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Jeffery Charles Bergmann, born 11th of June 1921, as stated by 

himself, "I was born at Denial Bay in a mid-wife’s residence and I 

believe the mid wife was Antonia Beinke, a sister of my father.” 

(J.Bergmann, 1994) His parents Carl Julius Walter and Hulda 

Olga Bergmann (nee Hasting) (Ancestry.com.au, 2021). He was 

the eldest of 7 children, including a stillborn brother who was 

buried at the Denial Bay Cemetery (Ancestry.com.au, 2021). His 

father’s family had migrated to Australia from Germany, then 

lived at Eudunda in South Australia before his father moved to 

Denial Bay in the early 1900’s, his mother’s family had been 

located at Denial Bay since the early 1900’s (Ancestry.com.au, 

2021). His father was a farmer at the Hundred of Moule 

(J.Bergmann, 1994), his mother stayed at home raising their 

children.  

Jeffrey started his schooling by correspondence. He enrolled at 

O’Loughlin School when he was in Year 3 and during this time he lived 

with his Auntie Ellie Kloeden and would walk to school with his 

cousins Rich and Norm, the trek was about 3.2 kilometres, which was 

better than the  11.5 kilometres from home (J.Bergmann, 1994). Once 

his little sister Audrey was old enough to attend school, they both got 

to ride to school in their own horse and cart. After completing his 

Qualifying Certificate, Jeffrey acquired a scholarship for boarding and 

entrance to Unley High School for the years 1935 and 1936 

(Adelaide.now.com 2012). Jeffrey had a passion for sports and was 

competitive, participating in local Sports Days and the Denial Bay New 

Year Sports Days, usually coming first in his age group (J.Bergmann, 

1994). 

 

Following his schooling Jeffrey was offered a job in a grocery store in Adelaide but soon returned to Ceduna 

where he worked for several years in similar stores, including W.H.Betts Ltd (Adelaidenow.com.au, 2012). 

On the 3rd of March 1941 whilst at work he noticed a sweet looking young lady, unable to introduce himself 

at that time, he attended the Ceduna Race Ball that night in hope to meet this young lady. He was fortunate 

and they introduced themselves, Isabel Annie Dunn from Carrawa would become his wife two years later, 

when they were both aged 22 (M.B.Bergmann). 

Jeffery enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force 

on the 21st of July 1941, when he was 20 years 

old (Naa.gov.au, 2015). He was sent to Adelaide 

for processing, and then Victor Harbor for initial 

training school in July of 1941. After 3 months 

the enlistees were allocated as Pilot Trainees, 

Observers (Navigators), and Wireless Operators 

and were sent to Parafield for further training, 

here Jeffery was selected for Pilot Training. 

Jeffery and his fellow trainees were a part of an 

Figure 3. Jeffery’s enlistment photo with his service 
number (Naa.gov.au, 2015) 

 

Figure 2. The Hundred of Moule 
area where Jeffrey and Isabel took 
up farming on the Far West Coast 
of South Australia. (Wikipedia 
Contributors, 2023). 

 

Figure 1. 1910 Denial Bay, South 
Australia where Jeffrey’s mothers 
family originated, also where a lot of 
social functions were held. (Ceduna 
Old Photos, uploaded 2020 
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exclusive group called ‘The Empire Training Scheme’ made 

up of Canadians, English and South Africans (awm.gov.au, 
2019). After they finished their three-month course here on 

Tiger Moth aircrafts, he was sent to Mallala Senior Flying 

School where he continued his training on aircrafts 

including twin engine aircrafts, where he elected to train in 

bomber aircrafts (vwma.org.au, 2025). After the 30 

“students” finished their training, four of them were kept 

behind, Jeffrey was one of these men, to stay in Australia, 

the rest of them were sent to Canada to an Operational 

Training Unit, after which they were sent to Europe, sadly 

most of them were shot down while flying over Europe 

(J.Bergmann, 1994). His further training took him to Mount 

Gambier, Cressy in Victoria, outback Queensland and 

locations in the Northern Territory (Adelaidenow.com.au, 2012). During his time at Mount Gambier he and 

Isabel became engaged (J.Bergmann, 1994). 

He was sent on active-duty tours flying as a second pilot in areas of Northern Australia around Karumba, 

Darwin, and Cairns. As a Flying Officer, Jeffery said that “Our main duties were bombing such places as 

Kavieng and Sorong. We did some ‘milk runs,’ which meant doing patrols in the Coral Sea seeking Japanese 

submarines or shipping and mine laying in various Indonesian harbours” (J.Bergmann, 1994).  

