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THE AUSTBALIAN SOLDIER

Peter Farquharson

Mt Gravatt State High School
Loreburn Street
Mt Gravatt 4L22

Lower Secondary

Corporal Mervvn Alexander BELSHORE
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I would like to tel1 you the story of my

grandfather, Corporal Meryvn Alexander

BELSHORE. He was a soldier with the 61st

Infantry Battalion which fought at Milne

Bay, on the very eastern tip of New Guinea, during Lg42. \/

When war was decl-ared in 1939 Grandad was only 18 years old.
He was working at a sawmill in Brisbane. The iob had been

found for him by Thompson Estate Harriers Athletic C1ub. The

club had bought him to Brisbane from the country town of Clermont

so that it couid supervise his training. Grandad's maj-n love ,

in life was athletics. He was a very strong, fit young man. /

Grandad wanted to join the Royal Australian Airforce but his
mother was not willing to sign his papers. But on 20th October,

1941 he became a:nember of the Citizens Nlilitary Forces and was

i-ssued wlth his service number - qLO2254. He was pleased to be

in the army . ,l

Grandad served in Australia before being sent to Milne Bay.

was at Enoggera in Brlsbane, and then in Townsville that he

to know and. be known by many"of the other men of the 61st
Y

Battalion. Three of these m/n were Sergent Jim Mackenzie,

S er geant N oe I D e sp ard-Wo rto n
61 Batnlion
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Sergeant
men have

Jack Newcombe and Sergeant
helped me learn more about

Noel Despard-Worton
my grandad.

These

When I spoke with Mr }lackenzie he explained to me how my grandad
AIwas kno$bv so many amongst the 750 men of the 61st Battarion.

"we knew hlm by what he did and what he was lik/ - as you might
know the captain of the schooL football teaml 'lt. Ilackenzie
described hin, rc me as a strong, welr-built man who got on well
with everyone. He was sound, so1id, sincere and very trustworthy.
He dld what he had to in a quietly. confident manner and had a
very human way of handling people.

Grandad was shipped to Mrlne Bay on a Dutch }lerchant
ship which had escaped the Japanese invasion of
Indonesia. Milne Bay was only 200 miles from the
northern most point of Australia. only 700 miles f ron Toi"^rsvi.l- le.
Had it fallen into enemy hands,:-t would have been almost impossible
to stop the Japanese invading Australia. The battle fought at
Ililne Bay was the turning point of the war in the pacific. It
marked the first defeat on land of what seemed to be, up to then,
an i-nvincible Japanese force. ,/ q=". ,rO next page)

If you asked any serviceman who was stationed at illilne Bay what
he remembered most about his time there. he would say : - rain,
mud, jungle, mosquitos, leeches and on the positive side Ftzzy
Itluzzies (natived),mates and of course the fact thaV tn"v beat the
'J sr. /
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An Australian airman poses with some of the village workers
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TOWNSVILLE

AUSTRALIA BRISBANE

DARWIN

THE JAPANESE EMPIRE
THE EXTENT OF THEIR PACIFIC EXPANSION AT MtD 1942
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In nearly everthing the men did, the 1ocaI natives rvorked tirelessly
beside them. our 'blokes' quickly came to respect and rea11y
appreciate the vi-1lagers and their quiet, gentle manner of d.oing
things. rn all the preparations and fighting that went on in
the }Iilne Bay area, things would have been very dif ferent i.f it
had not beeri for the natives. Ive would not have beaten the
Japanese into the area by just one day. A11ied heaciquarters
became opera*1ona1 on the evening before the f lr'st Jana.nese air
raid.

Grandad had just over a month at Mirne Bay before he met a

Japanese marine face to face. He and his mates , however, did not
just sit around. A working day for the men of Grandad's
battalion, went something like this :- four hours unloading shipg,
four hours on roads, four hours on weapons and four hours patrolli-ng.

Men of 6l Bnworking on a road in the vicinity of No3 Strip.

The rain and mud inf luenced everythj-dg that everyoody di.d. Milne
Bay's weather had two cl-assifications :- summertime rains
everyday, winte,rtime rains ar1 day. Grandad told my mum when
she was 1itt1e, that his boots and socks were always wet but
sometimes it was not water but bloodrfrom leeches,he would tip
out of his boots.
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Mr Mackenzi-e told me that the roads were horrendous because of
the rain and heavy trafflc that moved constantly along them.

