Elvin Thomas ANDREWS
2nd Great Uncle
Elvin was born on 30 October 1917 in Lismore, New South Wales, born into a rural community where hard work and resilience were part of daily life. By the time he reached adulthood, he had taken up farming—an occupation that demanded strength, patience, and a deep connection to the land. Those qualities would follow him into his military service.
At 22 years of age, with the world once again at war, Elvin enlisted in the Australian Army on 5 July 1940 in New South Wales. He first joined the 9th Battalion, but before long he was transferred to the 2/4th Battalion, a unit that would become his military family through some of the most turbulent years of the conflict.
The 2/4th Battalion was part of the Second Australian Imperial Force, raised specifically for overseas service. Its early journey took it far from home: first to the Middle East, where the battalion fought in the North African campaign in early 1941 as part of the 6th Division. From the desert they were thrust into the desperate fighting in Greece, and then to Crete, where the battalion faced overwhelming odds. The fighting there was fierce and costly, and the 2/4th suffered heavy casualties. Those who survived regrouped in Palestine, where the battalion was rebuilt and later assigned to occupation duties in Syria.
Everything changed in early 1942 when Japan entered the war. The battalion was rushed back to Australia to bolster the nation’s defences. For a long stretch they were stationed in Darwin and then in north Queensland, undertaking defensive duties, jungle training, and preparing for the brutal fighting conditions of the Pacific. While other units of the 6th Division were committed to New Guinea earlier, the 2/4th would not see combat again until late 1944.
When they finally returned to the front, it was during the Aitape–Wewak campaign—one of the final and most demanding operations of the war in New Guinea. The terrain was unforgiving, the climate relentless, and the Japanese forces still capable of fierce resistance despite the war’s closing stages. It was in this harsh environment, fighting alongside his battalion, that Elvin’s service came to its tragic end.
On 5 June 1945, just months before the war concluded, Elvin was killed in action. He was only 27 years old. His sacrifice is honoured at Lae War Cemetery, where he rests in Plot DD, Row C, Grave 12—one among many young Australians who never returned home, but whose names and stories endure.
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