
  

MAJOR JAMES DOUGLAS HENRY D.S.O. O.B.E. 

Commanding Officer – 1st Australian Tunnelling Company 

 

James Douglas Henry was born 26th May 1881 at Clermont, Queensland, the son of Alfred Henry and 

Emily Caroline Bell.   

 

In 1890 at nine years of age he was sent to boarding school at the Townsville Grammar School to receive 

his education, which concluded at the close of the school year in 1896.  From there his career choice was 

to be a Mining Engineer but his earliest military training commenced with 

the Garrison Artillery for 3 years in Townsville.  

 

Upon completion of his Mining studies the Boer War in South Africa 

(1900-02) was under way and further calls for young unmarried Bushmen 

with practical experience, good riders, good shots together with sound 

health especially in eyesight and hearing prompted him to enlist.  Having 

come from a rural background and being within the required height, 

weight and chest size passed the medical examination was assigned 

number 229, and entered the 4th QLD Imperial Bushmen Contingent.  The 

pay rate for a private was 4s 6d rising to 8s for a sergeant then £1/1s as a 

Lieutenant.  The Contingent was supplied fully with horses and saddlery 

and left for the war on 18th May 1900 in the transport Manchester Port, 

arriving at Beira on 14th June 1900.   

 

It is not recorded how long Pte Henry remained with the 4th 

Qld Imperial Bushmen. His leadership was recognised 

when he was transferred to the 3rd Battalion 

Commonwealth Horse (Qld) as a Lieutenant.  At the end of 

the Boer War he returned home, but it is possible that he 

was wounded in the upper right thigh during the war. 

 

He returned to work as a mining engineer and was working 

at Cloncurry in Western Queensland.  The following notice 

was published in the North Queensland Register on 

Monday September 4, 1911: 

 

Sadly three months later his wife passed away.  A small 

notice was published in The Queenslander on Saturday 

December 2, 1911: 

 

 

 

 

At the outbreak of the war in 1914 in Europe James Douglas Henry was a Mining Engineer at Mt Oxide, 

Queensland.  

Personal 

 Mr J.D. Henry (Cloncurry), was married in Brisbane on 

Saturday week to Miss Mabel Sinclair, “Fairyknowe,” says 

the “Bulletin” 

DEATHS 

HENRY—At Fairy Knowe, East Brisbane, On November 

22
nd

, Mabel, the wife of James Douglas Henry, North 

Queensland, and youngest daughter of the late Duncan 

Sinclair, Fairy Knowe. 

Photo: The Queenslander Rank & File list of 4
th

 

Qld Imperial Bushman Contingent 



  

He married the following year in March, 1915 to My Milford Feez and a write-up appeared in The 

Queenslander on Saturday March 13, 1915: 

 

When the proposal to form a Mining Corps was advertised in the last quarter of 1915, he enlisted on 

November 28, 1915 at the age of 34¾ years of age, to serve his country for a second time. 

 

Jim was 183cms (6ft) tall and weighed 69.5kgs (153lbs) and named his wife, Mrs. Milford Henry of 

“Coorabel”, Indooroopilly, Brisbane, as his next-of-kin. 

 

His civil qualifications as a Mining Engineer, combined with his Boer War experience, were no doubt 

considered favourably when he applied for a Commission in the Mining Corps on December 3, 1915, his 

appointment as a 2nd Lieutenant appearing in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette on the 23rd of that 

month, and being backdated to December 1, 1915.   

 

Another former student of Townsville Grammar School, although a class ahead of Jim, was Albert C. 

Fewtrell the Mining Corps first Commanding Officer with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.  

 

A few days before embarkation the Corps new appointments were announced in the Sydney Morning 

Herald on Saturday February 19, 1916: 

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and 

NEW APPOINTMENTS 

The following appointments to the Australian Imperial Forces have been made:- 

  To be Captains:- James Arthur Pollock, Lieutenant (provisional) R.V. Morse, Senior Cadets. 

  To be Second Lieutenants:- Corporal James Alexander Reid, Corporal William Thomas Anderson. 

