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Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind this
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who

served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King
and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC

WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one

of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is to

ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will be
recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence

between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket
bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who
served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Harry Clifford
Thrush. It is compilation of information and photographs
collected from a variety of historical sources.

(Those men who enlisted, but either because of cessation of hostilities or other reasons did not serve overseas are
still included in the list of AUFC & AUCC players recognised as serving their Country. Our men who enlisted later
in 1918 were not to know that Germany would surrender on 11th November 1918 and so their courage and
commitment to serve should still be recognised.)

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




Service Record



https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8390861

Biography

Early Life

Harry Clifford Thrush was born on the 2" of March 1893, in Adelaide, South Australia, the son of Harry Thrush (Snr.)
and Sarah Frearson. He was known as Clifford or Cliff Thrush and his two siblings, Annie Vera Thrush (born 1895) and
Albert Reginald (born 1900) were also known by their second names. Harry Clifford Thrush was baptised at St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, Adelaide, on the 2" of April 1893. Cliff’s father, Harry Thrush Snr., was a Sadler at 73 Pirie Street,
Adelaide. He was a member of the St John’s Choir for more than 30 years and he loved football, following Norwood
all his life.

Schooling

Cliff commenced his schooling at the Pulteney Street School (later Pulteney Grammar School) and later attended St
Peter’s College, Adelaide. Cliff also was a member of the St John’s Choir from at least 1904 and possessed a clear
treble voice.

In April 1905, aged 12 years, Cliff competed in the Adelaide Exhibition, Musical Competition and came equal second
in the Boy’s Section. He passed the Primary Division, Music Theory examination in June 1905, under teacher, Miss
Bosch. As a result of his success at the Adelaide Exhibition Musical Competition, Cliff was selected to join Mr. Edward
Branscombe’s Westminster Glee and Concert Company. The newspaper article below states that Cliff was to go with
the No. 2 company to Victoria, but another article states that Cliff was only engaged for 4-5 weeks and was to go to

BRANSCOMBE'S COMPANT,
Two Adelaide Boys Engaged.

—_—

Western Australia.

Mr, Fiward Branscombre’'s Westminster
(lee and Coneert Company, who have jus
finisiid o suceessful season in Adelaide. nw
taking away with them two South Austra-
lian boys, whose voiees altracted the maut
ger's notice during his visi The  pew
lecessions to the company are Master Lister
Marton, who too first prize for singing &t
the recent Soush  Austrshan  Exitoman.
and Master Marry Cifford Throsh, the
econd prizetaker. The company have
been sphit up mte two, and Ma=ier Martony
acoomipanies ope portion Lo Western Ans
trabha, while Muaster Thrush goes to Vie
torin with No. 2 company. 1t is satisfae |
tory fo find these youthiul South Austra- |
bhan vocalists suipessiul in oblalning on-
Ragements o eary i their career, and i
such 4 high-class organisation,

Cliff passed the Junior Division Music Theory examinations in November 1906; at this stage he was at St Peter’s
College but was still being taught by Miss Bosch.

In 1908, Cliff competed in heats of the Junior Championship at the St Peter’s College Annual Swimming Carnival. in
August 1909, he was second in the College Cup (220 Yards Flat Handicap) and third in the 120 Yards Hurdles
Handicap at the St Peter’s College Athletics contest.

Cliff and his sister Miss Vera Thrush sang a duet at the President’s Reception at the Esperanto Congress in Adelaide
in October 1911.

Showing his sporting versatility, in July 1911, Cliff was a member of the St Peter’s College Inter-Collegiate Football
team who played against Prince Alfred College and in August that year Cliff was third in the 440 yards handicap at




the St Peter’s College Sports. Cliff also played cricket for St Peter’s in the SACA B Grade competition in the 1911/12

season.

