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18 August 2016

Dear Luke,
Thank you for your request for information from us on Lawrence Vernon LENTON.

Please find enclosed in our research folder a receipt for payment for Researching Fees together with
a DVD containing photographs of Lawrence which we have on our database.

| have also enclosed information relative to the photographs, a copy of Lawrence’s Service Record
and a copy of a newspaper clipping.

I hope that this folder will meet with your satisfaction. | regret that we could not find a ‘portrait’
photograph for you, but unfortunately we do not have this on file.

Thank you again for your request.
Yours faithfully,

Kate Woodcock
Photographic Section/Researcher
SA Police Historical Society Inc.

Volunteers supporting the Historical Section of the South Australian Police
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Laurence Vernon
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Generatlons 01 New Zealand—_
. BT have “taken for - granted that

-mental © to - their sort .of. law
enforcement Inevnably it becomes:‘
| mat‘cer of real public ‘copserii
-~ when “an ahnual” ‘report : of .-the
{ Police Department warns Parlia-:
ment 'that “this much - cheuahed,

.m.«...‘...\. -

‘crlmmals are checked.

,tﬂavmusly, a disturbing. sense. of
! frustration. For this, much'of;the
blame. must:rest. on a somety that

, with protectmg the civil rlghts of
" lawbreakers than with caring .for
_, strators taken: to the. streets t0°
= polxceman"

‘Qn-member s of the force in carry-

« %pubhc no less, employs them has

" criminal ' can’ gain

lethal ‘weapons.
et 4 Proposed. arnendments to
]eg’lslatlon may remove some - of
. thie .handicaps under which the
'force labours. at present. If the

j changes are 1neffect1ve the annual
. Yeport says, police service organ-
. isations may make representations

with means to protect themgelveg.

-m‘%wm’But would :not the abandon-:

ment*of the ‘principle of an un-

N.Z. HERALD

! ian unarmed police force is funda- -

‘Behind.  the .carefully . chdsen:
words of the report lies,. quite ;.

. sometimes seems moré preoecupied: -
. «the- force: in. general,-

“"the tights of the police.. When, it .
- could fairly be asked, have demon-"" i

protest agaiiist. the bashing of a

:Yet. the incidence of assaults =

e reached alarming proportmns J ubt
| §na ‘disturbing should be the ease
4 with which-the delinquent and the .

possession .of .

“tion ‘to meet Wlder ‘néeds. But_ln :

1 for their members to be provided ..

shaped lar gely by pubh% attltud ;

The Lenton law-enforcers. .
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! M_tendent N. R, Lenton, Inspector, D

TH '“éUz '

reduce, the nsks"fﬁ The -
itself admits it would-be a retro- |

grade step. Would it not encqurage i
:the'sorf of street gun' battles that
Thave, become .2 horrible part of |
: pohce work ‘in_sorie other “coun
“triég? To the sick: mind, policemen’

'.3'w1th gung’ are likely o ireprese Eras e
q ncept may be in jeopardy, unless,, - :
écent trends in the use of weapons £

Sy challenge rather than ‘a . detear

.1‘ent"‘ It ig also an unhapbv fact

gerous patl ols and dutles are
issued with firearms."But to’ ar
.and.rag, &
“matter of routine,-would be: some- |
. thmg altogether. different. 1t must !
Jinherease the' dimensions’ of dangev
ot only for sthe police. but |
"ior ; 1n1mcen .__'b
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be more. effectlve, and certaln]yv
‘would be' more” -prefergble ; tham-
“armed . warfale between pollce dh
crlmmals Bl '
L Perhaps too the concept
armed- offenders. squads’ — one of 5! :
~the most™ successful -.of - modedmiyf -
“police innovations — is capable: of .
fmther-deVelopment and .adapta- {----

with or without'an armed force — |
must. come from Parliament, the

‘courts and the pubhc. The com-*
munity must stand by the poho

tandards;, :
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report} el

‘From left  First.Class Constable R.
L enton, Chief Supermtendent ELY. anton Semor Chief Superm-
‘ !N Lenton. "

- Chief.. Supers -

i SA Police Force to be-"

|
1
I}

. Senior. .
lntendent ‘Noel . (“’Knock-
er'’) . Lenton,. who will

“retire .this week from the 4 -ee-

come an- investigator -in -
the Crown Law Depart-

ment, is the senior of -
four, Lentons in the,Farce.

.- recently promoted from

» Buperintendent to .chief|

. superintendent. His son
asDean has . just been;

made an 1nspector, and .

his nephew Robert is a
first class constable. |

dent Lenton, a Queen’s
Police Medal holder,
was - awarded four hon-|.
orable ‘mentions © and
two special mentions

during his police career ... ..

.of 41 years.

‘Noel ILenton’s friends do'
not know the origin of;
the nickname “Knock-;
er,” and neither .. does’
Jhe, although’ he recalls
-“%hat he “pugged @' bit”,
1h the old days and
F:folight in
boxing  champlonships.
at. the Town Hall in h1s
youth.

He will be faerelled at
the Police Retiring Of--
" flcers Dinner at the
Hotel - Australia Lomor-
row night along with 15
other. old colleacrues in-"
 cluding Chief Inspector
Paul Turner, Constable

- Mick Galvin and Detec-/"~

tive = Sergeants: - Bob:
Huie a.nd Jack Glles‘ rT
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'Senior Chief Superinten-|....

| His : brothér Laurle ’l‘-W&'s SR






