59TH BATTALION UNIT DIARY DECEMBER 1916
Absent sick from 10th December to 14th December.
Friday. 1st: “D Camp”. Day dull cold and windy. 6 OR Reinforcements from 3rd ADBD. Casualties 1 OR killed 3 OR wounded. Usual fatigues supplied. Dispositions unchanged.
Saturday. 2nd: Day dull and foggy. 2 OR transferred. Strict measures taken to ensure application of whale oil to feet twice daily and changing of socks daily. Dining room established. Dispositions unchanged. Usual fatigues supplied.
Sunday. 3rd: Day dull and foggy. Usual fatigues supplied. Dispositions unchanged.
Monday. 4th: Weather cold and foggy. Usual fatigues supplied. Dispositions unchanged. 1 off 23 OR march in from Stoke’s Gun School. Lt Col H.J.C. Layh returned from 5th Division HQ School.
Tuesday. 5th: Weather cold, windy, rain and sleet. Usual fatigues supplied. 43 OR evacuated sick out of [?] area – struck off strength. Dispositions unchanged. Enemy shelled vicinity of camp area.
Wednesday. 6th: Weather – cold wet and foggy. Usual fatigues supplied. Dispositions unchanged. Inspection of sick men by OC Companies prior to sick parade. Health of troops generally good.
Thursday. 7th: Weather – cold, wet and foggy. Usual fatigues supplied. Dispositions unchanged. Adjutant evacuated to hospital. 7 OR Reinforcements from 5th ADBD. Officers visited forward trenches to obtain information of sector to be taken over.
Friday. 8th: Weather –wet cold and foggy. C and D Coys marched into camp from Colored Labour Camp (Quarry). Usual fatigues supplied. Remaining officers visit forward trenches.
Saturday. 9th: Weather wet. Fatigues to waterlot farm carried out as usual. The Battalion moved out from D camp, the first company leaving at 3pm and took over from the 29th Battalion AIF in NEEDLE [N.33.C.2.2], WINDMILL, COW and MAIL trenches. The relief reported complete at 10.45pm without a casualty. Lieut. McPherson W.J. – Reinforcement from 5th ADBD reported. Heavy shelling of trenches during day.
59TH BATTALION ORDER NO.11 – 9TH DECEMBER 1916
Reference – 57.C.SW.
1. The 59th Battalion will relieve the Battalions of the 8th Brigade in the Right Sector during the 9th, 10th December 1916.
2. Battalion Right Boundary – From N.34.b.9-9 across sunken road at N.34.E.3-7 through T3 Central to road at T.9.a.3-3 thence along road to T.14.a.4-8.
Battalion Left Boundary – From N.28.b.3-3 to road junction at N.27.d.5-3, thence through junction of NEEDLE Trench and WINDMILL LANE T.2 Central T.7.b.8-8.
The 87th Brigade is on our right and the 14th Aust. Bgde. Is on our left.
3. Details of Reliefs will be as under:-
“A” Company will relieve the Company at present occupying WINDMILL Trench.
“B” Company will relieve Company at present occupying NEEDLE Trench.
“C” Company will relieve Company at present occupying COW Trench.
“D” Company will relieve Company at present occupying MAIL Trench.
Grenadiers will move with “A” Company to WINDMILL Trench.
Half of the Machine Gunners will move with “B” Company to NEEDLE Trench, the remaining half will move with “C” Coy. To COW Trench.
Observers will remain with their Companies tonight.
Pioneers at present engaged in the construction of hot boxes will remain with the R.Q.M.
Battalion H.Q. will be in WINDMILL Trench.
Companies will move out in following order:- “B”, “C” & “D”.
The first company will out from “D” Camp at 3 p.m. There will be 5 minutes interval between platoons and 10 minutes between Companies.
“A” Company will return to “D” Camp to store packs before proceeding to WINDMILL Trench.
4. Receipts for Trench Stores will invariably be taken and given and must be signed by an officer; they will be forwarded to Bn. H.Q. within 12 hours of the transaction. Discrepancies between numbers shown on taking over and subsequent handing over receipts are to be explained when forwarding the latter.