Inter-collegiate Football 1911 - St. Peter's College Team v Prince Alfre

= WP =

ST PETER'S FOOTBALL TEAM, DEFEATED BY 7.5 to 44 e
From loft 1o right—N. B Stevens, R. Wemnyss, E. M. Murray, T, A, Caterar. Exq, A. G, Moyes, J. W \Vehh. T A
2 von Dousea, E R Dowling
!‘_: B Lowe C. E. Pelliw, R H Murray.(Vice-Captain), M Badget Caption), R N, Twopeny. V. H. Robley H B
VoL, Walker, B. W. DoBusgh E. Hickey (Uispisw), B, C Thrash, C. H. N. Symgn.

d College

Daw

St Peter's College 1st X1 Cricket Team v Linden Park SACA B Grade 1911/12

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA - 1867 - 1922) i
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B CRADFE.
B PEC VERWS LINDEN PARK.
ST. PETER'S OOLLEGE.

| H. C. Thewsh, b. a7 a o co et B
. H. Anld, ¢. Bowl, b. Cook .. . 2% 4
H. O. Hopkins, .. G. Ryan, b. N. Collms .. 2%
P. G. Moyes, c. sub.,, b. J. & Ryan .. .. .. &
C. E. Pellew, g, g“‘!;;o: Gibbons .. . g
C H. 8 . % oi ev o5 ve oo
H.}:.lhwymo.n'cmb._h.ﬁbh-.. 3 e oW
W. K. Riley, ¢ J. S. Rym, b. Gibbons .. 2
B. T. Taylor, Lb.w., b. J. S. Rman .. 0
R. N. Twoperny, not out .. .. .. .. .. . o
Jose, absent .. .. . o o2 aa 2t e o= ©
EXIriME oo cc oo oo se oo oo se 20 <o os M
Total - a5, ‘e ¥ e 172
D. n, none for 8: Cook, twn for
56: A. Collins, none for 29; Gibbons, fcur for 35;
J. 8. Rvan, two for 19: W. Coilins, one for 15.

TINDEN PARK.
First Ionings.

-

4 .
SOoOMHAIS=DIO®

we

Total oo o, el el eTel SRR ee ee 5

Bowling. —Moyes, one for T3; Pellew, two for

‘12: Riley, qpe for 12; Twopenny, one!o;- 12; Tay-
[ Jor, two for 4.

H. C. Whittle winning the 440 yards handicap from J. R. Moore and H. C. Thrush.




Adelaide University

Cliff commenced studying for his Bachelor of Arts at Adelaide University in 1912 and gained his BA Degree in
December 1915.

University Sport

Athletics

Cliff competed in 75 yards flat race at the University Athletic Club Sports in June 1912. In 1913 he was second in the
220 yards flat race.

Cricket

Cliff (a batsman) played cricket for Adelaide University from 1912/13 to 1915/16. He played most of his games in B
Grade with an occasional match the A Grade. He made 43 runs in the first innings of a B Grade match in February
1914 against West Torrens, top scoring for University in an innings of 144. In the 1913/14 and 1914/15 season he
managed four A Grade games with a top score of 21 in a match against Sturt in January 1916.

