Football Club: A Grade (1911-15)

and
Cricket Club: B Grade (1911-15)
Sports Awards: Blue - Football (1911)
Adelaide University: BA, Hons (1914), MA, Hons (1928)
Oxford: Dip Anthropology (1921), BSc (1934), DSc (1941)




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King and
Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1
Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one of our
players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure
their sacrifices and further contributions to society will be
recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket bearing
a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Francis Edgar

Williams. It is compilation of information and photographs
collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




Service Record



https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=1806833

Virtual War Memorial Australia - https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/611022

VIRITUR

WILLIAMS, Francis Edgar

Service Numbers:
Enlisted:

Last Rank:

Last Unit:

Born:

Home Town:

Schooling:
Occupation:
Died:

Cemetery:

Memorials:

L

WAR MEMORIAL
AUS'RALIAQ

V146974, VX136033 ! !

31 May 1915, Keswick, South Australia

World War 1 Service

31 May 1915:
16 Dec 1915:

Enlisted AIF WW1, Private, Keswick, South Australia
Promoted AIF WW1, Second Lieutenant

) 7 Feb 1916: Involvement AIF WW1, Second Lieutenant, 32nd Infantry
Captain Battalion, Enlistment/Embarkation WW1
Australian New Guinea Administrative Unit 7 Feb 1916: Embarked AIF WW1, Second Lieutenant, 32nd Infantry
Unley, South Australia, 9 February 1893 Battalion, HMAT Miltiades, Adelaide
Port Moresby, National Capital District, Papua, Papua New 25 Nov 1916: Promoted AIF WW1, Lieutenant, 32nd Infantry Battalion
Guinea 15 Jan 1918: Involvement AIF WW1, Captain, Dunsterforce
Kyre College and Adelaide University 28 Feb 1919: Promoted AIF WW1, Captain, Hon. Capt.
Student 12 May 1919: Discharged AIF WW1, Captain, 32nd Infantry Battalion

Accidental (plane crash), New Guinea, 12 May 1943, aged 50
years

Port Moresby (Bomana) War Cemetery, Papua New Guinea

Adelaide University of Adelaide WW1 Honour Roll,
Australian War Memorial Roll of Honour, Unley Town Hall
WW1 Honour Board

World War 2 Service

18 Feb 1941:
8 Mar 1943:

12 May 1943:

Enlisted Citizen Military Forces (CMF) / Militia - WW2,
Lieutenant, SN V146974, Melbourne, Victoria

Involvement 2nd AIF WW 2, Captain, SN VX136033,
Australian New Guinea Administrative Unit

Involvement 2nd AIF WW 2, Captain, SN VX136033,
Australian New Guinea Administrative Unit

The AIF Project (University of NSW) - https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=324773

T
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Francis Edgar WILLIAMS

Place of birth Unley South Australia
Religion Baptist

Occupation Student

Address Unley Park, South Australia
Marital status Single

Age at embarkation 22

Next of kin
Enlistment date
Rank on enlistment
Unit name

AWM Embarkation Roll

number
Embarkation details

Rank from Nominal Roll
Unit from Nominal Roll

Fate
Date of death

Father, David Williams, High Street, Unley Park, South Australia
8 June 1915

Private

32nd Battalion, 3rd Reinforcement

23/49/2

Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A28 Miltiades
on 7 February 1916

Lieutenant

32nd Battalion

Returned to Australia 28 February 1919

12 May 1943



https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/611022
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=324773

Published Biography

10/19/2017 Biography - Francis Edgar Williams - Australian Dictionary of Biography

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/williams-francis-edgar-9109 1/2

Williams, Francis Edgar (1893—-1943) by Michael W. Young

Francis Edgar Williams (1893-1943), anthropologist and public servant, was born on 9 February 1893 at Malvern,
Adelaide, son of David Williams, architect, and his wife Annie, née Good. Educated at Kyre College, a Baptist school,
and the University of Adelaide (B.A., 1914), he graduated with first-class honours and several awards. Although
selected as a Rhodes Scholar in 1915, Williams enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force, serving for two years as a
lieutenant in France and subsequently as a captain with Dunsterforce in Persia.

After the war Williams took up his scholarship at Balliol College, Oxford, where in 1921 he studied under R. R.
Marett and gained a diploma in anthropology with distinction. In 1922 he was appointed assistant government
anthropologist in the Territory of Papua, then firmly governed by (Sir) Hubert Murray. Williams was promoted to
government anthropologist in 1928, a post he held for the rest of his life.

In December 1926 he had married Constance Laura Denness, a kindergarten teacher from Vancouver, Canada.

During his distinguished anthropological career Williams undertook a remarkable amount of field-work. Of his
nineteen years in the Territory, he spent more than five living in Papuan villages. Murray suspected that he was
'quite indifferent to discomforts', though Williams admitted to a 'sheer dislike of long isolation'. He completed
major studies of seven distinct and widely separated cultures: Vailala (Purari Delta, 1922-23), Orokaiva (Northern
Division, 1923-25); Keraki (Morehead River, 1926-32); Koiari (Central Division, 1929-31); Elema (Gulf Division, 1923-
37), Foi (Southern Highlands, 1938-39), and Keveri (Eastern Division, 1940). He also made shorter studies of at least
a dozen other societies.