5. Every man of the Battalion going into the front line system will be issued with 6 sand bags and a pair of dry gum boots at NEEDLE Trench. Units will draw gum boots from the drying room at S.12.b.1-10. All wet gum boots will be returned to the drying room by the unit concerned.
On passing WATERLOT FARM 6 sand bags per man will be handed out by 15th Field Coy. Engineers.
6. Completion of any relief is to be reported in code to Bn. H.Q.
7. Trench Feet. The utmost precautions must be taken against trench feet. Platoon commanders will see that every man’s feet are rubbed twice daily. The certificates supplied will be furnished to Bn. H.Q. not later than 9 p.m. each evening.
8. Sandbags will be sorn in lieu puttees. Puttees will be placed in the sack and the packs stored along with officers’ valises in the Armstrong Hut at the foot of “D” Camp.
All rifles must be covered either with rifle covers or by sand bags.
Hot Boxes. Company Commanders will be held responsible that all the hot boxes suppied to their Companies are returned.
Improvements. All work at present in progress in the trenches must be carried on.
Fresh work will be proceeded with as detailed.
Sunday. 10th: Weather – Clearer – though cold. [?] Activity on both sides. Battalion occupied NEEDLE, COW, MAIL and WINDMILL trenches. Fatigues – Changing of wet gumboots for day at WATERLOT fm. Cleaning up of trenches – scraping duck boards – 1 latrine constructed. Battalion changed over with 32nd Battalion [8th Brigade] front line. B + C Coys ZENITH and SPRING trenches. D Coy in GUSTY and SPECTRUM. A Coy in ROSE trench. Casualties 5 OR wounded.
59TH BATTALION ORDER NO.12 – 10TH DECEMBER 1916
Reference – 57.C.SW
1. The 59th Battalion will relieve the 32nd Battalion on the night of 10/11th December in the front line system.
2. Details of Relief.
“B” Company will relieve the RIGHT half Front Line.
“C” Company will relieve the LEFT half Front Line.
“D” Company will occupy GUSTY and SPECTRUM trenches with two platoons in each.
“A” Company will relieve Company in ROSE Trench.
3. All Orders, Trench Maps, and Trench Stores will be taken over from existing garrison and receipts given in the usual manner. Duplicate receipts to be forwarded to Bn. H.Q. on completion of relief.
4. Major S. Grills will be in command of OUTPOST LINE with his H.Q. at MILLERS SON Post – N 34 a 1-9 or other more favourable position to be decided on arrival. Any change of H.Q. to be notified to Bn. H.Q. and all concerned immediately.
5. All ranks are to be issued with gum boots before leaving the present position, and all precautions taken with regard to trench foot.
Wet socks will be returned to Bn. H.Q. with ration party.
Each man will carry forward 2 bombs and 6 sand bags.
6. Companies will move in the following order – “B”, “C”, “D”, “A” under company arrangements, starting at 4.30 p.m. on 10th December 1916. Guides will meet parties at ROSE Trench.
7. Bn. H.Q. will be set at N.33.C.2-2 as pointed out to all ranks.
8. No secret documents are to be taken into front line system.
10. Existing works and improvements must be vigorously pushed on with.
12. Trench commanders will see that a sufficient supply of bombs and ammunition is always on hand and kept in good order ready for use.
13. Bombers and Lewis Gunners will take over outposts by present garrison as instructed.
Monday. 11th: Ernest was absent sick. Wet weather. The Battalion Headquarters moved to NEEDLE DUMP. One man was evacuated with shell shock.
Tuesday. 12th: Snowing. Snow was followed by rain and enemy gas in some parts. A heavy artillery barrage began at 5pm lasting about 40 minutes. A and D take over ZENITH and SPRING trenches. C in GUSTY and SPECTRUM trenches. B Coy in ROSE. Heavy shelling by enemy. Casualties 8 OR (4 killed 2 died of wounds 2 wounded). In the night one prisoner came over the trenches and “much valuable information obtained”. He belonged to 3rd Battalion Marine Infantry. “He told of bad state of enemy trenches and recurring of British artillery.”
