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Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind the
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King
and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is to
ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will be
recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket bearing
a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Ewart Maurice

Weatherill. It is compilation of information and photographs
collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




The AIF Project

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=316852

Regimental number
Place of birth
Religion
Occupation
Address

Marital status

Age at embarkation
Next of kin
Enlistment date
Rank on enlistment
Unit name

AWM Embarkation Roll
number

Embarkation details

Rank from Nominal Roll
Unit from Nominal Roll
Fate

Family/military connections

Other details

MILiTARY rORCES

Ewart Maurice WEATHERILL

12686

Moonta Mines South Australia
Methodist

Teacher

Mallala, South Australia

Single

27

Mother, Mrs F Weatherill, Mallala, South Australia
17 January 1916

Private

11th Field Ambulance

26/54/1

Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A29 Suevic on 31 May
1916

Private
11th Field Ambulance
Returned to Australia 20 June 1919

Brothers: 456 Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant Joseph Cook WEATHERILL DCM,
50th Bn, returned to Australia, 9 February 1918; 1027 Pte William Arthur WEATHERILL,
9th Light Horse Regiment, returned to Australia, 11 April 1916.~

War service: Western Front
Medals: British War Medal, Victory Medal



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=316852

Service Record



https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=11611308

Biography
Early Life

Ewart Maurice Weatherill was born on the 26™ of February 1889, the son of the Rev. Thomas Weatherill Jnr. and
Frances Howgate. Ewart was born at Moonta Mines, Yorke Peninsula, South Australia.

Ewart’s father was a Primitive Methodist® Minister who was born at Whitby, Yorkshire, UK and in 1885 travelled to
South Australia at the invitation of the church.

Schooling

Ewart was in Class Il at the Laura Public School in 1901. In May 1905, he was a monitor at the Spring Creek School,
near Wilmington, SA. Ewart sat the Pupil Teacher candidate exams at Moonta Mines and passed Class I, Division B in
January 1907. He passed two subjects in the Junior Examinations and passed the Pupil Teacher entrance
examinations in December 1907.

Ewart then attended the Pupil Teacher School (became Adelaide High School (AHS) in 1908) and in January 1909, he
was promoted from Pupil Teacher Grade | to Grade Il. While at AHS, Ewart played Lacrosse for the YMCA. In August
1909, he captained the AHS present boys in a football match against an old scholar’s team.

Adelaide High School Football Team — 1909

E.M. Weatherill - Seated Row — Fourth from Left

1 A separate branch of the Methodist Church which left the Wesleyan Methodist Church in 1807. Reunited later in 1901 to
become the Methodist Church of Austalasia which in 1977 merged with other denominations to form the Uniting Church.




In December 1909, Ewart passed a further three subjects in the Junior Examinations. He was promoted from Pupil
Teacher Grade 2 to Pupil Teacher Grade lll at the Moonta Mines School. In March 1910, Ewart represented the
YMCA in a cricket match against Bendigo.

Ewart was teaching at Moonta in 1911 and was selected to play lacrosse for the Yorke Peninsula Senior team in a
match against Port Pirie in June 1911. He became the secretary of the Moonta Lacrosse Club and their delegate to
the association. Ewart played cricket for the Moonta Mines Turks in the 1911/12 and 1912/13 seasons. He also
played the first half of the 1913/14 season for the Turks.

Adelaide University

Ewart studied Arts and Science subjects at Adelaide University in 1914 and 1915 as a non-graduating student while
attending the University Training College (later the Teachers Training College). He also passed First Grade Geometry
at the School of Arts examinations in December 1914. During this period, he also underwent cadet training. The
photo below taken at Jubilee Oval appears to have been taken at the time of a cricket match.

School of Instrection in Junior Cadet Traiming
Julilse Qynl, November (H1h in Devewlwer 10OCh, 214,

Baek Mow—T B Haews. € W Weght D,V Daesar, ¥, 15 Dickinven. W Boorne, 1l 1 Shepherd. & W Sasiner A ¥, Gem.
Seiomd B s o %? hage. M. #uzn. W, Taybar, Lieat, 3. 't Wonlley Clseacion ). o & Gon den. T W-hnns'?.“. W, Weathesll
TR, Wilhame Fromt—H, L Halnen, L. Certhon : :

E. W. Weatherill (seated far right)

It is unclear where Ewart was teaching in 1914 but in 1915 he was at the Gilles Street School and in September 1915
he was appointed to the Wallaroo School, probably from the commencement of the 1916 school year, as he
continued to play sport for the University and joined up for WWI in January 1916.