Of the many reports he wrote for the Papuan government, four were published as monographs by Oxford
University Press: Orokaiva Magic (1928); Orokaiva Society (1930) for which in 1928 he had been awarded an M.A.
honours degree by the University of Adelaide; Papuans of the Trans-Fly (1936) which gained him a B.Sc. from
Oxford (1934); and Drama of Orokolo (1940) for which he received an Oxford D.Sc. (1941). Among his other
honours were the Wellcome gold medal for anthropological research (1933), the Cilento medal (1935) and a
Rockefeller fellowship (1933-34). In 1939 he was elected president of the anthropology section of the Australian
and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science.

A careful and thorough ethnographer, Williams nevertheless admitted to being an indifferent linguist who rarely
made the effort to learn vernaculars. His writing style was clear, candid, unpretentious, and at times wryly self-
deprecating. While not a major theorist, he was a searching and rigorous one, who made some strikingly original
theoretical observations. His analyses of certain systems of kinship and marriage, for example, foreshadowed
exchange theory and the structuralism of Claude Lévi-Strauss.

While accepting in part the reigning doctrine of British functionalism, he had the practical experience to judge its
limitations. For him, a culture was not an 'integrated system', but 'always ... to some extent a hotch-potch and a
sorry tangle'. In his isolation from the academy Williams developed his own approach and addressed those issues
he saw to be salient in the cultures he studied, rather than those which his academic colleagues (notably Bronislaw
Malinowski and A. R. Radcliffe-Brown) deemed to be important. The result was a body of published work unusual
in its ethnographic range, integrity and pragmatic focus, albeit one unjustly neglected by his peers.

Although his published work has lasting scientific value, it was as an applied anthropologist concerned with 'native
welfare' that Williams was employed; his salary was provided from a native benefits fund raised by taxing Papuans.
An essential qualification for the job was the ability to get on with Murray whose large ego brooked no opposition.
Williams was companionable, modest, yet forthright, and Murray respected him. Both were benevolently
paternalistic in their attitude to Papuan welfare, but Murray did not take kindly to unsolicited advice, and
Williams's innumerable recommendations were usually ignored.



http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/williams-francis-edgar-9109%201/2

With Murray's warm approval, Williams founded and edited a monthly newspaper in simple English, the Papuan
Villager (1929-42): designed to promote 'native education', its sententious content and patronizing tone made it
more a vehicle for colonial propaganda. Williams advocated the 'blending of cultures': the best of traditional arts
and ceremonies with the most progressive elements of European culture, such that the Papuan remained
recognizably himself. An impossibly fine line had to be drawn, for Williams abhorred crude 'Europeanization’.
Christianity, he allowed, had to be part of the blending process. A rationalist himself, he was, nonetheless, largely
sympathetic toward the work of the missions, while deploring the destructive effects of over-zealous missionaries.

He attempted to interpret Papuan cultures so that they might be appreciated and even admired by Europeans for
their rich artistic and ceremonial achievements. The hevehe ceremonies of Orokolo in particular impressed him
deeply and he argued powerfully (but to little avail) for their preservation. His greatest coup, perhaps, was to
prevent the suppression of the 'bull-roarer cult' in the Gulf of Papua.

He supported land reform, but—surprisingly for an anthropologist—was against communalism, believing that the
sooner Papuans became individualistic peasant proprietors the better. He promoted the idea of village self-
government, yet held no hopes of more general political developments in Papua: 'There is always the need for
sober Toryism in our guardianship of the native'.

In May 1941, when the Pacific War was imminent, Williams was made responsible for air-raid precautions in Port
Moresby. Soon afterwards he enlisted in Brisbane where he served with military intelligence, compiling manuals
for the Allied Geographical Section. In early 1943 he returned to Papua to serve as a liaison officer with the rank of
captain in the Australian New Guinea Administrative Unit. On 12 May 1943 he was killed in a plane crash in the
Owen Stanley Range.

Survived by his wife and son, he was buried in a military cemetery at Bomana.

Citation and Sources:

10/19/2017 Biography - Francis Edgar Williams - Australian Dictionary of Biography
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/williams-francis-edgar-9109 2/2 E. Schwimmer (ed), Francis Edgar Williams (Brisb, 1976)

T. Austin, Technical Training and Development in Papua 1894-1941 (Canb, 1977) Oceania, 14, no 2, Dec 1943, p 91

D. J. F. Griffiths, The Career of F. E. Williams, Government Anthropologist of Papua, 1922-43 (M.A. thesis, Australian National
University, 1977)

Williams papers, 1921-43 (National Archives of Papua New Guinea).Citation details

Michael W. Young, 'Williams, Francis Edgar (1893-1943)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography,
Australian National University,

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/williams-francis-edgar-9109/text16063, published first in hardcopy 1990, accessed online 19
October 2017.

This article was first published in hardcopy in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 12, (MUP), 1990
View the front pages for Volume 12
© Copyright Australian Dictionary of Biography, 2006-2017

For further details on FE Williams — refer to the National Archives of Australia

Francis Edgar Williams, anthropologist of Papua — Fact sheet 235

http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/fact-sheets/fs235.aspx

The fact sheet contains a brief biography on Francis’ life and links to the records held in a number of Australia
archives relating to F.E. Williams.



http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/fact-sheets/fs235.aspx

Records holdings on F E Williams

Records relating to F. E. Williams held by the National Archives and the Australian War Memorial include records on
his appointment as Assistant Government Anthropologist (and later Government Anthropologist) for Papua, papers
written by him about the native peoples of Papua, and files of his wartime Army service.