Wednesday 13th: Dull weather. Battalion changed over with the 58th on the front line and moved back to occupy NEEDLE, WINDMILL, COW and MAIL trenches. Completed at 1.30am. Heavy shelling by the enemy during the day. 1 OR kill 2 OR wounded.
Thursday. 14th: Ernest rejoined from hospital. Clearer weather. Heavy shelling of NEEDLE trench and vicinity. Casualties 5 OR killed 5 OR wounded 1 OR shell shock. Battalion moves back to E Camp.
Friday. 15th: weather dull with rain at intervals. Battalion supplies fatigues to 15th Field Coy and Waterlot farm.
Saturday. 16th: Weather cold with rain and sleet. Fatigues supplied to 15th Field Coy Waterlot Farm. 1 Off 16 OR Reinforcements from 5th ADBD.
Sunday. 17th: Weather cold and wet. Usual fatigues supplied to 15th Field Coy at Waterlot Farm. Lieut Reid HW join Battalion from 5th ADBD.
59TH BATTALION ORDER NO.13 – 17TH DECEMBER 1916
Reference – 57. C.SW
1. The 59th Battalion will relieve the 57th and 58th Battalions in Right Sector during 19/19th December.
The Battalion will relieve the 58th Battalion in Reserve Trench on the 18th December and 57th Battalion in the front line & Support trenches on night of 19th December.
2. Details of Reliefs as under:
“A” Coy. Will relieve Coy. Of 58th Bn in WINDMILL.
“B”  “  “  “  “  “ NEEDLE
“C”  “  “  “  “  “ COW
“D”  “  “  “  “  “  MAIL.
Grenadiers will move with “A” Coy to WINDMILL.
½ M.G will move to NEEDLE remaining half with “C” Coy. To Cow.
Pioneers will continue with construction of hot boxes at Q.M.Store, MONTAUBAN.
Bn. H.Q. will be in WINDMILL Trench.
3. Order of Move. Companies will move out from “D” Camp in following order:-
H.Q., “A”, “B”, “C” and “D”.
The first company will move from “D” Camp at 3 p.m. There will be 5 minute interval between platoons and 10 minutes between Companies.
4. Lieut. Fair will leave “D” Camp at 1.30 p.m. to take over all Trench Stores from 58th Batln. In Reserve Trenches.
5. Every man will be issued at Drying Shed, WATERLOT FARM with a pair of dry gum boots.
6. Sand bags will be worn in lieu of puttees. Puttees will be placed in packs.
7. All packs with Officers valises will be neatly stacked by Companies in “F” Camp Hut. This will be completed by 2 p.m.
8. All rifles must be covered with rifle covers or by sand bags.
Monday. 18th: Weather dull slight rain. Morning fatigues. (a) 1 officer 75 OR supplied to 15th Field Coy. (b) Wood cutting fatigue to Soup Kitchen. Battalion relieves 58th Battalion AIF in Reserve trenches. 1st Coy leaves E camp at 2pm. Battalion headquarters established in WINDMILL LANE. Working Parties – 88 OR under Lt [?] dig approx. 100 yards of trench for telephone communication between MILLER’S SON and GUSTY trenches. 240 duckboards carried by our parties from NEEDLE DUMP to function of “Cross Roads”.
Tuesday. 19th: Weather – misty & cold. Battalion occupies NEEDLE, WINDMILL, COW and MAIL trenches. Battalion Headquarters in WINDMILL LANE till 4.30pm. Fatigue party 1 off 75 OR supplied to 15th Field Coy engaged in work of constructing new dugouts and sapping. 3pm. Fall of snow – followed by severe frost at night. Btn relieves 57th Bn in Front Line System 1st Coy leaves WINDMILL LANE at 4.30pm and Bn HQ established at N.33.C.2.2. Relief Completed at 7.45pm without a casualty – 1 OR wounded (self inflicted). Lone Tree rear “Gun pits” filled. Dispositions of Coys in Front line System A. Coy Right Right Sector (SPRING TR). B. Coy Left Sector (ZENITH TR) C. Coy in GUSTY and SPECTRUM trenches. D. Coy in ROSE TR.
