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Played with Adelaide University 

 

Cricket Club:  1909/10 

Degree:  LLB (1909) 

 

 



 

Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is 

to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will 

be recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of William Corin 

Holland. It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC ANZAC MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

 



 

 

The AIF Project 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=141029 

 

William Corin HOLLAND 
 

Regimental number 6777 

Place of birth Adelaide South Australia 

Religion Congregational 

Occupation Solicitor 

Address Medindie, South Australia 

Marital status Married 

Age at embarkation 33 

Next of kin Wife, Mrs L L Holland, 32 North East Road, Medindie, South Australia 

Enlistment date 28 February 1917 

Rank on enlistment Private 

Unit name 27th Battalion, 20th Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll 

number 
23/44/5 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A60 Aeneas on 30 

October 1917 

Rank from Nominal Roll Private 

Unit from Nominal Roll 3rd AASH 

Fate Returned to Australia 24 December 1918 

Miscellaneous details Address incorrectly entered on Embarkation Roll as Menindie, South Australia. 

 

 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=141029
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=INF27REIN20


 

 

 

RSL Virtual War Memorial 
 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/364633 

 
World War 1 Service 

30 Oct 1917: Embarked Private, SN 6777, 27th Infantry Battalion, HMAT Aeneas, 

Melbourne  

30 Oct 1917: Involvement Private, SN 6777, 27th Infantry Battalion  

11 Nov 1918: Involvement Lance Corporal, SN 6777  

 

 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/544769 

 
HOLLAND, William Corin 
 

Service Number: S68314 

Enlisted: 30 March 1942, Adelaide, SA  

Last Rank: Lieutenant 

Last Unit: 2nd (Northern Adelaide) Battalion Volunteer Defence Corps  

Born: Adelaide, S.A., Australia, 1 August 1883 

Home Town: Prospect, Prospect, South Australia 

Occupation: Solicitor, Commission agent 

Died: Adelaide, S.A., Australia, 9 November 1953, aged 70 years, cause of death not yet discovered 

Cemetery: North Road Cemetery, S.A. 

Row 50N  

 
 
World War 2 Service 

 

30 Mar 1942: Involvement Lieutenant, SN S68314, 2nd (Northern Adelaide) Battalion Volunteer 

Defence Corps  
 

30 Mar 1942: Enlisted Adelaide, SA  

24 May 1944: Discharged  

 

 

  

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/364633
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/units/2
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/units/2
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/544769
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/units/551
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/places/376
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/cemeteries/39
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/units/551
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/units/551


 

Service Record 
 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=5827615 

 

  

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=5827615


 

Biography 

Early Years 

William Corin Holland was born on the 1st August 1883, the son of Thomas Corin Holland and Kate Bishop (Adelaide 

309/435). (See Appendix 1 for Family Tree) 

 

Schooling 

In 1895 William was in the Lower Third Form a Prince Alfred’s College, where in September 1898 he passed his 

Preliminary Exams.  He joined the PAC Cadet Corp in July 1900 and was a cadet for three years.  
 

 
In December 1902 William played in an Intercollegiate Cricket match for PAC versus St Peters and in the same month 

he passed his Senior Exams. 

 



 

 

 



 

University 

From 1903 to 1909 William was studying toward a Bachelor of Law at Adelaide University.  He completed his Final 

Certificate in Law in 1909. 

 

Sport 

William played cricket for the Stow Ramblers in the East Torrens Association from 1903 to 1909. However, in the 

second half of the 1909/1910 season William played at least three games for the Adelaide University Club. These 

games were played in January and perhaps covered absences from team due to university holidays. William had five 

innings, 2 n.o., high score 38*, total runs 60, average 20. He was considered a “useful” batsman.  

 

 

  
Family 

On 21st November 1906 William married LuLu (Louisa Laughton Hurst) the daughter of Mr H.L. Hurst, at Stow Church, 

(now the Pilgrim United Church), Flinders Street, Adelaide. 



 

 

 

William and LuLu had three children, LuLu Eileen born 1908, Laurence Corin born 1911 and Cecil Russell born May 

1913. In 1911 William and his family were living at Dover Street, Malvern.  

 

Both LuLu and William had a love of horses. Their names were frequently in the newspapers in 1912 and 1913, 

winning prizes in the pony tandem pairs with their chestnuts ‘Princess’ and ‘Dutchess’. 

 

Career 

William worked as a Solicitor for his father’s firm, Holland and Lathlean until at least 1912.  At some stage William 

commenced carrying on business as a commission agent. In this capacity he ran into financial and legal problems  



 

 

which resulted in him coming before the Insolvency Courts between September 1915 and March 1916. William’s 

behaviour was described as dishonest and his financial difficulties stemmed from gambling and share trading. As a 

result, William was jailed for 18 months. 