See also:
Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F.E. Williams
Unley WWI Honour Board http://unleyww1.weebly.com/w.html

Books and Paters written by F.E. Williams (National Library of Australia)
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Search/Home?lookfor=francis+edgar+williams&type=all&limit%5B%5D=&submit=Find
&filter[]=author-cluster:%22Williams%2C%20Francis%20Edgar%2C%201893-1943%22

Additional Biography

Early Life
Francis Edgar Williams was born of the 9t of February 1893, the son of David Williams and Annie Good. Francis was

one of six children. His siblings were Irene Florence (b 1885), Mabel Evangeline (b 1886), Leslie Good (b 1889), Arthur
Evan (b 1890) and Edith Beatrice (b 1896).

His father, David Williams was an architect with the firm Williams & Good, Waymouth Street, Adelaide. The family
were living at High Street, Unley Park when Francis enlisted in 1915.

Schooling
Francis completed all his later primary and secondary education at Kyre College (the forerunner of Scotch College)

from 1903 to 1910. After having an outstanding academic career where he topped every year but one, in his final
year he was awarded the Tennyson Medal and won a government bursary to study at the University of Adelaide.

At Kyre College he participated in football (1910 Captain of 1st XVIIl), cricket, athletics and gymnastics. He won the
cup at the Kyre College sports in 1910. In 1911 he was awarded the Andrew Scott prize for Latin with Colin Gore
Stewart. In 1912, Francis was on the committee of the Kyre College Old Boys’ Association.

1909

F.E. Williams
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Kyre College — Staff and Students — 1 November 1909

KYRE COLLEGE STAFF
AND STUDENTS,
November 1, 1909

Top Row (left to right) -
V.Y.Richardson,
C.W.H.Fuller, L.E.Raymond,
R.D.K.Hood, L.K.Swann,
H.T.Johnson, L.H.Lewin,
H.H.Finlayson,
icholson, H.F.Zschorn,
.A.W.Russell, P.S.Messent,
L.V.Ragless,
A.G.H.Sandow, L.S.Bell,
G.D.L.Prince, J.C.Maslin,
F.A.Messent, C.F.Evans,
E.F.Skewes, W.V.T.Peek.

Second Row -

C.B.Chinner, B.K.Simpson,
C.W.Exton, A.R.Withers,
M.F.Samson, K.G.Serymgour,
J.M.Sinclair, C.C.Charlton,
H.A.Wyllie, J.T.Ashton,
E.R.Goode, A.M.Brice,
S.P.L.Prince, J.F.Dunstan,
G.H.Rofe, F.E.Williams,
C.W.Stump, E.A.Ridgeway,
R.J.Stevenson,
J.H.Strangman, W.K.Steward,
A.E.Lipman, H.W.Kernot.

Third Row -

E.B.White, M.G.D.Basey,
C.E.Riley, F.J.Maslin,
E.R.Scott,

M.M.Wauchope. G.D.Mudie,
P.C.Giles, A.J.L.Sutherland,
T.W.Sinclair. R.N.Oakes,
R.H.Knowles, A.L.Duffield,
H.L.Evans, H.K.Bakewell,
H.S.Smith, E.E.Tolley,
E.J.Withers, E.Osbourne,
A.Tennant, E.B.Withers,
S.A.R.Tonkin. J.L.Tolley.

Fourth Row -

B.E.C.Tuck, S.R.Smith,
F.N.Pannell, W.S.Brennan,
B.H.Passow, P.H.Mahar,
J.G.Murray,

Mr F.J.H.Steward,

Mr A. B.Ellis,

Mr E.N.Marshall,

Mr D.H.Hollidge, M.A.,
Miss E.D.Proud, B.A.,

Mr A.R.D.W. Leonard,
P.C.Anderson, W.E.Pannell,
A.C.Nelson, J.C.Cattermole,
G.A.Crossing,
L.W.M.Shakespeare,
D.T.Hood.

Front Row -

H.W.Florey, D.A.Peek,
A.E.Knapman, W.Winnall,
R.J.Legoe,
H.H.Hittmann.R.G.Hitcheox,
R.D.Bakewell, G.G.Hittmann,
W.H.G.Leschen, C.E.James,
E.A.Bowen, K.D.Davison,
D.H.Smith, D.J.Bower,
E.Parton, H.F.Hustler,
R.F.Fairbrother,
L.R.Lindsay, J.H.Swan,
K.S.Messent, L.A.P.Spiller,
C.Duryea, A.Dick,
S.R.Warman, D.S.Smith,
J.M.R.Stuart, J.Winnall.

FE Williams - Second Row from Back — Eighth from Right

“The Kyrian” — Kyre College Magazine — “First Eighteen” Football Team 1910

FIRST EIGHTEEN.

F.E. Williams — Captain — Middle Row — Holding Football




“The Kyrian” — Kyre College Magazine

Kyre College Old Boys’ Association Committee
Critic (Adelaide, SA : 1897-1924) 16 October 1912

KEYRE COLLEGE OLD BOYS' ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE.

St e - B, N, Marshadl, B. R Goode, A. M. Brice, F. BE. Williams Nifting—F, V I*'v:frn (Troas),
H. Dwyar (Vice:Pres.), D, I Holledge, MLA (Pres), F. K. Gould (Sec.), A. B, BEllls, B.A.