  To be Second Lieutenants (provisionally):- Alexander Sanderson, Vyvyan Christopher Bennett. 

The provisional appointments of the following second lieutenants are confirmed:- H.E. Trousselot, V.B. 

West, R.Y. Langdon, W.J. McBride, A.L. Kennedy, B. Priestman, G.T. Crawshaw, J.D. Henry, H.W. Brown, 

D. Brigstock, P.J. Day, H.V. Seale, C.W. Whyte, P. Caro, J.MacD. Royle, L.G. Wilkins, O.H. Woodward, 

R.B. Hunter. 

   Promotions to be Lieutenants: Second Lieutenant E.N. Mulligan, L.J. Coulter, W.P. Avery, L. De J. Grut, 

J.F. Pattinson, H.E. Trousselot, V.P. West, W.J. McBride, J.D. Henry, P.J. Day, C.W. Whyte, and J.M. Reid. 

Wedding 

Henry-Feez 

A very pretty wedding took place last evening at St Andrew’s Church, Indooroopilly, when James 

Douglas Henry (son of Capt and Mrs A. Henry) was married to Miss My Milford Feez (only daughter 

of Mr Arthur Feez, K.C. and Mrs Feez).  The Rev Canons Jones and Scott officiating.      Article abridged  



  

friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison 

Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the 

extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a 

detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool 

Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  Following the farewell parade 

in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 

February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.   

 

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 

Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st 

Reinforcements. 

 

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows 

while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the 

Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as 

Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.   

 

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 

members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the 

plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not 

punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the 

Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  While in camp Lieutenant Henry was the 

Adjutant of No.1 Company under Major John MacTaggart, but when the Major fell ill and did not 

embark, Lt Henry took charge of the Company and promoted to the rank of Captain on March 11, 1916. 

 

After a delay of about a month the Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.   

 

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  

The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of 

the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was 

transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at 

Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first 

camp on 8 May 1916.  

 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three 

Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus 

some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new 

Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the 

‘Alphabetical Company’. 

 

Major Henry was appointed Commanding Officer of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (1ATC), 

which was allocated to the Second Army. 

 

1ATC were assigned to take over from the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company in the Messines Ridge 

sector where a major effort was underway to burrow through Hill 60 and the Caterpillar Spoil Dump.  The 

tunnels and mine chambers had been started by the French Tunnellers, the 1st Canadian Tunnelling 

Company taking over from them and charging the mines with the required explosives.  For the next 7 

months, 1ATC improved and maintained the tunnel and mine system pending the Messines offensive 

planned for June 1917. 

 

On November 13, 1916 Major Henry was Mentioned in Despatches from Sir Douglas Haig ‘for 

distinguished and gallant services and devotion to duty in the field’. 

 



  

Shortly after taking over the Hill 60 deployment Major Henry saw the very wet and boggy terrain his men 

had to work in required special boots which the Imperial Army whose command they worked under did 

not issue and he requested his officers write to their hometowns stating the situation appealing to the 

citizens to donate or raise money in order to buy his men the waterproof boots so they could work in 

greater comfort.  The substantial sum of $1400 (£700) was required to equip his men.   

 

The Northern Miner on Wednesday November 22, 1916 published this request letter: 

 

Lieutenant J. Bowry, of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company, B.E.F., France writes to Mr A.C. 

Leyshon:   

 

His letter of thanks was printed in Broken Hill, NSW in the Barrier Miner on Sunday March 11, 1917: 

 

Following his leave in England, and admittance to Reading War Hospital with sciatica from about 

February 1 until March 11, 1917 Major Henry returned to duty to oversee the final preparations for the 

firing of Hill 60 and the unit’s part in the Battle of Messines.  He was in charge of the stop-watch. 

 

He liked to wear riding britches with highly 

polished gaiters and being 183cms (6ft) tall in 

height and leanly built his attire probably 

pronounced his long legs, therefore earning him the 

nickname “Lollylegs” by those under his 

command.   It was recalled that his parents came 

from England and possibly to retain their British 

heritage kept up family traditions, or perhaps it was 

his boarding school masters training, for it was said 

he could be behave “more English than the 

English”.   

