
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

‘Tough times don’t last…tough people do’ 
 

Remembering CM Hall and JS White and where we came from. 
 

Mr. BL Gavan - MIC Athletics / Cross Country with Mrs. Jenny Pearce – School Archivist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

The Mighty Sky Blue and White 
 

Two of our ‘Greats’ 
 
Following the GPS Athletics Season of 2009, both myself and our Captain of Athletics, Brent 
Taylor had the great pleasure and privilege of meeting Mr Clive Hall, our Captain of Athletics 
from 1931. Our 2009 ‘Junior and Senior Victory’ had taken us 78 years to achieve again (there 
was no Intermediate trophy until 2012). During our brief but inspiring visit, he spoke of what a 
great day the 1931 AAGPS Championships had been and explained with pride the joy and 
excitement of coming back to Parramatta with both trophies. He said that one of the greatest 
memories in his life was being carried off the grand old Sydney Cricket Ground by his TKS 
‘mates’ to the change rooms. So, there I was with Mr. Hall, as a man of his stature should be 
called, with the exact same trophies he had won as Captain almost eight decades earlier. He held 
both trophies as best he could and recounted with pride how his team had won the ‘converted’ 
Double at the SCG that year. He became emotional talking about his mates, the war cries, the 
singing and getting carried off one of the greatest cricket grounds in the world. When I was 
leaving, he grabbed my hand, looked me in the eye thanked me for remembering him…I told 
him that we will never forget him, so I have kept my promise… 
 
With the help of Mrs. Pearce, our School Archivist, we have put together some historical 
information about two of our great ‘Kingsmen’. Young men who wore the same uniform as you 
are, who proudly wore the same beautiful colours on our sporting fields…The Mighty Sky Blue 
and White. 
 
In the pages ahead, you will find brief biographies about Mr. CM Hall and Mr JS. White (you 
may recognise this name), to help give us a ‘snapshot’ of their lives, some photos, a very brief 
overview of the 1931 AAGPS Athletics Championships. Most importantly, it contains a 
remarkable account of Mr. Hall’s experiences at World War II. I urge you to read and perhaps, 
afterwards, contemplate how that makes you feel as a young man at The King’s 
School…remember, ‘tough times don’t last, tough people do’.  
 

 
 

Mr. Hall with 2009 Captain of Athletics, Brent Taylor. 



 
 

 
CLIVE MAYOR HALL 

TKS 1924-1932 
Company Director and Wool Buyer 

 
 

A boarder at The King’s School in the Prep, Thomas House and then Broughton, Clive was School 
Vice-Captain, Drum Major of the Cadet Corps, Captain of Broughton House and Captain of 
Athletics. Clive was a gifted athlete, winning Full Colours in his three sports, Athletics, Rowing 
and Rugby. Among his many accolades Clive won the Mile Championship Cup from 1929-1931, 
the Five Mile Championship 1930-1931 and the St John Gray Cup in 1930.  
 
He was a member of the Senior GPS Athletics team 1930-1931 and was successful in 1932 when 
representing NSW in the 880 yards Championship. In 1997 in recognition of his contribution to 
Athletics, Clive was appointed as a Vice President of The King’s School Athletics Club. A member 
of the 1st VII for three years, 1930-32 and the 1st XV 1930-1931, Clive represented the GPS in the 
2nd XV in 1931.  
 
 In 1940 Clive was accepted into the Empire Air Training Scheme and after initial training in Tiger 
Moths he was amongst the first group of Australians to train in Ottowa Canada. On Christmas 
Day 1941 Clive was posted to Gourock Scotland, where he received further training in Stirling 
bombers. On his third mission, September 6th, 1941, his plane was shot down during a night flight 
to Berlin. Clive survived the drop and after initially evading capture was sent to Oberursel.  
 
There he and a fellow schoolmate escaped into the woods, but it wasn’t long before they were 
again captured, Clive eventually arriving in Stalag Luft 3. This camp, which by the end of the war 
held about 10,000 Air Force officers was the camp made famous by “The Great Escape”. Clive 
and a fellow British Officer were able to help forge the necessary papers for the escapees as they 
worked in the Red Cross store and had access to a typewriter. Clive carried the forged documents 
to and from the store in a briefcase and was amazed that he was never stopped and searched.  
 