F.E. Williams — Back Row - Far Right




Adelaide University (1911 - 1914)

Francis again had a first-class academic record at Adelaide University, graduating in 1914 with a Bachelor of Arts
Degree (1st Class Honours Classics). He was awarded the Roby Fletcher Prize (1913), the David Murray Scholarship
(1914) and the 1915 Rhodes Scholarship.

University Sport

Cricket
Francis played for the Adelaide University Cricket Club (B Grade 1911-15).

Boat
While at University he was also a member of the Rowing Club.

Football

Francis played for the Adelaide University Football Club (A Grade 1911-1915). He was the club secretary in 1913
and club vice-captain in 1915. He played Intervarsity football in 1911, 1912, 1913 (v-c) and 1914. In his first year
with the Club, he was a member of the 1911 Premiership Team. Francis was awarded a Blue for Football in 1911.

Adelaide University Football Team — Premiers - 1911
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F.E. Williams -front row second on right




BACK ROW: T.B. Sard, W.]. Phillips, A.E. Williams,L.B. Laurie, C.R. Cole, W.]J: Price, A.H. Limb, E.G. Dorsch,
L. Carthew, ]J.D. Northley, C. Gurner. :
MIDDLE ROW: N.V, Mengerson, C.E. Pellew, L.A. Hayward (Vice-Captain), J.W. Blacket (Captain), D.M. Steele, W.A. Rollison.
FRONT ROW: L.G. Holmes, F.E. Williams, H.C. Thrush, W.O. Jose.

F.E. Williams -front row second from left

“The Kyrian” — Kyre College Magazine - 1915




1915 Rhodes Scholar

Observer (Adelaide, SA - 1905 - 1931)

Sat 12 Dec 1914 Page 32

THE RHODES SCHOLAR-

SHIP.

MR. F. E. WILLIAMS.

A meeting of the Rhodes Selection Com-
mittee was beld at Government House on
Monday to consider the applications and
interview the candidates for the Rbhodes
Schiolamship for 1915 ¢ full commitlce
met—His {-x(\'llf'nq the Governor (Chair-
man), the Chief Justice (Sir Samuel Way),
Mr. Juastice Murni\ l’roxouor Stirling, Pro-
fessor Darnley Naylor, and . J. R.
Fowler, and the Hon, Secrcun' (Mr. C. R.
HOJge) Two applications only were re-
ceived, and after the committee hLad inter-
viewed the candidates, Francis Edgar Wil-
liams was selecled as the Rhodes Scholar
for next year.

MR. F. E, WILLIAMS,

Mr, Williams, who in a son of Mr, David
Willinins, of Williams & Good, architeets,
was born om February 9, 1803, and
the following are some pnrtlcuhn of
his career: — Edoeation.—10031910, at
Kyre College; top throughout, excep: one
ear; 1903, primary in wix subjects; 1908,
i unior In seven subjects, three credite; 1008
senior in eight cubjutu, pix credits, second
prize of £5; 1910 higher in five subjech
three credits, T son medal, Government
Dorenry: 1611010 et University—1911
guux literary, and first year Latin uci

ek (all first division), shared Andrew

Seou prhe 1913, Second year Latin and
e 181 ey s o (o
on c an e
first division), H y?:u’ 1014, |

el o ol (st class), Darid
Nnmy scholarship. Athletics.—1000 and
Championship; 1910, Nports

ynmnhcn —1910, top of school |
‘ootbull —1810, eiptain |
ol tnn T 1911 1914, with Lniscnnty'

..&’

ei.btem Blue mmed in 1911, !
(.\'icht ~1009, 1910, ecollege eloven:
1012, Uninr-ny B. team, Rowlnz.—-,
DM July, Senior Schools Bacu,

mbc 5, Lmvenm cight.,

dash eighte, &e. 1908, 1000, vice-carwn
college football team: 1910, captain
same; 1012, Treosurer of Arts Amssociation;

1014, Viec-President of same; 1913, 8ub-

‘Treasurer of A.U. Sports Association; 1013,

Secretary of A.U. Football Ciub.




World War |

Francis put his studies on hold and on the 8™ of June 1915, he enlisted in the AIF at Keswick, SA. He was 22 years and
three months old, 5’6" tall, 157 Ibs, with a fair complexion, grey eyes and fair hair. His mother was listed as his next-
of-kin. Francis had no previous military experience. As his occupation was initially recorded as labourer, it is possible
that Francis was working to accumulate funds before commencing his studies under the Rhodes Scholarship.

After undertaking some basic training in SA, and becoming a Certified Sergeant, Francis was sent to Officers School
from the 1° of September 1915, and he gained a Commission on the 16" of December 1915. He became a 2"
Lieutenant in the 3/32" Battalion. On his application for a Commission (below) his father was named as his next-of-
kin.




Francis departed from Adelaide, Australia on the 7" of February 1916, onboard the HMAT Miltiades, and
disembarked on the 11" of March 1916 at Suez. There he joined the 8% Training Battalion and had a brief spell in the
Hospital at Cairo due to illness.

On the 6" of June 1916, he departed from Alexandrina, Egypt onboard the HMT Francania disembarking at
Plymouth, England on the 16™ of June 1916. He was sent to the Musketry School at Tidsworth. On the 29t of August
1916, Francis arrived at Estaples, France.

Francis was promoted to Lieutenant in the 32" Battalion on the 25" of November 1916. He was on special leave in
France from the 28" of June 1917 to the 3™ of July 1917. On the 29" of July 1917, he was appointed a Musketry
officer. From the 10™ to the 28™ of October, Francis was on leave in the UK. After a further period in France, he was
sent back to England on duty in January 1918.