 

Congratulated by the General and his staff 10 

minutes after the blow and was the proudest man 

on the front that day.  Two days later he ordered his 

men to parade although tired and worn out, to hear 

the telegram from the Army Commander, General 

From the above address you will note I am now in France with the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company under 

Major J.D. Henry, late of Mount Oxide, Queensland.  This company is doing excellent work right along the 

Western front, having been here for the past six months.  It is absolutely necessary to continue this important 

mining work during the coming winter, and in order to accomplish same we must provide the men with certain 

boots which are not available from the Imperial Army, who we are connected with.  When you understand we 

are working in absolutely boggy country, you will realise how important it is to look after the miners, who are 

so very scarce.  In order to provide the men with these boots Major Henry has to raise £700 and would be 

pleased if you would remit a substantial sum towards this amount to him c/o Bank of New South Wales, London 

on receipt this letter.  In doing so you will be helping in no small way to accomplish this big advance which is, 

at present, taking place along the Western front.”  Mr Leyshon will be glad to receive and forward any 

donations. 

LETTERS OF THANKS 

Mrs G.O. Bowen has received a letter of thanks from Major J. Douglas Henry, commanding officer of 

the 1st Australian Tunnelling Corps, the following of which is a copy: “I was one of the lucky people 

to receive some of your knitting, and ask you to accept many thanks.  If all the people who have been 

so good in working were appreciated they would, I am sure, feel well paid for their trouble.  I am a 

very busy person, so you will excuse my brevity.  I can only say my men are much better off, thanks to 

the efforts of the Red Cross Knitting League of Broken Hill. 

Photo: Reunion of Hill 60 Firing Party at a Rest Camp, 

Malhove for 12 days rest from 15 June, 1917 



  

Plumer through the Controller of Mines congratulating the Company and expressing his appreciation in 

the success of the recent operations. 

On June 20, 1917, Major Henry was recommended for the Distinguished Service Order by the Lieutenant 

Colonel, Royal Engineers, Controller of Mines, Second Army: 

   

‘For distinguished service and devotion to duty during the past seven months whilst in charge of 

mining operations in connection with the recent offensive.  This officer’s leading and judgement 

have been instrumental in inspiring the Company under his command to make such strenuous 

efforts in the face of danger, that the enemy’s attempts underground to destroy our line and 

workings have been entirely frustrated, thereby ensuring that two offensive mines were available 

on the day of attack when they were successfully exploded.’ 

 

General Herbert Plumer further recommended this Recommendation. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

               Photo:  Major and officers of 1
st
 Tunnelling Company at their camp at Brandhoek near Poperinghe, Belgium c1917 

 

On September 30, 1917 the Major was again recommended for the Distinguished Service Order by the 

Commanding General 1st Anzac Corps: 

 

‘On the 20
th

, and during the intervening days and again on the 26
th

 September during the Menin 

Road Battles, Major Henry displayed untiring zeal and energy in pushing on various Tunnelling 

works on the battlefield, and by his example and disregard of danger encouraged his men to 

carry on regardless of loss.’ 

 

The award of a Distinguished Service Order was recorded in his documents on January 1, 1918.   

 

On October 9, 1917 he received:  

 

“Congratulatory. Army Corps Commander expresses his appreciation gallant services 

rendered during recent operations.” 

 



  

After their success the 1ATC was diversified into other areas at the disposal of the 2nd Army.  Again 

whilst on leave in England he was admitted to Hospital in late November 1917 for a couple of weeks.   

On December 18, 1917 he proceeded overseas to Egypt, via Havre, and was taken on strength of the 

Army Base Depot Company, 1st Camel Corps at Abbassia on January 10, 1918.  He was posted to the 

Brigade Headquarters on 22 January, and on the 23rd he was attached to the 1st Camel Brigade 

Headquarters.  

