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10.3.16
11.3.16

26.3.16

01.6.16
15.6.16

16.6.16

17.6.16

18.6.16

25.6.16

27.6.16
29.6.16

05.7.16
07.7.16

09.7.16

10.7.16

11.7.16
15.7.16

Henry John Marchment Transferred to 14™ M.G.C. from 56™ Battalion
Robert Westall Marchment Transferred to 14™M.G.C. from 56" Battalion.

Henry John Marchment Remusted as Driver.
Robert Westall Marchment. Remusted as Driver.

Advance party of the 14" Brigade moved from Ferry Post to Moascar and took
and took over the camp by 8" Brigade

The Machine Gun Company arrived at Moascar today took over tents of 8" M.G.C
The transport of the Company under Lieut. Dick left Moascar night of 17/18 for
Alexandria in two parties. Only 10 horses taken mules were returned and all the
wagons and guns transport moved into two parts.

Embarked on H.M.T. Knight Templer left Alexandria 6.20pm. The new C.O
Captain Spicer left Moascar at 5.30pm on the 19" arrived in Alexandia the
Following morning and embarked on board H.M.T Canada.

H.M.T Knight Templer arrives at Marselles today at 9.00am. Transport sent

to Fowria Camp. H.M.T Canada arrived at Marselles at Marselles 10.00am.
Transport drivers left Marselles for Abbeville.

Machine Gun Company detrained at Their today and moved to billets.

Lieut. Colonel Paddison evacuated to hospital.
The C.O 14™ M.G.C and Liet. Dick went to Fleurbaix today to inspect the line
of trenches to be taken over by our Brigade.

The Company moved out of Their today with the remainder of the 14™ Infantry
Brigade and arrived at Estaries at 4.30pm

Moved to Sailly in the evening at 7.00pm arrived at 10.30 pm. One half of the
Company went straight to the trenches at Fleurbaix and relieved half of the 12"
M.G.C.

The change over with the 17" Aust. M.G.C was completed tonight at midnight.
Received message to have everything in readiness to move out of the camp.
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Outisenne
Buigny
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14.10.16
17.10.16

19.10.16

Left Fleurbaix and proceeded to Outisenne arrived at 3.00pm at billets.

Left Outisenne at 2.00am. Marched to Baillent West were we entrained at 8.00am
and left for Point Remy arriving at 8.00 am from hear we marched to Buigny and
went into billets.

Marched from Buigny at 4.30am arrived 1 %2 miles west of Ailly where the
Company was taken on motor lorries. Left motor lories near Albert and marched
to Pommery Redoubt and bivouacked for the night.

Fricourt

Rieubemont

Coisy

Buie

Mametz

04.11.16

05.11.16
06.11.16

08.11.16
09.11.16

19.11.16

21.11.16
22.11.16

Henry John Marchment returns to 14" Machine Gun Company.

Company marched with Transport and occupied huts at Fricourt.

Company marched and erected tents at Rieubemont arriving there at 5.00pm

At this place men were able to visit baths and obtain clean clothing. Enemy
aeroplanes dropped bombs on a dump. Men still resting.

Left by Busses and billeted at Coisy

In billets at Coisy the Company was exercised in drill. Care and cleaning of guns.
Stoppages immediate action, lectures on indirect fire, methods of fire. Simple
topography. How to set up for indirect fire. Packing and Unpacking Limbers.
The Company was supplied with new clothing.