Having been selected for special duty, Francis was appointed a temporary Captain in the Imperial Army on the 15" of
January 1918. He embarked from Southampton on the 29% of January 1918 and disembarked at Basrah, Persia (now
known as Basra, an Iraqi city located on the Shatt al-Arab between Kuwait and Iran) on the 2" of March 1918. On
the 19" of March 1918 he joined the Dunsterforce.

JAUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL JO1270

Portrait of Captain Francis Edgar Williams, originally 32nd Battalion and now part of the Dunsterforce,
riding a chestnut horse named 'Toby' through the countryside of the Persian Plateau.




The Dunsterforce was created at the end of 1917, as “the likelihood of Russia making a separate peace treaty gave
rise to fears as to the security of Persia, Afghanistan and hence the north west frontier of India. Consequently, a
mission was established under Major General Lionel Charles Dunsterville CB, CSI which became known as
Dunsterforce, comprising of around 500 men and a small number of vehicles. The aim of Dunsterforce was to
organize and train local groups of Georgians and Armenians to counter Turkish operations in the Caucasus”.!

__ e

R MEMORIAL ' o ‘ 101312

F.E. Williams - Left
Group of three Dunsterforces Officers
Identified from left to right: Captain Francis Edgar Williams, originally 32nd Battalion; Captain Eric George Scott-Olsen, MC, originally 55th
Battalion, and Captain Richard Henry Hooper, MC, originally 58th Battalion.

On the 21° of September 1918, Francis was wounded slightly but remained on duty. He then spent some time in
hospital at Bijar (Iran) in October 1918 with enteritis.

On the 5 of January 1919, he embarked at Basrah, onboard the HMAT Ascanius, bound for Australia. He

relinquished the temporary rank of Captain with the Imperial Army and was promoted to Honorary Captain in the
AIF on the 28 of February 1919.

L https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C188269




After a short stopover in India, the HMAT Ascanius departed the sub-continent on the 28" of February 1919 and
returned to Australia on the 28™ of March 1919. His appointment with the AIF was terminated on the 12" of March
1919.

Further details of Francis” WWI activities are detailed in the newspaper article and the typed document from his
service record below.

Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922), Tuesday 18 March 1919

AUSTRALIANS IN PERSIA. |

Having been told that the work they
wounld be asked to do was of such a charac-
ter that all who engaged in it would
probably lose their lives, a party of 100
ecommissioned officers and 250 sergeants at
the request of the War Office, left England
carly in 1918 for a destination which was
kept a secret until the eve of their de

ure, The party included 18 Austra-
jan officers and 20 Australian sergeantas,
among whom were Captain McVilly, M.C,,
the well-known oarsman of Tasmania, and
Captain F. E. Williams, the South Aus
tralian Rhodes scholar for 1915, who i3 a
pon of Mr. D. Williams, of the firm of
filliams & Good, architects. Captain
Savige, DS.O, of Melbourne, who was
aleo a member of the party, and has re-
turned to Australia, stated recently that
when their task was explamed to them
they learned that they were to be used
to block the way of the Germans through
Persia to India. 4 After do-
gori the difficulties met with
on their journey through Pemia,
Captain Savige stated that eventually
they secured a line of conntry over 1,000
miles long, and the roads and passes
which blocked the way to India.  They
were under Major-General Dupsterville
(the original of Kipling's “Btalky™), and
they lived on the eountry, which was swept
bfv famime. Their food econsisted mainly
of rice and sheep. One of the first tasks
General Dunsterville’s force had to accom-
plish besides policing villages and organis-
ing food supplies for starving villages, was
the organization of working parties of
natives. Villagers were gud for their
labor m repairing old roads and making
nen ones. By {uttmg the roads in order
it hecame {ﬁoun le to bring up sufficient
troopa for the dash through to Baku. When
that bold stroke was undertaken it wasg
hoped that, with the arrival of a stiffen-
ing of British infantry, a strong local army
could be organised in  the Cauncama.
The foree which reached Baku travelled
by boat from Resht to that port. ¥t in-
cluded the English infantry brigade, and
took charge of the oil wells. Though out-
numbered gixteen to one, it repu every
attack made upon it, but finally evacuated
the tawn. The Armenians and Bolshevista
in Bakn would not help the British, and
even fired on the force when it was leaving.
“On the whole, I think our venture was
& maccess,” gaid Captain Savige. “We gno-
ceeded m _blockm%ethe enemy’s way fo
lgthdxn,.dmte all ¢ obstacles we met







Post War Career and Family Life

After WWI, Francis returned to England where he took up his Rhodes Scholarship and gained a Diploma in
Anthropology with distinction from Balliol College, Oxford in 1921. While he was a student at Oxford, Francis made
three trips to the Continent including travelling to Austria and Germany.

Francis returned to Australia onboard the RMS Ormonde on the 30™ of January 1922.

His impressions were recorded in the newspaper article below:

The Register {Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 1 February 1922

'YOUNG AUSTRALIAN ABROAD!