The crown of the road would end up being so high that it was

almost impossible to travel itrin any vehicle, without slipping
into the deep, muddy ditches (,il either side. Road works went

on 24 hours a day. illany a hole of boggy mud had to be filled
with literally anything that was available. Sergeant l{ackenzie

and his men ussd & truck load of army biscuits to do the iob one

day good fill, for a 1itt1e while.

This picture shows the terrible state of the roads in the Gili Gili base area'
with boggy ditches iust waiting to eilrap any wayward vehicles '

The Marmon frirrtngton rype truck had a poor rePutation in these conditions'

Grand.ad's platoon (9 or 10 men) was Sent away from the main base

at Gili Gili to the outpost of Taupota, on the north coast of

the peninsular. It was their iob to watch agai-nst Japanese

infaltration from the north. They walked approximately 30 miles

from the base arearacross the Stirling lvtountain Range, to reach

Taupota. It was a tough wa}k, through dense jungle. I think it
was during this"walk that one of the few things of the war that
Grandad would talk about happened. The men with Grandad were

frightened. to cross a narrow, fast flowing river they had come

across. Grandad ferried their weapons across, holding them hlgh

above his head and then went back for each man in turn, to help

him across.
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Late.r a full company was sent to boost the numbers at Taupota.

A11 up, there were 35 to 40'blokes' alone on the north shore.

Taupota outpost was left out of the battle for a while. The men

could see and hear it raging in the bay area. It was like watchlng

a terrific storm, wj-th lightning flashing and thunder roaring.

Altied" qun (tre u,,hich l;t up f ht niqht shtl,ltht tiqhlni ntlt

ior f he rnLtl c I rhe laupota 7ulpott.

The a1lied forces at Milne Bay defeated the

Japanese mari-ne force that landed there in
twelve,ciays of heavy fighting. The Japanese marines

that were left behind, after evacuation, tried to make

their way to safety on foot. Many went through the
outpost of Taupota. For Grandad and the other men,

fighting with these strh.gglers was heavy but very sporadic
very nerve wracking.

Grandad. did not see an end to the straggler problem. He was

shotrwhen an ambush on a Iarge, well armed party of Japanese

went drastic.ly rtrrong. He and his Lieutenant, Harry Shaw, were

left to deal with the whole pa'rty of Japanese alone. Both

Grandad and Lieutenant Shaw were hit as they engaged the enemy

but they stiIl managed to shoot six or^seven Japanese.
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Grandad was very bad'ly wounded by mach-
ine gun dumb-dumb bul1ets. They entered
his body and exploded causing damage to
his left arm, left shoulder, Ieft lung
and ribs. It was the\Fuzzy-Wuzzzy ,tngelsj
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Grandad was not expected to 1ive. He was fuIl of shrapnel. He

was eventually loaded on board a ship to be transported home.

llhile he was at Gili Gili he was given a blood transfusion,
courtesy of Sergeant Jack Newcombe, whom I mentioned earlier.
When Grandad arrived back in Australia, h€ and his stretcher
together weighed seven stone (45 kg). He was still not expected
to live by the doctors at Brisbane's, Greenslopes Military
Hospitatr. There were five men in the ward Grandad was in. He

was the only one who survi-ved. He had a very faithful doctor.
Dr stubbs-Brown was at his bedside whe\,pver he opened his eyes

as Grandad caIled them, who carri-ed him over the range and back
to base camp. They cried for him a lot of the ti.me he had

become their friend.
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day or night. Once the doctors realized that he was going to
live, Dr Paddy Dixon wanted to amputate his reft arm because
he berieved the mess it was in would reduce Grandad's chances
of living. Grandad said simply "No thanks Doc." Grandad worked
hard on his arm. He plaited leather whips to exercise it and
gradually puIled it away from his body, where it had become 'stuck'
through lack of use. He arso learnt to lace leather handbags,
as part of h:s therapy.

Grandad finally left hospital after twelve to eighteen ronths.
He could not return to his pre-war job at the sawmirl because
of his injuries. He supported himself by making handbags using
the skj.l1s he had learnt in hospital. The American servicemen
mostly bought them. He never accepted an army pension.

Grandad was in and out of hospital fcn the uext flve years. IIe
met my grandma there. she nursed hlm and thought he was very cheeky.

=-

-,

They married and,set up a 1

from under the house they b
that was how much quiet con
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eather manufacturing business operating
uilt at Mt Gravatt a big risk, but
fidence Grandad had in himself.
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Grandad's 1i-fe was drast changed as a result of the war 
1

tret he never complained. A11 the doctors that ever had anytiting
I

Yo do with him agreed that it was only his physical fitness from
a lj-fe on the athletic field that pulled him through.

