly.

The first thing afier arrival here 1 was X-rayed again and i
still tae Doctors shook thelir heads. 1magine oe, #ith my thoughta !
of going home.

After nearly six weeks in that Hospital, on the 26th July,
1 was transferred to Harefield for another Medical Board Zxam. I
did'nt zet my "boARD' here as expected but was marked '"B.I.B.' and
sransferred to Heymouth, another Acstralian Depot.

Thigs meant a hundred and Pifty mile trip in the train, 1
pad a lovely ride in the train and got 3 good view of the country
of Southern =ngland. thile in London I saw Lwo of the biggest
'24ir Raids' the Gernans have ever tried on London, On one occais i
Tpitz come over with fourty flying machines and did a lot of
Aamage besides xilling a lot of people.

weymouth 1s a pretty place and is situated on the coast and
wWe gan see mlleﬂ out o ses8 hez‘e...........--o.o“ '

THi DISEY ADAD HIRD

~__———-—__—‘

cornopal .illdam ..1Tred STLRLLIG, 04275,
LT - ~ x - — N -
Iu'g,q;pggny 50th Zatt, 15th 2rigade, Lth austm, Infsniiy,.
disd of Wounds at the .eymouth Camp
Hospital on the 16th .ugust, 1917,
at the age of 2L years, 6 months.
l..l."l".‘.ﬂ.a.
H? was huried on the 20th ugust, 1517, in
the lelcombe Zegls Cemetary, WEYERCUTH, in
arave o.3143, ~lot 'CY.
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