Impressions of & Rhodes Scholar

|

Mz F. E Wiliams, who was appainted | The

' Rhodes Seholar for South Australis for
1915, but did oot take up his regidence at
| Omford until after he had speat aboutl
fthneud.ha.fyuninwum'mh

| did not seem to be as mach unemplorment

- France and Persa, returned home by the

RMS. Ormoode on Monday. He ® 3 00 had

of Mr. David Wiliams, of the fiom of
Messrs, Wilksms & Good, antitecta, of
Addaide, and 3 28 years of age. In the
fighting for bis country he attained to the
raak of captain, He has had a gy suc
cessful academical carver, and after a

month's bolidsy with his parents, he wil |

proceed to Papua as the Commonwealth
Goverument Assistant Anthropologit. In
the course of & coat on Tuesday he stated
that he had epent three vacations on the
Continent. In Aaguet and September last
be visited Germany and Austria. It was
the custom for two or three students W
make the trips together, and in his case
| be had always had an enjoyable time. As
& matter of fact, the Cermans and the Aue
trians had almost gooe out ol their way to
be pleasant. They appeared to (ke the
Eogafiman rather well, bul they detested
the Fromoiman, Distress wag ot noticed
in Germany or Astria iunlose it was lovked
for purtkwarly, and ihe poxition was the)

same in Engand He was in Vienna for l!
va‘km:nd things then were as qmtbcu
amobg Lhe peopie, althoogh '

Nacoms rillod Jnter, Gotmasy had o

the appearanccs of prosperity, asd thers

of 4 many oafers there as in

re #nd & marked difference beiween
the raflway services of Germany and Aus
tria, the former being moch the better and
far more efficient. %be same remark ap
plied to other Jdepartments of Ve two|
countriea, [t conversation about the war,
men there who bad been in it did not show
asy bitterness towards the English who |

sen wervice, (¥ course, they never
thought nor admitted that bhad been |
in the The Germans he had met

considered fhat they had been persecut-d
by the Alies, and not that the Father
Iand had been responsible for the war.
—South Acstralans at Oxford.—
Roferring to South Austraians at Ox
ford, Mr. Williame stated that Memrs.
Cairos and Rischbeth bad started what was
jermed the Britidh Univers Los’ Ausira'inn
Association. [t was & commendabe little
organuzation, but it waw straggiing for ccie
wnoe. [t ohjet was to get topother Ox-|
{ord and Cambridge men who had returned
to Austrais. They coud be of matera
assistanee 0 Rb Schelars and others
about to go to the universtis
in the country. I8 was hoped
that some sort of clubs would be formed
in the various Stales. Severul old Rhode
scholars were evincing keen nierest in the
matter. The Rhodes wcholars cenerally
were o good, hearty ot of felows OF
Asstralians of one sort or another, thero
were at present dboat 70 at Oxford, They
always did well  Probably they ook mat
t‘::”m eriously than did the home sia-




~Annreciation of the Rbodes’ Bogoewt.— | —The Papuan Appointment.—
bequent. and recognises his indebtedness be assistant to Dr. Strong a Papny

wes

value aad dt:‘r:dbkn.- ol the mynner of Fving, and their eiatoms

olherw!
e

£
e

remar-ed that,
could not be inciuded |

of the stodent, the grant, w
on account of the war, was al

ale lugurve

yoing fellow shouid
. Rh:{nhi

lasiaze to have the opnortanity not onlv to
'y tuo an Jnlhh‘;mmm. bu; especially a:.m soem t
W Hve Ser & wle W oid country, clase of mudy to be undertaken,
which wea in itell 3 wooderiul edoeation. &
People who did not go outaides of Australia |
muat be more or less perdehial. A trip
abroad one-ned one's eyee very much,
Rhodes Scholams in rarticnlar owed much
to the great benelactor who bad made it
posrble for them to » ia Eagland. |
Worde fatled to adejtstely expross the |
' thanka of the beneficiarien The Colonial
(Club ot Oxford, jormed by Aceiralians,
South Alricars Canadiane, and New Zea- |
anders, bad been discwsing o scheme
| wherdor subacrintions abould be provided
by old Rbodes Scholare to enable an Eng
| lish gradoste to be eent away iy |
to gain va! dominion , That
‘vn v being considersd a8 3 mack of
aporeciation of what the lats Cectl Rhodee |
| bad dooe for_the Rhodew #-holary,

As one who had benefited by the Rbhodes’ | Mr. Will ams pxplained that he n;aoa
R
warm in bis apprecistion 30h would be to stody the nat ves, thewr

conceraing t5¢ | pel pim of the wark was to belp i the

of the grant 0 ' giministration of the country. The An- |

y bis way in E0p ghroeologieal riment woull not have

e emmeyday e | e as ek os prasible
ik + 3o | WO’ to find out as much ae

S o i et & £ 2 o

Ficient all needs if reason. | WO cacuated 1o help adminie-

St o ey Tt S | aln 3 S i b, e o

ta % . Wi

p o0 the prewnt busis, he addel | keen and energetic voung man of marked

It was & realy M thing for Aostrn- ldnlxt,v;ndphn tom i, and his

sppointment b{‘ ! Governmoat

o have bren bapply made for

Francis then travelled to Papua New Guinea in 1922, where he worked as an anthropologist for the Australian

Government, until the invasion of PNG by the Japanese during World War 1.

In December 1926 Francis married Constance Laura Denness, a kindergarten teacher from Vancouver, Canada.

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) 14 January 1927

to Mr. Francis Wil
R bundred and twenty-six, Vancouver




Francis continued to study and gained his Honours Degree of Master of Arts from Adelaide University in December
1928.

