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(Awarded Military Cross & Mentioned in Despatches) 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club: B Grade 1912 - 1915 
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Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind this 

series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University 

Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who 

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on 

hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King 

and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC 

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one 

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is to 

ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will be 

recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval 

Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence 

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket 

bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who 

served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Charles Trevor 

Turner.  It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

 

 



 

 

The AIF Project – University of NSW 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=306015 

 

 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=306015


 

 

WW1 Service records 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=6342460 

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=6342460


 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

World War 2 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Published Biographies 

Blood Sweat and Fears: Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australian who Served in World War 

1, C Verco, A Summers, T Swain & M Jelly. July 2014 

 

 

 



 

 

Additional Biography 
 
Early Years 
Charles Trevor Turner was born on the 2nd of January 1888 in the Riverland town of Morgan, South Australia. 
 

 
 
His family origins begin in England, with his grandfather, Charles (b 1827 - d 1890) emigrating from Wiltshire to 
South Australia with his wife Ann (née Rider b 1819 - d 1894) in the early 1850s where he set up one of the early 
brick kilns in the Strathalbyn area. 
 

 
 
Charles'  father, Charles John Turner (b 1855 - d 1940), known as John Turner, was born at “Littlecut Farm”, 
Belvidere, Strathalbyn, South Australia, while his mother, Agnes Sarah Matilda Street (b 1854 - d 1935) had come to 
Australia from Birmingham, England.  They were married in 1878 in Wentworth, New South Wales. Charles Trevor 
was the second youngest of their six children (3 girls and 3 Boys). (See Appendix 1) 

 
Charles' father moved to Western Australian Goldfield's about 1903, leaving the Agnes and the family destitute back 
in South Australia.  
 

 
 

 Agnes also eventually moved to Western Australia with family members, and in 1909, they were living at Sandstone, 
near Coolgardie, where John was working in the minefields. In 1910, the family were residing at 174 Cheriton St, East 
Perth. By this time Charles had been attending school in Perth.  



 

 

 
 

 
 

By 1913, Agnes was living at Claisebrook Road, Perth, however her husband was not at this residence, so may have 
again been living in the goldfields. 
 

Education 

After moving to Western Australia, Charles attended Perth Technical School where he excelled in his final year in 
1909. He made the Senior Public Examinations Honours List for English Literature and gained a Credit in Latin. The 
previous year he had only passed one subject, so now 20 years of age he had finally demonstrated his academic 
ability. 
 

Adelaide University 
Following completion of his secondary education, he decided to study medicine. At the time Western Australia did 
not have a medical school, so Charles came to South Australia and enrolled at the University of Adelaide. Other 
members of the Turner family were still residing in Adelaide.  
 
He was a brilliant medical student and topped (or equal) his year from 1910 until 1914 when he graduated. He was 
awarded the following prizes. 

• Elder Prize (2nd Year Medicine - 1911) 

• Dr Davies Thomas Scholarship  (3rd Year Medicine - 1912) 

• Dr Davies Thomas Scholarship  (4th Year Medicine - 1913) 
 

     
 



 

 

After graduating MB BS in 1914, he was registered to practice in February 1915 and secured a position at the 
Adelaide Hospital. 
 

 
 
 

Adelaide University Sport 
While at Adelaide University Charles played football for the "Blacks" from 1912 until 1915. He was Captain of the B 
Grade team and a premiership player in 1914. 

 
1914 B Grade Premiership Team 

 

Charles Trevor Turner (Middle Row in centre) 

There is no record of Charles playing cricket for Adelaide University, however he later participated in cricket matches 

played on University oval between the honorary medical staff and resident doctors. 



 

 

Early Medical Career and World War 1 Enlistment 

Following his graduation, Charles obtained a position as a resident medical officer at the Adelaide Hospital, where he 

would have gained valuable experience before enlisting in May 1915. At that time, his mother was listed as his next-

of-kin and residing at 113 Rundle St., Kent Town South Australia1. He was commissioned with the rank of Captain and 

by August 1915 he was overseas and assigned to the 2nd Australian General Hospital located in Egypt. Soon after, in 

December 1915, with the Gallipoli evacuation complete, he was transferred to the newly formed 1st Pioneer 

Battalion as a medical officer and in March 1916, after a period of training in Egypt, was shipped out to France and 

was soon seeing action on the Western Front. The following excerpt  from Wikipedia gives some indication of the 1st 

Pioneer Battalion's activity.  

"After a short period of training at Serapeum, in Egypt, in late March 1916 the 1st Pioneer Battalion embarked on a 
troopship from the port of Alexandria, bound for Marseilles. After landing in France, they boarded a train and were 
subsequently transported to the Somme. From there, the 1st Pioneers moved to Armentieres where they established 
a camp, in an area which was dubbed a "nursery" sector by the Allies, where newly arrived units could gain their first 
experience of fighting on the Western Front. They subsequently entered the front line around Fleurbaix.  
 