 

Back in Australia two Queensland newspapers mentioned him on the same day: 

 

 

The following month his appointment to Egypt was mentioned again: 

 

 

His Medical Case Sheet states: “History of old wound – peppering – on R. Buttock region, which was 

followed by wasting of the leg and sciatic pain.  After some months he recovered and came back to full 

duty.  The heavy work and wet weather of the Amman fighting has brought on another attack.”   It is 

believed Jim may have suffered this wound during the Boer War. 

 

Major Henry was hospitalised in Cairo with Sciatica on May 10, 1918 for approximately four months, 

following which he was attached to Army Personnel with Headquarters Royal Air Force (RAF) Middle 

East, on August 8, 1918.   

 

Entries on documents in his file state:  

Attached to Australian Headquarters for administration purposes & posted to 1st Tunnelling 

Company, RAF, Middle East.  

 

Major Henry was Recommended for an OBE for his service in Egypt. The citation reads: 

 

“This Officer voluntarily applied to perform “A” duties with the Royal Air Force when an 

Australian Unit had been lent to the RAF by the AIF in Egypt for Temporary duty since 

August 1918.  He has dealt with the “A” work which has been entrusted to him with tact, 

ability and efficiency.  His services have been of the greatest possible assistance.” 

 

It appears, but is not yet confirmed, that a section of 1st Aust Tunnelling Company was attached to the 

Royal Air Force in Egypt for a period around August 1918. 

 

On January 31, 1919 he was Mentioned in Sir E.H.H. Allenby’s Despatches. 

 

Northern Miner Saturday January 5, 1918 

OUR LONDON LETTER 

Lieutenant W. Manton of Ingham and Major J. Douglas Henry of Indooroopilly both of the 1
st
 

Tunnelling Company are in London on leave from France.  Major Henry will shortly be leaving for 

Mesopotamia.  

 

The Brisbane Courier Tuesday January 5, 1918 

PERSONAL NOTES 

Mrs Henry, of Indooroopilly has received word that her husband Major T. Douglas Henry has been 

awarded the D.S.O.           

Northern Miner Saturday March 2, 1918 

OUR LONDON LETTER 

Major Henry of the Artillery who owns station property in Northern Queensland, and who has had a 

short spell in hospital here, since he came over from France is going to Mesopotamia shortly.  



  

Sciatica plagued his health during that year and he was hospitalised in Abbassia and Cairo several times 

for treatment.  He remained attached to the H.Q. RAF in the Middle East throughout 1919 also spending 

time in hospital for treatment mid-year.   

 

In October 1919 he returned to England and was demobilised in London on January 3, 1920.  He returned 

to a London hospital again in June 1920 and as soon as he was well enough to travel he would return to 

his family in Australia.  

 

On November 6, 1919 a letter from Base Records Office, A.I.F. advised Milford: 

 

Mentioned in Despatches 

The undermentioned Officer of the Royal Air Force has been 

mentioned in Despatches and Reports received in the Air 

Ministry for valuable services rendered during the war: - 

 

Major JAMES HENRY DOUGLAS, D.S.O. 

 

 

Also on November 6, 1919, Mildred was advised:  

 

Central Chancery of the Order of Knighthood 

 

‘THE KING has been graciously pleased, on the occasion of 

His Majesty’s Birthday, to give orders for the following 

promotion in and appointment to the Most Excellent Order of 

the British Empire for valuable services rendered in connexion 

with Military Operations In Egypt:- 

 

To be Officer of the Military Division of the said Most 

Excellent Order: - 

 

Major JAMES DOUGLAS HENRY, D.S.O.’ 

 

On November 11, 1919 Major James Henry Douglas OBE DSO MiD(3) was discharged from the 

Australian Imperial Force in England. 

 

The marriage was dissolved in October, 1922 and the petition appeared in The Brisbane Courier 

Thursday February 8, 1923: 

 

He returned to Western Queensland and continued his mining work.  In The Northern Miner on 

Wednesday June 4, 1924 he was mentioned: 

SOCIAL ITEMS 

Mr Douglas Henry passed through to Mount Isa last week.  Mr Henry, during the late war, was 

commanding officer of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company, to which quite a large number of 

Charters Towers’ soldiers were attached and engaged in the “big blow” at Hill 60. 