He was never bitter that the war "t&
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cn iJrr lloLi;c .Q,1p;15;61 6
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his athletic career. He

slmply turned his attention to the administrative side of athletics
and quietly began to become the best that he could at that.
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Grandad died in 1965 from his third major heart attack. His war

injuries had put such a terrible strain on his heart. Norcne

ever thought of him as being a sick man because he never acted
like one. He was a happy person who just got on with living.
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61 BATTALION. IUAHHING SHEET

. . r_,,;: 
1.1

, , 11 LI I'bl IsOilalion
bh.k'

COMIvIANDING OHCER (CO)
sEcoND-IN{oM MAND (2 I C)
ADJLITANT
ADJUTAI.{T ASSISTANT
REGIMENTAL SERGEANT MAIOR(RSM) ...........
TNTELUGENCE OFFICER 0O)..............
PADRE/CHAPLAIN
QUARTERMASTER (QM)
REGIMENTAL MEDiCAL OFFICER (RMO) ........

1 PLATOON_SIGNAIJ
2 PLAT@N_TRANSPORT...
3 PLATOON_MORTAR....
4 PLATOON_PIONEERS
5 PLATOON-CARRIERS
6 PLATOON_A}{TI A'CRAITT

lr,-pc rrrl Br i:l ,c,

wL (- tl'i.S r i.'ln
bc,dcc c yr !l\-'>

-(lIJ
Lt r\ \ |u [rrY1.

LlCol
Mairr
Lt
Lt
wol
Lt
Capt
LT

Capt

MELDRUM Atex
WILES l{arry
LAWSON Angus
O'CALLAGHAN Geoff
BALDWIN Nel @luey)
HOBBS Stan
JAMES Gordon
BRINKLEY Frank
HAWKINS (Burch)

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY
OffiCER COMMANDING (OC) Capt TREMLOW Eric

OFFICER COMMANDING..............
SECOND-rN-COMMAND (2IC)
T.PLATOON
t-Ptr100$r
9-PLAT@N

MORLEY Graham (Mumma)
EMME1T H. (Nugget)
KLINGER I-en (KIA 77.8.42)
ASKEW BiII
STAIILEY Irs
THOMPSON Ces

"A. COMPANY
GOWLAND Robert (Bob)
SHAW Harry
TODHI.]NTERR.
SHAWl{arry
O'DONNELL Croddy)

B. COMPAI{Y
Capt BICKS Charles
Not known
Lt SANDERSON Wallace (KlA Auga2)
Lt ROBINSON Herb
Lt McCOY James

Lt
Lt
Lt
sgt
Lt
sgt

Capt
Lt
LI
IJ
wo2

OFFICER COMMANDEIG (OC)
SECoND,IN{OMMAND (2IC).

C. COMPAT{Y
omcER coMMANDb{G (OC)
SECoND-IN{OMMAND (2IC)..
13-PLATOON......
14-PL-{TOON......
l5-PLATOON......

D. COMPANY

CAMPBELL Ken (Soapy)
RUDDER BiII
LAWSON James
KING Eddie tDOw 27.8.421
TOMLINSONC. (Ihommo)

DAVDSONLee (Gramps)
MXON-SMITH L€e
WHITTAKER John (Jack)

O'I(EEFE Tom
RITCHIE Sydney

GRAHAM James
BROWN Alex
CUNNINCTON M.
LEWIS H.
DONALDSON Colin

Capt
Capt
LI
LI
Lt

Capt
Capt
Lt
Lt
Lt

17-PLATOON......
l8-PraTooN......

oFFrcER COMMANDTNG (OC)
sEcoND-rN&MMlh{D (2rC)..

oFFrcER COMMANDSTG (OC)
SECOND-IN{OMMAND (2rC)..
... PLATOON
... PLATOON
... PLATOON

Capt
Lt
Lt
LT
Lt

G*^A"dd{rr**d .PJr}.ro's) CO ro Lteufuner,* H, ,oq Shq,^t,

g*nPEnc\
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oLYMP lC starter.
shore, owes his

Merv.
life to

Bel-
a th-

th. gun. Fl<'lshore lr r'
tuxilr!;rlnad '1 rtri.l
prrlrltc \ilenc€ un t llt'
inrid.nt.