University Sport

Cricket

Ewart commenced playing cricket for the Adelaide University B Grade in February of the 1913/14 season. In October
1914, Ewart played in a practice match with the University B team against St Peter’s College, scoring a “magnificent”
73 (retired). Ewart then played A Grade for the University in the 1914/15 and 1915/16 seasons.
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1914/15 season - A Grade

Lacrosse

Ewart played Lacrosse for Adelaide University in the 1914 and 1915 seasons. In 1914 he was part of the team
defeated by Sturt in the A Grade Lacrosse Grand Final. Ewart represented Adelaide University at the Intervarsity
Lacrosse in 1914

Inter Varsity Lacrosse 1914
(Held in Adelaide. Melbourne-10, Adelaide-6)

E.M.Weatherill - Front Row - Right
Back row: E.M.Bagot, K.J.B.Healy, K.C.Godfrey, W.Varley, W.J.W.Close, H.W.D.Cairns.
Middle row: E.W.J.Millhouse, G.A.Yuill (vice capt), L.A.Whitington (capt), C.A.L.Abbott, N.B.G.Abbott.
Front: C.A.M.West (umpire), E.M.Weatherill.




World War |

Ewart Maurice Weatherill enlisted as a Private (SN 12686) in the 11™ Field Ambulance on the 17t of January 1916.
He gave his mother, Mrs. F. Weatherill of Mallala, South Australia, as his next-of-kin.

Ewart was 26 years and 11 months old, 5’5”, 146 lbs, with a medium complexion, blue eyes and dark hair. He
embarked onboard the HMAT Suevic from Adelaide on the 31% of May 1916 and proceeded overseas to France via
Southampton on the 24" of November 1916. Ewart was sick from Christmas Day 1916, to New Year’s Day of 1917.

He had a brief period of leave in February 1918. After hostilities ceased Ewart had leave in London in late January to
early February 1919 before returning to France. From 29 April 1919 Ewart was based at Codford, UK.

Ewart’s brothers William Arthur (b 1879 SN 1027) and Joseph Cook (SN 456 and $S213585 WWII, b 1889) also served
in WWI.

Ewart was on the nursing staff of the former German passenger ship the Konig Frederich August (ceded to England
as War reparations) which arrived back in South Australia on the 6™ of August 1919. He was discharged on the 21° of
September 1919.




Career & Family Life

Ewart played District Cricket for Sturt in 1919/20 and North Adelaide in 1921/22 and 1924/25 seasons.

In March 1921, Ewart became engaged to Olive Amy Streeter, the sister of Mrs Frank Burton. The couple married
later in 1921.

From 1922 to 1924, Ewart was teaching at Mt Bryan, 20 kilometres (12 miles) north of Burra, SA. He played cricket
for Mt Bryan in the Burra Association. Ewart was the main strike bowler for Mt Bryan in both innings of a winning
Grand Final against Kooringa in April 1924 taking 6 for 35 and 6 for 11.

In January 1924 Ewart had returned to play A Grade District cricket with a well compiled 98 not out for North
Adelaide. He had been absent from A Grade cricket for over two years. Later in the 1924/25 season he scored 121
not out against Colts. He appears to have played for North Adelaide during the summer school holidays.

E. M. Weatherill signa'ts-d h's ‘re'urn
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Christmas time, and scorel 83 in good
lf‘y'le.t He vsed to nakemmnn':dure. and
at one time const to have a good
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In September 1924, Ewart attended an agriculture course organised by the Education Department.