During a flight over the Pacific he stated “we always carried a box of various sized rubber elongated tapered 

stoppers to plug up any holes we could find in the hull because of the fact we always landed on water. On 

one occasion we missed a few holes and of course as we landed. Water shot into the interior like a high 

powered jet. One of the crew called out to the cockpit, ‘Take off again! Take off again! Or we will well be 

flooded ‘... The crew then plugged up all the holes and we landed safely” (J.Bergmann,1994). Jefferys’ flights 

went all over the Pacific region, landing at Leyte Island in the Philippines when America had somewhat of a 

foothold there to refuel on a sea plane tender called the Tangier, the 

Chinese coastal areas such as Amoy, Hong Kong, and Swatow were 

locations Jeffery also saw service. 

Their role of laying sea mines was done by dropping their mines from 

varying heights from 200-800 feet in the air, and dropped their mines 

at night to lessen the risk of Japanese fighter planes retaliating 

(Vwma.org.au, 2025). The mines they dropped were usually only set to 

detonate after a few ships had sailed over already, which meant the 

Japanese would sweep the area a few times without them detonating, 

declaring the area safe, and then the mines would detonate as the 

next 1 or 2 ships sailed over them again (Navweaps.com, 2018). 

During a scheduled aircraft servicing in 1943 he returned to Adelaide 

briefly and married Isabel. Returning to duty it was common for Jeffery 

and his crew to be sent on Air-Sea rescue missions, they would be sent 

to places such as Madang, New Guinea (Vwma.org.au, 2025). Further 

recollections from Jeffery include being in Sentani, more specifically on 

a lake just inland of a place that was then known as Hollandia. There Figure 5. Jeffery’s discharge 
papers. (Naa.gov.au, 2015) 

 

Figure 4. Jeffrey’s service medals. Medals 
and Decorations include; 1939-45 Star, 
Pacific Star, Defence Medal, War Medal 
1939-45, Australian Service Medal 1939-45. 
Star. 
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was a concert that night hosting several American artists and allowed a safe break for around 10,000 US 

and Australian troops (Wargaming.com, 2019).  

It was while he was overseas that his daughter Lyn was born in February 1945 and would be a year until he 

could see her. Jeffery and his crew were in Madang in August of 1945 where he remembered, “For about a 

week there was an uncanny feeling in the air. Then the announcement was made that the Americans... had 

dropped the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima. That night the sky was lit up with flares and bonfires, plus 

other devices.... we knew the end of the war was nigh.” The war ended in the August of 1945, and Jeffery 

was discharged from the Australian Air Force on the 26/2/1946 (Naa.gov.au, 2015). 

After the war, Jeffery returned home to his wife and 

daughter, where they lived and worked for his father 

Carl on the family farm from 1946 to early 1947 before 

buying a property at Sections 3 and 6 of the Hundred of 

Goode (M.B.Bergmann, 2025). The first few years on 

the farm were tough, Isabel would milk 5 or 6 cows, 

separating the cream, which once every week would be 

sent by train from Kalanbi to Port Lincoln (J.Bergmann, 

1994). Their family grew quickly with sons Howard, 

Brenton and Ian born in 1946, 1950 and 1953. They 

were involved in local sports for their children and were 

highly respected members of the farming and far west 

community. Eventually Jeffrey and Isabel built a second 

house on the property which has remained in the family 

with his grandson and family residing and farming this 

property (M.B. Bergmann, 2025).  

The 1950’s were all particularly good years, except 1959 where they did not reap as much (I.Bergmann, 

2025). In 1961 bulk wheat handling facilities became available in Thevenard, allowing much easier trips for 

all the harvested grain. For a decent period, Isabel had a particularly challenging time, being a mother to 4 

young children, milking 5-6 cows every day and with a telephone party line, that meant even more work for 

her, fortunately they managed to get by like this.  

His children completed their final years of schooling at either 

Concordia or Urrbrae Agricultural College in Adelaide, before 

returning to the far west community (I. Bergmann, 2025). 

With growing success in farming Jeffrey purchased additional 

farming land which would then allow his sons to establish 

themselves as farmers within the district in the years to come 

(J. Bergmann, 1994). With his sons returning home the help 

on the family farm was much welcomed by Jeffrey and Isabel.  

Jeffrey was a dedicated community member with an 

impressive history of involvement in local government. He 

began his public service in 1968, representing the Kalanbi 

Ward on the Murat Bay District Council (Vwma.org.au, 2025). 

