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November 27, 1916

On the 27™ November 1916 an incident occurred in the Black Watch Shaft on Hill 70 which resulted in the deaths of
20 enlisted men and the gassing of one officer and a further 8 enlisted men.

The following documents from the Australian War Memorial detail the incident and consist of the following

1. AWM4
Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,
1914-18 War
Tunnelling & Survey
ltem number: 16/4/9
Title:3"™ Australian Tunnelling Company
November 1916
Cover pages and Page 22

2. AWM 224
3" Australian Tunnelling Company
History from its formation in Australia in Dec. 1915 until May 1919
MSS78 Part 2

3. Three location maps

The following is a list of the 20 enlisted men who died, and were buried in Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension in
adjacent graves®. Nine men whose total remains were not fully recovered were buried in the same grave as Sapper
Moore.

Name Service Rank Marital Age Grave
No. Status
Barker, Charles Victor 5250 Sapper Single 35 15
Batson, William Henry 943 Sapper Single 24 21
Brockley, John Robert 2371 Sapper Widowed 47 16
Christiansen, Peter Marinus 1313 Sapper Single 29 21
Coulton, David 4340 Sapper Single 27 14
Daniels, Richard 5253 Sapper Single 22 17
Edwards, Lewis Brinley 1414 Sapper Single 29 10
Francis, Henry Frederick 2893 Sapper Single 29 12
Horton, William Francis 1030 Sapper Single 26 11
Kerby, Macklam James Martin DCM 1364 Sergeant Married 30 21
Ladd, Albert Edward 1071 Sapper Married 29 21
Lyons, Michael 1273 Sapper Single 21 21
MclLean, Hector 4421 Sapper Married 31 21
Moore, William James 4402 Lance Married 41 21
Corporal
Nightingale, William 4431 Sapper Single 37 13
Pember, James 1122 Corporal Single 24 19
Praed, William James 4451 Sapper Single 28 22
Prosser, Thomas Evan 5014 Sapper Single 38 21
Reid, John 4456 Sapper Single 32 21
Russell, Oswald John Shaw 4468 Sapper Single 23 9

! The soldiers were buried in adjacent graves however, two other members of the same unit were killed on the 28" November 1916, Sapper

Harold Cockton ‘970’and Sergeant Joseph Allen ‘4224’ and were buried in graves 18 and 20 respectively.
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Unit War Diary

AWM4

Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,
1914-18 War

Tunnelling & Survey

Item number: 16/4/9

Title: 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company

November 1916

AWM4-16/4/9
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