TEMPORARY SERGEANT WILLIAM BICKFORD
4274 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

William Bickford was born about May, 1874 in St Agnes, Isle of Scilly, Cornwall, England the son of John and Avis Ann (nee Thomas) Bickford.  In 1881 the family were residing at the Scilly Island, Cornwall and consisted of John (30) agricultural labourer, wife Avis Ann (30), James H. (11) ag labourer, John (10) ag labourer, William (5), Richard (2) and Avis A. (8mths).
He came to Western Australia where in 1897 he married in Perth to Emily Rose Thurston.  In 1906 they were at Pingelly with his occupation as a platelayer/labourer.  In 1910 he was a ganger working at Greenhills and in 1914 they were at Wilgarup with the same occupation and in 1916 were at Glen Lyan as a ganger.
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The recruiting officer was in Bunbury in February, 1916 where he applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Soon after he participated in the Bunbury Rifle Club’s Competition with results published in the:
The day before the Club’s results were published he was at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth and passed the final medical examination on March 6.  Forms of Attestation were completed which describe him as 164cms (5ft 4½ins) tall, weighing 68kgs (150lbs) with a chest measurement of 89cms (35ins) and had a dark complexion with grey eyes and dark hair.  Methodist was his faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Emily Bickford care of G.P.O., Perth and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her.  He was sworn in on March 7, 1916.

Basic training commenced with the 55th Depot Battalion until March 15 when allotted to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company.

Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May. The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4274.
Early in May, 1916, across the country in Queensland, the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.
On 24 May, 1916 he was promoted to Lance Corporal. 
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The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.
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The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.
Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  He was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on 30 September, 1916.

On 1 December, 1916 was appointed to be Acting Second Corporal and promoted to be 2nd Corporal on 16 February, 1917 due to 2nd Corporal M.J. McNamara being struck off strength.

He was issued with two Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad on 1 June, 1917.

He was in the Mess Hall of the 3rd Tunnelling Company at Noeux-les-mines on 30 January, 1918 in the following photograph.



His service continued without incident and in an audit on 26 April, 1918 was noted to be still serving with his unit.

On 14 June, 1918 leave was granted and taken and rejoined on June, 20.  A promotion to be Corporal on 12 August, 1918 was granted due to Corporal R. Low being promoted to Sergeant.  Following that he was further promoted to Temporary Sergeant the same day due to Sergeant F. Angell being wounded the previous day. 

In September and October, 1918 while company sections were at Ranchicourt the following entries were recorded in the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company.
“The rifle handicap competitions in which every man available in the Company took his part, was carried on over a period of 3 months, and by a process of elimination, was brought to a conclusion during the month of September.

    Inter-relief and inter-sectional and a company competition were got through.

    The Section Competition was won by No 1 Section and the Company Competition was won by :-





1st 4274  Sergeant W. Bickford




2nd 4424 Sapper  R.J.  Suiter”
“On 12/10/18, a Musketry and Bayonet Fighting competition between Tunnelling Coys in the 5th Army took place at the 5th Army Mine School at Linghem.

Two teams were chosen from the 3rd Aust. Tnlg. Coy. to compete on that day, and on the 1st of the month (October) the teams were taken in hand by Lieut J.B. Shaw MC who supervised the musketry practice and the training in bayonet fighting exercises carried out by Sgt L.M. Forsyth.

On the day of the contest our teams acquitted themselves well.

There were four events and our teams won two first, one second and one fourth position, and also gained first prize in the aggregate.

1st Prize in Bullet and Bayonet open Contest




 Bronze Medallion

1st Prize in Grouping 100 yds.  Disappearing Target 200 yds. and Rapid 200 yds.
 Silver Medal


1st Prize Aggregate Score throughout.





 Silver Cup

A great deal of the credit for the success of the 3rd Aust. Tnlg. Coy’s teams in these competitions was due to Sgt Forsyth for the energetic interest he took in training the men in Bayonet exercises.

The C.O., Major Sanderson, with 5 officers and Sgt Forsyth accompanied the teams to Linghem, which consisted of:-

     Lieut R. De Passey



“A” Team





“B” Team


1191
Cpl
 Taylor, J


4274
Sgt
Bickford, W.

4481
Spr
Suiter, R.J.


8004
L/Cpl
Noble, N.M.


6631
Spr
Jones, W.E.A.


7653
Spr
Coe, J.P.


5784
Spr
Millane, J.A.


6071
Spr
Wentworth, D.W.


6762
Spr
Brewer, J.R.


1247
Spr
Ashford, S.F.


7307
Spr
Emmett, H


5993
Spr
Griffin, W.H.


2478
Spr
Hubbard, E.L.


5844
Spr
Tainsh, H


The bronze medallion was awarded to Lieut De Passey and “A” Team and the Silver medal to Lieut De Passey and “B” Team.

The Cup will probably find a resting place in the Australian War Museum.