TEACHERS STUDYING AGRICULTURAL COURSE.
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The above groap comprises Ihe prima v school tsackers, who are studying the Michssimas agriesiteral course, arranged by the Education Department Tae
centre of operatioms s the Edwerdstownm Paeblic  Scheol, where lectures are given on subjects conmected with herticulture and agricelture. Reading from laft
15 right the tcachers are a3 follows —Front Row—Messes. Mart, Harrison, Woedward, Page, Wadey, and Framels. Scecad Row—Mr. Witt Miss Jarvis, Miss
Rovert, Mewrs, Michelmere, A, G. Edquist (supervisor), Dawsen, Bilerworth, Mjss Puckridge, Miss McDonald, Mesws, Kingston and Love, Third Rowe
Messrs, Jones, Weatherill, McGlichrist, Wheeler, Miss Deolg, Messrs. Meldrom, Flower, Lusstnar, O'Comnell, and Holiand. Fourth Row—Meswrs, Patrick, Shapter,

Phillls, Ruediger, Sowering, Cank, Lo'd, Derdin, Brager, Nancarrow, and Verran. Back Row—Mexsrs. Davie, Darwin, Schelz. Colebatch, Zadow, Cotling,
Schmidt, Brohate, Leslie, and  Gent,

E.M Weatherill - Third Row from Front — Second from Left




In April 1926, Ewart’s mother passed away in her seventy third year.

Mrs. Weatherill,

Mrs. Weatherill, wife of the Rev. Thomas
Weatherill, of Royston Park, died early
on Sunday morning, April 11, in her
seventy-third year, She was born at
Bradley, Yorkehire, and was married to
Mr. Weatherill jn 1878, They laboured
in the Primitive Methodist Church in the
North of England until they volunteered
for South Australia, arriving here in 18585
Their spheres of labour in this State were
mostly in the civonits north of Adelaide,
Everywhere Mrs, Weatherill proved a true
helpmate to her husband, and by her
gracious manner and generoug spirit s
won the affection of the people in every
place. When they retived in 1014, Mr.
and Mrs, Weatherill visited England and
Canada. On their return they scttled
first at Mallala, and afterwards at Royaton
Park, Mrs. Weatherill enjoyed gocd
health unftil recently. The survivirg
family are:—Messra. William A, (Melrose),
Joseph C, (Kirkaldy), and Ewart M.
Weatherill (Mount Bryan), all of whom
served during the Great War; and Mes
dames A. Weatherill (Mallala), W. I
Blcep (Norswood, N.Z.), and Miss Ivy
Woeatherill, of Royston Park,

I

In May 1926 Ewart attended a woodwork course run by the Education Department at the Gilles Street Woodwork
School.

SCHOOL TEACHERS STUDYING WRODWORKING

E. M. Weatherill - Front Row — Third from Right




Ewart was still teaching at Mt Bryan in 1929 and he was the President of the Hallett and District Athletic and
Exhibition Association.

In October 1929, Ewart’s father, Rev Thomas Weatherill passed away, aged eighty-one.

REV. T. WEATHERILL

The Rev. Thomas Weatherill, a
veteran Methodist minister, died at
his residence, Second-avenue, Royston
Park, on Saturday. Mr., Weatherill
eelebrated his elghtv-first birthday on
May 29 last. He was born at Whithy,
Yorkshire, in 1848. At the age of 26
he entered the Primitlve Methodlst
ministry, In 1885 he came to South
Australin at the invitation of the Pri-
mitive Methodist Conference, and
labored at Glenelg, Mount Barker,
Moonta, Mallala, Gawler, Dawson, Yon-
gala, Laura, Wilmington, Redruth,
Summertown, Salisbury, and Virginia

In 1891 he was elected secretary of
the Primitive Methodist Conference.
Mr. Weatherill, with his wife and
roungest daughter, in 1914 visited Eng-
{and. Canada, and the United States.
It was while he was In Canada that
the war broke cut. Three of his sons
enlisted, and ope of them gained the
DCM. On his return to South Aus-
tralla Mr. Weatherill settled at Mallala
and later took up his residence &t
Royston Park. He was hale and active
a few months ago, and was fond of
gardening and motoring. He had ex-
cellent sight, and drove a car himself.




In January 1930, Ewart competed in a Teachers versus Teachers’ College cricket match.