Wednesday. 20th: Weather – clear – sunshine between hours of 10am – 4pm – Ground frozen. 22 OR reinforcements from 5th ADBD join the battalion wrecked aeroplane rear ROSE TRENCH destroyed.
Thursday. 21st: Weather – clear in morning. [?] in 7.30am. Light rain in the afternoon. Dispositions unchanged. Heavy shelling of our positions by enemy. Casualties – 1 OR Killed.
Friday. 22nd: Weather – Dull – Clear ground observation. 3 German Prisoners (1 Off 2 OR) captured. Battalion is relieved by 21st Bn AIF in front line. No casualties during relief. Bn HQ moved to WINDMILL LANE. 
Saturday. 23rd: Weather – cloudy and windy. Bn is relieved in support trenches by 22nd Bn AIF and moved back to D Camp.
59TH BATTALION ORDER NO.14 – 23RD DECEMBER 1916.
1. The Battalion will move from “D” Camp to RIBEMONT on 24th inst.
2. Reveille 6 a.m.
Breakfast 6.15 a.m.
3. All packing will be completed and wagons loaded by 7.45 a.m.
4. The Batln. Will fall in ready to move at 8.30 a.m.
5. Dress. Men will carry full marching order – Blanked and waterproof sheet will be carried round the pack. Mess tins must be carried inside the pack.
Steel Helmets will be worn.
6. The Batln. Will entrain at WUARRY SIDING at 9.30 a.m. for MEAULTE.
7. The Batln. Will march from MEAULTE to RIBEMONT.
During the march strict march discipline will be maintained – Batln. Will march withing 100 yards distance between Companies.
8. Order of March.
Headquarters
“A” Company
“B” Company
“C” Company
“D” Company
No man under any circumstances will be allowed to fall out on the march.
All rifles to be thoroughly clean.
9. Rations. Unexpended portion of day’s ration will be carried. Water bottles will be filled.
10. Men’s feet will be inspected immediately the Batln. Is settled in billets.
[bookmark: _GoBack]11. Entraining Officer (Lieut. Beck A.J.) and 2 N.C.O’s will report to R.T.O. QUARRY SIDING at 7.30 a.m.
Sunday. 24th: Weather – fine. Bn moves from D Camp to RIBEMONT. Bn entrains at QUARRY SIDING at 9.30am – arrives MEAULTE at 12 noon. Bn marches from MEAULTE to RIBEMONT reaching RIBEMONT 2.30pm.
Monday. 25th: WEATHER FINE. XMAS DAY. Day of rest and relaxation.
Tuesday. 26th: Weather – in morning fine – a little sunshine; Afternoon – wet. Morning bathing parade at Steilly – Afternoon – Rest and relaxation. General Birdwood visits area and inspects units at work.
Wednesday. 27th: Weather – fine and clear – Syllabus of training (R. Area) 1st Day carried out.
Thursday. 28th: Weather – dull. Syllabus of Training 2nd Day carried out. Inspection of Battalion at work by GOC 5th Div AIF – fatigue parties – 4 NCOs 40 men – 12 Carpenters supplied [?] TOWN MAJOR fine Piquet. Kit inspection A + B Coys.
Friday. 29th: Weather – well. Syllabus of Training 3rd Day carried out – Kit Inspection C and D Coys and details. Usual fatigues supplied. 139 OR Reinforcements from 5th A.D.B.D.	
Saturday. 30th: Weather – dull in morning – afternoon well. Work during morning and in afternoon till 3pm. Carried through as per syllabus for 4th Day. 3pm Inspection by GOC 15th Brigade – fatigues of previous day supplied expert party & TOWN MAJOR of 4 NCOS, 40 oranks.
Sunday. 31st: Weather – cloudy – cold SSE wind. 11am. Church Parade at Quarry near RIBEMONT-BUIRE road. 2pm – 3pm Company Route march. 3pm. Inspection of Box Respirators by 5th Divisional Gas officer. 5 OR Reinforcements from 5th ADBD.	