 

 

World War I 

On the 28th February 1917 William enlisted as a Private in the 27th Battalion, 20th Reinforcements. 

William was described as 33½ years of age, 5’9”, 126 lbs of medium complexion with hazel eyes and dark hair. His 

next of kin was his wife, Louisa and their address was 32 North East Road, Medindie.  William embarked on the 30 

October 1917 from Melbourne. He served with the 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital Staff in the UK. He suffered from 

appendicitis in January 1918. William returned to Australia as medically unfit on 6 Feb 1919. William was discharged 

from the AIF on 22nd Feb 1919 and joined the Australian Army Pay Corps on home service on the 6th March 1919. He 

was discharged from the AAPC on 21st August 1920. 

 

William’s three brothers also served in WWI. George Harold (1891) in the AIF and AFC, Frank Bishop (1895) served at 

Gallipoli and in France where he died as a result of wounds on 22 August 1916 and Thomas Lancelot (1899) who 

joined up in May 1918 but had not left Australia when the hostilities ceased on 11 November 1918. 

 



 

Post WWI 

After finishing his war service William joined the Real Estate firm, Alfred C. Catt, Son, & Co. at their Pirie Street 

Office. In July 1922 William was elected a Councillor for the Prospect Council a position he held until he retired from 

the role in May 1928.  

 
 

From the 14th August 1922 William was the manager of Alfred C. Catt, Son, & Co’s new office on the corner of Rose 

Street and Prospect Road, Prospect. William played tennis at the Prospect Gardens Club (1923) and bowls (1924). In 

December 1924 William and LuLu’s eldest son, Laurence Corin, won a scholarship to Prince Alfred’s College, at that 

time the family was living at Burwood Avenue, Nailsworth. In 1927 William endowed a Form Prize to PAC in memory 

of his brother who fell during the War. 

 

 
Private Frank Bishop Holland (seated), 27th Battalion of Millswood, SA, and an unidentified soldier also of the 27th 

Battalion. Pte Holland was killed in action on 22 August 1916 near Pozieres, France. 

 

In the 1920’s William was actively involved in the Prospect Horses-In-Action Society, He was the Secretary for the 

society for a number of year, showed his harness pony and acted as clerk of the scales and in other stewardship roles 

at shows.  



 

PROSPECT HORSES-IN-ACTION SOCIETY. (1928, October 22). The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), p. 26. 

Retrieved June 26, 2017, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article29308708 

 

W.C. Holland – Back Row – 1st Left 

 

In 1939, William was unfortunately involved in a serious motor vehicle accident in which he knocked down a 

pedestrian crossing O’Connell St, North Adelaide. 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article29308708


 

After having previously been a highly active Prospect councillor, he maintained an interest in their affairs. In 1939 he 

was one of several citizens who opposed the building of a new City Hall. 

 

World War II  

William enlisted for home service on 30 March 1942, Adelaide, SA. He was commissioned as a Lieutenant in the 2nd 

(Northern Adelaide) Battalion Volunteer Defence Corps. He served as a Liaison Officer for the RSL. 

Later Life 

William’s wife LuLu died at home at 31 Burwood Avenue, Nailsworth on 7th January 1949. William died on the 9th 

November 1953, aged 70 years and is buried at the North Road Cemetery.  

 

Family Legacy 

William and LuLu’s elder children (Lulu and Laurence) both studied medicine at Adelaide University. LuLu married 

fellow medical student Alfred Henry Humphry in 1933. LuLu gained a B.Sc. in 1935 and her husband, MB BS in 1937. 

 

 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/units/551
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/units/551


 

Laurence gained his MB BS in 1935. After completing his residency, he practiced at Snowtown SA. He married Miss 

Mary Elizabeth (Betty) Hollidge in 1937 

 

 
 Captain Laurence Corin Holland served in the AAMC in WWII.  

 

William and LuLu’s  youngest son, Cecil Russell “George” Holland, became an accountant. Although he did not 

complete his studies, he played some B Grade games for the Adelaide University Cricket Club in the mid-1930s. He 

served in the Middle East in WWII as part of the Australian Army Pay Corp. In 1942 after his return (through illness) 

to a position at the 34th Australian Cash Office, he met and married nursing sister, Mildred Grace North in 1945, a 

Tasmanian who was stationed at the Heidelberg 115 Military Hospital. 

 

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer and Rob O’Shannassy AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 

Sources and Acknowledgements: 
The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 

RSL Virtual Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 
The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – William Corin Holland) 
State Library of SA 

 

 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/


 

Appendix 1 – Family Tree of William Corin Holland 

 

 

 

Holland, William Corin  v.3 