At 7.00am left Coisy and embussed for busses and billets.
Left 9.00am Buie and marched to Mametz Huts

Billeted at Mametz during this time the men and the new reinforcements were
fully instructed in Care and cleaning of guns.
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Buie The Company was still billeted at Buie. General clean up of equipment. Eight
of our guns sent to Dados for overhaul
An Officer and Section left at 7.30am to take over anti aircraft guns at Flascelles
Franvillers Company left Buie and marched to Franvillers
Fremont Company left Franvillers and marched to Fremont and billeted.
During stay in billets the usual routine was carried out. Overhauling guns.
Packing of limbers and re equipping of the company. Men taken for route marches.
Transport marched for Buie billeting at Rainiville continuing next day.
Company entrained at Flascelles and detrained at Buie and occupied the billets
previously occupied. Transport arrived at 2.00pm
At Buie and came on to A Camp Fricourt occupying huts. Company taken route
marches everyday. Guns seen to daily. Men taken to baths and shortages made
up where necessary. Officers and Senior N.C.O’s visited the sector of the Front
Line that the company was to relieve. Transport SGT died suddenly while in camp.
Left 9.30am and came to E Camp Bemafay Wood and occupied dugouts.
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(1* Bullecourt) 11.4.17

13.4.17
14.4.17

15.4.17

Becourt 20.4.17
23.4.17
24.4.17
30.4.17

01.5.17

Ligny, Thilloy  05.5.17

Ligny, Thilloy 06.5.17
07.5.17

7.00am urgent message received the Company to move as Germans had attacked.
This order being cancelled later.

Instructions received for Company to take part in 2™ Aust. Division attack.
Reconnaissance (survey) of front over which the attack is to be made in company
with Corps M.G. Officer.

Company stood to for German attack on Lagnicourt reconnoitred the ground

we are to work on gun positions chosen.

The Brigade moved back to Becourt this Company attached to 2™ Division.

All guns were tested on a range.

The Company carried out training. Gun drill practice, Setting up stoppages.
Immediate action, Packing and unpacking limbers, Stoppages with live rounds.

Received operation orders from 2™ Aust. Divisional H.Q attack on the
Hindenburg Line

All guns withdrawn 3.00am and the company arrived at Ligny, Thilloy at 5.00am
The men where exhausted but in good spirits. During the 3 days the Company was
in the Line the moral of the men was excellent although very heavy shelling day
and night. I reported to 1** Aust. Division Headquarters instructed to remain at
Ligny, Thilloy pending further instructions.

Today 24 Reinforcements arrived today. Effective strength 7 Officers 153 O/R
Orders received by wire from 1 Aust. Division and rejoin our Brigade

(14™ Aust. Infantry Brigade) at Farriel. Leaving Ligny, Thilloy pending further
instructions.
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Reincourt

(Messines)

Warloy
Mailly

Coulay

20.5.17

22.5.17

26.5.17

27.5.17
30.5.17

07.6.17
08.6.17
09.6.17
11.6.17
12.6.17
13.6.17
15.6.17

16.6.17
30.6.17
01.7.17
06.7.17
09.7.17

15.7.17

The relief of my Company by the 15" Aust. M.G.C. and the relief of part of the
21% . Aust. M.G.C completed by 4.00am. None of the 3 companies suffering any
casualties. I opened my Headquarters at Noreiul. Men thoroughly exhausted but
wonderfully cheerful.

6 Guns in the line having a reasonably quiet time. Remainder of Company at
Noreuil resting.

6 Guns relieved by 129" M.G.C. Relief completed without casualties by 12.30pm
remainder of Company arriving at Farriel at 4.00am.

The whole of the Company moved to Reincourt into billets.

Bathing parades and general re organising of sections cleaning up of guns.

Company drill with Limbers, packing and unpacking of limbers. 9.00am-1.00pm.
Route march and practical handling with limbers.

Practical handling with Limbers.

Practical handling with Limbers.

Route march with Transport.

Practical handling with Limbers.

The Brigade will move to Warloy, Millencourt, Bouincourt Area and relieve

the 6™ Aust. Infantry Brigade.

|:Sick to Hospital Henry John Marchment

Henry John Marchment returns to 14™ Machine Gun Company

The Brigade moved from Warloy to Mailly.
Training exercise (White Force Vs Brown Force)

The Brigade moved from Mailly to Coulay.



Ebblingham

24.7.17
25.7.17

29.7.17
30.7.17
31.7.17

10.8.17
20.8.17

07.9.17
11.9.17
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Stan Hastings Marchment Transferred to 14™ M.G.C. from 20™ Battalion
Robert Westall Marchment proceed on Leave

Training exercise (White Force Vs Khaki Force)

The Brigade Entrained at Puchevillers.