In 1960 Clive was successful in founding the Sydney Greasy Wool Futures Exchange to protect 
the Australian farmers from the rapidly fluctuating wool prices previously set by the London 
Markets.  The Futures Exchange guaranteed the farmer a definite wage and for his work in 
establishing what was to become the Sydney Futures Exchange, Clive was awarded an OAM in 
1999. 
 Clive was a generous philanthropist, both for those in need at The King’s School and in the wider 
community. He was Chairman of the Jenny Leukaemia Trust and a Trustee of The King’s School 
Foundation. In 2009 Clive was awarded an Honorary Life Membership of the Old Boy’s Union in 
recognition of a lifetime of service to his alma mater. We also have the CM Hall Cup, an Athletics 
award granted to the Athlete who puts his team before personal achievement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CM HALL – 1931 AAGPS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

JAMES SUTTOR WHITE 
TKS 1924-31 
GRAZIER 

 
 

Jim spent his early years in Goondiwindi before coming to the Prep School in 1924. A member of 
Thomas and later School House, Jim was a gifted athlete, excelling in Athletics, Cricket and Tennis 
receiving Colours for each.   
 
A member of the Athletics Team for four years, in 1930, Jim broke the Australian Open and GPS 
records for the 120 yards hurdles in a time of 15.2 seconds, missing the world record by less than 
a second.  In 1931 he received the St John Gray Cup, Headmaster’s Cup and the Feez Shield for 
Tennis. That same year Jim was Captain of Cricket and Tennis and a member of the GPS 1st team 
for both sports. 
 
Despite offers to play Cricket, Jim retuned to “Edenglassie” in Muswellbrook before moving to 
“Brunette Downs “in the Northern Territory in 1933. At the time of his father’s death in 1945, 
Jim became managing director of several family companies involved in the freehold and lease of 
land totalling six million acres and carrying 120,000 head of cattle stretching over three states. At 
“Brunette Downs” Jim did much to develop the shorthorn herds and infrastructure in the twenty-
five years before the property was sold in 1958, building over 30,000 kilometres of fencing and 
digging 30 bores. 
 
 In 1953 with the support of the Shorthorn Association, Jim organised the first Northern Territory 
Stud Bull sale at “Brunette Downs”. This involved an airlift of Stud Bulls from around the country 
to the property, the sales contributing significantly to the recovery of the post war cattle industry. 
In partnership with Professor Lamond from Queensland University, Jim led the way in carrying 
out successful trials in the artificial insemination of Angus cattle in a fully equipped private 
laboratory at “Gozo”, Boggabilla. 
 
Jim always maintained his love of sport and in 1937 he took the first of many Cricket Teams on 
Tour. He formed the Emu Cricket Club and sponsored talented, young, rurally disadvantaged 
players taking them to Argentina, Singapore and Europe as well as local carnivals. For this work 
he was awarded an OBE in 1969 for Service to International Relations through Cricket.  
He was further recognised with a Medal of Honour from the American Biographical Institute and 
a Certificate of Merit from the Cambridge Directory of International Biography for lifelong 
achievement. Jim was also admitted to the Longreach Stockman’s Hall of Fame.  Jim’s records 
from “Brunette Downs “were donated to the National Archives of Australia and form a significant 
collection on the development of the cattle industry and history of the Northern Territory. 
 
Jim never forgot his Alma Mater and over the years was a very generous benefactor to the School. 
He provided funds, often anonymously, for the development of the Gowan Brae site as well as 
supporting students in need. He became a Trustee of The King’s School Foundation in 1990, a 
Vice President of Athletics and an Honorary Life Member of the Old Boys’ Union, Tennis and 
Cricket Clubs. In recognition of his contribution to the School the main oval is named in his 
honour. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JS WHITE – 1931 AAGPS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

The Kings School 1931 Athletics 
AAGPS Senior Premiers and Junior Winners 

 
Below is a far to brief review of both the Senior and Junior performances at the AAGPS in 1931. 
 
The Senior Team won the Carnival by ten points from Sydney Grammar School. The team was 
captained CM Hall, who won the Championship 440- and 880-yard events in grand style. JS 
White was successful in the 220 yards, the 120 Yard Hurdles, second in the Broad Jump and 
third in the High Jump. RS Turner won the One Mile First Division. And JH Sanger won the 
Shot Put. RF Seaborn came third in the 100 yards. 
 
 
For the Junior Team only six points separated TKS from Shore in the Junior Competition. AM 
Dan won the Under 16 100- and 220-yard Championship. Although no other competitors won 
their events, a consistent effort by the team led to the success on the day. BC Egan came second 
in the Under 16 Hurdles and High Jump while DL Lamb took second place in the 880 yards. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

1931 AAGPS Senior Athletics Champions 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 

 


