Reverend Father Archibald William Bryson MSC* was a Catholic chaplain with 2/48 Battalion Australian Imperial Forces (AIF) during the Oboe landings in Borneo in mid-1945.
* Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
Army rank Lieutenant Colonel, Army number NX132875

The following was a letter he sent to my grandmother Coral McKinnon after her youngest son Donald was killed by a Japanese sniper during the campaign. Of all the correspondence from family and friends after Donald’s death this was the only letter she and my grandfather Neil kept.

Dear Mrs McKinnon

I wish to extend you my Sincerest Sympathy on the death of your son, Don.

I have no need to tell you what a fine young man he was, for you are his mother. But as a Catholic priest, and chaplain to this battalion, I can say that, he was an outstanding young man and soldier. His physical courage in action was only matched by his moral courage in and out of action, for he was a shining example to the Catholic men in this battalion. Both in standing Camp and in action he was at Mass and the Sacraments on all occasions.

Only a few hours before Don was killed fighting with extraordinary coolness and bravery, I had gone forward to say Mass for their Company. Don went to Confession, attended Mass, and received Holy Communion with great devotion. I was speaking to him and he was cheerful and at peace.

I felt his loss as a personal one, but thank God, had the consolation, I know you share with me that, he died as he lived in the State of Grace, and fortified by the Sacraments of the Church.
I buried Don with the beautiful ceremony of the Church, and said a Requiem Mass for the repose of his soul R.I.P.

Our Blessed Lord said: “Greater love than this no man hath that lay down his life for his friends.” Don followed in Our Lord’s footsteps, and he has followed Him through the portals of death unto Heaven itself, wherever now he is.

May God bless you and yours, dear Mrs McKinnon, and give you peace and consolation in your great loss.

Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus
(Father) A Brayson M.S.C Chaplain
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