IJt i-ihcre lllllnit!r t.l

S'-lr.-. r eallls to Ad.'-
laidr rn 1955 and &Iti-
bourne m 1956 1nd 

"..lsonc r)f tht'ee Jtarter.
st.lcctpd for the \1r'l -

b<lurnc Oi.vmplc
Grrrnr's

Hc .:t!s th.:rt lrt' jtl(t
ot hrr olicrrls pl'ob-
ril.lr lr':ri nt nlut r ln :r

< urrDia o[ w']ex.- irt tltr'
Grl::rs th:'ti lh fht3ir'l
*'i1ul,' 611 1'^,'-.-

I1r.r ISn : !i,r;11 11r1r't
B,'1-1.11p \r':ti b,)' n / |

Cllt: rtorI[ :16 ! eir] .. ,r'r(,
lr n(l :l t schcol ,., .r:- lr :,
itllrr'. iii'('! ilri' rghlelA
cliai*'ti'r fo,rtii.r ii, r'
1r 11i1 6yg:l;.st

At the rrsc ,)f !4 ll'
l4rJi irt \\ i(r t't'-rt:,
r'., r'!:!\ out of e;(ht .ri
r h r .. -.' -i..-

tlrc..arne !'ear itc lrit
s( hcul iuld c:l:l1t 'ro
8r r.u..rne to \{.ulk iis rl

'.irnli': mScititti:t.
Ila joinQtI 'fhornpson

Estrte llerriers and
brlrrr.cn 1936,rnd 19{(}
won five State titler.
incltrding ttrc oprn
l'10 r-r rds hurd(es .rnd
optn discus.

Apart- from i.lit'x
iw(, eveots. he !r t..\
pkrced in:"hot. ham-
nler. javelin, deceiit -

lon. higlr jump, lloler.a,rlt and hop. step
ar)d .iump tltle.s.

He swam n-rrh Corn-
merclal Club and t lle
la,rc.{.

Bel-.hole hlrs on€
hobbt' q hich has
rlrovPd ol great benefil
to alb]etes rn Queens-
land. lncludins Chilla
Poru.r-nrovic nhoto-
rirupitY.

A Mt. Gravalt travel
ga-rd.,t manufactuter.
Beishore has lt son.
P,.(cr ,1. and tso-y('ar-
old !$'in daugittr'r:.
Cl)r'sr ine B 11d P1" icl'l
_JOtrN }IORTON.

letics.
Bel.shore, oue o(

Q':eensland's IeadinB
athletee hr lhe imrrr,'-
diate pre-saI Pericd.
was shockingl.r
wouDded Ux action dtlr-
ing the JaPanese
attnck at Lfi)ne Ba."- m
194 l.

IIis left shouid eI
socl:et was to(n out
lncl his left lung col'
lapsed.(:orporal Belshore
spent two-aDd-a-tralf
ye!,rs on his brck irt
hotipittl.

Docfors told hlln
that only his Pir.r-sicrl
irtness from a liie ott
the athletic firld
rrrrilod him throuqil. -

A,r:rlnst tnedlc:._r,
opinion. he colnpcl'c
tor a time sf tel' tl:r
qirr and bs chancr one
de-v aL the Exhibitior:
Grolind itr 1945 lrt
l_\ee?Ele g Slarter.

Tlte rquiar stariel
lr:1d failed to applirt
. . . Merv was asked tc
rio ihe job he
h{lndled the all.rletes
competentlv - ln no
lrme he w&! offieial
.qssoclation starter.

Bclshorc has Eadc a
study of rtarting-"1
rrraintain it lr sotne-
thinr rhich Yee .orut
qet thc grc. to per'
(ect.-

T'hen lo 1952 at the
AustralisD ehamPlon-
shlps st the Exhlbltlon
Grmud - the scene
of hir hlttation 8! a
starter - he hlt the
Australlan lteadllncs.

An unlnown locat
-rprinter by the name
of H€ctoi Hogan beat
the hot favourite.
John Tleloar - (NSWi
in th€ 1{X} Yardr and
the cry but3t fortl:
drat, Hog[n bad got a
"tly" at.,the start.

Thc' recc ls still :
controvcrsirl subiect in
rthletlca rnd opinion
is almost unlnimour
that HogaD did beat

QUEENSLAI{D Amateur Athletles' Association oflicial' and- Qlympic
d^."s reserye starter, Mr. M. Betghorc (left), vho showed en Olymplc

torcn to inmateg of drernrlopet Repetriation Horpital -yerterdty. Mr.