The Brigade Detrained at Argue and marched to Ebblingham.

Devoted to unpacking of Limbers and cleaning gun gear.

'Robert Westall Marchment returns to 14" Machine Gun Company
Barrage Drill, Physical Trainning, Packing of Limbers.

Barrage Drill and Physical Training was performed.
The Company moved to billets at Ebblingham to Chateau Bigart H.23.b.6.7.




Belgium Battery

(Broodeseinde)

Belgium Battery

Pallington Camp

P8

Australian Imperial Forces

14™ Machine Gun Company Unit War Diaries

01.10.17

02.10.17

03.10.17
04.10.17

05.10.17

06.10.17
07.10.17
08.10.17
09.10.17

10.10.17
11.10.17

22.10.17

23.10.17
24.10.17
25.10.17

26.10.17
27.10.17
28.10.17

29.10.17

The 14™ Aust. M.G.C. being relieved by the 22" M.G.C, 7" English Division in
the trenches at J.10.a. returned to Belgium Battery Camp H.23.b.9.7.

At 10.00am re alteration of Machine Gun Equipment and Tactics.

Appendix I. Use of Revolvers to each man.

Parade 1.00 pm assembling gear

Parade 9.00am re-allotting of available spare parts to various sub sections.
Cleaning of guns and gun gear.

36 Reinforcements arrived from M.G. Base. Strength 7 Officers 148 O/Ranks

At 11.30am a salvaging party of 1 Off. and 15 O/R proceeded to forward area to
salvage M.G. equipment and stores. Result salvage 19 yukom packs, 40 petrol tins.
Parade 9.00 am Shelters deepened and sandbagged to guard against bomb splinters.
No Parade due to rain.

Transport horse lines drained and banked as per divisional instructions.

Parade at 2.00pm. Inspection of gun gear and equipment. Appendix Il machine
gun spare parts to Front Line.

Parade at 3.00pm. Inspection of rifles and web equipment.

A dump for 72,000 rounds of ammunition supply drawn. Parade at 1.00pm

The 25" Aust. M.G.C relieved the 14™ M.G.C. in the Line J.5.2.100.40 — D.23.d.4.5.
The 14™ Aust. M.G.C returned to camp at H.23.b.9.7. 12 Reinforcements arrived.
Bathing parade at 1.00pm and change of underclothing was obtained.

Cleaning of Guns and gear.

14™ M.G.C. vacated their billets at Belgium Battery Camp and marched to their new
billets at Pallington East Camp at Position L.35.d.1.9 reached at 2.30pm.

Parade 9.30am owing to the rain men were paraded in their huts.

Parade 9.30am 3 Y5 mile route march. At 1.00pm 6 men allowed leave.

Football match was played. Teams 55™ Battalion and this unit 14™ M.G.C. The men
lacked condition this will be remedied after a few weeks of route marching.

Parade 9.30am. Inspection of Gun gear, Cleaning of spare parts, Physical exercises.
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Pallington Camp 30.10.17

Locre Billets

Donegal Farm

31.10.17

01.11.17
02.11.17
03.11.17
04.11.17
05.11.17

06.11.17
07.11.17
08.11.17
09.11.17
10.11.17

11.11.17

29.11.17

30.11.17

Parade 9.30am Route march 3 miles. At 1.00pm Bathing parade at Hypoutre Baths.
L.17.d.5.7. At 3.30pm Pay Parade.

Parade 9.30am Route march 4 miles. Fatigue party 20 men were put on washing
Transport Limbers.

Training as per syllabus.

Training as per syllabus.

Received at 11.50am probable move to Belgium Area.

Evacuated billets at [..35.d.1.9. at 8.45am and marched to Vienx, Belgium.

On the account of the scatted billets of sections of the unit. It was found necessary
for the purpose of training to move to new billets in the vicinity of Stragcel Railway
Station. The sections were grouped in one billet camp 4.30pm.