All prizes were suitably inscribed.”
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of their district clearing roads and bridges by defusing booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
On 1 December, 1918 he went sick to the 1 /2 North Midland Field Ambulance suffering from myalgia (muscular pain) and reverted to the rank of Corporal due to illness.  Was transferred to the 32rd Casualty Clearing Station remaining for four days then conveyed by Ambulance Train no.43 to Boulogne entering the 2nd General Hospital on December 6.  
Invalided to England on December 14 on the hospital ship Cambria was admitted to the 2nd Southern General Hospital, Bristol with myalgia (mild) and albuminuria (album in urine sign of kidney damage) a day later.

On 26 December, 1918 was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford then discharged to furlough on 3 January, 1919 and report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on 17 January, 1919.  He marched in from Headquarters, London as ordered.

Base Records advised his wife on 6 January, 1919 he was in hospital but the letter was returned unclaimed.  They contacted the 5th Military District who replied to their memo on 5 February, 1919 that the latest address of Mrs E. Bickford was No. 20 Nash Street, East Perth.  
Base Records notified her on 26 February, 1919 that her husband had been admitted to the 2nd Southern General Hospital, Bristol, England on 15/12/18 suffering from myalgia (mild) and gave his postal address for correspondence.  They noted that their previous advice sent to the G.P.O. Perth, W.A. had been returned unclaimed. 

Corporal Bickford was invalided home on 31 March, 1919 on the H.T. Khyber.  His wife was notified on 23 April, 1919 that he was on his way home.  His name was among those listed in the list of soldiers returning published in the: 

The ship arrived on May 5 and the men were to be quarantined due to smallpox cases on board and were  not pleased and the incident was reported in the:
Some soldiers were released on May 17 and the remaining passengers on 22 May, 1919 with news of their disembarking reported in the:



Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 10 July, 1919 as medically unfit.
The British War Medal (11064) and the Victory Medal (10937) were issued to wear to Corporal 4274 William Bickford, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

In 1922 to 1925 he and his wife were listed living at 119 Atfield Street, Fremantle with his occupation as a railway ganger but was transferred to Geraldton with his appointment announced in the:

Their residence in 1932 was at 32 Marine Terrace, Geraldton and he was a railway employee.
His wife died on 10 March, 1932 aged 58 years in Fremantle and announcements and arrangements were published in the:
He was transferred to Kalgoorlie in 1933 which was reported in the:

He remarried in 1934 at Kalgoorlie to Myrtle Edith Morrish with their union registered at East Coolgardie and their residence in 1936 and 1937 was 16 Forest Street, Kalgoorlie and was a railway employee.

They retired to Perth and were listed in 1943 at “Casa Rustica”, Swan Street, Tuart Hill.

William Bickford, late of Tuart Hill, passed away aged 70 years on 23 July, 1946.  Family arrangements and notices were published in the: 
Interment took place in the Wesleyan portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section 1A in gravesite 287.

In 1954 Mrs Myrtle Bickford was living at Caves Road, West Busselton, W.A.
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Southern Times Tuesday March 7, 1916:


BUNBURY RIFLE CLUB – ANNUAL SHOOT FOR CUP AND BRACELET


Twenty-two members of the B.R.C. visited the local butts last Sunday to participate in the club’s annual competition for a cup and bracelet.  The winner of the cup, Capt F.R.H. Coombs, is to be heartily congratulated on his victory.  


In the same shoot for the bracelet the same scores were taken, with handicaps added.  W. Bickford, who has been accepted for active service, won this event with a total of 110 off the rifle and 14 added.


The scores: W. Bickford, 27—30—27—26, 14, 124;					Article abridged





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





Sgt W. Bickford identified as circled





Kalgoorlie Miner Monday 5 May, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS – FOUR TROOPSHIPS


S.S. KHYBER


The following is the nominal roll of members of the Australian Imperial Force returning to Australia by the Khyber: 4274 T.-Sgt W. Bickford, 3rd Tunn.;						Article abridged





The West Australian Tuesday May 6, 1919:


THE KHYBER INCIDENT


Mr M. Donnes, president of the South Fremantle Branch of the R.S.A. gave yesterday what he contended was the correct version of the communication that was held with the soldiers on board the troopship Khyber, which was moored in the stream opposite F. Shed, and was flying the yellow flag.  He said: “The men on the troopship wanted to know the position of things.  They said they had some complaints to make about the ship, and asked me to get as close as I could.  I got a dinghy and rowed out to them.  I told them the position and they said: ‘If you want us we will get out the boats and come.  I told them that the yellow flag was flying over the ship, and asked them, as that was the case, not to leave the ship under any circumstances whatever.  I said the returned soldiers and the people generally would think more of them for staying on the ship while it was in quarantine.” 





The Western Argus Saturday May 17, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS - THE KHYBER LIST


At 10 o’clock this morning 24 men of s.s. Khyber will be released from quarantine, and they will arrive at E. Shed at 11 o’clock.





The Daily Herald Thursday May 22, 1919:


KHYBER TROOPS AND PASSENGERS


The Khyber’s contingent, consisting of 120 men and about 20 passengers, who have been in quarantine since their arrival on Friday May 9, owing to cases of smallpox breaking out during the voyage, will be landed at the Outer Harbour at 3.30 p.m. today.





