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In Memory of  
 

Second Lieutenant 
CHARLES ROBERT WINDEYER 
363, 49th Battalion, Australian Infantry 

who died age 21 
on 12th October 1917 

 

Son of Richard and Mabel Fuller Windeyer, of "The Peel," Elizabeth 
Bay Road, Sydney, New South Wales. 

 

Remembered with honour 
YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL, BELGIUM 
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The story of Charles Robert Windeyer and his service 

in the Great War is interesting and more complex than 

most other individual service careers. Known by family 

and friends as “Charlie” he was born in Sydney to 

Richard and Mabel Fuller Windeyer, a prominent family 

in Sydney’s legal circles. Richard was a K.C. (King’s 

Counsel, a senior barrister) in the city. His mother was 

able to maintain a home in London and spent several 

years there during and after the Great War. Charlie came 

to Toowoomba, aged 18, to be a school teacher at 

Toowoomba Grammar, working in the junior section.  

That part of the School is now named the Toowoomba 

Grammar Junior School. 

 

Upon the declaration of war, Charlie presented himself 

in Toowoomba for a medical with Major Alex Horn, the 

AAMC officer based in Toowoomba (the medical exam 

is undated). Charlie then travelled home to Sydney to 

confer with his father as he still needed parental 

permission to serve overseas as a soldier under 19 years 

of age; he was 18 and 9 months. Therefore, his AIF induction was completed when he took the 

oath in Sydney on 24 September 1914; he was subsequently posted to the 6th Light Horse 

Regiment (C Squadron). A second medical in Sydney recorded him as being 5’8” tall, 135 

pounds, with a fair complexion, blue eyes, brown hair and he was of the Church of England 

religion. Charlie sailed from Sydney aboard A29 Suevic on 21 December 1914.  

 

In the Middle East Charlie’s health suffered seriously. The 6th LHR trained at Maadi until May 

1915 when it was prepared for deployment to Gallipoli to reinforce the infantry. The regiment 

left Egypt on 16 May and landed at Gallipoli under shrapnel three days later. Charlie did not 

reach the Peninsula until 13 July with a reinforcement of 57 men. His indifferent health soon 

deteriorated in the oppressive, unsanitary conditions of summer at Gallipoli. Within a month he 

was effectively disabled by diarrhea and anaemia. He was evacuated to Egypt where a medical 

board decided to return him to Australia for complete rest and recovery. 

 

No doubt the month he enjoyed at home with his father was a time to cherish in the family 

memory for the remainder of their lives. But, Charlie was no malingerer and as soon as he was 

fit again, he returned to the army. He was now posted to his first Queensland unit, perhaps 

acknowledging his point of initial enlistment, or, perhaps at his own request. Charlie sailed 

from Sydney for the second time as a member of the 2nd LHR on 3 February 1916 aboard A62 

Wandilla. The 2nd LHR was the first light horse unit raised in Queensland and had served from 

May to December at Gallipoli. 

 

SECOND LIEUTENANT 

CHARLES ROBERT WINDEYER 

49TH BATTALION, AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY 

SERVICE NO: 363 
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In Egypt once again, Charlie soon found that the ranks of light horsemen were full, and like 

hundreds of reinforcements he was transferred to the infantry. He now joined the 49th Battalion, 

another Queensland unit, as an NCO. From late November 1916 until April 1917 Charlie was 

serving with his battalion on the Western Front. He managed to avoid injuries and was promoted 

to sergeant, just 20 years old.  By a stroke of good fortune, Charlie was selected to go to England 

where he was inducted into an officer cadet battalion at Oxford University in April 1917. But 

this good fortune was double-edged: he would be away during one of the costliest battles for 

the 49th Battalion, the Battle of Bullecourt, but he would return to the front in the most 

dangerous role – that of a junior infantry officer. 

 

Charlie graduated from No. 5 Officer Cadet Battalion (Oxford) as a 2/Lieutenant on 4 August 

1917. He spent a brief time on the supernumerary list before returning to the 49th in Belgium.  

Is it possible that his re-posting to the 49th was partly influenced by the fact that a TGS old boy, 

Major Charles Fortescue, was acting CO of the battalion? Whatever the case, fate soon 

intervened.  

 

The battalion was involved in the terrible campaign we remember as the Battle of 

Passchendaele. Casualties in the AIF were equal to the highest of any battle of the war. History 

records that the life-expectancy of a junior infantry officer on the Western Front in 1917 was 

six weeks, Charlie lived about 50 days from his return to the battalion. He was killed in action, 

aged 21, by an artillery shell fragment that struck him in the head killing him instantly, on 12 

October “to the right of Passchendaele”. His distraught parents wrote to the army from both 

Sydney and London well into the 1920s. The Red Cross provided several eye-witness accounts 

of the action on that day. Charlie was buried beside the trench but post-war his grave could not 

be located. Today his name is inscribed on the Menin Gate Memorial. There may have been a 

little comfort for his parents in some of the soldiers’ statements to the Red Cross that even 

though Charlie was with them only a short time as an officer, he “was a top man”. 

 

Toowoomba Grammar School Archive Records state that Charles Windeyer was a staff member 

at the school. 

 

External Links: 

CWGC 
National Archives of Australia Military Records 
Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing 
AWM4 AIF unit war diaries 23/66/17 49th BN OCT 1917 
Australian War Memorial Honour Roll 
 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/1602065/windeyer,-charles-robert/
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=11583187
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/awm-media/collection/RCDIG1057999/document/5645728.PDF
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/awm-media/collection/RCDIG1006774/bundled/RCDIG1006774.pdf
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1680175
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 Charles Robert Windeyer’s name on the Memorial at Menins Gate, Ypres, Belgium 

 

 

 

49th Battalion, AIF in the trenches 

 

 

 

 
5th Division Memorial at Polygon Wood taken by Ann Hallam 
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Western Front 1917- Third Battle of Ypres (31 July to 7 December 1917) 


