BURIED AT GAZA
As the Israeli armed forces moved into Gaza City in August 2025, there was concern for the fate of the Gaza War Cemetery.  The cemetery contains nearly 3700 burials from the First and Second World Wars, and subsequent conflicts.  Amongst the 210 burials from WW2 is Sapper Basil Kane (VX13752), of Rushworth.
There was some damage to the Gaza cemetery in 2023 resulting from clashes between Hamas and the Israeli forces, with the 2025 actions have doing further damage.  It is hard to get accurate up-to-date information about the situation on the ground.
BROTHERS ENLIST
Basil Kane and his brother, the great Rushworth footballer Keith Kane, both signed up to serve in WW2 in early 1940.  Keith finished up the famous 2/8th Infantry Battalion, which saw service in north Africa, Greece and Crete before moving back to help defend Allied assets and then attack the Japanese in the south-west Pacific area.  
Keith had been one of the outstanding footballers in the great Rushworth successes of the 1930s, playing in all five GVFL premierships as well as winning the Morrison Medal in successive seasons (1938-9).
Basil, who was a horse breaker by trade, was initially allocated to the 2/7th Infantry Battalion but was later transferred to the 2/13 Field Company of Engineers, where his rank was Sapper.   Like Keith, Basil finished up in north Africa.  He could well have become one of the famous ‘Rats of Tobruk’.  He was stationed there just before the start of the long siege of Tobruk when he was accidentally wounded, so he did not take part in the defence of the town.
ACCIDENTAL WOUNDING
Basil was unlucky to be wounded in a rare incident in which his rifle exploded, giving him serious shrapnel injuries to the upper body.  He was transferred to the 61 British General Hospital, at the time located in Nazareth, Palestine.  He died shortly thereafter, aged only 23.  His army file states that the cause of death was GSW (gunshot wound) to the thorax and the resulting collapsed lung.
A court of inquiry was later held into the shooting during the siege of Tobruk in which it was determined that the incident was purely accidental.  No blame was attachable to any individual.
Keith may not have been aware of his brother’s wounding for some time after the accident, because by the time the siege of Tobruk began, his battalion had been transferred to Greece to try to fend off an invasion by the Germans.   

KANE FAMILY BACKGROUND
The boys’ grandparents, Hugh Kane and Hanora (nee White) had both been born in Ireland.  Hugh had sailed to America as a 13-year-old, living in California before coming out to the Victorian goldfields and settling in Rushworth.  Their children were born in Rushworth from 1862 onwards, after their marriage in Heathcote in 1861.  
Hugh Kane was a miner at Heathcote and Rushworth, before selecting land at Moora in the 1870s and working as a contractor.  He was one of the local representatives of the Rushworth Division on the Sandhurst Mining Board for over 15 years.  The fact that this was an elected position shows the level of respect with which Hugh was held amongst the local mining fraternity.
The youngest son of Hugh and Hanora, Daniel, married Esther Cann.  They were the parents of Basil and Keith, as well as four other children.  Daniel, who was significantly older than Esther, died a decade before WW2.  Esther had remarried.  She had to bear the anxiety of having her two boys serving overseas, and then the grief of losing one of them.
COMMEMORATION
Ironically, Basil was born in 1917, at the time when Australian Light Horsemen were making a name for themselves in Palestine.  He would later be buried at Gaza in the area where many Australians had served in WW1.
The Gaza War Cemetery has been lovingly tended by three generations of a Palestinian family.  Their house has been damaged by recent fighting, along with other infrastructure.  At the time of writing, 10% of headstones have been damaged, albeit not in the Australian section of the cemetery.
At present, it is impossible for the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC), which manages the cemetery, to gain access to effect repairs.  It is sad that over 100 years since the establishment of the cemetery, it is still in the middle of a war zone.
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