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Stt,,cition; Pasition exposed, tpvemc$resfrieted to a minimum. Ilwrctssing inefiective eneuy slvlling
romd Bn IIQ. Na cookingpoxible on aceorml af expaied position. Food prepwed hrWarloy wtd aent

lorword at night in lutlood containers.
Wo*s: Capt E B D Bwlaw MC appot*d Works fficer dw*rg tout in llfi€,
C O iwpecud dl Ws* ar dask
Bations: Ratio* affived at 10:00 pfir. kanspoa Dyiver hilled wd l
storenmn wawded. Rattot.s dl.stributed to Coy's by lt :1 5 pm. Rxa Issue.
Etrength I OR hilled @d 2 wowded. I 5 ORs rejoited anit fran hospial
28/4/19II - Weather; Showery.
Situetion: Great vigilaace od slurp sniptng all day. Aur recotded hiu, 2
Afi.cers and l0 ORs. ()ur loxes I OR
Rations: Ruions arrivcd d l0 pm Ram ksue,
One of ow heauy gms shoa@ slwrt, slwllsfalling tn owt llnes..
Strengtlt I OR killed *nd I'tvoturded, 1 OR reatrwdfrom hospitaL

From that eufy it seems James was killed by a Gennan sniper. He was buried
iit Plot II, Row F, Grave 3 of the Warloy-Baillon Communal C€metary
EXension by tho Rev R. G. Crawfod two days lat€r. The first
Commonwealth burials took placo in *ris cemetery in October, 1915 but in
proparatioil for an attack on the Ceilnan frontline in mid 1916 aa extension was
crested aod it now oontains 1"331 World War 1 Commonwealth burials and
two World lVar ? burials. There sre 318 Ausfalians buried in this faoility"

Although bom (atd at the tim€ ofhis enlistrnent,.qlso working) in the

4264*

waterehed it appears those who compiled the mrne list for The Nebiae War Memorial werefl't aware James

had besn killed end so the usual small ctoss does not appear beside his name. Givel thir omission, his
name was also not inoludd in the alloc*ion oftees planted in the park several yaars larer.

SYRON.36?5TrooperDaniel. DanielcompletedhisAttFmatNewcastleon26/5/19lTandthodocument
stated he had been bom near Cape Haw( was single, a labourer (although on his Application to Enlitt he
su*ed lre was a fishormm) and almost 19% yean of ago. One of the last pap*s on his dossier however, was
s Statutory De.slaration &td 5fA$41 in which he reported he'd lost hls eoat in Sydrcy Harbogr ia 1927
and it had had his Rotumed Frorn Active Service badge still on it and he wanted the badge rcplaced. Tho
bfrem sestion ofdre fonn requested Daniel to give his birth details and ia that section he entered: Eorsrer,
9112/1900. If this darfe r*as conect it means wherr he enlisred ir mid lgt?, hc was really 17% years of agol
He bogan his basic training.on ? June at the ALH Recruit Training fuua&on in Menangle and on I0
Nowmbor was post€d to 33d Reinf, ?t ALH. The unit Ieft Sydney atoa.a *re CANBERdA on the l6e,
disembrled in Suoz and moved through to tlre Moascar Camp otr 21 Decernber,

Daniel's rilitary career then begar ar o$€rded tlormu,ard spiral as just t€n days later he was admiued to
ths No 2 Sffiionary Hotpitd, Moascar and his 8.103 rcported he had suffered a Punctured ysomd thigh
but there was no ocplandion of how this wounding occurrod. It must bave been a miaor injury however, as
he was back haining again by 4l1ll9l8. On tho 22ru howwer, he was back in hospital end the efltry dris
dme srated Doubtl"l Tubercte but he romained a patient $otil 10 February when the diaposie was altered
to brarrcWtis and he wae discharged to a Rest Canp at Port Said Regular Medical Boards eontinued &
declarc his physical status as "82" but he returned to tfoE Moascar Details Camp ou 16 Marsh.

A montb leter (I?/4) he was dmitt€d to ths 14tb AGH, Port Said but no illness w,is sratod. While in the
eciliry (9/5) a Mediod Board classified Deniol physically "A" Class but just rwo days later, he was
trarderred again ,o the Rest Camp ar Port Said and tris time the note Clest Coagh was incfud€d. Tltrle
dayslater(1415)hewasadmittedtotlel4eGenerslagainsuffering&omaboutofgcrr/tfir snditwastr't
rmtil 3l May he made it back to the R6st Camp. On 12 June Danio-l retumed to Moascar and tI6 2d AU{
for more training. on the 24e he reported to his odgiml unit - the 7s ALH - and was TOS.