STURT VERSUS UNIVERSITY, | |_Tbe game between University
sound soring Was 4 leature of the ;;‘_“:;‘WM ﬁz::b-ky‘%':; :.b-
game whoh began  between Styrt and l.nn’d “’m""‘;'. miou e
U niversriy on the Unley Oval,  Notwith the ‘mh o
wandinz tue oppresively bot weswner mm‘ﬂl« by W acore e
sesrral of the batenen hit ont vigoroasly. day '-d"‘:,‘w“ The illsmore et
Mlew, who wpened fur Unwveraty with - t by long p mvh. . B
Northey, sored 38, including nine fours, caagh mm&c Pellew 5. and
n 40 minutea.  He tit out fearlemly, “".d“" :"d‘h“.‘ .“"‘“ ing,
panishing the bowling severely with bis m .bowl W“& M“
!re strokes. which accounted ‘or most of | B ';C ;, X mu“ ‘W7 s
his tune., s partner made only eght h.'*'k" or -ll.t? m“"“bm of the
while Pellew made #8.  \Woen SNorthey was caught in .x:'t fhe bulk of the
was canght by MeKay, the wcore was wickete were obtai 570‘ e A
54, The parinersaip lasted 2 minutes (| cured five at an average _-nd-'b’ e
Another fine periormance waw that of |- other wickets 'q& Obh(_‘l“.adm
Wilamore, who scored 36 n 4 minutes. | More and Price wi .l‘x“s.:u. »
Some of Universty's best men, inclading for 6 Ww t » ndn'“.
the Steele Brotucrs, Tay.or, Limb, and|.|Again went to ﬂ';l-. > w‘“ g
Moy es, -rn-dm-mt l.u:‘:l» was -b:‘l‘: “‘\ilbnlﬂd _Pfﬂ(-si“)'m" g..ﬁ:
oW » dis tion, a the stod g . Price three
p;‘l\':fl ‘:me nu:'pbon. For their nine! 'ﬂ'@‘ IIIJ one over. Tbo::"N iell
wickets they showed a total of 198, which _| Bete . . Price, lh'-i.” S 84 M“‘-
ook 133 minutes to compile. Shortly af.er Pellew Dt‘xh ﬁmni.' '“”“M”L e
5 o'clock the home team went to the SW" o . i )
creases.  Gray and Zaschorn opened the in- | w&m mined & ndory__ rune
pings, and attor an hoar and ten minutes’  |ob urst nnings. Scorea:
[iay the partnersbp yichled the century. ~ UNIVERSITY. o
Yachorn made 60 and Gray 4. Tue for- /| First inpings .. .. .. .. ¢ «s oo oo
mer » tally included one mx, and there was | ~ Second Innings. o
» good sprink.ing of #'s in euc) man's wore. | | W. J. Price, b. Price .. .. o0 o0 oo :
Zechorn took 33 minutes to make .| |C. Thrush, b. Price .. .o o0 oo o0 o -
When play was adjonrued until Nl.m:x A Mander, b Pheob'..“.. e
pext Gray's total was unchaoged, A. Limb, ¢. Gray, CWET .. ae an .
Zscnorn was 61, Scorem.— K. M. Wea b. Price .. o« oo 2
UNIVERSITY. C. Richards, pot 08t .. .o es e e .
First Innings. |C. K. Pellew, 0ot 00t .. .o oo oo oo -
. 'l; trlkw.c. Selt!h.? Mr-'llrb RAL o» % i Sundries <. s ss es ss as se w1
J. D, Northey, ¢, Mc , b, s 3
H. B \\'.lla;’an. c. Parkes, b, Barreit 38 Total (for !!h'q wickets) .. .. @&
F. )} ““”T“' c.h&'.l.h._ b, Barrett ‘2. : M W R
\W. J. Price, Lbw., b. McRay .. .. .. ) . M .
H. L. Rayper, ¢, Munday, b. Price .. 2I| :: ?J’n« ee o0 s 10 . : g
A. Mander, tuB OOt .. +v as o o0 oo M 1909 'l‘mtmt e an e i 4 3 1
H. l‘l l'l'hslb. run out .. g (e de . URT.
C. Richards, not out .. .o o {
L. .. Harley, b. McKay .. ole o . wﬁ'ﬂﬂ hna- B e
A Lwmb (a £) o e e e meoae es 0 I R & ““‘."'b" Willa o
Suc;:rb;e-,wys 7. lgbye 1, mo- wl F. K o Price, b. lamore A
B R T B Gould. .el. .l_hyurm,'b.*'l'db' ° 3
198 J. J. Barrett, c. Weathenll, b. Pellkew 3
T‘M"ﬁ;.];""""" { W, D. Price, rum 008 .. oo o o0 20 =+ 13
l"'o M, W. R W. Hewer, b. l‘a‘k"h.'. .b'.. o oo ‘l.
W. D Price .o oo oo 11 0 1 c,tm mm“ gaeii N
W. S Hewer oo o0 .. 2 2 2 42 "\ b. H
J.J. Barrett .. 40 oo 7 12 mn’l:m&;“:?n l‘n«:: = 3
. 4 Mchay .. .. 9 2 2 4 . McKay, T Y I8
B Oy e e ee, ane B, 8O ? Sundrics .. .eoes e 2
Price sad McKay each bowled oe no- TOEl oo cc ou ve 5o o0 o0 oo +o S0
2 G STCRSs & Boo® 4 W R
A U A UL vv v 4% se se we e . »
- iy BB AP i ol llr ‘l}él‘?é‘m e S : ‘.!“
Bres 5, leg-byes 2, no-balls 3 .. .. .._l_! T iy B L. g
Total (for no wickets) .. .. .. .. 111 Masder .. e ‘h 3 273 1
Bowlinz —Willsmore, none for 51: Man- !H"“ wm N 3 = = 3
der, none for 12: Pellew, none for 24; Ray- “".“"’ et et 2 = 3
per, none for 14; Price, nove for L Wmll U and Pellew bowled 2 no-baile.




