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Alfred Henry NORTON  as of 14 February 2025 

Royal Australian Air Force ‘RAAF’ 1942-45 

Service Number:   48776  
Date of Birth:    2/09/1903, Port Pirie, South Australia. 

Place of enlistment:   ADELAIDE 
Applied to enlist with the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) in 1942 aged 38.  

APPENDIX 1A:  RAAF Application for Enlistment as an Airman, 

APPENDIX 1B:  Personal Reference from employer H. C. Gadd Ltd.  

APPENDIX 1C:  Personal Reference from E. NORTH Acting Rector, Church of 
England, Crystal Brook. 

Alfred was interviewed at RAAF’s No. 5 Recruiting Centre, Adelaide on 7 May 1942 where he was 
assigned to be mustered to Trainee Group V that would become his Enlistment Day when called to muster. 

APPENDIX 1D:  Copy of verified Information provided by Alfred Henry Norton to RAAF Recruiting Officer at 
interview conducted 7 May 1942. 

Alfred’s wife was Elsie NORTON (nee MEYERS) whom he married 23/02/1926 and at the time of 
enlistment they had four children Raymond ‘Ray’, Kenneth ‘Ken’, Ruby, and Elizabeth ‘Bette’, all of whom 
were under 16 Years of Age. (refer to APPENDICES 1D, 1E, 1F, and 1G.) 

Alfred had been working 14 Years with H. C. Gadd Ltd. in Crystal Brook, South Australia who supplied 
electric power. He was second in charge and his skills included diesel engine driver, mechanic, electrician, 
and undertaking electric welding.  
Alfred’s Date of Enlistment was 16/06/1942. (refer to APPENDIX 5E).  
Prior to his enlistment day Alfred and family experienced some severe sickness with one of the family 
members contracting Scarlett Fever requiring the family to quarantine for five weeks, and Alfred got 
influenza and lumbago, whilst Elsie had neuritis in the joints. Alfred sought to cancel his application for 
enlistment with a support letter from the Doctor stating he would not be fit enough to commence training on 
16 June 1942 (refer to APPENDICES 2A, 2B, and 2C). However, on the 21 May 1942 Alfred advised the RAAF 
No. 5 Recruiting Centre to ignore his applications and that he would report for call up on 16 June 1942 (refer 
to APPENDIX 2D).  
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Alfred caught the train from Crystal Brook to Adelaide for mustering of Trainee Group V scheduled for 
16/06/1942 (refer to APPENDIX 3A). Roger Norton recalls his mother Elizabeth sharing a story told by his 
father Ken to her that when Alf did leave to go to war, he was alone in walking his Dad to the train. Ken’s 
mother Elsie and other siblings didn’t accompany them on the walk from their home to the station. Ken 
shared that he cried all the way home. Traumatic moment for a twelve-year-old. 
A bemusing piece of information on Alfred’s application to be enlisted was where he was required to inform 
them if he had a criminal record (refer to APPENDICES 3A & 3B). He did have a criminal record, but the 
recorded offence was not one that would bar his enlistment. In reading the recorded offence it does appear to 
be an example of overly zealous policing! 
Following completion of his preliminary training Alfred undertook the Flight Mechanic course from 
31/08/1942 to 31/10/1942 and passed with Special Distinction (refer to APPENDIX 4A). Alfred then 
undertook a conversion course from Flight Mechanic to Fitter II E, 12 November 1942 to 20 January 1943, 
achieving a Distinguished Pass (refer to APPENDIX 4B). 
Alfred served for three years of which for nine months he was deployed overseas in Papua New Guinea. 

Alfred lodged an application to discharge on 11 June 1945. 
APPENDIX 5A:  Letter signed by Alfred NORTON seeking to be discharged from the RAAF dated 11 June 1945. 

APPENDIX 5B:  Copy of Alfred Henry NORTON’s Application for Discharge or Termination of Appointment to 
Royal Australian Air Force. 

refer to APPENDICES 5C & 5D for more background information. 
Japan on 14 August 1945 accepted the Allied demand for unconditional surrender. For Australia it meant 
that the Second World War was finally over. 

Alfred’s Date of Discharge was 20 September 1945. Discharged to resume civil occupation.  
APPENDIX 5E:  RAAF Certificate of Service and Discharge. 

 
Alfred’s Service Medals & Badge: 
 

Australian Active Service Medal (AASM) 
Awarded to members of the Australian Armed Forces who served  
during World War II. The medal is made of nickel-silver and features  
the Crown of St Edward.  

 
 
Pacific Star Medal 
Awarded to Australian Armed Forces personnel who entered operational  
service in the Pacific Theatre of Operations between 8 December 1941 and 
2 September 1945. 

Alfred served for nine months in Papua New Guinea. 

 

 
 

 
Returned from Active Service Badge (RASB)  
Issued to  Australian Armed Forces personnel who had returned from 
active or warlike service during military campaigns in operational 
areas.  

It's worn when it's not appropriate or possible to wear a service medal. 
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APPENDIX 1A:  ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE Application for Enlistment as an Airman  
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APPENDIX 1B:  Personal Reference from employer H. C. Gadd Ltd. 
  



 

 5 

APPENDIX 1C: Personal Reference from E. NORTH Acting Rector, Church of England, Crystal Brook.  
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APPENDIX 1D: 
Copy of verified 
Information 
provided by 
Alfred Henry 
Norton to RAAF 
Recruiting 
Officer at 
interview 
conducted 7 May 
1942.  
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APPENDIX 1E: 
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APPENDIX 1F: 
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APPENDIX 1G: 
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APPENDIX 2A:  Letter dated 14 May 1942 seeking to delay call up date.  
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APPENDIX 2B: PART 1. 
Alfred’s letter to Squadron Leader McMurtrie dated 19 May 1942 inquiring about the 
possibility of cancelling his application for enlistment.   
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APPENDIX 2B: PART 2. 
Alfred’s letter to Squadron Leader McMurtrie dated 19 May 1942 inquiring about the 
possibility of cancelling his application for enlistment.  
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APPENDIX 2C:  Doctor’s Certificate dated 18 May 1945 provided as an attachment to Alfred’s letter to 
Squadron Leader McMurtrie dated 19 May 1942 inquiring about the possibility of 
cancelling his application for enlistment. PART 2.  
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APPENDIX 2D:  Copy of wire sent 21 May 1942 by Alfred to No. 5 Recruiting Centre advising them 
that he was no longer seeking to cancel his application for enlistment and would be 
reporting for mustering to commence service.  
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APPENDICES 3A & 3B:   ENLISTMENT DAY 16th June 1942 
Aircraftman Class 1 Trainee Group V  
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APPENDIX 4A: Report on Alfred’s Flight Mechanic Course 

APPENDIX 4B: Report on Alfred’s Conversion Course Flight Mechanic to Fitter II. E.  
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APPENDIX 5A:  
Letter signed by Alfred NORTON seeking to be discharged from the RAAF dated 11 June 1945.  
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APPENDIX 5B:  
Copy of Alfred Henry NORTON’s:  

RAAF APPLICATION FOR DISCHARGE OR TERMINATION OF APPOINTMENT.  
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APPENDIX 5C:   
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APPENDIX 5D:  
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APPENDIX 5E: RAAF Certificate of Service and Discharge  