B.l;lr";;, who wa"s dischargedlrom th6 horpital yctter_d-sy,.lg-with Padre--']. c.'f"rq,rr,"" tcentrei ina ltr. I'.G. Li"t"i, of lffavell Helehtr'

f;i*" Brisbana
clfan wirllerr
i t' . rl^j-

I

,TIIIS 
15 IHTI(}Rffi"

:,1
,i

Itl ;"s fape'r cwli.le"
Ilcw j1t{pg.s -.u)1cl\ b',

lJ Another Sportrolt N:xt Week
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- Posj - Wo r Cc,rlifr cotes
Aro hed.Mcrv Bcbhoro *rr.Ur, **
to rey ho would hevc bcon jutt rr p"o!t{ ol
Jeck and Sam.

,t

l'm sure, that they weie proteges of . Mrv'r
starting pistol.

They are members of the starting panel fo
athletics events at the Commonwealth Games, ant
as much as any athlete who competes, they,v(
deserved their selection.

Like many of their fellows. they'vc sacrificec

Jack Forrest and Sam Martin won't mind it said

summer weekends at home or away for close tc
three decades to achieve their goal.

The iate Merv Belshore was one of the men whc
red the seience of starting sprint events.

Grc'rr-1ccl
0i hrh

ln riris era when split seconds are the talk,
there's ever so much more to it than lon you
marks . . .''

'Merv, an Australian war hero in the jungles ol
New Guinea and a member of the starting panel
at the Melbourne Olympics in 1956, learned his
pistol. lessons the hard way.

It was he who pulled the trigger to give the lete
Hec Hogan that controversial start whiih won him

; the first of his seven successive national 1OO yards
championships at the Exhibition Ground in'1952.

, Many, many years later Merv told me that the
claims of the beater- favorite John-Treloar that Hec
had got a "fly" n',,qht have been right.
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0'IfiD. LIFE TO

.GREAT IOIJE

OF ATI|LETICS

M

i Doctors told htm -that the
physique and sh.p,Loa he de-
teloned from athletics save$
his lite.

Only the year before beingr
wounded Merv cleaned upr
the State's best ae. a Junior .

3,1o,1',ilu',Hf"ff 
tIIi'. ?#l A Bri -s h ri e

iY,"l"T, :i'.' r:?3'$,*t:rdres' 1"spvi wP (
This sea^son at St...Lucia he tlfttclA

has comoeted in the discus,;. ' , i

and hamirer events-without fdftt0 nOt
anv helo from his left arm. L- a'-i;t ;;"qtiil" il#;d-: 'tflsi k rcuu v"r ) 'jup near the standard of the:

lleadirxg perforaers in those:
levents iI He ttss been a Statei
lsetector tor four years. 
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S[r\r1r, t\rO tr5FI)7r \C

In 1932, the late Mervyn Belshore,
in the boys' high iump (l I years and
under) recorded a phenomenal 4 ft. 4*
ins. ln 1935, he was to win the Open
High Jump with a spectacular leap of
5 ft. I in, six inches ahead of his nearest
rival. At this meeting Mervyn was to
win the I00yards,440yards, broad jump,
high jump and pole vault. Mervyn Bel-
shore's career as an athlete was de-
stroyed as a result of crippling wartime

rhe late iniuries, but his .keen interest in athletics
MERVYN BELSHoRE remained, and his proudeSt achievement

was his selection as an official starter
at the Melbourne Olympic Games in 1956. His death was
a sad blow to the sporting fraternity.

\

\/-lrt'ic/e i {ron rha Liir:nr,ir )txTt ,:r t;.
I

I Lcnt41 ( rt.i t r il i vc lll',\ go zt ne; .

ln the Sporting Sphere we also had an outstanding
performer in Mervyn Belshore who was so much superior tc
other boys of his age that I communicated with officials of
the Thompson Estate Harriers Club. in Brisbane to see if
they could help him to develop his native ability. They
secured employment for him at Hancock and Gore's Sawmill
and undertook to supervise his training. Mervyn won a
couple of Junior Championships in Field Games but World
War ll intervened, and those who knew Mervyn Belshore
would know where he would be. A shrapnel wound in the
shoulder put an end to his active participation in freld games
but he now turned his attention to the administrative side
of sport and reached his greatest heights when he was chosen
as starter for the athletics in the Olympic Games in
Melbourne. lt was with deep regret that I heard of Mervyn's
untimely death less than two years ago.
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LoTen' fur,.,nrl.1 Phcloe

th t t fr*' eomplele''{ani tt1 rtbblc qra ph

e yer lalten.
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f fu tasl yhdograyh f ahen ol

6randad" belorc he died..Ho hacL

)usl cone ort ol hospifal hauing

5it{/pro,! 1Lt,,71 alirt'h ,'1 ,"t,'",''
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