Francis and his wife and son (Francis John Denness Williams) were back in South Australia In February 1930 to visit
Francis’ parents.
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill, NSW : 1888 - 1954), 27 February 1930

Francis became the editor of a monthly paper for the people of PNG and the author of a number of books. In 1932
Francis was involved in the design of a new series of stamps for the Territory of Papua. Two of his sketches were
used and he also designed the borders used on eleven stamps.

The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 — 1954, 10 December 1932

Francis was awarded the Rockefeller Scholarship and in August 1933 and he boarded the Largs Bay bound for
London and Oxford. His wife and son accompanied him on the trip and his son remained in the United Kingdom to
attend school. In July 1934, Francis was awarded the Wellcome Gold medal.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 10 July 1934

Mr. F. E w}mq'? Gog:smm:nt
Anthropologist o pua. ocen
awarded the Wellcolne Geld Medal
which is open to all nationalities and
awarded annually by the Royal

Anmrogoloﬂca Institute for thz dest
research essay cn the application ot
anthropclogical meihods to the

lems of native pecples. Mr. W

has, sinoe October, been studying in
London and Oxford under a Rocke-
feller Fellowship, and s expected to rc-
visit Acdelaide in ber. He is a
son of Mr. Dnnd ms, of Unley
Park. and a graduate of the University
of Adelaide. and was the South Aus-
tralian Rhodes scholar in 1




The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), 14 July 1934

—Mr. F. E. Williams

Government anthropolagist at
Papua, who has been awarded the
Welcome Gold Medal. The medal
ts awnrded annually by the Rovsl
Anthropelegical Institule for the
best research @say on (k* applica-
tion of anthropelogical methods (o
the pradlems of natlye peoples.
He Is & vom of Mr and Mrs, D.
Willlams, of Unley Park,

——

The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), 15 September 1934

“No attemmpt s being made (o
Europeanise the natives of Papua.™ the
Groveranment Anthropologist (Mr. ¥ E,
Willlams) reported on his arirval in
the Mongolia lodné "But there s n
lesire W make ntlish the chief
ianguage, and research 1 applied
Jnthronciogy I» being undertaken to
wsist good government and guide ad-
ministrative officers in the study of

natlivea

Mr Willlams (s
staying with his
parents. Mr and
Mz D Williams
of High street
Uniley Park A
Rockefeller foundoe-
tion scholarship
took him to Oxford

Science degree for a
book thesis
“Povuans of the
Trans-Fly.," which
will be published
shortly by the

Oxford Press
He s a Master
of Arts of Adelaide
University. and se-
Rhodes

cured a
scholarship, but the

Mr. Williams
war Interrupted his studies,




Francis was in Adelaide in September 1934 to see his parents before returning to PNG. In February 1935, he was
awarded the Cilento Bronze medal, awarded annually to the scientist deemed to have accomplished the best
practical work for the furtherance of tropical hygiene and native welfare in Australasia. Coincidentally, the donor Sir

Raphael Cilento was doing medicine at Adelaide University the same time Francis was completing his degree. They
were the same age.

The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, Qld. : 1933 - 1954), 21 February 1935

CILENTO BRONZE
MEDAL

Australia Must Answer
Riddle of the Tropics

CANBERRA Pehruare 20

“Fallure to attack adequately Aus-
iralisa’s (ropital health problem means
death,” 15 the grim rem.nder of the
newly founded Cilento bronze medal

This medal s to be awarded an-
nually to the stientist deemed to have
accamplished the best practical work
lor the furtherance of tropieal
bygiene and native welfare In Aus-
tralasin

Founded by the Director-General of
Health in Queenalond (Sir Raphae:
Cilento), In association with the Aus-
tralian Institute of Anatomy, at
Canberra, the medal has been awarded
this year to Mr. F. E. Willlams, M A.,
Dip. Anth., Government Anthropolo-
it W hpul. who has performed
llant {fiejd work In Papua.

In 1935, Francis was involved in several flights to observe the unexplored areas of PNG from the air and in 1936, he
was selected to represent Australia at a conference on anthropology and native education run by the Carnegie
Corporation of New York in Honolulu from the 30" of June to the 7t of August.

Francis and Constance travelled from PNG to Brisbane together on the Montoro and Constance visited relations in
Adelaide while Francis attended the conference. While in Brisbane, Constance talked to the local newspaper about
her involvement in the work undertaken by her husband and her own studies in anthropology. An article by
Constance about her life in PNG was published in the Adelaide News in May 1938. Both articles are below.




The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, Qld. : 1933 - 1954), 11 June 1936

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), 23 May 1938

T-CERE are no roads where my
tome 1, s0i1d Mrs F_E. Wvl-
ligms, wife of the Government
anthropologist for Papuc, who hos
arrived with her husbond in Ade-
loide.  They hove been living at
Port Moresby, and are here on a

vacation.

Mrs. Williams hag made her home :
In Port Moresby for the past 12 years, | “'ORKL!ANLIKE shorts and  ahirts
and quite enjoys her unusual life. are warn on research expeditions.

Her hushand, in the course of hix “The shirts must have long sleeves to

work, often goes for long research ex- ward toes )
peditions into the Papuan bush, and liams :otiﬂd.m sl gt
Mrs. Williams gets  Intn  serviceable Talking of her home |n Port
outdoor garments, packs up food zup- Moresby, Mry Williams said that she
plies, and goes ‘along, too. She i and her fellow-housekeepers had many
.oﬂm.l away from her home for six diMculties to contend with. Among
mon:hs at a time. other things there were cockroaches,

“Our luggage, camp equipment, wnd which ate your silk stockings borers
food supplies are niways carried by which burrowed right through books
native bearers,” she said, “and we must from cover 1o cover if they were not
make an impressive procession as we being continually ulum out of their
start uﬂ' on our expedmm shelves. and lack of fresh water,
“'RP.N they are rl:ht out in tbe bush nmtior: “:, m"mw'“ oo %ﬁ:

they sometimes succeed In shoot- Hams said, “Each ho hmm.