IN MATRIMONIAL JURISDICTION 

Henry v. Henry—(Order Absolute) 

In the matter of a petition by My Milford Henry for the dissolution of her marriage with James 

Douglas Henry an order nisi for the dissolution of the marriage, returnable after three months, with 

costs against the defendant, plaintiff to have custody of the child, was granted by his Honour, Mr 

Justice Lukin on October 24, 1922. 



  

It is not known if his war wound that hospitalised him several times during WWI, ever plagued him in 

civilian life.  

 

His name was mentioned in The Official History of the First World War by C.E.W. Bean and the extracts 

are as follows: 

 

THE MINES AT HILL 60 

Nov-Dec, 1916  

 

By1925 he was listed in the Old Comrades Association Magazine where his address was given as: 

 

Henry, J.D. Major, D.S.O., O.B.E. 1 Coy., c/o The Colonial Institute,  

Northumberland Avenue, London. 

 

In the second quarter of 1927 at Marylebone, Middlesex, England he remarried to Norma Margaret M. 

Innes and they had two sons James and Richard. 

 

After living abroad for twenty-four years Jim Henry returned with his family to North Queensland. 

 

His return was reported in the Sydney Morning Herald on Friday January 27, 1939 and his prediction that 

the Second World War was imminent that year: 

P953 

Blow of Dec. 19 

The company commander, Major Henry, 
26

 after himself listening, ordered the nearest part of the 

gallery to be at once silently loaded.  While the charge—2,500 lb of ammonal—was being put in, the 

Germans could easily be heard “with the naked ear.”  So close were they working that the vibration 

kept shaking down flakes of clay on to the tin containers of the ammonal, which had therefore to be 

covered with sandbags. 

 
26

 Major J. Douglas Henry, D.S.O. O.B.E. Commanded 1
st
 Tun. Coy 1916/17 Mining engineer; of Indooroopilly, Q’land; 

b. Clermont, Q’land, 26 May, 1881. 

 

P 954 

Search for German intermediate gallery 

On the night after this explosion Australian listeners in all the shallow workings near the right branch 

of the “intermediates” could hear the enemy busily moving, and it was assumed that he was repairing 

his shaken galleries.  Half-an-hour after midnight, however, the Germans blew a camouflet there, 

wrecking part of the nearest shallow gallery and killing a listener there and breaking many timbers in 

the deep galleries.  Major Henry had a few hours previously ordered his mining officers to discover 

and tunnel towards a German gallery which was known to exist at about the “intermediate” level, with 

a view to entering and capturing it. 
29

 

 

P 955/6 

Struggle in the “shallows” 

As no “blow” followed, Major Henry suggested that means might be devised of simulating work while 

the gallery was empty, so that the enemy might fire his charge uselessly.  Before this was done, 

however, early on April 7
th

 the Germans fired their mine, crushing the rickety gallery and killing 

Sapper Sneddon, who was listening there. 



  

 

In another article which appeared in the Cairns Post on Monday 30 January 1939 Jim explains the 

reasons behind his reported death and returning to North Queensland: 

 

Documents for the purchase of their home at Riversbend were transferred to Norma Margaret Douglas 

Henry in Herberton on June 26, 1940 from the Trustees of the Will of William Charles Harding.  The 

family settled into life in a country town and participated in many of the social events in the district.  

Their large house was a venue for a dance party and entertained locals and visitors on many occasions.   

RETURN AFTER 24 YEARS 

Man Who Was Reported Dead 

TOAST DRUNK IN MEMORY 

A man who had been reported dead an in whose memory a toast had been drunk at a reunion of his war 

comrades, has returned to Australia for the first time since he left in a troopship in 1914. 

He is Mr Douglas Henry, who as a major commanded the 1
st
 Australian Tunnelling Company, which played a 

prominent part in the underground warfare at Hill 60 in 1916-17. 

