The Aggressive Handcock’s of Myrrhee, Victoria
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Eight Handcock sons in all enlisted for WWI
Pte Richard Merdic Row Handcock, (RN 2634), 2nd Pioneer Bn, b 1898, RTA 23/1/1919
	https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/161141 
Pte William Henry Handcock, (RN 1846), 38th Bn, b 1889, RTA 30/4/1919
	https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/353929
Pte Reginald Francis Handcock, 21st Bn
	https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/259653 
Sapper Robert Handcock (RN 3045), 5th Field Company Engineers
	https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/156340 

	[image: ]
Sapper Frederick Ather Handcock, (RN 7568), 1st Tunneling Company, b 1893, d 1965
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/334486
	[image: ]
L/Cpl Charles Handcock (RN 39), 38th Bn – Headquarters, b1887 d 10/11/1918 (disease, France)
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/263084 
	[image: ]
Pte Albert John Handcock, (RN 1350),
7th Bn, b 1891, KIA 2/5/1915 (Gallipoli) https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/214389
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Grave of Pte Joseph Ralph Handcock and his wife Caroline in Darwin Cemetery
b 28/9/1894, d 5/3/1989
	[image: ]
Pte Joseph Ralph Handcock on his wedding day with Caroline (nee Nolan) 1920 Pte Joseph Ralph Handcock, (RN 2021), 4th LH Regiment/2nd Pioneer Bn, b 28/9/1894, d 5/3/1989 https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/200144




The ‘Aggressive’ Handcocks

[bookmark: _GoBack]Albert John Handcock was the first of eight brothers to sign up from the family of Charles and Harriet Handcock, from the Upper Fifteen Mile Creek area of Myrrhee in North East Victoria.  It is said that the Handcock family had the world record for number of sons enlisting for WWI.  Of the brothers Albert John was the only member to be killed in action (Gallipoli, May 1915).  Another brother, Charles Handcock died of broncho pneumonia that followed on from influenza in November 1918.  The other six brothers survived WWI, although Reginald had his right leg amputated below the knee due to a gunshot wound during Third Ypres otherwise shortened to just Passchendaele (around Zonnebeke?). He was earlier wounded at Pozieres in August 1916 (to the ankle) but recovered to rejoin his battalion.  In an up-beat letter from England after the amputation he wrote that it was amusing to see the other fellows trying to use their artificial legs and that he was keen to have a go himself.  He also has one of his arms paralysed.

Then as now the Handcock's are a well regarded and respected family of hop farmers whose Upper Fifteen Mile Creek hop gardens have seen continual production since the 1890's.  That the family hop growing enterprise survived the boom – bust (mainly bust) hop growing profitability cycle of the 1970’s, 1980’s, 1990’s and 2000’s, when most independent growers went out of business, is testament to the family’s resilience and hardiness of the family.

“The Handcock's must be aggressive, six of them going!” (Capt Gerald Evans MC, 8th Bn, Myrrhee resident, letter to mother, 11/6/1916)

The ‘Aggressive’ Handcocks

Charles Handcock was one of eight brothers to sign up from the family of Charles and Harriet Handcock, from the Upper Fifteen Mile Creek area of Myrrhee in North East Victoria. He was married to Lilian Handcock and they lived in Wangaratta.  It is said that the Handcock family had the world record for number of sons enlisting for WWI from any one family.  Of the brothers Albert John was the only member to be killed in action (Gallipoli, May 1915). Charles Handcock was the other brother from the eight who did not make it home to Australia, dying of broncho pneumonia that followed on from influenza in November 1918.  The other six brothers survived WWI, although Reginald had his right leg amputated below the knee due to a gunshot wound during Third Ypres otherwise shortened to just Passchendaele (around Zonnebeke?). He was earlier wounded at Pozieres in August 1916 (to the ankle) but recovered to rejoin his battalion.  In an up-beat letter from England after the amputation he wrote that it was amusing to see the other fellows trying to use their artificial legs and that he was keen to have a go himself.  He also has one of his arms paralysed.

Then as now the Handcock's are a well regarded and respected family of hop farmers whose Upper Fifteen Mile Creek hop gardens have seen continual production since the 1890's.  That the family hop growing enterprise survived the boom – bust (mainly bust) hop growing profitability cycle of the 1970’s, 1980’s, 1990’s and 2000’s, when most independent growers went out of business, is testament to the family’s resilience and hardiness of the family.

