Joseph Allen Whittle
He was the sergeant of the 50th Infantry battalion
Born in Dorset England 1882, before residing to Adelaide to fight less than a year after enlisting in England
Passed in Belgium 24 October 1917 due to illness
Worked at J.H. Drew & Co. England before moving to Australia
Fought for England before moving to Australia to enlist
Won 1914-15 Star, British war medal, Victory Medal
AIF private in England – 10th Infantry battalion private in Adelaide – 50th Infantry battalion private in Adelaide – Wounds in back – promoted to sergeant 50th Infantry battalion – WW1 role of honor
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Joseph Allan Whittle
Introduction
Joseph Allen Whittle was an English born boy who fought for England and the ANZACs during the first world war. Joseph moved to Adelaide in 1915 to fight for the ANZACs. The reason I chose to research this person is because I believe that we could be related. What makes Joseph’ story worth remembering today is the fact that he was a British born Anzac who showed an outstanding display of the ANZAC spirit.
[bookmark: _Int_wPmk1dpw]Life Before The War
Joseph was born in 1882 in the small town of Wareham, Dorset, England, where he was born and raised by Maud Whittle, his mother (father is unknown). Before moving to Adelaide and going to war, Joseph apprenticed at J.H. Drew & Co. England. After looking at the original plans of Wareham during 1903 we can see that he lived an average life growing up in Wareham, a large river town with a railway station in the south of England. He got a job early, supporting his single mother. During 1903, Josephs teenaged years, Wareham was a bustling railway town along the river of Wareham, full of life and opportunity.
Wartime Service
According to Josephs AIF certification, he enlisted on 26/07/1915 in the town of Keswick, South Australia for the 10th Infantry Battalion. Although there is no evidence proving why he joined the war, we can assume that it was due to many young people also doing it. Exactly 3 months after joining, he was sent on the HMAT Benalla a24 that took members of the 10th, 12th, and 50th Infantry Battalion from Adelaide, Fremantle, and Port Melbourne to Egypt for training. This allowed the members already in Egypt to go and reenforce those in Gallipoli. On the 26th of February 1916, Joseph was transferred to the 50th Battalion while training in Egypt. The first battle he was involved in was the battle of Mouquet farm, a town in France where the ANZACs fought the Germans. Just months before the eventual end of this battle, Joseph was hit in the back by German forces suffering serious injuries to his back. This took him out of commission for seven months however it meant he survived his first battle. At the end of his ling recovery, Joseph was promoted to the Sargent of the 50th Infantry Battalion just months before his involvement in the third Ypres. On the 26th of September 1917, Josesh Allan Whittle was sent off on his first mission as a sergeant. The conditions in during this Belgium battle were tough, a lot different to what these when were used to. Primary sources show that Joseph and his team were stuck in the tight trenches which at the time were full of people, dirt, and disease. The battle of polygon wood, what the 50th battalion was involved in, was brutal, especially for Sargent Joseph Allan Whittle as he went on to pass away on 24th of October 1917.
The ANZAC Spirit
As a kid born in England, Joseph never would have imagined going to Australia let alone fighting for the ANZACs. Despite this, Joseph did and ended up showing an outstanding display of the ANZAC spirit through his two and a half years of service. Joseph had an outstanding displayed courage, mate ship, endurance, and loyalty during his 35 years of life but especially while fighting for the ANZACs. When can see these qualities through the photos, medals, and early life evidence. Photos prove that he was leading a tight knit determent group of men who were ready to die fighting. This shows his mate ship and courage towards his people. Another way to prove this is his 3 medals, 1914-15 Star, Victory medal, and ANZAC commemorative medal. These prove his dedication to presenting the ANZAC spirit throughout service.
After The War
Unfortunately, during the battle of polygon wood, Joseph Allan Whittle passed away due to sicknesses in the trenches. According to the AIF nominal roll, his date of death the twenty-fourth of October 1917 just a month after the start on the twenty-sixth of September 1917. Joseph now rests in the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery in the northwest of Belgium, a kilometer away from the German border. Today, Joseph has memorials in the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery where he lies and his hometown of Wareham where people still bring roses to remember him.
Conclusion
The most significant part of Josephs life that should still be remembered today is his persistence during/after injury. His persistence, loyalty, and courage through many tough battles show his dedication to the country and his people. When looking at his story today, we can learn what it means to show the ANZAC spirit and to dedicate a life to your country. It is important to remember those who fought during WW1 as they dedicated their life to allow us to be free.
