Capt. Reginald John Verco
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MOBILITATE VIGEMUS

Football Club: Intervarsity (1904)

Lacrosse Club: 1906 - 1908
(Intervarsity 1906 - 1908)

Degree: MB BS (1907)




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive
behind this series of biographical publications is the
Adelaide University Football and Cricket Club's desire to
honour our players who served in the Great War (1914 -
1918). These brave men put on hold their academic,
professional and sporting careers for King and Country in
the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1
Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every
one of our players who served and prepare life stories on
all. This is to ensure their sacrifices and further
contributions to society will be recognised by future
generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing,
a memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide
University Oval Pavilion and this was followed by the
erection of a picket fence between the pavilion and the
scoreboard with each picket bearing a plaque with the
name of an AUFC/AUCC player who served.

The following documentation relates to the life of
Reginald John Verco. It is compilation of information and
photographs collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




The AIF Project

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=308613

MIUTARY FORGCES

REGINALD JOHN VERCO
Date of birth 27 September 1885
Place of birth Adelaide South Australia
Religion Church of England
Occupation Medical practitioner
Address St Peters, South Australia
Marital status Married
Age at embarkation 33
Next of kin Wife, Mrs Pn F Verco, 98 Payneham Road, St Peters, South Australia
Enlistment date 24 March 1918
Rank on enlistment Captain
Unit name Medical Officers
Embarkation details Unit embarked from Sydney, New South Wales, on board HMAT A7 Medic on 2
November 1918

Rank from Nominal Roll Captain
Unit from Nominal Roll Australian Army Medical Corps

Promotions Captain

Unit: MED
Promotion date: 24 March 1918

Fate Returned to Australia 25 September 1919



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=308613

Service Record

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.aspx?B=8397841

Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad.
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Questions to be put to the Person Enlisting before Attestation.
You are hereby warned that if after enlistment it is found that you have given a wilfully false answer to any question set
forth in this Attestation Paper, you will be liable to be tried fi offence.

1. What is your Name!

In or near the Town of .
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. What is your Age! (Date of birth to be stated) “1 Y, ‘éf‘l 0 SR A, T

. What is your Trade or Calling?

. Are you, or have you been, an Apprentice? If so, wborv
to whom, and for what penodl

. Are you married, single, or widower! ...

8. Who is your next of kin?  (Address and reln\inn\hip to be
stated)

The saswer to this question ;lull not be oonn-modu in the nature
of a Will.

, What is your per
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jesty’s Army, the Marines, the Militia, the Militia
Reserve, the Territorial Force, Royal Navy, or Colonial »
Forces? If so, state which, and if not now nrvxnl,
state cause of discharge ... -

. Have you stated the whole, if any, of your previous urvnoei 1.

2. Have you ever been rejected as unfit for His quﬂ.yn

Service? If so, on what gmnnd:! i

18.

. Are you pnpnud to nndergo inoculation ngamnv. -mnll pol} 14.
and enteric fever |

3, r Qe L E S () MVKAJLOW*__ do solemnly declare that the above answers made

by me to the al quuuons are and I am willing and hereby voluntarily agree to serve in the Military Forces of the
Commonwealth of“Australis within or beyond the limits of the Commonwealth.
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Signature of Person Enlisted.
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https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8397841

Published Biography

From: “Blood, Sweat and Fears - Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australia who served in WW1”:
ISBN: 978-0-64692-750-3; 2014

VERCO Reginald John
MB BS FRACS

L )

1885 - 1950

Reginald John Verco was born on 27th September
1885 at Mills Terrace, North Adelaide. He was the
youngest son of John Verco, a merchant, and Caroline
Blisset, nee Webb. He was educated at Prince Alfred
College where he was somewhat impish but always a
most unselfish and delightful companion, possessing
a keen sense of humour and spontaneous dry wit.
He studied medicine at the University of Adelaide
and topped first year winning the Davies Thomas
Scholarship. He later topped final year MB BS in 1907
and was awarded the Everard Scholarship. During his
student days he played intervarsity lacrosse gaining
his Blue. He married Phoebe Francis Hawkes in 1909.
He established a general practice at 98 Payneham
Road, St Peters where he was to live for the rest of
his life.