Ing some wild game  Then Mrs. Wil- «gsiw!d wilh three l on tanks,
lams brings out 5 camp oven, which
she always takes ’on these autback icb b.\’f o m‘:‘rﬂ' “wl' i 'V‘m
treks nllom # dn *

.-,'t in nﬂt‘her m';e’ :a lltﬂe’-\vildﬂ ;ot Mrs. wuuum spoke of hna,
on legs" she explained. 1 get quite t work Gem and
Rood results from it too. I follow to %. C&Mm
a certain extent the nalive method of ﬂm m
cooking A hole is dug in the md: n{’o mom.n w’bo s s
and filled with hot coals. When it is l."
well heated most of the coals are laken ?:bg m.:;dauwimndwmmiu;wm‘lg
out. the witch pot, containing the mest it di t to obtain amusement for
to be baked, i put inta the hole, and them.
the other coals are heaped on top of She would, Mrs Williams said, be

il

the 1id.  After having been left very gratefy] for mh of 2choo!
B P Jrod magxrions teom Iuteresied ‘peopla.
oven.

é




World War Il

In the early staged of WWII, Francis acted as a liaison officer between the government and the military. Then in
1941, he returned to Australia on four months leave and he visited his mother in Adelaide.

Sadly, Francis’ father, David, passed away on the 29" of August 1940, aged 84 and his mother, Annie passed away on
the 9% of July 1942.

On the 18™ of February 1942, Francis enlisted in the Australian Military Forces (AMF) as a Lieutenant (Service
Number V146974). He was in Melbourne, Victoria at the time of his enlistment. He worked with Australian Military
Intelligence in Victoria until November 1942 when he transferred to Australian Military Intelligence LHQ , where he
was attached to the Allied Geographical Unit.

On the 8™ of March 1943, in Brisbane, Francis enlisted (Service Number VX136033). Constance was in Sydney but
later moved to Brisbane. Francis became a Captain in the Australian New Guinea Administration Unit. He returned to
PNG.




Death

On the 12t of May 1943, Francis was a passenger on a flight from Wards Drome (near Port Moresby) to Do Bodura
(on the north coast of PNG) under orders. He was reported as missing in action and later confirmed killed in action as
a result of an airplane accident. Francis was 50 years old. He was buried at the Port Moresby (Bomana) War

Cemetery.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 15 June 1943

Private Casualty

Advices

News has been received in Ade-|
laide of the death in New Guinea'
&S the result of an alrcraft accl-
dent of Capt F E Williams, of
the Austral and New Guinea
Administrative unit, formerly Gov-
ernment  anthropologist in the|
Territory o1
Papua Cam
Williams W a s
born at Malvern
it 1883 He was
the vounges! son
of the late Mr
David Williams.
of the @irm of
Willtams and
Good, architects
He was educated
at Kyre Colle
and the Adelaide
Umvemtym’ ondnd

Willlams W & §

bisaikes Schotar for 1914,
Belore Roing to Oxford he uerveclI

France as a lieutenant in
the 32nd Battalion, and after-
wards in Persiz with the Dun-
ster  Foree In 1921 he Dbe-
came Government! anthropologist
in Papua and held that office until
the invasion of the country by the
Japanese He wrote a number ol
books about the Papuans, and these
were recently accepted by the Uni-
versity of Oxford as a thesis for the
degree of Doctor of Science. He
married Miss Constance Deunness,
of Vancouver B.C. who is now in
Brisbane. Their only son ls being
educated In England

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 25 June 1943
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Legacy

Francis’ wife, Constance Laura Akroyd Denness was born in Adelaide in 1893. She was one of the three daughters of
George James Denness and Louisa Margaret Darby. George was associated with the newspapers ‘The Register’ and
‘The Evening Journal’ while in Adelaide. In about 1908, George and the family moved to Vancouver, BC, Canada. The
family visited Adelaide on a world tour in January 1912 and again in about 1925.

During WWII, Constance was a secretary and she was living at the Women’s College, Kangaroo Point, Brisbane in
1943 when Francis passed away.

Constance and Francis’ son, Francis John Denness Williams, gained a Bachelor of Arts Degree from the University of
British Colombia, Vancouver, Canada in 1951.

In 1954, Constance was living at Inverallan Avenue, Pymble, NSW (inner northern Sydney). Constance and Francis’
son Francis John Denness Williams (student) was living with his mother. By 1958, Constance was at 57 Junction
Road, Wahroonga, NSW but Francis John Denness Williams is not at that address.

Constance was still living at 57 Junction Road, Wahroonga according to the 1963 Electoral Roll. Also at the address
was Francis John Denness Williams (Stamp Dealer).

Constance passed away in New South Wales in 1965 aged 72.

The 1968 Electoral Roll records Francis John Denness Williams as still living at 57 Junction Road, Wahroonga and he
made an enquiry to the Central Army Records Office from that address in June 1970.

Francis John Denness Williams passed away in 1972.

Profile by Beth Filmer and Rob O'Shannassy AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee
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