Therese & Bryce Hawkins
30 Donnington Street
Carindale Q 4152

Phone 07 3395 1725
Mobile 0438 194415

Email brytess@bigpond.net.au
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Have enclosed a copy of the last letter written by Michael (Max) Ravensby to his wife,
together with a typed transcript, as the original was impossible to read until I did some
enhancing on the PC.

We enjoyed seeing you all yesterday and look forward to doing it again sometime.

Kind regards

7
-‘/L—Su et

Therese & Bryce



(Transcript of letter written by Michael (Max) Ravensby to his wife)

Rosemount Hospital
Brisbane

June 9" 1936

Dear Alice

[ received two of your letters today. What was the reason to write a letter
one after the other.

I am getting on a lot better since you have been here and I might be able to
avoid operation. I wiil have a conversation with the doctor next Friday. I am
able to take a little more food and I do not feel so much pain as before. Joan
has been telling me that the Ruth and Beau and Joyce are coming this
Saturday, if they have plenty of time let them come they are quite welcome,
I like to see them all. Kind regards to Mr Appleby and Mr Flynn, tell them I
am getting on good.

Halcyon has been telling me about the canaries. I wonder if she likes them, I
have not much opinion about the birds in captivity, they do not enjoy their
life in cages.

If Joyce is coming tell her to bring some music with her for we have a piano
in the ward where I am. She might be able to give us a tune. Remember me
to all our friends and the neighbours with best wishes and kind regards.

Best love to all at home from your affectionate husband Max.

Give my love to Ruth and Beau and Noel, wishing them good prosperity and
good health.

Footnote: Joyce has written in the left hand margin “died November 1936
R.IP.” and on the reverse of this letter she has written “My Daddy’s last
letter to his family”
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There was no Poland when Michael Rovinsky was born - there was only Austria and
Russia in the region where Poland used to be over a hundred years before.

The Polish State was officially eliminated in the late 1700's when Russia and Austria
annexed the country and divided it up between themselves. The official map of
Europe showed a larger Russia with more land to their south, and a larger Austria
with more land to their north. The State of Poland then ceased to exist for around 130
years until 1919, when WW1 ended and the Treaty of Versailles stripped 65,000 sq
kilometres from Germany and Austria, much of which was delivered back to the
newly created State of Poland. Prior to WW1, the map of Europe shows only three
countries in this part of Europe - Russia, Germany and Austria.

Michael Rovinsky was therefore born in Austria, as is evidenced by:- (a) his own
disclosure in his Statutory Declaration of 1913 and (b) his wife's Declaration in 1945,
and (c) the fact that there was no State of Poland between 1790 and 1919..

Michael and his wife were married at St Paul's Manse, Leichhardt Street Brisbane on
23 December 1911. They were married in Michael's name "Rovinsky", which is how
the Marriage Certificate was signed.

Michael was Naturalised in Toowoomba on 23 June 1913 as Michael Rovinsky,
where he again declared his birthplace as Austria on the Certificate. He is said to have
changed his name to Michael Ravensby, but I've never been able to find any
documentation of that event. It seems that the name change was probably not done by
Deed Poll, and even if it was, there would now be no records (see the following
extract from the National Archives of Canberra - their words, not mine)

"1i. What is a Deed Poll

A deed poll is a legal contract involving only one party. Changes of name by deed poll were
(and are) made before a solicitor who issues the document to the person changing their

name. The solicitor may keep a copy on file, but it is unlikely to be a certified copy,
and the file is unlikely to be kept for more than five years.

2. Essential information

. as alwa DEen possibl : B 2
without having to register the change with any official body. It is still perfectly legal
for anyone over the age of 16 to start using a new name at any time, as long as they are
not doing so for a fraudulent or illegal reason.

The National Archives only holds records of changes of name which have been enrolled at
the Supreme Court of Judicature. This is a very small percentage of all deed polls.

3. How can I find proof of a change of name?




It was therefore quite in order for Michael to simply decide that he would now be
known as Ravensby. Alice was always known as Alice Ravensby, which was quite
acceptable in the general scheme of things, but we have proof that for the land
purchase request (1945) in Nambour, she was required to use her legally correct
surname of Rovinsky on all documentation papers.

This anomaly comes to light, and is proven, in documentation she signed in1945
when she was applying to purchase land at Nambour. In her own hand-writing, she
proclaimed herself to be Alice Jane Rovinsky, and that her husband was born in
Austria. So she knew that legally, this was the case. For this purchase of land, Alice
had to go through much bureaucratic paperwork to gain approval, because in the
words of the Director of Investigations at Canberra, she had been married to "a
person of enemy origin" - even though Michael had been dead for 9 years.

Though Michael had fought for Russia against Japan in 1904/05, he was still
regarded by the Commonwealth of Australia as a "person of enemy origin" because of
his birthplace being Austria - which was one of the principal countries who initiated
World War 1. The total irony of this decision is that Michael arrived in Australia in
1910 - four years before World War 1 broke out. And during that War, he was part of
the Australian Military Forces in the Middle East.

It must be remembered that Michael was a Naturalised Australian citizen long before
WW1 broke out. He had been an Aussie for several years and his only previous war
service had been with Russia 10 years prior to WW1. And Russia was, in fact, our
ally along with Britain and France in that war. And many years later in World War 2,
Russia was again allied with ourselves and Britain etc, and it was Russian troops that
liberated Berlin resulting in the death of Hitler. So poor Michael got a raw deal, being
bookmarked as "a person of enemy origin" simply because he was born in Austria,
which - along with Germany - started WW1, and therefore was our enemy. But his
birthplace of Austria was sufficient for the Government in Canberra to place him in
that unfortunate category. And how about this for the greatest irony of all - If, in
fact, there had been a State called Poland when he was born in 1876 , then he
would never have been declared "a person of enemy origin".

Joyce and the family believed that Michael died at Greenslopes Repatriation Hospital,
but this is not the case. Michael died at Rosemount Hospital (near the current
RBWH). Greenslopes Hospital was not built until 1941 (Michael died in 1936).

Michael's Funeral Notice ( Cannon & Cripps - Courier Mail, Tuesday 10 November
1936) advises that he was cremated at the Mt Thompson Crematorium, and his ashes
were laid to rest at Toowong Cemetery in a Soldier's grave. It is interesting that you
cannot find any record of his grave under his preferred name of Ravensby in
Cemetery or Council records. It is only found under the name "Rovinsky", but Alice
ensured that his Headstone would carry his own preferred name of Ravensby. The
Council and Cemetery records show the words "this Grave has space for more
burials" thus further confirming the limited space occupied by Michael's ashes.

From the day of his arrival at Pinkenba in 1910, Michael did indeed lead his life as an
honourable Australian - a very good commendation for someone who 9 years after his
death was still known in the Archives a as "person of enemy origin".
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