Verco joined the AIF in March 1918 as a captain. He
was 32 years old, father of two, and 5 11%ins tall,
weighing 1891bs. He indicated that he had served for
one month with the AAMC at JAGH. He embarked
on the City of Karachi on 30th November 1918 and
arrived in London on 30th January 1919. He served in
southern England before returning, on the Mahana,
to Australia. He was struck off strength on 25th
September 1919. He was not issued with any medals.

Verco returned to continue with his general practice.
He was the traditional family doctor on whom
so many of his patients could lean and obtain
solace from his advice. When unable to keep an
appointment punctually he would say, “Here comes the
late Dr Verco”. He was the state president of the South
Australian branch of the BMA from 1940-1943 and
a member of the SA Council of Australian Trained
Nurses Association. Reginald John Verco died on 5th
June 1950 after a heart attack at the age of 64. His son,
Major Geoffrey Webb Verco, a doctor, served in the
AAMC in WIW2,

Sources:

MJA August 1950 19:2(8) 309-310
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/NameSearch/Interface/
ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=8397841

Note: John played lacrosse for Adelaide University and represented Adelaide University at Intervarsity Lacrosse
matches, however no evidence has been located by AU Sports to indicate that John was awarded a Blue for lacrosse.




Biography

Early Life

Reginald John Verco was born on the 27t of September 1885 at North Adelaide, SA, the son of John Verco and
Caroline Blissett Webb (SA Birth Registration 360/448). John's father was a merchant, and his grandfather was a
mason and builder. John had three older siblings, Sydney Manton (b1877), Jane Elizabeth (b1979) and Olive Mary
(b1882). John's uncle, Joseph Cooke Verco (later Sir Joseph), was considered to be the most eminent South
Australian physician of the late 19" and early 20™" centuries.

Schooling

John attended Prince Alfred College, Adelaide, from 1897, passing his Preliminary Examinations in September 1898
and Junior Examinations in December 1900. He gained sixth prize in the Upper Fourth Form in 1900. John passed his
Senior Examinations in December 1902.

John competed in the PAC Sports on a regular basis from 1899. He competed in the 120 yards hurdles (under 15 %)
at the PAC Sports in 1899 and won an Intercollegiate Medal that year. In 1900 he was second in the 120 yards
handicap hurdles (under 15) at the PAC Sports and third in the 100 yards flat for juniors in the Inter-collegiate Sports.
He placed second in the Open 150 yards handicap hurdles at the PAC Sports in 1901.

Adelaide University

John commenced studying medicine at Adelaide University in 1903 and in June 1903 he was licensed to study
anatomy in the School of Anatomy at the University of Adelaide. He was awarded the Davies Thomas Scholarship as
the top first year student.

John was actively involved in Tennis, Rowing, Football, Athletics and Lacrosse. He represented Adelaide University at
Intervarsity competitions in Athletics (1907) and Lacrosse (1906-1908). Further details of his sporting achievements

are below.

John graduated MB BS in December 1907 and was awarded the Everard scholarship.

“Ihe Fverard scholar, Reginald .John
Verco, was presented for the degree. and
afterwards as the hrunl s InmJ T,

s

John was registered ad a qualified medical practitioner in January 1908. After graduation, John became a House
Surgeon (resident) at the Adelaide Hospital. Much later he would take on post-graduate studies.
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Adelaide University Medical Faculty 1906
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R.]. Verco - Third Row from Front - Right hand side of the picture - Wearing a hat
1st row (front): N.Shierlaw, Catchlove, Miss M.George, Miss Delprat, Prof.Watson, Miss Delprat, Miss M.Moffat, R.A.Goode,
St.John Poole, C.Yeatman, E.C.Black, S.L.Corry, E.J.R.Holder.
2nd row: J.Dyer, Thomas, J.J.0'Grady, D.M.Steele, Drew, E.Arnold, H.M.Jay, W.Ray, G.R.West, L.G.Muirhead, J.Leon, H.Powell,
E.B.Jones, W.D.Rosengarten, N.E.Seppelt, W.R.Reynell, T.H.Donnelly, R.Trudinger, J.E.Everard.
3rd row: H.Elkan, C.D.Pitcher, F.E.McAree, E.H.Lewis, J.L.Jona, E.A.H.Russell, G.Harvey, W.H.Stevenson, C.E. Dolling,
W.A.V.Drew, W.Jacobs, T.G.Fleming, M.Erichsen, R.J.Verco, L.O.Betts, L.W.Jeffries.
4th row: E.J.McGlashon, H.Fry, P.T.S.Cherry, R.Plummer, H.W.D.Stoddart, D.R.W.Cowan, Sinclair, D.Parkhouse