During the afternoon a Football match was played.

Training but owing to the weather little could be done.

Training.

Training.

At 9.00am marched out of billets at Stragcel to proceed to Locre Billets and
occupied at 12.30pm.

The 14™ M.G.C vacated billets at Locre and moved to Donegal Farm N.31.d.4.2.

14" M.G.C. relieved by the 15™ Aust. M.G.C. completed by 7.30pm.
The H.Q. of the 14" M.G.C are at N.21.d.5.4.
Bathing Parade 10.00am. Pay Parade 2.30pm.



Kemmel

Deswes

Niemburg
Hurbersent
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01.12.17
02.12.17
03.12.17
04.12.17
08.12.17
09.12.17
10.12.17
11.12.17
12.12.17
13.12.17

14.12.17
15.12.17
16.12.17
17.12.17
18.12.17

23.12.17
24.12.17

27.12.17
28.12.17
29.12.17
30.12.17
31.12.17

01.1.18

02.1.18

03.1.18

04.1.18
05.1.18

06.1.18
07.1.18
08.1.18
09.1.18
10.1.18

11.1.18

12.1.18

The Company rested after being relieved by 15" Aust. M.G.C.

Church Parade was held in the morning and a Football match in the afternoon.
Parade at 9.00am. Inspection of huts and gun drill. Change of underclothing.
Training carried out valuable instruction been given in barrage drill.

Syllabus of Training.

Church Parade.

Physical Training, Gun drill, Guard mounting squad drill.

Inspection of equipment and huts time spent in preparation for move.

Billets thoughly cleaned.

The Company moved out of billets at 9.00am and entrained at Waylight Counen
Detrained at 11.00pm at Wesures and billeted for the night.

Vacated Billets at 8.30am and marched to Niemburg.

Vacated Billets at 10.00am and moved to billets at Hurbersent.

Company rested.

Physical Training, Short route march, Guns and gun gear unpacked from
Limbers and cleaned.

Syllabus of Training. Anti Aircraft instruction. Numeros games of football.
Which gave good training and showed they were in first class condition.
Church Parade held in the morning.

Holidays. All ranks provided with a good dinner on the 25"

Entrained in various and the troops enjoyed a Merry XMAS.

Physical Training. Gun Drill all equipment were coated with khaki.
Improving the appearance of the Company.

Physical Training, Short route march, Cleaning of Guns, Football match.
Physical Training Inspection of section, Squad drill.

Physical Training Short route march, Squad drill.

Physical Training Range Practice and Rifle exercises.

The Company marched to Freneq to witness the Final of Rugby League.
Football competition between H.Q and 56™ Battalion. After a good game

56™ Battalion Won 16-3 Included to internationals and seven grade players.

The Final of the Australian Rules Football Competition. The Headquarters
avenged the defeat of the previous day defeating the 56™ Battalion 42 29
Training one hour spent on rifle exercises. Reinforcements who arrived from
Grantham have had no rifle drill at all. As it laid down in M.G manual that a
Machine Gunner is to be equipped with a Revolver. Service companies arriving
in France from England and completely equipped with revolvers. Although this
unit indented for them from time to time it has not so far been able to obtain them.
Work of the Syllabus was carried out so far as the weather conditions permit.

In today’s Route march the men shaped much better party owing to the gradual
replacement of defective boots by new ones.

Syllabus of Training, Church Parade held in local church.

Company being marched to Samen for the bath water was cold.

No Parade was possible today due to heavy snow storm.

No Parade men being again put on cleaning roads.

Two sections being put threw bombing course and reports throwing very good.
Training of M.G. in bomb throwing has been sadly neglected. In the past out of
6 have ever thrown bombs. Not withstanding a gun crew to have a supply of
bombs in their gun position and know how to use them.

The remaining two sections were put through the bombing course. Throwing was
good marred by one bad throw. Sticking in the parapet and pieces splashing back
into trench. A man not the thrower was wounded slightly in the back.

