How to Research and Honour Our Returned War Heroes

MC Peter Harrington, the Patron of the North Ryde RSL sub-Branch, my
son Brett and myself at the site of internment of my father’s ashes, where [
arranged for a plaque to be added. (photo: Cemetery Management)

Also in memory of

568 LT COL ATHOL FREDERICK

BURRETT DSQ MID

21.06.1894 - 29.01.1965
! The plaque
wording at

the site of

_.-3“’ Battalion 1* AIF. Wounded at the Gallipoli Landing iy
(Sgt) and Lone Pine (2 Lt). C.O. at the battalion’s last. .
action at Hargicourt, France 18 - 21.09.1918. . - RUKOSLIZEE

Secretary of Sydney Hospital 1939 - 1954 ashes.
Son of Albert & Augusta Burrett.
Husband of Marjorie, born 11.11.1915.

Father of proud sons Anthony Peter (Tony) born 3
29.01.1943 &.lan David born 18.03.1946,
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Honouring Dad

Apart from Lone Pine and Dad, there were hundreds of other battles
and stories of heroes that would emphasise my reasoning for wanting
to get names of those who returned, as well as those who died, on
community war memorials. Nevertheless, I feel that Dad’s diary
entries, and the other examples mentioned, reflect the human side of
WWI and explain and support why I have embarked upon my quest.

I’'m ashamed to say that it wasn't until 2014 that Iseriously started
researching Dad and gaining a greater understanding of him, his
mates and WWI. I'was also derelict in not doingall I could to honour
Dad. After reading this book you might feel inclined to do more to
research and honour your ancestor/s who served.

Dad died of a burst abdominal aorta on 29 January 1965. A
funeral service was held at St Andrews Church of England Cathedral
in Sydney, a church he had attended. There were a few Sirs and
generals present but I don't recollect who they were. His Australian
flag-draped coffin received a police escort on its way to Woronora
cemetery, where he was cremated.

A fewweeks later, when I was living in Goulburn, NSW, I answered
aknock on the door from a postman delivering Dad’s ashes. For some
reason ] would not touch the parcel and it was returned to sender.
Early in 2015, my son, Dr Brett Jack Athol Burrett, discovered that
Dad’s ashes had been placed in the grave of his mother, Augusta,
at Macquarie Park Cemetery and Crematorium (Lot 46 Section
K-14 Anglican portion), North Ryde, NSW, on 23 December 1966.
There was no service at the time. I arranged for my grandmother’s
headstone to be regilded and the grave to be tidied up, as well as
organised a bronze raised-letter plaque, in memory of Dad, to be

placed on the grave.
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