University Sport
Tennis

John played Second Grade Tennis for Adelaide University in the South Australian Association in the 1904/05 and
1905/06 seasons. He also completed in the Adelaide University Tennis tournaments in 1907.

Rowing

John rowed for the Adelaide University Rowing Club in the Maiden Tubs at the SA Rowing Association Regatta in
December 1906.

Football

John represented Adelaide University in the 1904 Intervarsity Football match against Melbourne University, and

therefore becoming a member of the first Adelaide University Intervarsity team. John was initially named the reserve
forward for the team.




1904 INTER-VARSITY TEAM

BACK ROW: D. Cowan, R.]. Verco, C.R. Doudy, H.M. Muirhead, C.P. Latty, R.]. Plummer, T.H. Donnelly.
MIDDLE ROW: R. Goode, W.R. Reynell, P.M. Newland, D. Dawson (Captain), L. Cowan, S. Catchlove, C.R. Cudmore.
FRONT ROW: W. Angwin, W.V. Drew, C.L. Jessop (Secretary), ].D. Moore.

R.J. Verco — Back Row - Second from Left
Athletics
John competed in the Adelaide University Sports from 1904 to 1907. In 1904 he came second in the 150 yards
Handicap Hurdles and first in the 300 yards Steeplechase. At the 1905 sports he was third in the 120 yards hurdles,
first in the Egg and Spoon race and third in the 800 yards steeple chase. John was also awarded the prize for the
Long Jump as Angwin who jumped an inch further, had already won the Cup.

The lon
jumP was won by Angwin, who cover
19 ft. 8} in., but as< he had already secured
the Cup the prize was awarded Verco,
whom Angwin defeated by an inch.

In 1906. John was joint Hon. Secretary for the Sports and he won the 300 yards steeplechase. John also competed at
the SA Amateur Athletics meeting in September 1906.

John was on the committee which organised the 1907 Adelaide University Sports. In May 1907, John was selected to
represent Adelaide University in hurdles and long jump at the Intervarsity Sports.

INTER-UNIVERSITY SPORTS.

The following team will resent the)
Adelaide University Athletic Club in the
inter-University sports, which are to take
;\:}:ce"in !!;ydney (p_n hh’d,i and 30:—
M. H. Moyes (b and long jumps),
W. B. Angwin ('fm vards and 440
ards), V. C. Cresdee (100 yards and
hurdles). R. J. Verco (hurdles and lon
)ump;. C. Yeatman (440 J.ni- and hi
ump), D. M. Steele (half-mile and mile).

e team will leave Adelaide on Thursday,
May 23. Mr. M. H. Moyes (secretary)
‘n'li act as manager to the team during the
trip. The Sydney, Tasmanian, and Vie-
torian Universities will also take part in
the sports.

John was on the committee for the 1908 Intervarsity Sports, the first year the Sports had been held in Adelaide.

Lacrosse
While at University John competed in several Old Scholars Inter-Collegiate Lacrosse matches against St Peter’s
College, including the second annual match in 1906 and the match in 1907.




John played Lacrosse for Adelaide University (1906-1908) and represented Adelaide University at Intervarsity
Lacrosse matches in 1906, 1907 and 1908.