Yesterday before the California Star, in which he travelled to Australia, sailed for Brisbane Mr Henry renewed 

acquaintance with Mr W. Manton, one of his fellow-officers at Hill 60, and the man who was responsible for the 

premature report of his death. 

“He heard from another friend of mine that I was dead, probably because I had been away on some remote 

corner of Europe or Asia, and had not written,” he explained.  They drank a toast to my memory, and then turned 

the glasses down.  Now, I suppose they’ll have another drink!” 

Mr Henry, who was a mining engineer in Queensland before the war, continued his profession in Europe after 

demobilisation and since then has visited every country in Europe.  The past four years he has been in Portugal. 

“Portugal is now a prosperous and happy country under its dictatorship,” he said. “Of course, they have their 

little revolutions now and then, but nobody is hurt.  One man was killed, but that was an accident.  A fellow 

dropped his rifle, and the bullet hit his sergeant!” 

Mr Henry visited Spain several times during the civil war, including one visit during which Seville was 

bombarded. 

“Don’t think for a minute that the Spanish war is going to end,” he said yesterday.  “It will simply develop into 

something much bigger.  Australians do not seem to realise that there is going to be another war, in which they 

will be involved.  I think it will come this year, but if it is delayed it will not be later than next year.” 

With his wife and two children, Mr Henry is returning to Queensland, and will again make his home there.  

MOURNED AS DEAD. 

FOR MORE THAN YEAR.  

ERROR IN MAN'S NAME. 

BRISBANE, January 28. 

Mourned as dead for a year, Mr. Douglas Henry returned to Brisbane yesterday - very much alive - for the first 

time-since he left as a soldier in 1915. 

“I am beginning to feel like Rip Van Winkle, but I am enjoying my resurrection,” he said, when he arrived in the 

California Star, accompanied by his wife and two small sons. 

It was not because he was reported missing at the war, but because of a mistake over names that friends thought 

he ‘was dead’, he added. 

Mr. Henry was a major commanding the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company at the war. This played a 

prominent part in the under-ground warfare at Hill 60 in 1916-17. 

“My ‘death’ was quite recent - a little more than 12 months ago,” he said, with a smile.  “I had a cousin with the 

same name as mine, and when my friends saw the report of his death they presumed that I was dead. 

“I gave one of them a great shock when I telephoned him on my arrival at Sydney,” said Mr. Henry.  “When I 

first spoke to him on the phone he would not believe me.  To make sure, he came in a taxi to the ship to see me.  

It was then that I learned of my death.” 

Since the war, Mr. Henry has visited every country in Europe, following his interests in mining and engineering.  

The last four years have been spent in Portugal.  

Mr. Henry said he intended to settle in Queensland for a time at least.  His eldest son had had a severe attack of 

bronchitis, and could not shake it off in England, so he decided to bring the family to Queensland - to Herberton, 

“the finest climate in the world.” 

He himself intended to go right up into the Peninsula on mining business, Mr. Henry added. 



  

His daughter Mrs M. Wessels and her husband Peter also purchased a property at Wondecla. 

 

The area near the township was used by the Australian military during the Second World War as a 

Staging Camp for the 6
th

 Division in preparation for deployment to New Guinea.  

 

Still active in military affairs and a member of the R.S.L. Herberton Sub-Branch, the Cairns Post on 

March 24, 1941 reported the following send-off: 

 

 

As the war drew closer to North Queensland the appointment of Warden for his area of the Herberton 

district was made known in the Cairns Post on Friday December 12, 1941: 

 

An unfortunate accident was met with and reported in the Cairns Post on Monday April 2, 1942: 

 

 

James Douglas Henry D.S.O., O.B.E died on November 18, 1943 at Herberton, Queensland aged 62 

years.   A brief death notice was announced in the Cairns Post on Saturday November 20, 1943: 

 

 

His informative obituary was reported in the Cairns Post on November 26, 1943 and reads: 

DEATH 

DOUGLAS-HENRY—At the Atherton District Hospital on Thursday evening, November 18, 

D.S.O., O.B.E, of “Riversbend,” Wondecla, beloved husband of Norma Douglas-Henry. 