Training demonstration in firing of the .08 German Machine Gun. Due to the
springs being weak little firing was done .But men were given good practice in
loading unloading and stripping. Similar action to the Maxium.
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Hubersent

Kemmel

Hubersent

Kemmel
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13.1.18
14.1.18

15.1.18

16.1.18

17.1.18
18.1.18
19.1.18
20.1.18
21.1.18
22.1.18

23.1.18
24.1.18
25.1.18
26.1.18
27.1.18
28.1.18

29.1.18

31.1.18

Work as per Syllabus.

Training No.1 section put through Field Firing Practice 400 yards range. The
remainder sections were occupied with barrage work. Barrage Drill is the most
intricate and at the same time interesting. The men taking a keen interest in finding
of angles and distribution. Reading of direction dial for some men difficult.

Range work was carried out today anything but ideal weather. Snow storms and
driving sleet made it unpleasant for the men. Shooting was again good 20 out of 26
classified as First Class Gunners. Others cleaning snow from roads.

Canned Drill and Barrage work with reference object in rear. This is rather more
difficult than reference object in front or on a flank when they have to swing over
to their barrage front from reference object in rear.

Cleaning of Guns. Rain again interference with Syllabus work.

Barrage work carried out with two 8 Gun Batteries.

The Company went for a short route march. No bathing parade was held.

Church Parade held this morning. A little rain, Snow and Ice disappeared.
Morning given to refilling of belts with K and KN ammunition.

The Company attended the Ceremonial Parade held at Le Jurne. General Birdwood
presented medals and ribands to members of the 14™ Infantry Brigade.

The Company marched to Camiers where the men had a good bath and a change
of underclothing at the Machine Gun Base Depot.

The Divisional Commander, 5™ Australian Division was present at the march past
of the 14™ Infantry Brigade. He expressed quite satisfaction with unit.

The day was devoted to the packing of Limbers in readiness for the move.
Received at 1.00pm relating to the move of advanced parties to new area.

An advanced party left Hubersent at 4.00pm to proceed to new area and to take
over billets and to the positions in line.

Kemmel was reached at 12.30pm. Transport arrangements were made. Methods

of reliefs arranged and number of guns placed into positions.

The Company left Hubersent at 2.15am and marched to Camien. The troops
Entrained at 6.00pm after detraining at 12.15pm a short march brought them

To billets in Kemmel 1.35pm. The Transport of this unit journeyed by road arriving
At Kemmel at noon on the 30",

Rear Company H.Q.’s situated in Kemmel at N.21.d.5.4. The Transport lines are at
Daylight Corner Camp. The day has been spent cleaning up and effecting repairs
to Billets and Transport lines.
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Kemmel
Locre

Lealvillers

24.3.18
25.3.18
26.3.18
27.3.18
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Relieved by 2™ Aust. M.G.C at 8.00pm move to billets at Kemmel.

In Billets left Locre at 10.00am and arrived at 12.30pm.

In Billets Equipment and Gun Gear.

Transport moved at 7.00am to entrained Reinghelst. The personal moved at
8.30am to entrained Reinghelst. The unit entrained at 11.00am for Doullem
Area. Detrained 9.30pm at Lealvillers. A hot meal was provided for unit on
Arrival at 4.00am

Section of 4 Guns was placed.

In Billets.

In Billets ready to move. Village shelled slightly.

In Billets. Village shelled. Bombs dropped during the night.

Received orders to be in readiness to move in one hours notice.

Company prepared to move at three hours notice. 2 Guns on outpost in position
400 yards N/E of Lealvillers 2 Guns still on outpost line at Louvencourt.
Company under orders to move at one hours notice.

Outpost guns ready to be withdrawn preparation made for departure.

Company marched out 4.00am. 7.30am Embussed on Louvencourt Acheiux
Road for Aubigny. 12.30pm Debussed at H.34.d.5.5. and marched to Aubigny
Established in Village.