1906 Adelaide University — Intervarsity Team

R.J.Verco - Back Row - third from Left
Back: H.Hanton, G.C.Campbell, R.J.Verco, H.Greenway, E.A.H.Russell.
Middle: L.O.Betts (sec), C.A.Edmonds (capt), D.M.Steele (vice capt), R.G.Plummer.
Front: R.D.Brummitt, J.Larner (ref), G.H.Boucaut, R.A.Goode.
Held in Adelaide, won by Adelaide 17-1

1907 Adelaide University — Intervarsity Team

R.J.Verco - Front Row - Left
Back: G.A.Harvey, C.E.Dolling, L.W.jeffries, D.R.W.Cowan, R.J.Rudall (mngr),
D.M.Steele, H.K.Fry, 0.M.Moulden, E.C.Black.
Middle: C.Yeatman, L.O.Betts (vice capt), R.A.Goode (capt), S.].K.McClennan,
G.C.Campbell, E.A.H.Russell (sec).
Front: R.J.Verco, M.Ericksen. Held in Melbourne, won by Adelaide 11-2




1907 Adelaide University — Intervarsity Team

R.J.Verco — Back Row — Second from Left
Back: N.C.Shierlaw, R.J.Verco, D.R.W.Cowan, H.K.Fry, A.L.Pinch.
Middle: G.C.Campbell, L.O.Betts (vice capt), R.A.Goode (capt), E.A.H.Russell (sec), D.M.Steele.
Front: L.W.Jeffries, J.Larner (ref), M.Erichsen. Held in Adelaide, won by Adelaide 8-1

Pre-War years

In April 1908 he became engaged to Phoebe F Hawkes (Born the 28" of January 1887), the eldest daughter of Mrs
C.R. Hawkes, of Illabrook, Marlborough Street, College Park. The couple married at the Methodist Church, Kent
Town, on the 20% of March 1909.

John then practiced at Woodside and in August 1909, he became a member of the committee of the Onkaparinga
Agricultural Society, replacing Dr S.M. Verco in that role.

In August 1909, John and Phoebe had a lucky escape when the pole gear broke away on their buggy on the return
journey from the Balhannah station.

A LUCKY ESCAPE
WOODSIDE, August 13.—Last evening
as Dr. R. JE\ereo accompanied by his
wife, was returning from Baloannah station
the horses, which were raiber fresh. took
the veh.cle against a culvert while passing
tie Woodside coach. The doctor was
pitched head foremcst on to a soft bank,
Just missing the culvert post. At the same
time the pole gear broke away, leaving
Mrs. Verco in tne bugzy on the roadway.
The doctor quickly a.ned his feet, and
found ae horses pulled up, the reins catch-
g in a fallen Lmb. Dr. and Mrs. Verco
tuien proceeded to Woodside by coacn, a
man bringing on the horss. The only

e (one was a broken pole.

On the 19 of December 1909 John and Phoebe’s daughter, Lucy Web Verco, was born at Woodside.

In May 1910, John was involved in helping contain an outbreak of diphtheria at Oakbank. Geoffrey Webb Verco was
born on the 11 of January 1913 at Woodside.




By 1914, John was back in the city and still involved with his old college as he acted as an official at the
Intercollegiate Sports in April.

He commenced to practice at 98 Payneham Road, St Peters which was also his residence near the corner of Nelson
Street, Stepney.

World War |
In December 1914, John was appointed honorary assistant medical officer of the Queen’s Home, Rose Park.

DR. VERCO.

Dr. R. J. Verco has been appointed
an honorary assistant medical officer
of the Queen’s Home, Rose Park, to
fill the temporary vacancy causcd b
the departure of Dr. H. K. Fry \‘Vld‘l'
the Expeditionary Force.

In April 1916, John was appointed acting assistant physician at the Adelaide Hospital. From the 2" of October 1916,
he was appointed an honorary Captain in the Australian Army Medical Corp Reserve. By 1917, John was practicing at
both Payneham Road and at North Terrace in the City.

John joined the AAMC on the 24" of March 1918, but did not embark for the UK until the 30™" of November 1918,
when hostilities had already ceased. He arrived in the UK in January 1919, but there was still much to be done.

John and Phoebe’s second son, John Webb Verco, was born on the 3™ of August 1919, while John was still in the UK.
John returned to Australia on the 9" of November 1919 on the troop ship SS Mahana and was discharged on the 25%
of November 1919.

