                     Soldier Biography 

Russell William Alfred was born in Nottingham, England. His brother Ernest Charles was listed as his next of kin, and on 1 May 1916, he enlisted. Alfred was unmarried and at 25 years and four months of age he enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force during the First World War. He entered the army as a Sapper the entry-level rank for engineers and signalmen. Before the war Russell worked as a tramway employee and his religion was recorded as Church of England.
 After enlisting, Russell was assigned to the 4th Divisional Signal Company, part of the Australian Engineers. He embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on 16 December 1916 aboard HMAT Berrima. He first travelled to England for further training before being sent to France in September 1917. Russel as a member of the Signal Company his duties included laying and repairing telephone lines, maintaining communications and supporting operations under dangerous conditions. He served during major campaigns with the 4th Division, including the Third Battle of Ypres, which was in Passchendaele in 1917, the German Spring Offensive of 1918, the Battle of Hamel in July 1918, and the Hundred Days Offensive later that year which included the Battle of Amiens and advances on the Hindenburg Line.
 Russell was hospitalised in France in early 1918 with haemorrhoids but rejoined his unit after treatment. He was granted leave in the United Kingdom in October 1918 and in Boulogne France, in March 1919. He remained a Sapper throughout his service and received no rank promotions. On 6 April 1919 he marched out for return to Australia and on 2 June 1919, he sailed home aboard the SS Beltana.
 Russell returned to Australia in mid-1919. He was awarded the British War Medal 1914–20 and the Victory Medal, which were the standard campaign medals for AIF servicemen who saw overseas service. There is no record in his file of post-war community involvement photographs or re-enlistment in the Second World War. Since he survived the war he does not have a Commonwealth War Graves cemetery record though he may be listed on local honour rolls.
 Russell William Alfred’s story is one of service and endurance. As a Sapper in the 4th Divisional Signal Company, he carried out the dangerous work of keeping communications intact across the Western Front, and he safely returned home after the war concluded.




