Private Ken Goodliffe
VX6234
2/7 Independent Company
AIF Australia
1st September 1943


Dear Mum and Dad

Have just come back to camp after doing a small walkabout for the last eight days and have also just received three letters; two from yourselves date 11th and 17th August and on from Eileen.  I was also expecting one from Margaret Mackenzie but it hasn’t turned up.

You say that is has been some time since you heard from me and I can imagine that it worries you a great deal; I would write more often but lately I have been out in the bush a great deal and have not had opportunity or writing materials to do the deed but rest assured Mum, I am in the best of health and also am enjoying a couple of day spell, a fellow can’t wish for anything more at the moment.

So our dashing cavalier Arn is on his way to places unknown.  Incidentally if he is home in November you mentioned that he might be; well I can confidentially say  that I expect to be home to see him; the spot of leave the boys are all looking forward to doesn’t look so distant now; I think you can start preparing the old bedroom in about a couple of month’s time:  Tho Eileen wrote and told me that she was at Bairnsdale and having a very nice time, I guess you know all about it by no though; incidentally you ask whether I received the pipe and tobacco and the other parcel with the cake so evidentially you have not received my last couple of letters as I mentioned in them that I had received them.  Your letters to me generally on an average take a fortnight to reach me but I think mine must be on the way three weeks to a month.  Let me know when you write next how long they take to reach you.

I answered Pat Mayberry’s letter so she should be receiving it shortly.  Young Arn should be writing to me soon and will probably tell me as much as can about his move.  I am trying to collect a few native souvenirs but up to date have no been very successful.  Well Mum I’m afraid there is very little news I can write about except to say I am in the best of health so don’t worry on that score.  Will close hoping this find you all still well and happy.  Cheerio till next time.

Your loving son Ken xx








VX62364
Trooper K Goodliffe
2/7 Commando Squadron
c/o 3rd Base Sub-Area
AIF Australia
15 November 1944

Dear Mum and Dad

I have just returned from seeing Laurie Webb; he lives quite close handy, and we had quite a yard this afternoon, he was only a P/O the last time I saw him in ’42 some time.  However, you can assure Mrs Webb that he is sparking on all six and looking very fit.

When I got back here your letter of the 9th had arrived so I’m answering it straight away – I posted another this morning so you should get them about the same day.

I’m glad to hear that the sleep-out is getting underway; as you say Arn and I won’t know the place when we get home.  Now don’t be afraid to draw on my bank account Mum as I want you to have the house modernised; a change in the scenery is as good as a holiday, and besides it will make it easier and more comfortable for you and Dad not forgetting the boys, of course.

In the last letter I completely forgot to tell you whether it was Margo or Eileen I was seeing but as it turned out I didn’t see either of them; you know it was such a long time since you mentioned it that it had almost slopped my mind.

As regards Arn I think he won’t be sorry if he is handed a discharge although he was looking fit and well the last time I saw him, I owe him a letter too, must do something about it.  Incidentally his friendship with Joyce is purely impersonal as naturally she camp up for discussion during out talks – as far as that goes he is of the same opinion as myself, I think I have mentioned that I have had a letter from her this week.

Actually Mum I didn’t want you to bother about parcels as the take such a time get here although I enjoy receiving them, still it is a drain on your rationed goods; one parcel every three or four months would be alright.  In any case we will get on from the Army for Xmas.  About the handkerchiefs Mum, you can leave them there, or you can use them if you wish Dad, I have enough with me to see me out for some time.  Haven’t had any word from Bruce yet but I’ll write him a few lines when I have a spare moment; in a few day’s time perhaps.  I will be a few days yet before I’m up to date on my mail.

Haven’t seen Ern yet and possibly will not see him for some time yet, it all depends on circumstances.  By the way how is Ilma Johnson these days, I hope she has eased up on her work, it takes a lot out of the girl, and she is an extra nice girl; give her my regards when next you see her Mum.

I hope your dance is a success and while on the subject see that you don’t over work yourself Mum – you have done more than your share in that respect.  Will close here, till later then, so cheerio for now; my regards to Mr B and Robin all our friends.  Keep smiling,
Your loving Son

Ken XXXX

PS: Must not forget the old scallywag, Don of course give him a spank for me.

VX110176
Gunner A S Goodliffe
77th Australia Mobile Search Light Platoon
AIF Australia
Monday 11 December 1944

Dear Mum and Dad

Received your letter yesterday Dad, and I was sure pleased to hear from you, you certainly heard the news of Ken at an awkward time.  I suppose by the time you get this Mum, the operation will be over for Dad, how did he go.

I saw                       today and he told me that my application had been turned down re the compassionate leave, he said that is couldn’t be possible under the circumstances, seeing that Dad was home, well they just couldn’t see it my way.  I presume Dad told the OC that he would be in hospital, anyway Mum L of C have granted me first priority when we get recreation leave, that means that if the Unit does get leave, I’ll be among the first to go, so don’t give up hope yet Mum.  I might not be home for Xmas, that’s just a bit of bad luck but I’m not making any promises but there is still a chance.

I hope you are not grieving too much Mum.  I know its hard for you, but don’t think about it, try and put your mind to something or you will be making yourself ill.  I hop Don is staying with you of anight and not going out too much.  Has Joyce been up to see you Mum?  I had a letter from her a couple of days ago and she didn’t mention anything about it, probably didn’t know.

I’m feeling very fit and I’m eating like a horse, probably on account that I have been working fairly hard on the truck.  I’ve got it looking like a new pin.  The weather is extra warm just like NG (New Guinea) weather.  Thank goodness its cool of a night but the mossies spoil it, cripes they’re wicked ???  that big a couple could carry you off.

Went to the pictures last night and saw “Topper returns”, not a bad show but I had seen it twice before, but it was entertaining and took my mind off thinking about ken.  The last couple of days i couldn’t do a thing I was very despondent, the cobbers were very nice about it and they sort of brought me out of it.

Well that about all the news for now Mum so will close hoping you are keeping well and and that Dad got over his operation OK.  Don’t grieve too much Mum, cheer up, promise me?  Best love to you all and cheerio for the present.

Your loving son
Arn XXXXXXXX

PS Regards to Ben (the family dog)


