 Arthur John Gelston
Arthur John Gelston, Also known as ‘Jack Gelston’, was born on the 3rd of August 1892 in a town called Hawthorn located in Victoria, Australia.
Arthur John Gelston was born to Mrs. Elizabeth Emma Gelston (maiden name Weman) and Mr. Hastings Atkins Gelston. Arthur was the third youngest out of his 7 other siblings.
Hedley Ringrose Gelston (1883 – 1948) Figure 1, Arthur Gelston’s birth certificate

Richard Hastings Gelston (1885 – 1964)
[image: ]Hubert Cecil Gelston (1887 – 1906, aged 19 of typhoid fever) 
Laura May Read (1888 – 1972, Maiden name Gelston)Figure 2, BDM section on ‘The Register’ Newspaper

Anges Gwendoline Kealy (1890 – 1952, Maiden name Gelston)
Arthur John Gelston (1892 – 1982)
Esther Elizabeth Kranz (1898 – 1984, Maiden name Gelston)
Kathleen Rita Goss (1901 – 1981, Maiden name Gelston)
[image: NAA: B2455, GELSTON A J]Obviously at some stage the family moved to Adelaide from Victoria because Arthur attended school at Christian Brothers College in Adelaide, South Australia, a few years prior to the outbreak of the First World War. The day before he turned 23 Gelston enlisted into 13th reinforcements for the 16th Infantry Battalion on the 2nd of August 1915. On his attestation paper Gelston stated his mother, Elizabeth Gelston as his next of kin and her address, deciphered as Clifton Street, Hawthorn. His attestation paper also states that he had previously worked as a clerk prior to enlisting.
Arthur was a 5’8” (173cm) ‘natural born’ British with a fair complexion and fair hair with blue eyes; His religious domination was Roman Catholic.
Gelston started in the 16th infantry battalion unit and then later was moved to the 48th battalion. This is because the 16th battalion was split into the 48th battalion and provided with more experience soldiers. His service number is 4146.Figure 3, Attestation paper of enlistment

Timeline
On the 4th of August 1915, Arthur John Gelston arrived at the training camp in Egypt where he underwent training until his embarkation to France in June 1916.
On the 17th of March 1916, Gelston was reverted back to the rank of Private, until the 24th of March where he was promoted to the rank of temporary corporal. Later, on the 17th of May, Arthur was promoted to the rank of Sergeant[image: NAA: B2455, GELSTON A J].
[image: A close-up of a letter

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The 48th battalions first major battle in the first world war occurred in Pozieres in France which had happened on two different occasions, ranging from the 5th – 7th of August and the 12th – 15th of August. Then, during the first fire, on the 7th of August, Gelston was wounded during his battle in France suffering a gunshot wound to his right knee. (On the casualty form it is written: ‘number 7 bone d. [could possibly refer to damage or depression of bone due to blunt force trauma.] GSW right knee)’. Eight days later, Arthur was taken to a hospital in Etaples to be treated; And after facing recovery, Gelston marched into Etaples from the hospital where he rejoined the 48th battalion on the 25th of November 1916.Figure 4, Casualty form

Prior to his injury, Gelston was a witness to Lance Corporal Harry Williams Birt’s death. Gelston wrote a statement recounting a conversation that he’d had with Corporal Birt that day and then learning he had been killed only a few hours later. see figure 5. Birt’s body was not recovered.Figure 5, Letter written by Arthur John Gelston

[image: A close-up of a newspaper

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Two months prior to his return to the battalion, AJ Gelston was promoted to Warrant officer class II, vice “C.S.M” (Company Sergeant Major) until his promotion to 2nd Lieutenant in the following year, the 23rd of February 1917.
Later that year, on the 24th of April, Arthur was admitted to the hospital again in Amesbury, and then again on the 12th of September, later that year in a hospital in Etaples.
Then, on the 1st of December, Gelston was promoted to Lieutenant; the following year, on the 26th of November 1918, several days after the armistice and the seeming end of the First World War, Arthur was awarded the MiD. (Mentioned in dispatches) Mentioned in dispatches is a British and Commonwealth award that is granted for distinguished service during action.Figure 6, The Brisbane Courier, Personal note to Gelston’s Brother; Hedley

Finally, on the 15th of November 1919, Lieutenant Arthur John Gelston returned back to his homeland, Australia. Reunited with his family and friends again. On the 6th of February 1920, two years after the war concluded, Arthur Gelston was awarded the Military Cross for “conspicuous gallantry and initiative in command of a platoon during the operation near Le Verquier, north-west of St. Quentin...” on the 18th of September 1918. Where he fought the enemy, and once completed, proceeded to move ahead. And when faced with an enemy he and his platoon had successfully caused many casualties on the other end and resulted in a surrender from the enemy.
C. 1920 Gelston was awarded the British war medal after disembarkation. Victory medal was also awarded along with the BWM.
· Arthur John Gelston was admitted to hospital a few times due to cases of VDG. (venereal disease gonorrhoea – a sexually transmitted disease, common during the first world war.)
[image: A person in a military uniform

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: ]Gelston then went on to live for another 64 years until his death on the 23rd of September 1982, aged 90 years old. His service was held at Enfield memorial park and was cremated on the 27th of September 1982. Figure 7, Photograph of Uncle “Jack”, (Lieutenant).
Figure 8, Photograph of Uncle “Jack”.

[image: ][image: P10687.098.001]Figure 9, Informal group photo of the 48th battalion – Arthur John Gelston is seen, from left to right, 5th in the 5th row.
Figure 10, Group photo of the 48th battalion – Arthur John Gelston is spotted, from left to right, second in the middle row.
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The Brisbane Courier (Qld. : 1864-1933), Wednesday 22 January 1919, page 9
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