Company moved forward to relieve Guns of 3™ Canadian Division.
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30.4.18 Relieved by 4™ M.G.C and 25™ M.G.C. moved to Aubigny Linre Reserve.

01.5.18 Company remained in Reserve at Aubigny, M.G.C. H.Q.’s O.8.b.2.5.
Advantage to overhaul belts, guns and to make good of any shortage of equipment.

Company was relieved in the Line 11.45pm Moved to Bivouacs at
The 4™ M.G.C. relieved this Company at 4.30pm moved into Bivouacs at Cammon.

On the morning of the 1% moved into Bivouacs at G.34.b

Company was in rest, Training Course, Parades.

Sports , Cricket and open air concerts, books and magazines obtained.
Gun and Equipment overhauled and preparations complete. Moved out of
Bivouacs at 4.00pm




22.6.18
23.6.18
29.6.18
30.6.18
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Company was Relieved at night by 25" M.G.C.

Course of Instruction carried out during this time.

Rifle exercises, Squad Drill as well as elementary Instruction.

Company was to Relieve 8" M.G.C. in the centre sector during the night.

Remainder of Company was Relieved on the Line.
On being Relieved the Company moved to the rear H.Q. C.26.b.7.4.

Company in Reserve at C.26 Central.

Company moved out at 9.00am enrooted for Coisy in Billets at 1.00pm.
Training for the Attack in conjunction with TANKS was carried out.
Training with TANKS moved out at 3.30pm for Blangry- Tronville.
Training with TANKS was continued. Personal remained at Fremont.
Personal with TANKS moved forward to get in position for the Attack.

The Company was withdrawn from the Line and marched to billets in Doars
Company remained in Billets at Dours.

Gun gear inspected and ammunition reserve adjusted. Afternoon cricket match.
Company moved out at 10.00am and proceeded to Bivouacs at F.1.a.4.6.
Remained in Biviouacs.

Company moved from F.1.a.4.6. and Bivouac in Wood Q.28.a. camp.
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Guns were Relieved by 8" M.G.C. and returned to Coy H.Q at .28.a camp.
Company remained in Bivouacs at Q.28a
Company moved from Q.28.a to Bivouacs M.28.b.6.4.

Assevillers Company moved from M.28.b.6.4. to Bivouacs N.14.b.8.7.

Assevillers Company was withdrawn to N.14.b.8.7 Bivouac at Assevillers.

Le Mesnil The Company moved forward to 0.23.a.0.4. from 6/16™ occupied in ready waiting.
Equipment and Stores and resting the personal.

Le Mesnil 19.9.18 The Company in the Line evacuated at 6.00pm and returned to Bivouacs O.23.a.0.4.
3 Days Rest, Bathing and cleaning and readjusting gun gear.
Strength Officers 14 O/Ranks 175
23.9.18 Syllabus of Training issued and carried out until interrupted on the 27" when the
27.9.18 Company received orders to move forward left at 7.00pm.
28.9.18 Day spent improving shelters. Rain set in at 10.00am. Strong winds, Unpleasant.
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03.10.18  No.1 section was relieved at 11.00pm and went into bivouacs at G.4.a.50.85
No.4 section withdrew at 11.30pm
No.2 section relieved at 8.00pm

04.10.18  The Company withdrew into Bivouacs at L.20.c.4.5. preparation to moving
to rest area.
05.10.18  Resting all ranks having a general cleanup.
06.10.18  Camp evacuated at 10.00am and marched to Le Mesnil preparations were
made for Train journey to Rest Areas.
08.10.18  Le Mesnil evacuated at 5.30am and marched and Entrained at 7.20am
At 8.20pm frequent stoppages to Martainville was not reached till 1900.
The march to billets to Ramboures commenced at 19.40 and was reached at 2300
09.10.18  The day was spent cleaning Billets. The 10/11/12™ were observed as holidays.
by all ranks. The Battalion Church Parade set down for today had to be postponed
on the account of the wet conditions.

11.11.18  Armistice Day. Finally World War I is over