Over time, the council underwent changes and established a 

system with eight Councillors and a Mayor. Jeffrey served as a 

Figure 7. Urrbrae Agricultural High School 
where Jeffrey and Isabel’s sons attended 
before returning to the Ceduna district. (Anon, 
2025) 

 

Figure 6. Concordia College in the 1960s where 
Jeffrey and Isabel’s children attended in Adeladie, 
South Australia.  (Anon, n.d),  
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inaugural Mayor from 1979 to 1981 and served a second term from 1983 to 1987 before retiring 

(J.Bergmann, 1994).  

In addition to his council work, Jeffrey was a member and president of the Eyre Peninsula Local 

Government Association and represented it at the State Local Government of South Australia. He also 

served on the Ceduna Area School Council in the early 1950’s, was a life member of the Agricultural Bureau 

representing the Goode Branch and was a board member of the Ceduna Community Hotel from 1955 to 

1975 (I.Bergmann, 2025). 

Jeffrey was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia for 

his services to local government and the Ceduna community. 

During his tenure, he met several Governors of South 

Australia and Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, on three 

occasions. He instilled a passion for public service with his 

family, with four generations involved in local council work. 

 

 Jeffery had several medical issues over the years but rarely 

allowed it to impact on his outlook. He developed prostate 

cancer in May of 1992, where he underwent radiotherapy for 

6 and a half weeks, his bladder was burned during the 

radiotherapy and required additional hospital stays, 

fortunately all went well and he entered remission, he stated 

“fortunately the ‘water works’ are quite good 

now’”(J.Bergmann, 1994).  

Sadly Isabel suffered from a stroke in 1991, which left her 

with significant paralysis, as a result they both moved into the Ceduna Senior Citizens Village where they 

remained until Isabel passed in 2006. On January 17th, 2012, Jeffery passed away, he was buried next to his 

much-loved wife Isabel. 

Jeffrey lived an impressive, full and passionate life, his legacy and stories will be honoured and treasured 

for generations to come.  

DEMONSTRATION OF ANZAC CHARACTERISTICS 

Jeffery showed many characteristics of the ANZAC spirit, but the main ones that he displayed were 

mateship and courage, he displayed these on multiple occasions, “we always carried a box of various sized 

rubber elongated tapered stoppers to plug up any holes we could find in the hull because of the fact we 

always landed on water. On one occasion we missed a few holes and of course as we landed. Water shot 

into the interior like a high powered jet. One of the crew called out to the cockpit, ‘ Take off again! Take off 

again! Or we will bloody well be flooded ‘. Naturally we did and flew around Darwin, our base at the time. 

The crew then plugged up all the holes and we landed safely”(J.Bergmann, 1994). Displaying the mateship 

he and his crew had with each other and how much faith he had in each of them, following their 

instructions with full trust it would work, one could also argue that this was a show of his ability as a pilot, 

to steadily fly the aircraft, while damaged, to allow his crewmates time to fix the issue. 

Another quality he showed was his courage, this is displayed also on multiple occasions, one was displayed 

here “Our main duties were bombing such places as Kavieng and Sorong. We did some ‘milk runs’, which 

Figure 8. Jeffery and his dear Isabel in the 
Senior Citizens Village (1990s-early 2000s) 
(J.Bergmann, 1994) 
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meant doing patrols in the Coral Sea seeking Japanese submarines or shipping and mine laying in various 

Indonesian harbours.”(J.Bergmann, 1994). Which showcases his courage to serve for his country even while 

experiencing hardships, for example his plane was hit by enemy fire which damaged the left wing and the 

hull, despite this he still flew and got the job done, a true act of courage and perseverance. 

PART B: 

When we were told we would be doing research into a returned serviceman or woman from WW2, our teacher 
brought in a past student who had been lucky enough to win last year. Joseph talked about his experience not 
just his trip to Vietnam, but how he went about his researching, collecting of information and how it was more 
than just a school assignment. At the time I didn’t really appreciate everything he said, but now looking back on 
the process I get it.  

Selecting someone was pretty easy, I knew my Pa Pa was a returned serviceman, my teacher also knew a bit 
about him and was able to give me some direction as where I could start. I looked on the NAA website and 
found his original documents. I then went onto the Virtual War Memorial website and there I found information 
that someone had submitted onto the portal before.  

I went home and talked to my parents about the task, they brought out the autobiographic book that Pa Pa had 
written later in his life. This was like finding treasure, to read in his own words what his life had been like. They 
also had their own memories, and Dad especially had grown up knowing a lot about Pa Pa so I decided to 
create some questions and interview him. Likewise, I also did this with Poppy. This was good to get the finer 
details and to better understand some of what Pa Pa had written about.  

