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: 801;11 Battn. o 'c'.cdyr.' SR o R itcomhe. :

-xmaa 25.2;1’7.}3

,"_T'.Ehis msn wWas wounded on 25th ]?eb. 1916 at Butte de Warlenconrt,

.- -a“fragment of shell hit him, but he was only slightly womnded.

- - He was ¥killed instantly howevar by snother shell whiéh ocaught

- Cono him while he wss lying on’ stretcher on way to dressing station.
'~ Tais-was in Main Rosd of vwillage of'Le S8ars and occured a few

.~hours:after he was first wonided. I was hear him when he was

first wounded and saw him being brought’ awey from dressing station

for burisl. - We were preparing to attack and were going over

the top when he was first hit, He was 21 years 5 feet: 8", sallow

complexion meaium build, came from New Sonth lalee. )

- Witness:-

- ] Cpl. Ja Inﬂkip. 893.
ST : C.Coy. 20th Battn.

" ~:As Re MoFhese ‘ A :Eerham Downa Gamp.




.. 20th Battn. | ' Witcombe..
) A-. I-o F. ) 8. . L
g : "gi1led 25.2,17." . Ij

Referring to the death of Pte. S. Witcombe., He was wounded by the
game shell that wounded soveral others, including myself, but died .
just as he- reached the dressing station, only & very short interval
elepsing. I was being dressed myself when his pay-book and papers
ete., were brought into the dressing room. He did not regain con-
gscionsness after being hit, which fact msy help to soothethe wounds
of his parents. A8 I remembser him he was & rather reserved lad,
his dark eye-brows were the most striking feature thal impressed me,
ani if T remember rightly he was rather sallow complexioned. From '
inquiries I have made since receiving your letter, he was buried in
the village of Le 3ars, on the right of the Bapaume Hoad_, just about

—— 100 yards vast what is known to us asithe sunken road. It can easily

qtff::jjﬁﬁ“found, &8 our o0ld information sap opens out intc it. I believe

- fon

there is not a soldier's cemetery just in this immed iate vicinity,
"and our soldlers are buried generally behind our lines, whenever it
is poasible to bring the bodies in. His resting place is marked by
%’- a small oross, bearing his name, No. etc., 80 it should not be dif-
ficult at any time to trace the spot, should any of his people 8o

desire,
£ - 20thﬁéa§tnil 7 -2 Witcombe.
3 4‘ - -he - . . ) 3. U—'-'; 27
i _ Letter from:-
& 7 S. A, Bishop.
S C. Coy.
- Londdn ) ) 2%th Battn. A.T.P. '
1'3;-} ] : B. E. P. 2400 .
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Havre 2nd June, 1917,
BOth AUSTRALIANS WAL SC0MBE, 8¢ AB3Y

Ze 85e8.17 Dote D/Bs

Fe was in 0 Co.; 1ith platoons i tlhink iio neme was
Stanley, ond wae a Sydney boy, and was s cigar maker.
i saw Mm hit at Le Sars on the 24%h 78k, 1917, ond

I hsard tha®t he was hi® agcin, @ killed, cnd buried
rear the Dreeoing Stntion al o Sare: there is gertnin
{0 bo & oross on iis grave. Vo hald the pround.

InZomant; ?te Ge. Horton, 4209
g2oth Anntrslicens, O é
ausfraldan Csmp, Rounelles,

Horton's Home Ad-resn: CD

COALBROIS 81R=4Y,
LIYEGOWe ) Hi®

’ r" A,‘ - - .
gl ot = .

A. I. Fs 20,  FAITCOMBE,8.4837.

K. Fohru 265th, 1917.

Oey 11th Fltn.

T kmew him beforo wo came over. ile bolonged to Hoss-
nans Bay, Sydney, and I have slready written to Idsg
mother to say he was killed. He was sitting in a trench
when a shall oaze over badly wounding him in throat aond
chest, iie diod on the way to D/3. Cple Bishop,A.Coy.
could substantliate this. -

Reforoncos- Sparks +CpleSefle CoXXo 4520,
8t. Johuns Hoap.

Rtaples

(ot 4t [i,_r./\% 1(,.;’./7’ ¥.5.17. Q{f




A n

~

20th A, 1.}, ;'g&;rcqz.;m .3. T ..
| | ¥. 25th February 1G17. Det Iy B.

pre on the 25tb Febrmary I wes told by a 8/B
and it i.sago;;on knovwledge ig the Dattn that whitocombs vas woundad
while hoiding the 1ine just after the attack, wes put oh a stretoher
and while bﬁng asiried %o Ghs iresplng Station a ahrapnel ehell

~ hurgt sbove rda peverely wornding hin in the abdsmen , and he

died w thin 5 minutes of aimissicen te the dreusing stutidon,

inf:~ P30 B,l,Cohen Ho.s'j?z.
Heis "lewhaven's ‘
~ galedin,.: 12.5 .3.7. MR

B

Eavre 29th Moy, 1917,

20th AUSPRAIIANS WALT 0OMBR; 5. 4837
X 2B¢2.17¢ Dot. D/B"

He was killed by o shall in the daytine st DY Ju Sers
while going up ths line. Hip hody was rsacvered snd
buried in the village of Le ds»s. I knew him, but

60 not know eny psrtioulsys ghout hims

inZomentt Zhe We Priory 5320y
280%h auwetraliann; B COoey
e S EBBBQ\ﬂ.bO:‘

35 D)




. 20tn AL : v';ithiube Pte. 8. 4537,
{é' C. Companys
(K. Feb, ?5/17 Tet. D/B)

¢ I sew Whitcorbe hit in the heed byishrapnel about mid day
on Feb. 253the Ve were sdvencing &t the time%.

Bys-witnees: Yes
‘Pescripticns 8mall dark mane
Inferment: Pte. Felville Farrigan 3814,

20th A«IFe, C. COy., XI Pit., Y
st Tonaon General FHospt., \\
¢ Home address: Cambervell. %rry"i
Dorega,

}.'.fcs.wo )
~

{ 2 %

& June 19/17,

AT M. Baldwine
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20th June 1917,

Cpl, S.#4, Bishop,
. Co
20th Battalion, A.I.F.
B EJF. -
Dsar Pte Bighep,

9hank you very ruch for your letter of Uny 13th,

in veply to our enquiry, concazning:=-

S. Witcombe, 20th Battalion 2.I.P,
The informat ion ard description yau have sonmt, will be of rmuch
agaistance and the relatives will be comforted to learn through-
you the details of his dsath ani buriel,

Yours faithfully, v

Sacretaxy,

<2l

Lp’??

P TPy PRTTCs, LTt
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