On 12/911918, Daniel qas back into fte medical system agein and while at the 44e Stationary Hosp he

was diagnosed ar suffering fr@ phoryngitis (inflanmation of &e pharyox or throat) but the followiflg
day, after he'd been admittsd to the 14u Goneral agai4 tbe diagnosis was gtated as /zrarculogs (boils).
He wae transferred to the Moascar Ras Camp aSafu oq la Octobsr, ratulrd to the Details Carup on ih$
23d and rcjoined his uait on 3 Novsnber. On tre 27m, Daniel was detached to Moascar again and wss



admitt€d to the 2d Stationary Hosp the following day where he was diagnosed as suffering &orn a bout of
broncho'pneumania. His condition worsened ard on the 30tb he was stated to be Dangeriusly 1il. He was
Our o/ Danger by 6 December however, and was transferred to the Rest Camp ar Poniuia on ttre t9s. ti.
remained at the Rest Camp until l2/l/1919 wlrcn he returned ro the 2nd ALH'in Moascar. Later that same
month he was detsched to the ANZAC Divisional HQ and remained rhere until 16 June rvhen he was
detached to mdertake a Speeia! idatar Course in Cairo.

The war had long finished and on2lSllglg Dmiel boarded the DELTA fsr hisraum to Australia. While
travelling Daaiel was 1o spend 2 days in the ship's hospital suffering frorn a bout of dermotitis. He wrLs
discharged Ilom the AIF on 11/1?1919.

SYRON. 3452 Laurrce Corporal David. David, the elder brother of Dsniel, was also bom in f orsler and
state.d on his Att Fm, when he eolisted atthe sydney showground on 3/1/1g17, he was single,2i years of
age and a fisherman. David's basic taining was alrnost non-existent as he was posted to th;9c Relnf, 45n
Bn.ard left Sytlney aboard the ANCHISES on 24 January. They disembarkedin Dovonport on 27 March
and begaa their serious training at the Australian Base, immediatety. David crossed to Fr*"" o{ lg June
and was TOS the 45e Bn on 9 July.

What baules David was involved in are not now known as his records eontain an eigtrt n:onth gap Bt this
pointwiththenextentrydated23/3/l9l8anditreportedhehadbeengrantedl€avetttheUK. OnlgJuly
the next €ntry recorded David h1f $en granted ten days in a R$st Camp. He was also grante6 another
leave to the UK in the second half of August. Shortly after his return from this period of le-ave, David was
promoted to the rank oflance Corporal

The war ended and on the 175li9t9, David Ieft the LIK aboard the ZEALANDIA for his return ro
Ausrralia and was diseharged Aom the AIF on 8/8/1919.

t SfZOnf' 2i66 Private George. Ceorge was a cousin of both David and Dsniel and he had also been
bom in Forster. At the time of his enlistment however, he was living with his parents near port Maoguarie.
George completed his enlistment papers at We$t Maitlard on 1314/1916 and stated he was single, a labourer
andalmostl9.years_ofage, HeunderwentbasictrainingattheRutherfordCamp,waspo.teito3'dReinf,
34"' Bn aad the unlt left Sydney aboard the ANCHISES on 2418/1g16 bound for ihe UK. The unit
disembarked in D"-ugTgtt on 11 October and began additional training immediately. On 26 October
George was TOS of34h Bn and on 21 November the unit crossed to FrancI and moved up to the Front.

.Pag-es_571-587, Chapter XIY, Volume-lVof Bean's The Offtciat History of Awtratid in the War o/ l9l4-
J9lSgiveaverydetaileddescription of TheFtandersPlwt urdmorespecifically TheBattleof ilexfues
which begar on7/6/1917- A big_part ofthe preparation for this battti was the location not ;nty ofthe
enemy's artillery but any other military target behiod their lines that when destroyed, would hinder their
response to the planned Australian aitack. To locats and confirm these targets aircraft were used for almost
constanf obsewation but regular raids were also condtcted oh the enomy;s frontline trenches the purpose
belng to n9t only check out their location and the barbed witr that defended them, but to also caiture
prisoneff for intorrogation. In a lengthy foot-note which began on the bottom of page 585 and also
glupied over half of page 586, Bean included reports oil a number of thess raids wh'lch included the
following twoi
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29. a paaol of 5 men tmder Lieuknailt E. shannon (Drummoy*, NSW), 34th Bctttalion,
enlercd the Gelrnar, lront line, examined it, and shot one or fwo of the garrison.

ard

Itlay 3 t ' hme I ' In tle j4th Bqttalion two small p*ties under Lieutenants Brodie mtd Shotnon entered
the Germanfront line and, thaugh meeting with oryosition, drove baek the Germdns and barnbed rheir
dugoutt. Shannon was klled. Ek body was brought back No prisaner was taken.

The next entry oa George 's 8.103 was dated U6li917 and it stated he had Wn Wotfided tn Action. It is
somelimes diffrcult to realise nowadays tbe orly writing materials available to battalion staff during this
conflict.were typerriters, ink pens or pencils aad the latter two can certainly deteriorate over time. Sadly,
the enhies in the 34u Bn War Diary wcre made in peneil and while it's faiito assume they were legible at
the time, .ryY,th"I't" almost unreadable but what follows is my best understanding of iire aiu.y 

-i.ug"s
liom the AWM web site. The diary states the 34th Bn was at plorgsteort wood and at):30 am a:
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