There were some challenges with finding information to support what Pa Pa had written about, it took a lot of 
hunting through websites and documents online to piece together the most accurate information I could locate 
and then confirming this with either Poppy, Dad or one of Poppy’s brothers to make sure I was corroborating his 
version. Using the primary sources on the NAA website, Pa Pa’s autobiography and cross referencing them with 
secondary sources like the articles on the Virtual War Memorial website I was able to gain a better 
understanding of his service.  

Narrowing down the information was a challenge in itself, especially when you are reading someone’s own 
words, how to choose what was important, relevant and that best captured who Pa Pa was something that I 
struggled with, but Miss Nicholls worked through the editing process with me to hone it down to what I felt did 
Pa Pa’s story justice.  

On reflection the information collecting wasn’t that challenging, but making sure I checked the facts, details 
and knew I had a credible piece of information was the ultimate challenge.  

I never really knew Pa Pa but through this challenge I feel like I got to know him, to hear his voice, his thoughts 
and his sense of humour. I am very proud that I get to tell his amazing story.  
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ITEM 2: Facebook- Eyre Peninsula Yarns and Family History- Uploaded by Ceduna National Trust Museum 
17/11/2024 
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ITEM 3: Jeffery Bergmann’s war medals, Jess Bergmann, (2025) 
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ITEM 4: Phone recorded interview with Matthew Bergmann, 2025 

“How did he go about dropping the mines in the designated areas?” 

“well he said that he usually’d drop ‘em pretty close to sea level I cant remember the exact number but it was 
around 200-800 feet if I remember correctly. And he’d usually do it at night because the Japanese Fighter 
planes had a better chance of seeing him durin the day, the process would be that he’d circle the general area 
before lining up with the coordinates and the bombardier’d drop the mine” 

“what happened to his houses after he moved to the village?” 

“well nowadays Dan lives in Pa Pa’s second house after Dad did, or Poppy. Poppy moved into town in Ceduna to 
live with Granny about a year ago and Dan moved in about 10 months ago, a bit after we spent that little bit of 
time in the holidays when it was stinkin ‘ot, the first house though is the ruins that we took that family photo at 
in ’22.” 

“where did the farming business start around where all the family live?” 

“Well when he saved up enough money he bought the sections where the farm house is, sections 3 and 6.” 

“How did Pa Pa and nana meet?” 

“*laughter* the classic “how did mum and dad meet” question, me and your uncles asked him on multiple 
times but it was always the same story every time, he was at the Ceduna race ball in ’41 ‘coz he wanted to see 
this young lady again after he saw her at his work earlier that day, he eventually met her and he’d ask her to go 
for a walk down to the foreshore and then fiiinally introduced himself as Jeffery, she was Isabel, and then they’d 
be happily ever married a few years later while he was on one of his leave periods during the war.” 

“yeah cheers dad, appreciate your time, catchya” 

“No worries buddy, see ya later” 
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ITEM 5: Phone recorded interview with Ian Bergmann, 2025 

“What did Jeffery do after he came back from the war do you remember?” 

“well I don’t remember exactly but he told me one day about when he was still fairly young that he was on the 
council for your school for a little while, but he was more proud of being a life member for the agricultural 
bureau while he was representing the Goode branch over there for a bit. He was on the board for the Hotel for 
20 years or something I reckon too now that I think about it I think Lyn or Howard might have told me” 

“What did you and your siblings do while at school? As in did you go to boarding school or just help out on the 
farm?” 

“bloody hell you’re asking a long ways back *laughter*. I specifically remember me and Howard went to Urrbrae 
Ag College for the last 3 or so years of school before helping on the farm, but Brenton and Lyn went to 
Concordia, Brenton went to Urrbrae after a year or so after he got his mind in the right place, Lyn though was a 
lost cause *chuckle* but yes after school we came back and helped Dad on the farm since he was growing a bit 
old” 

“how were the early years on the farm? Did he ever talk about that?” 

“yeah well he’d like to brag a little bit about his first 10 years or so on the farm, he remembers that all the years 
through 1950-1958 were all his hard work, although it was just the rain being on his side, but he said that 1959 
was a pretty s**t year since they didn’t reap as much as any of the other years by a long shot.” 

“far out hope it wasn’t as bad as last years crop *haha* but nah cheers for that poppy that’s all I needed for the 
anzac project” 
The rest of the phone call involves just us two talking about irrelevant topics from any referenceable points in 
the text. 
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ITEM 6: NAA website photos of records about Jeffery (Accessed 28 AUGUST. 2025) 
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