
Information on Sydney Belbin.
I collated for our local historical page re Sydney Belbin 


I had received an email from a Willem, a Military Historian in Holland.
He was after information on my parents, who laid flowers at the grave of an Ulverstone man Sydney Belbins, grave site in Jelsum in Holland, he was serving in the RAAF in England, and was shot down over Holland in 1942. This Monday, the 4th of May 2026, Hollands annual 'Remembrance Day' in the Netherlands is held. This year there will be an unveiling of an information panel, close nearby his war grave, with a portrait of him on it as well. At the unveiling ceremony will be a grandniece of Sydney, together with her husband.

My mother and father Corrie and John van der Neut, through them being members of a political party, met Mattie Belbin, a widow, her Husband was Sydney Belbin. When mum and Dad went to Holland in 1977, they told Mattie they would lay flowers on his grave in Jelsum. They visited the grave, taking photos and sending Mattie a postcard that they had laid the flowers, the card is now kept at the Ulverstone Museum. Mum and Dad remained good friends with Mattie, dad would run errands, do maintenance on her house.
Dad looked after 4/5 Widows over the years, Mum jokingly called his girlfriends, and If I called in and asked Mum where Dad was, the reply would be at one of his girlfriends. Mattie eventually moved into Eliza Purton home, and Dad visited her every Saturday, till her passing.

In 1936 Mattie married (RAAF) Fl./Off. S.F. 'Jim' Belbin, original from Ulverstone, in Sept. In 1938 they had a son Shane. Sydney was a Science Teacher at Burnie High School; He was drafted or joined the Civil Airforce and ended up in the British Air force. In 1942 he was the Navigator of HP Halifax Mk. II bomber W1220, the aircraft was on a bombing run, and was shot down over Holland in 1942 and the aircrew was buried in Jelsum village, Friesland / NL, in the (Prot.) Saint Genoveva Churchyard there.

War records advise, RAAF Flight Sgt Sydney Frank Belbin (Navigator) age 33 was one of 7 airmen, 4 from Australia and 3 from England, who were in a Lancaster Bomber from 103 SQN RAF W1220 that took off from RAF Elsham Wolds at 0001 hours on the night of 4/5th September 1942, detailed to bomb Bremen, Germany. Nothing was heard from the aircraft after takeoff, and it failed to return to base.
The aircraft crashed at 0339 at Jelsum (Friesland), 5kms NNW of Leeuwarden, Holland, and all the crew were killed. They are buried in the Leeuwarderadeel (Jelsum) Protestant Churchyard, Locality Friesland, Nethelands. 
The 7 crewmen are the only WW2 airmen buried in the churchyard.

The Advocate of 6th Nov 1942 advised of his death.

The crash site, is situated NE of Jelsum village, nearby the Dockumer Ee waterway (ever a river / natural drain to the Wadden Sea). One of the inner engines, with a main landing wheel / gear, fell into the river bank, became swallowed up by the reeds, the mud and the water. And that happened on a beloved swimming spot of the local youth (from the nearby villages of Jelsum, Cornjum, Lekkum and Barthlehiem). These kids found and recovered that rubber wheel - cut into strips / parts - which were used for repairs to their (wooden) footwear later (to make waterproof their worn-out clogs, because a lot of things were scarce during the war.

Jelsum is indeed a small village, today situated in the "gemeente" / municipality of Leeuwarden city, which is the main city / capital in our Province of Friesland. There are living about 295 people today; in the wartime 1940 - 1945, there lived more than 350 villagers. 

The funeral of the 7 airmen was a "pure military happening", organized / led by the local German occupiers, thus by the same men who had downed their RAF bomber.
Not a single villager was present then, with the exception of the local gravedigger, Because, access was strictly forbidden for the Jelsumers / villagers, by the German authorities, most likely military of the nearby Luftwaffe night-fighter airbase of Leeuwarden. 
 
It’s likely a 6 men squad of the Luftwaffe (German air force), under command of an officer, gave a local rifle salute then; thus 3 shootings over the fresh graves and into the air, after the "Our Father" prayer, in English and German (!), by an air force chaplain (Lutheran "pfarrer"). The Germans laid also a large wreath on their graves.  Only in the evening, and in the days that followed, did many frightened villagers express their sympathy, when the Germans had left the churchyard. They laid (wild) flowers.
 
 After the war, beginning from 4th of May 1945, the Dutchies / Frisians have always honored / remembered these 7 boys at Jelsum. Every year many people lay flowers, and a service similar to Anzac Day is held in the church. For the last 10 - 15 years, every Christmas Eve, on the 24th of December, a candle lighting ceremony is held at the graves.

There was a Plaque at the Presbyterian Church in Main Street Ulverstone, dedicated to SF Belbin, it reads A.M.D.G. which means "For the greater glory of God." A.M.D.G And in Memory of F/O S.F.Belbin killed in action over Holland in September 1942. During renovations to the church fence, the plaque has been removed and will be handed possibly to the local RSL. 