. THE MAHANA.

The troopship Mahana arrived at
the Semaphore shortly after 1 p.m.
on Saturday, There were 34 men and
also 33 women and‘four children for
this State. They were transferred at
the Anchorage on to a launch, which
conveyed them to the Outer Harbor
whari, where they wc-rc heartily wel-
comed. Captain N. Camphell repre-
sented the SO and RS, and Licut.
F. Heithersay conducted the disem-
barkation. Lieut. R. Buller repre-
sented the Naval Commandant. The
Y M.C.A. provided refreshments for
the men. Officers landed were Cap-
tain R. J. Verco and Sisters M. H.
Gordon and M. H. Gurner. Corporal
I. Goutts was the only extra man,
and Gunner B, Cowling did not ar-
rive, . Those ‘'who went on with the
VeSSt l, on thlt_\', were Licuts. R (.
Beverley and D, . Lees, and Ser-
geant R, A, Grant, MM

ﬁ
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Post-War Career and Family Life
On his return from overseas service John registered a 22.5 Ford motor car and in early December he recommenced
his practice at 98 Payneham Road, St Peters and at North Terrace.

BUILDINGS, NORTH
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On the 11 of November 1920, John was driving his car on King William Street when he was involved in an accident
which resulted in the death of an elderly man.

Casnaltiss.

—_—O——
ENOCKED DOWN BY A DOCTOR'S

The City (.‘orom (Dr l!unm Bmith)
eudnugd an mi um
Room, ucation Iding, -
concerning the circumstances olmondmg
the duth of Mr. Harria Stringer, who 'u
hochdo'erbyamotorarmkiu

Jiam street on the ol Novmocr
}nlld:n%‘ldhl feiuhom Ia

ratn
Dr ?p‘x(m. - 1

om of Barton uma, North Adeh:de.
sta that deceased, who was an old-age
sioner, ad lived at Hanton court (ol
Iteney street), was about 80 years
age, and had relatives in Melbourne. Dr
Verco said that at about 9 o'clock on the
night 1 question he was procecdm in
his m-tor car northwsard along Kin il
lism street, and when near to luc Caol.
Ligat statne commenced to pull up the
car to allow a tram to pass before he turned
mmto Flinders street. He then noticed
deceased two or three yards in front of
the motor, ani pmmdmg towards the
middle of the street. Witness 1
the hrakes, but the radiator stru
ritht ride of the deceased, who, in fallin to
the rondway, made an unsuccessinl effort
to save h.nm‘lx by catching hold of the
mudguard, Witness conveyed him to the
hospita’, Dr. 8, E. Francis (Resident
Medical Officer) stated that deceased on
admission to the institut on was mﬂeﬂn’
from a fracture of the skull and cerebra
hemorrhage, which could have been caused
by an impact or hy a crushing of some
sort, and which injuries resulted in his
death. The Coroner stated that the police
had ot been able to discover any one
who actually saw the accident. The ver-
dict was taat Stringer died from injuries
acedentally receved by colliding with a
motlor car.




In December 1923, John was appointed an official visitor to the Mental Hospital, Parkside.

By March 1929, John was a golfer, playing at Kooyonga Links.

In December 1931, John's brother (Sydney Manton Verco) died after several months of lliness, he was 54 years old.
John and Phoebe travelled to the UK and the Continent in 1932. Their ship, the P and O Steam Navigation Company
Ltd vessel, Maloja, left Adelaide on the 315 of March 1932 and arrived in London, England on the 6% of May 1932.

They are listed as returning to Adelaide onboard the Balranald which left London on the 14t of October 1932, but it
may have been delayed as they are also recorded as leaving London on the Narkunda on the 18" of November 1932.

In February 1933, John’s son Geoffrey skippered the South Australian 21-foot yacht Carina to a win in the Forster
Cup.

Tragedy struck the Verco family when John’s father (John Verco) passed away in late July 1933 and John’s uncle, Sir
Joseph Verco passed away in early August 1933. Dr WA Verco, Dr R John Verco, Dr J Stanley Verco and Dr Ronald L
Verco all attended the funeral of Sir Joseph Verco.