Daily Telegraph and North Murchison and Pilbarra Gazette Wednesday May 28, 1930:


CUE NOTES


One of our popular residents Mr W. Bickford, Inspector of Permanent Way, has accepted a transfer to Geraldton, he had been stationed in the northern district for the past two and a half years, and during that time made many friends.  On the eve of his departure, a farewell smoke social was tendered him, which was presided over by Mr S. Mahood, Chairman of the Road Board.  Mr Kingsbury, fitter in charge, proposed the toast of the guest, which was supported by many.  Mr Atkinson, on behalf of the Railway employees and friends, made the presentation of a wallet of notes, being a expression of the sincere greetings and wishes of his many friends.  Inspector Bickford’s successor is Mr Geo. Lee, who has now taken up duties as Inspector of Permanent Way, Cue, and is extended a hearty welcome.





Daily News Friday March 11, 1932:


FUNERAL NOTICES


BICKFORD.—The Friends of Mr William Bickford, of 32 Marine-terrace, Geraldton, Inspector of Permanent Way, W.A. Government Railways, Geraldton, are respectfully invited to follow the remains of his late dearly beloved WIFE (Emily) to the place of interment, the Karrakatta Cemetery.  The Funeral will leave Messrs Arthur E. Davies and Co.’s Private Mortuary, 89-91 Market-street, Fremantle, TOMORROW (Saturday) MORNING at 11.30 a.m.  Friends may proceed by trains leaving Fremantle at 10.55 a.m. and Perth at 11 o’clock.


ARTHUR E. DAVIES and CO. Undertakers





West Australian Saturday March 12, 1932:


DEATHS


BICKFORD.—On March 10, 1932, at East Fremantle, Emily, dearly loved wife of William Bickford, Inspector of Permanent Way, W.A.G.R., Geraldton, and of 32 Marine-terrace, Geraldton, and fond mother of Avis (Mrs Percy Fletcher, Fremantle), Alberta (Mrs Leslie Sayers, Busselton) and William Bickford (Geraldton); aged 58 years.





West Australian Monday 14 March, 1932:


FUNERALS


THE LATE MRS EMILY BICKFORD


The late Mrs Emily Bickford, wife of Mr William Bickford, inspector of Permanent Ways, West Australia Government Railways, and of 32 Marine-terrace, Geraldton, died at East Fremantle on Thursday last.  The deceased was born at Carlton, Victoria, and came to Western Australia 36 years ago.  She had lived in various parts of the State.  She resided at Fremantle for ten years, and for the last 18 months at Geraldton.  Mrs Bickford was of quiet disposition and especially devoted to her home and family.  She was always very considerate for others and won the affection of many friends.  She leaves a husband, two daughters, one son and three grandchildren to mourn their loss.  The funeral took place on Saturday morning when the remains were interred in the Karrakatta Cemetery, the Rev. F.T. Bowen officiating at the graveside.             				Notice abridged





Geraldton Guardian Tuesday March 21, 1933:


PERSONAL


Among the recent transfers in the local railway staff is that of Mr W. Bickford (Inspector of Permanent Ways), who has proceeded to Kalgoorlie on transfer.  Mr Bickford has been succeeded by Mr W.H. Winter, of the relief staff in Perth, who arrived in Geraldton last week, and has already taken up his new duties.








West Australian Thursday July 25, 1946:


DEATHS


BICKFORD.—On July 23, 1946, at Perth, William Bickford, of Swan-street, Tuart Hill, and formerly of the W.A.G.R., dearly loved husband of Myrtle and loved father of Avis (Mrs P.H. Fletcher), Alberta (Mrs Les Sayers) and Bill.





BICKFORD.—On July 23, 1946, at Perth, passed peacefully away, William dear father of Avis, father-in-law of Perce, loving grandad of Bill (R.A.A.F. deceased), Joy, Graham, great-granddad of baby Eric; aged 71 years.





FUNERAL NOTICES


BICKFORD.—The Friends of the late Mr William Bickford, of Swan-street, Tuart Hill and formerly of the W.A.G.R. and 3rd Tunnellers, 1st A.I.F., are respectfully informed that his remains will be interred in the Methodist portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery at 2.30 o’clock THIS (Thursday) AFTERNOON.  The Cortege will move from our Chapel, Hay-street, Perth, at 2.10 o’clock.


DONALD J. CHIPPER AND SON, Perth





BICKFORD.—Star of the South Lodge No, 9 I.O.O.F.—Members of the Lodge are respectfully informed that the remains of our late member, Mr William Bickford, will be interred in the Methodist portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery at 2.30 o’clock THIS (Thursday) AFTERNOON.		D. HYNES, Secretary.





West Australian Friday July 26, 1946:


DEATHS


BICKFORD.—On July 23, 1946, passed peacefully away to rest, William dearly loved father of Alberts, father-in-law of Les. Loving granddad of Albert, Evelyn, Roberta, Flora and Don, great-grandfather of Robert.





BICKFORD.—A token of respect and remembrance of Mr William Bickford, sincere friend of Mr and Mrs Dickman and family, of Tuart Hill.


Sleep on, dear friend, and take thy well-earned rest.