“The Handcock's must be aggressive, six of them going!” (Capt Gerald Evans MC, 8th Bn, Myrrhee resident, letter to mother, 11/6/1916)

The ‘Aggressive’ Handcocks

Reginald Francis “Frank” Handcock was one of eight brothers to sign up from the family of Charles and Harriet Handcock, from the Upper Fifteen Mile Creek area of Myrrhee in North East Victoria.  It is said that the Handcock family had the world record for number of sons enlisting for WWI from any one family.  Of the brothers Albert John was the only member to be killed in action (Gallipoli, May 1915) while Charles Handcock was the other brother from the eight who did not make it home to Australia, dying of broncho pneumonia that followed on from influenza in November 1918.  The other six brothers survived WWI, although Reginald had his right leg amputated below the knee due to a gunshot wound during Third Ypres otherwise shortened to just Passchendaele (around Zonnebeke?). He was earlier wounded at Pozieres in August 1916 (to the ankle) but recovered to rejoin his battalion.  In an up-beat letter from England after the amputation he wrote that it was amusing to see the other fellows trying to use their artificial legs and that he was keen to have a go himself.  He also has one of his arms paralysed.

Then as now the Handcock's are a well regarded and respected family of hop farmers whose Upper Fifteen Mile Creek hop gardens have seen continual production since the 1890's.  That the family hop growing enterprise survived the boom – bust (mainly bust) hop growing profitability cycle of the 1970’s, 1980’s, 1990’s and 2000’s, when most independent growers went out of business, is testament to the family’s resilience and hardiness of the family.

“The Handcock's must be aggressive, six of them going!” (Capt Gerald Evans MC, 8th Bn, Myrrhee resident, letter to mother, 11/6/1916)
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e
FIGIITIL SON ENLISTS.

Vesterday Mr. I, A, Hundcock, of
Myrrhee, enlisted at” Wangaratia, 1l
Is (he clghth son of Mr, g Mrs R,
Handeock o be accopted for servico,
Five sons are serving in France, the
sixti returned to Australin, lnst whely
and dhe seventh gave his lifp on Gal-
lipoli. Ono som, 18 ycars, remains at
home,

Tast night at the ‘Town Mall, dr,
and Mrs Handeock' were  presented
with a handsome solid marble clock
as an expression of appreciation and
adwiration for the sacrifices they have
made in giving the's sons so freely
and willingly = in pouse 10 their
Conmtry's Call, The presentation was
made by the Mayor ~in (he presence
of a mumber of townsmen,

—— |

The Age (Melbourne, Vic. : 1854 - 1954)

Thu 6 Jul 1916 / Page6
AN EXAMPLE TO “SLACKERS.”

SEVENTH SON ENLISTS.
WANGARATTA. Richard  Handeack,
#on of Mr., and Mm. . Handcock, of
Myrrhee, has enlisted. He is the seventh
on of this family to take up arms for t!

Empire. One. son was d at Gallipol
w0 are in the trenches in France, two are
t, one in camp, and Richard Han

cock goes into camp text w Another

son intends offering bis services

Wangaratta Chronicle (Vic. : 1914 - 1918)
Wed 9 Feb 1916 / Page2

‘ A Nodle Example
the family of M
Myrriise, have et a
ple to th

The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 195
Wed 14 Jun 1916

Page 12

brothers were
ce, and all of them have

15,

L 1916, is now at Helioy
F. Handeock

and is now on the
R. H

ow in Favpt.

transport en route to Egypt. Private W.
Handcock enlisted in March, and is still
M. Handeock also lost three cousi

lipoli, and has 15 other close relativs

in
Sapper R, £, Handeock wiled in
Suer

7)

sailed last March, and
Private Charles Hand-
enlisted in February, and is now on a |

Wangaratta Chronicie (Vic. : 1914 - 1918)
Wed 20 Feb 1918 / Page 4

Mr, and Mrs Handeock, Myrrhee,
aro in Tecelpt of letters from their
sons, Chas., Ilenry, Richard, Ralph,
and Fred, who aro all.in the line
in France, and,well, Thiey have ol
so rocelved o letter from Frank
‘Handcock, who is in hospital in Bog-
land, recovering from wounds recelv-
od. He has had one leg amputated,
Ho says it i5  wmusing to seo tho
chaps trylug to uso their  artificial
legs, and Lo Is anslous to get his
to seo how he gets on. One of his
arms I8 also paralysed.