John represented the doctors of SA at the Australian Medical Congress in Hobart in January 1934 and by August 1935
he was treasurer of the Australasian Trained Nurses’ Association.

In 1937, John and Phoebe’s elder son, Geoffrey Webb Verco gained his MB BS from Adelaide University.
John played in the doctor’s annual golf contest in June 1938.

June 1938 — Doctors at Golf

Dr. R. F. Matters (left) and Dr. R. J.Verco (right)

World War ll

In December 1939, Dr. Geoffrey Webb Verco, son of Dr. and Mrs. John Verco, Payneham Road, St. Peters married
Miss Betty Primrose Sawers, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. K. P. Sawers, of Stannington Avenue, Marryatville at St.
Peter's College Chapel.

By 1940, John was the State president of the British Medical Association and he made many statements to the
papers as part of that role on topics including the selection of doctors for military service, the use of alien doctors




during the war, the proposed national medical scheme, the impact on hospitals due to the depletion of women
power, subsidies for university students and ‘when not to call a doctor’.

President of the SA branch of the British Medical Association, 1940-1943

Both of John and Phoebe’s sons served in WWII, Geoffrey (SX10746) was a Captain in the 2"¢ 10™" Infantry Battalion
and John (SX17092) was a Private. John became seriously ill and has left the AIF prior to June 1944.

Post World War Il

In December 1945, John's sister (Jane Elizabeth Verco), died at her home at Balham Ave, Kingswood. She was 66
years old and had been in ill health.

In March 1946, John was a delegate for South Australia at the Federal Council of the British Medical Association
meeting in Sydney. He also represented SA at the BMA Federal Council in Melbourne in June 1948.

In May 1950 John’s son Dr Geoffrey Verco was made a Fellow of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons.

Death

Reginald John Verco passed away on the 5™ of June 1950, aged 64 years and was buried at the North Road
Cemetery. Phoebe Frances Verco passed away in 1972.

Death Of Dr. |or &'Vews. ls prosent of

John Verco |isnd Coliege of Radsologisss.

Dr. Reginald John Verco, |cated at Prince Alfred College
kenior SA ‘delegate on the [ADd gradusied top of his year

BMA Federa) couneil, died |4 A0

t hix hame. Paynesham road, was & member of the 8BA
.Pﬂmmm’nsn. Council of the Australlan

Dr. Verco, who was had [Trained Nurses' Association.
confined to his hame by | Dr. Verco leaves a widow, Mrs.
liness for three months after (Phoebe Verco, a daughter, Mis
atiack of coronary throm- Verco, and two sons, Dr.
. rey Verco and Mr. John
During World War I1, he was (Verco.
State BMA president for the | A private funeral will leave
untusually long term of three [Dr. Verco's late residence at




Family Legacy

The syringe case pictured below belonged to Dr R John Verco and is now held at the Health Museum of South
Australia.

Geoffrey and Betty Verco had four children, Gillian, Rosemary, Vanessa, and John (all born before 1952).

Building a family dynasty

Story by Ben Osborne

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/lumen/issues/66602/news66686.html

For more than 100 years the Verco family—headed by Sir Joseph Cooke Verco—has been a towering influence on
medicine, dentistry and the University of Adelaide.

In 1840, a young stonemason named James Crabb Verco arrived in Adelaide to help build the new colony of South
Australia.

Nearly 175 years later, his contribution to the State can be measured in far more than mere bricks and mortar. He
began a family dynasty which over the generations has made a huge contribution to South Australia through its
strong links with the University of Adelaide.

More than 15 direct descendants have earned qualifications from the University, with the majority of those coming
from the fields of medicine and dentistry.

The broader family contains many other distinguished Adelaide names including Magarey, McMichael and Ludbrook,
and not least of all J. Robin Warren, who graduated in medicine in 1961 before going on to win the Nobel Prize in
Medicine in 2005.

James' fourth son, Sir Joseph Cooke Verco, was closely involved with the University through his involvement in both
medicine and dentistry.

But it was a contribution that nearly did not happen: he left school at the age of 16 and began work as a clerk in the
railways at Kapunda.