HERBERTON A.R.P. 

Wardens appointed 
HERBERTON, December 10 

A well attended meeting, convened by Sergeant J. Imboft, to consider A.R.P. matters, was held in the 

Council Chambers last evening. 

Wondecla area: James Douglas Henry, Riversbend, Wondecla, phone 2, Wondecla.        Article abridged 

FAREWELL TO VOLUNTEERS 

The Shire Hall at Herberton was crowded last evening when the citizens assembled to say farewell to 

Privates David H.M. Francis (Herberton), Bert Poole (Ravenshoe) and Corporal J. Steele. 

Major Douglas Henry said: “I have come to-night to wish good-bye to David Francis, because 25 years 

ago there served with me in France another Francis, David’s uncle, and a jolly good chap he was.  

Now we have another Francis volunteer, which shows that the breed holds true.  David has gone a long 

way in a few years and his experiences in Queensland have fitted him well for service with the King.  I 

am sure these three lads who are here to-night will give a good account of themselves.  War is not all 

grim and ugly.  I can assure them the fun times will make up for the unhappy moments.” Article abridged 

Accident at Gunnawarra 

Major James Douglas Henry, of River’s Bend, Wondecla, was the victim of a nasty accident on Friday 

last while travelling in a motor vehicle at Meadow Bank Station, about 30 miles from Gunnawarra 

station homestead. Apparently he was riding on the running board of the vehicle when he was caught 

by projecting timber which caused a sudden swerve and he was thrown to the ground.  It was found 

that a bone had been broken and the residents of Gunnawarra Station were informed.  A telephone 

message was sent to an Ambulance centre which conveyed the sufferer to the Herberton Hospital, 

where they arrived at 8 o’clock on Saturday night.  It was found at Herberton that the fracture of a 

bone above the left knee had been sustained and probably there is a dislocation. Reports last night state 

he was comfortable. 



  

 

 

 

It seems that Mrs Norma Douglas Henry did not remain on the property long after her husband’s death as 

she and their sons returned to England.  Documents recorded in Herberton show it was transferred to 

James Alexander Greenshields on March 28, 1947. 

 

Further information was reported three years later when the following article appeared in the Cairns Post 

on Thursday March 30, 1950: 

 

 

 

 

 

OBITUARY 

MAJOR JAMES DOUGLAS-HENRY, 

D.S.O., O.B.E. 

HERBERTON, Nov 22. 

Major James Douglas-Henry, who died in Atherton on November 18 was born on May 26, 1880 at Clermont, 

Queensland, and was the son of Captain and Mrs Alfred Henry, of Hughenden, early settlers and pioneers of the 

north.  From his earliest years Major Douglas-Henry displayed a love of adventure, and his profession as mining 

engineer provided scope for the change and activity which later led him all over the world.  When very young he 

was mining and engineering in the Gulf of Carpentaria and in the North generally, and he is still remembered by 

old residents and miners of Herberton, as for a time he worked on the famous Deep Lead at Wondecla.  On 

leaving the North he began his career as a soldier, serving in three campaigns with distinction—The South 

African War, the Zulu Rebellion, and the First World War. 

   

In the South African campaign he was one of the “Queensland Bushmen,” and there gained his commission.  In 

the First World War he commanded the 1st Australian Tunnellers and received the D.S.O. for work in the Ypres 

Salient notably at the blowing up of the famous Hill 60.  He was a man of high courage and honour. 

 

In January, 1939 Major Douglas-Henry returned to Queensland bringing his family, because of the unsettled 

state in Europe, and believing that another and a greater war was inevitable.  He bought property on the Deep 

Lead, Wondecla, where he had worked as a young man.  Although he had been severely wounded and suffered 

from old injuries, he became an active and well-known resident, and his interest in the present war was 

engrossing.  Until a few months ago he was active in patriotic movements and did quite a lot of travelling to and 

from southern cities.  He was greatly respected and made many new friends in the district in addition to the old 

ones who rallied round when it was known that the man who had been away so long (that by many he was 

thought to have passed on) had come back from adventure and chance and change to live again in the place that 

had known him so long ago. 