At Fleurbaix, the 1st Pioneers received new equipment and in late May were tasked with assisting the 2nd Australian 
Tunnelling Company in digging a mine towards German lines around the Cordonnerie Salient, where they were 
positioned opposite the 6th Bavarian Reserve Division. On the night of 30/31 May, the sector of the line the pioneers 
were digging under was subjected to a heavy artillery bombardment, followed by a trench raid. In the confusion that 
followed several of the battalion's personnel were killed or taken prisoner. One member of the battalion, Private 
William Cox, was subsequently nominated for a posthumous Victoria Cross for his actions during the raid, refusing to 
leave his pumping station despite the danger and despite already having been wounded. The award was later 
downgraded to a Mention in Despatches.  
 

The battalion subsequently served on the Western Front until the end of the war in late 1918.  After the battalion's 
introduction to trench warfare around Fleurbaix it was committed to the Battle of Pozieres in July 1916 where, under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Edmund Nicholson – an artillery officer who had served at Gallipoli – they laid 
the form-up trench for the attack, before being committed to the capture of the village itself. The battalion's losses in 
its first battle amounted to 180 killed or wounded. During the next two-and-a-half years, the battalion fought in most 
of the main battles that the Australians fought in along the Western Front. They took part in the Battle of Mouquet 
Farm later in 1916, and in early 1917, they were tasked with extending a light railway system towards Fremicourt as 
part of preparations for the Battle of Bullecourt. Later in the year, they took part in the Third Battle of Ypres, taking 
part in actions around the Menin Road, Polygon Wood, Broodseinde Ridge and Passchendaele. Later, around Ypres in 
October, the battalion worked to clear the Ypres–Zonnebeke road, which had virtually disappeared under a layer of 
thick mud and debris due to a prolonged artillery bombardment.  
 

In early 1918, the Germans launched their Spring Offensive during which the 1st Pioneer Battalion, which had spent 
the winter around Messines, supported the 1st Division's operations around Hazebrouck in April, establishing the 
division's trench systems. From April 1918 until the end of the war, the battalion was commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Thomas Murdoch. After the defeat of the German offensive, a lull period followed during which the Allied 
armies sought to regain the initiative through a series of small scale actions dubbed peaceful penetrations, which 
were carried out throughout June and July 1918. During the Allied Hundred Days Offensive that was launched in 
August, which finally brought about an end to the war in late 1918, the pioneers took part in the Allied offensive 
around Amiens, supporting the capture of Lihons and then the exploitation beyond Proyart, losing around 80 
casualties during the month. The following month they followed up the drive through the Somme until the 1st 
Division was withdrawn from the line in late September 1918. They remained out of the line until the armistice in 
November 1918 and did not see any further action. After the war, the battalion was disbanded in May 1919 as part 
of the demobilisation of the AIF and its personnel were repatriated back to Australia."  

Wikipedia - 1st Pioneer Battalion 

 
1 Electoral Rolls still also have her living in Western Australia. 
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Captain Charles Trevor Turner was awarded the Military Cross in June 1917 and later in September was promoted to 

the rank of Major. 

After returning to Australia at the end of hostilities and following his discharge in 1919, he was appointed Medical 

Superintendant of the Adelaide Hospital. The following articles from the Royal Adelaide Hospital and Royal 

Australian College of Surgeons history archives provide some information on his association with the Adelaide 

Hospital and his War service.  

 



 

 

 



 

 

Some published newspaper articles while at the Adelaide Hospital and later in private practice in Unley are provided 

for interest:  

 

 

 



 

 

      

Now in his 40s, as a member of the Adelaide Hospital Honorary Staff Cricket Team, Charles played in the annual 

matches against the resident medical staff. 

 

 



 

 

 

          



 

 

 

 

In 1935 Charles accepted a position as Medical Officer at the Mount Gambier Hospital.  

  



 

 

The following newspaper articles give some insight into Charles' interests and activities at Mount Gambier. 

        

  



 

 

 

In April 1940, Charles' father John passed away, his mother Agnes had died in 1935. 

 

Mrs Turner also particiapated in community affairs and was a member of the Country Women's Association 

 



 

 

 

World War II 

Charles served in WW2 from  December 1941 - 1944 and was called up as a surgeon at Australian Military Hospital  

105 ( Daw Park) for 6 months in 1942. Built by the South Australian Government as a military hospital it was planned 

that is would be used as a repatriation hospital after the War. Major Turner's service continued until February 1944 

when he suffered a broken ankle ("attributed to conditions of service") and was placed on the retired list. 

 



 

 

In 1944 Charles was involved in the plans for a new hospital for Mount Gambier.  

 

 

 



 

 

In 1946 Charles was facing several issues at the hospital including overcrowding for maternity patients  and staff 

shortages. 

      

In 1946, the Turner's moved from Mount Gambier to take over a medical practice at Elsternwick, Victoria. 

 

 

 



 

 

Sadly, Charles wife, Katherine, died in March 1949. Married in 1922, they had four children: Helen (also a doctor), 

Rosemary, Katherine "Jane" and  Charles Trevor jnr. 

  

Sadly, Katherine had passed away only a few months before the marriage of two of her daughters. 

 2 

 
2 John Wilkin as well as being a champion SA Golfer also captained Adelaide University Cricket Club's A Grade team in the early 
1950s.  



 

 

 

Death 

Charles Trevor Turner died on the 28th of May 1977 at Mitcham Victoria. He was survived by his children and his 

second wife, Mona Hosking, who he had married shortly after Agnes' death. 

Profile prepared by Rob O'Shannassy - AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 
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Appendix 1 - Family Tree 

 