He quickly realised it was not the type of career he had envisaged and returned to school and studied classics before
matriculating.



https://www.adelaide.edu.au/lumen/issues/66602/news66686.html

After studying medicine in London for most of the 1870s, he returned to Adelaide in 1878 to pursue his career--a
move that coincided with the rise of the newly formed University.

In 1885, along with Edward Stirling, he helped found the University of Adelaide Medical School, a move made
possible with funding from Sir Thomas Elder and Mr J.H. Angas.

Sir Joseph's nephew, William Alfred, was one of the first graduates from the new Medical School in 1890. But
reprising his family's masonry past, in 1912 he helped build the first pre-stressed concrete building in Adelaide, with
the engineer being none other than General Sir John Monash.

Located at the corner of North Terrace and Stephens Place, the Verco Building was six stories high and remained
Adelaide’s tallest building for some 20 years. Sir Joseph also played a major role in establishing the University's
Dental School after World War 1, acting as Dean from 1920 to 1928. At the time he was also Dean of Medicine.

These twin streams of medicine and dentistry have continued to intertwine with the Verco family ever since.

Several of James Crabb Verco's grandchildren went on to make significant contributions in both fields. Stanley and
Peter Verco were pioneers in radiology, and Dr Peter Joseph Willis (Joe) Verco was the first graduate of the University
in the specialty of Paediatric Dentistry, and just the second in Australia.

Joe is also the only dentist to have been awarded a Baillieu Medical Research Grant for postgraduate work.

His two brothers, Christopher and William, both have medical qualifications from the University—Medicine and
Dentistry respectively—while his son Sam also obtained a dental and medical degree and is now specialising in oral
and maxillo-facial surgery.

"We are obviously proud of our name and those that have come before us, and that there are expectations," Joe
Verco said.

"But I think it's equally as gratifying that we can give back in other ways. Three generations of Vercos served across
the Australian Defence Forces in the major wars of the 20th century.

"Some of our patients have also gone on to become doctors and dentists. It is gratifying to see that for those who
follow, we can help to shape their professional career paths."

Vercos with University of Adelaide qualifications*
Sir Joseph Cooke Verco, co-founder of Adelaide Medical and Dental Schools
Dr William A Verco (MBBS 1890)

Dr Reginald John Verco (MBBS 1907)

Dr J Stanley Verco (MBSS 1913)

Dr Ron Verco (MBBS 1928)

Dr Geoffrey Verco (MBBS 1937)

Dr Luke Verco (MBBS 1940)

Dr Peter W. Verco (MBBS 1940, MD 1942)

Dr Patricia Verco Wyllie (MBBS 1965)

Dr Christopher J Verco (MBBS 1972)

Dr P Joseph W Verco (BDS 1973, BSc (Dent) Hons. 1975, MDS 1977)




Dr William J Verco (BDS 1976)

Dr Rose Verco (M Pub Hlth 1993)

Dr Samuel Joseph Verco (BDS 2001)

Penny Verco (B Ag Sc - Hons 2002)

Annabel Verco (B Com (Acc) 2003, LLB Hons. 2005)

Susanna Verco (B Ag Sc 2006, Grad Dip Ed 2007)

*This list is a representation of Verco graduates and is not a complete listing.
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Sources

The AIF Project https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/268032

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
Australian War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/

The Adelaide University http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/

http://hdl.handle.net/2440/27201

http://hdl.handle.net/2440/61440

http://hdl.handle.net/2440/614401

http://hdl.handle.net/2440/61438

The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/

(Trove Newspaper articles tagged — Reginald John Verco, Dr GW Verco and John Webb Verco)
SA Genealogy https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html
https://ehive.com/collections/5254/objects/630190/sir-joseph-verco-collection-syringe-case
Ancestry.com.au

http://ww1lsa.gravesecrets.net/va---ve.html
https://headstones2.weebly.com/north-road-s-z.html

November 1918 - Emerging From The Great War - University of Adelaide
https://heuristplus.sydney.edu.au/heurist/?db=ExpertNation&a=2&lI=UAdelaide&placeid#

Verco, Reginald John v.1
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