.
a. Al , for the Teachers' College,
o and stiractive
Ningnine hatted asttmctively for 90
hit 16 fours,
8.A. TEACHERS
R. BM el oo, te a8 lne o
C, PRA b Y o w0 14
W, U o Yat b Paterson 32
E. M. WEATHERIL, b Yatos L) ]
R BROWN, ¢ n . o
n ENNESSY, b Morrison 13
J. PARCH, b oo T
W, BUHULTE, not out ., o oo A¥
K RUDD, et ovt .. .. .+ o4 4+« 1
Sundrics e o4 s0'en B L
Declared 7 wickels « 159

ll:ovlll:‘r-’\‘-m’.t. 107, (:n;rgm 2,50,
Allings 0/64 /
TE eoLLE

QE

I. \Am o Habich, b R, llm-n e 11
MASTERS, ¢ and b l-bk-h o 1
n ALLINGAINE, retired .« s 103
. MORRISON, b Hablch o' T
D, Faul e Bmuer, b Brown .. l'r

A, CRAN O!. b Brown ., ., ..
Sondries .. (. <0 s s o lO
Total for @ ms
.""l'l’-—m /8, Habieh 2758
Hennesay Braver 0/30, Weatherit{

0/14, O Mm 0/18, PBrown 3/08,
Rudd 0/5.

Ewart moved from Mount Bryan in February 1930 to be Headmaster at Cummins on Eyre Peninsula. Ewart and his
wife spent the Christmas vacations of 1930/31 in Adelaide. By July 1931, Ewart was the editor of the Cummins
Review and by March 1933, he was Secretary of the Cummins-Yeelanna sub-branch of the RSL. Ewart played cricket
for the local team at Cummins.

In December 1933, Ewart was selected for the first ex-AIF men’s interstate match of cricket (South Australia versus
Victoria). The competition later became a triangular competition including Western Australia. The ‘Ashes’ trophy for
the competition was made by burning a stump souvenired by C.E. “Nip” Pellew at the conclusion of an AIF match
played in England shortly after the end of WWI. The match in 1937 against WA was played at ‘beautiful University

Oval’. Ewart played in every match of the competition from 1933-1938 when the competition was suspended due to
WWIL.

In August 1939, Ewart was appointed to the city school of Kilkenny. The people of Cummins gave a farewell social to
the Mr and Mrs Weatherill in September 1939. Ewart had been Headmaster at the Cummins School for 10 years and
had been actively involved in the Great Flinders Football Association, the Cummins Cricket Club, the Methodist
Church and the community general.

Mr. and Mrs. Weatherill
Farewelled

RESIDED 10 YEARS AT CUMMINS

On September 7, Mr., and Mrs, E
M. Weatherill were tendered a fare-
well social in the Cummins Hall. A
large gathering of friends were pre-
sent.

After having served 10 years as
headmaster of the Cummins school
Mr. Weatherill has been transferred
to the Kilkenny school.

Speeches, representing the Great
Flinders Football Awsociation, Cum-
mins Cricket Club, Methodist Church,
the town and district, eulogised the
efforts of Mr. and Mrs. Weatherill in
the various capacities in which taey
worked.

Presentations were made during
the evening.

Mr. Weatherill feelingly responded.

Mr. and Mrs. Weatheril] left for
Adelalde on Tuesday last,




By May 1940, Ewart was Chairman of the Kilkenny Primary School Mothers’ Club. He was still at Kilkenny in August
1945 when the Mayor of Woodville opened a hobbies room at the Kilkenny Public School and in November 1948
when the school library was opened.

After WWII the ex-AlIF men of 1914-18 recommenced their annual cricket competition and Ewart played in all the
matches from 1946-1950.

Ewart was still Headmaster at the Kilkenny Primary School in July 1952 when the school commenced classes for
children with hearing disabilities, however he may have retired prior to his death in April 1953, as he was referred to
in his death notice as “late 1°* AIF and Education Department”.

Death

Ewart Maurice Weatherill passed away on the 23™ of April 1953, in his 65™ year. He died suddenly at his residence,
136 Second Avenue, Royston Park. He left a widow, Olive Amy. He was buried at Centennial Park Cemetery,
Adelaide, SA on the 24™ of April 1953. Olive passed away on the 31° of August 1968 and was buried with Ewart at
Centennial Park.

WEATHERILL.—On April 23
‘suddenly'. at 136 Second avenue,
Royston Park., Ewart Maurice.
beloved husband of Olive Weath-
erill. In his 65th year (late 1st
AIlF and Education Dept.).

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee)
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