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My recollection of the Kokoda track campaign
Sailed from Darling Harbour, Sydney on the troop ship convoy May 1942. Landed at Port Moresby. We went into training and unloaded ship supplies. The wharf was bombed regularly and we would scurry off to the bush when the siren blew.
July 7 - A small amount of Japanese invaded Buna and Gona and were soon on their way to Kokoda airport, our main supply line. My battalion was the second to arrive there from Port Moresby.
July 12 – The Japanese reach outskirts of Kokoda and soon were attacking our force. We held them for some time but they were too strong and Kokoda fell. We attacked them again and took back Kokoda.
The Japanese retake Kokoda airport.
July 22 – Thousands more Japanese landed at Buna and Gona to reinforce their first landing.
July 23 – Japanese troops reach Awala where they engage the Papuan infantry force. They retreat and meet up with our force. 
July 28 – Japanese reach Australian positions and attack. The Australian’s fight their way back to Deniki. We are joined by more Australian troops. The next few days were off and on battles!
August 8 – Australian troops launch a three-pronged attack but were driven back again to Deniki.
August 14 – In danger of being wiped out. We fell back to Isuava.
August 23 – More Aussie troops arrive to reinforce us.
August 26 – The Japanese advance resumes.
August 29 – Aussies retreat to Euro creek.
August 30 – My 20th birthday. Japanese attack but were held.
August 31 – The Japanese held again.
September 1 – The Japanese attack but were held.
September 2 – Aussie troops withdraw to Templeton’s Crossing
September 8 – The Japanese launch attack but were held. They tried to encircle us but we were able to fall back to Meniri.
September 10 – We move headquarters to Isubawra and Imita Ridge. We were told this is our last stand and must fight to the last man. If we fall then Australia will fall. We held them firm. Now our campaign to fight them back starts.
September 14 – The Japanese advance halts. We are strong now. We launch a new attack. Now our big guns and artillery have reached Owens Corner. With great difficulty and mud they start shelling Japanese positions for the first time. 
September 26 – Aussies began to advance. They reach Isuababa and find the Japanese are now on the run for the first time. 
October 2 – Australian troops reach Menari.
October 4 – We retake Efogi.
October 12 to 20 – We reach Templeton’s Crossing. The Japanese well dug in. A fierce battle occurs. We slowly advance. We finally force them to withdraw.
October 23 – We take back Euro Creek.
November 2 – Kokoda is finally taken back. (10 weeks)
November 6 – The Japanese launch another attack but are held.
November 9 – Large Japanese forces are surrounded. They try to break out but fail. They were driven back to Buna and Gona Beach, where they started their invasion.
Finally it’s over! Heavy casualties. I was one of 13 of our battalion which flew back to Port Moresby in very poor health. The old plane was called the ‘buneut bomber.’ It had no seats, only a shell. It was used for kicking out the doors of supplies at Myola dropping ground. 
From July 7 to September 14 - We were driven back from Kokoda to Imita Ridge. (13 weeks)
From 14 September to 9 November – We pushed them back and retook Kokoda, Buna and Gona.
The Papuan native carriers were fantastic! They were called the “Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels”. They were so caring, carrying out the wounded soldiers and supplies. They played a huge part of the war. 
(must never be forgotten)
Clyde Joseph Eccleston