image2.jpg
Wangaratta Chronicle (Vic. : 1914 - 1918)

Mr. €. Handcock, Myrrhee, is In
receipty of letters  froml his sonk,
Charlle, writing from  “*‘Somowhere
in France” says:i—"I am sorry I
cannot tell you much, At present I
am cooking for the slores—a fairly
good job. I give the men & great
varjety of dishes, I havo received
letters from Henry and Ralph; they
ore both woll. It is ke a mild
spting day in  Australia just now,
bt in some places thero Is several
fost of snow, The hop crops are
looking green and Just starting to
grow.”” Henry Handcock  says:
“They call this part sunny France,
hut I have seen nothing but snow
since coming here. Arnold and Les-
llo Forge are here with us. Roy
Blickels got wounded and is In &
hospital in England, “He went on &
long march last week; the first day
18 miles, the second day 25 mlles.
My feet were pretty sore,” Dick
Handcock says he wishes this ter-
rible’ war was over. He is on night
work at the present time, and going
strong. Frank Handcock says he is
still working away with the Ploneers
but cannot say how long he will be

Sat 28 Jul 1917 / Page3

but cannot say how long he will be
with them. Ralph Handcock says he
has. just seen his brothers Frank and
Dick, who like himsell, are quite
well. The place they are now in is
fairly free of shell holes as they
have passed over the great .battle-
flelds of last summer, and are just
geiting into tho shell holes agaln.
Old Fritz {s belng gradually driven
Dback.

Rancocks General

Wangaratta Chronicle (Vic. : 1914 - 191
Wed 10 Oct 1917 / Page3

“Mr, and Mrs O, Handcock, Myr-
Thee, have rucelved . lettors from
thoir sons on servicei—

Honry Handcock says:—"I have
boon_In the firing lino several days,
Old Frits is just over the'hill, and
ho Mkes working up the ground;
there 8 scarcely n green treo along
the.line, all that is left belng heaps
of bricks and stumps, I made
a nico cross for the grave of poor
Jim Leslio, and would make cross-
g for George Ward and Willle Jar-
rott’s graves if I knew where they
were.  The three mates I had in
Boymour eamp are killed, and all of
my tont matgs have either been kill-
ed or wounded. I have not recelveq
any lotters for some time. I got
lottors from Ralph, Frank and Dick;
thoy too are gotting along well. We
lﬁnvu had some hard Aghting lately,
ind have done well, T hear Fred la

In camp, I wish him tho best o!‘
luck, I hope this bally war will ln]
over before he gots here. I am now
acting as sign-writer for my batta-
lion,"

Dick Handcocks eays:—"T
Frank yestorday, he is leaving here
in o few days' time. I have not
heon fighting lately. This fs & very
protty placo in the summer, but not
as good ns Australla, I wish tho
war was all over. I am sending o
note worth 5d called ball a Franc; o
plece of QGerman aeroplane which

saw ||

|

|
|

brought down, slso a German shell
case on which I want you to have
ongraved . all our mames and  dates
when wo sailed from Australla. The
vards are Iille showing the rulns
of some fne places, I saw. Tom
ﬁ“""m' grave with a nico cross on

Oharles Handeock  saysi—"T seo
where Willle Fleming has onllsted. I
suppose there are a fow. left  who
should come and do their share to
win this war, No doubt you wlil fecl |
much more satisfied now that we
have America with us, It {s raining
and wo have about two matches
among us, Our house s quite dry
and that is tho main thing."

Ralph Handcock says:i—He was in
good henlth, He has recelved from
home 74 letters, 92 from & young
lady in Victorla, and quite a nom-
ber from other frlends. He has sent
away In lottors and cards over
He has kept a diary of all corr
pondence 6o far. Ho has had no of-
felal holiday sireo landing in Fran-
co about two yesrs ago, and is atill
working In the Despatch Corps which
fa very oxciting at time

Frank Handeock  says: an
about 40 miles from old Frits, and
in the same part of, France as I waq
this time last year when I got
wounded, Raloh is billeted about 2
miles away, The country about hero
is looking Its very best just nmow,
hut I might say it fa & very dull
place oxcepting when thers 1s o
barrage on, which only lnsts o fow
hours al a time, and that Is quite
enough for us. We have the usual
pill boxes falling all the time."