 

Major Douglas-Henry was interred at Riversbend, Wondecla, on the 20
th
 instant, at 9a.m., on his own property.  

Military friends acted as pall bearers, and the funeral was of a military character.  A number of Herberton 

Diggers were present to pay their last respects to one who had fought with them in France and an army bugler 

sounded the Last Post and the Reveille.  Rev Father Meagher, of St Patrick’s Catholic Church conducted the 

service by the grave side.  Many friends were also present. 

      

The deceased is survived by his wife, one daughter (Mrs M. Wessels of Green Springs, Wondecla,) and two 

young sons, James and Richard, also by two sisters, Mrs A.A. Doyle of Kooindah, via Newcastle, N.S.W.; and 

Mrs T.B. Perrier, of Upperfold, Innisfail (now in Brisbane), and one brother Mr A.D. Henry, Brisbane. 

    

Friends attending the interrment of Major Douglas-Henry on Saturday last, and visitors to the Riversbend 

include:  Miss Alison Perrier, of Audley Private Hospital, Atherton, niece of the deceased gentleman, Mrs 

Atkinson of Gunnawarra Station, Mr and Mrs Kjellberg, Mr and Mrs Clancy, Miss Dot Wood, all of Millaa 

Millaa, Mr Meixner of Ravenshoe, Mr Stephansen of Cairns, Mr Graham Ledlie and Mr John Newell of 

Herberton, Mr H. Hiscock, Wondecla, and a number of neighbours.  



  

 

Locals’ remember that it was large enough to be divided into two and one half went to a property on the 

Palmerston Highway but where the other section went was not recalled. 

 

J.D. Henry’s name appears on the Rolls of Honour of the Townsville Grammar School for both the Boer 

War and The Great War. 
 

 Addendum 

 

In March 2010, his son, Jim Henry was living in London and recalled: 

 

“Major Henry, my father, was very fond of Lt Manton.  As the ship the California Star docked at 

different ports on the east coast of Australia, old mining soldiers were there to greet their old CO 

returning to Australia. When the ship docked in Brisbane, Manton ran up the ship’s steps two at a time 

(not a young man then) grasped James Douglas Henry by the hand and said, ‘We knew you’d come 

back!’” 
 

 

 

 

 

After sixty-seven years the grave of Jim Henry 

on his ‘Riversbend’ property was found to be 

unmarked and worse for wear in 2010. His 

helmet which had lain on the grave was a few 

metres away.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The original star picket, which held a white 

timber cross bearing his name, is all that 

marked the gravesite in 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

WONDECLA SALE 

The old Harding home at Wondecla was sold by auction for removal on Saturday.  Old-established residents of 

Herberton will hear of the removal of this beautiful old home with regret, as they have many happy memories in 

connection with it.  It was, while occupied by the Harding family, the scene of many worth-while parties and 

dances in the pleasant days before Australian hospitality was destroyed by regulations and rationing. 

After Mr Charles Harding died and the family went away it was occupied by the late Major Douglas Henry and 

his wife and sons who came from Lisbon in search of a peaceful place to live, and carried on the tradition for 

hospitality.  When the Major died, it was let as a club for officers of the A.I.F. stationed in the district during the 

war.  It remained as such until it was sold to the present owner, Mr Jim Greenshields, who has accepted a 

position on the engineering staff of one of the big southern water schemes and leaves for the south shortly. 



  

On October 1, 2011, with the permission of his son, and approval of the land owners, and the assistance 

of a couple of businesses from Townsville, North Queensland, Jim Henry’s grave was marked with a 

fenced slab & granite headstone in front of the original star picket. 

 

His old rusted helmet, now enclosed in a Perspex box, lies at his feet. 

A small service was held at which the Last Post was played.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Henry on left, son of Major James Douglas 

Henry, OC 1st Aust. Tunnelling Company, with 

Robin Sanderson, grandson of Major Alex 

Sanderson, OC 3rd Aust. Tunnelling Company. 
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