In the unofficial SACA 1915/1916 season, when many players had left for service in WW1, he played a few more

senior matches including a game against North Adelaide who were dismissed for only 24 runs.

The match between North Adelaide and Usfe

veisity on the siudmts' ground on  Sai-
nehw  opened someationglly, Phillins, whe
captuined  the  porihorems, won  the  tovs,
bt his  side’s  innines  Ieed oildy A
miomtes, e  the o torailed 21 Noe h

Adelaide wert two men short, asd Poilline ol
vior'y made a mustake in deciding to bai,
Wi'kmeore, the [ruvirsty crmtain, howled well,
and he ard Meves accomnted for the opposing
team,  Willsmore captored five wielots at a o st
of 12 yene, and Mores teok twn for 12 Ope
hatsman wig run ou:, and twa being ab-ent, the
(eam wae then acennnted for.  Moyes and Ray
Incr, opening for Uaiversity, Lnocked off the North
Adelalde seees three times over before the first
wichet fell: indeed, Moves, with [3 to his ered ¢,
trebled the North Adelalde’s total ‘msrlf. Moyes

was wvery  fres, and Nt wp his T2 o
35 mintes, 0 of the runs ceming
from boundary  stmkes, Raymer  was

much slower and while lis partrer was petting
theee-qnirtrrs of a contury, Ravner hit up only
M. Thre war a humorong incident while  the
intir-State man was hatting,  Moves drove 3 hay
to mil-m, and all being well he should have
got one ron for it. A toy poodle ran om  the
cround, however, pieked up the !l anl dagied
ot the boundary with Seager, of North Adelide,
in pureuit,  Mowes get four for  the  rtroke,
laynor ran to 8 hofore he waz (anght by Chinner
o his mwn detivorvoa partienlarly good eatch,
Rayner mave three chaneis to stump and one o
vtfch. the frst twa chances being wheia he was
1. Willemnre put wp a ball ta Sorrddl wnen
he was 12 bt hig acconnt was not close! unti
he poacted 2 1~ hateed frecly and o well
Limh, plaving hiz fict game this se2ion, wis
enly half an hoar hitting up ™. He aimel four
fers and eave po chaness  AMer the dismi ol
of these tyremen Unfversite tailed of  From
tomrr fer 952 Lheir perord went off ta nine  for
a3 L, 11, Cvinner (fve for 49) howled romack-
Wiy well far North Adelaide, and descrved  his
merers,  Scores:--

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931)
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UNIVERSITY VFRSUS NORTH
ADELAIDE.

NORTH ADET AIDE,

Soperell, b, Willsmore .. .. o0 o0 o0
Reacer, o, Joee, h, Moyes .,
T, Lesweis, B AT .. o0 4o 0o . es sece
L. Piillips, o Shanasy, b, Willsmore ., ..
Qewart, ¢, Willlmore, h, Movee ., ., .. .
1. Chinner, . Limb, b, Willemore .. ..
Ambler, b. Willmoty ., .. .. .. . «

. 0 Fuleton, &, Limb, b. Willsmore ., ..

. lavlor, not out .. .. ..
(Tut!orbweek, shsent .. .. |
0. u‘m“ ‘}"m e o

SO DO TWWOMNND

" Bowling.
0 W
3

12
12

. "2’

G. Noyme . ..
Willsmore .. .. .. .. ¢
UNTIVERSITY.

6. VMayes, . Sorell, b, Lowis .. .,
I. Rawner, . and h, Chinner .. ., o oo ..
B. Jose, ¢. and b, Fulaton
R. Willemore, b, Chinner .. ..
Limb, h. Chinner .. ., .. ..
A. Mander, e, and b, Chirner .. ..
Xorthov, b, Phillipe ., .. ..

P
I (3 ]

-

I ----‘-'3:.'-':"28 -5

- . -
.

H. C. Thrush, b. ChinneP .. «c .0 oo es o0 oo
W. B, Shanasy, not OUt .. .. .. .. .o s+ o
A. B. Ruseell, e. Chinner, b, Phillipe .. .. ..
BuDACI®B o oo 00 in on on seia b0 06 b0
Total (for 0 wirket®) .. .. .. .. .. 212
Pewling--F. A. Sarrell, nome for 49 Lo A

Phillips, two for 55: L. N, Lewis, none for 27:

W
k-

. G. Fulaton, one for 30; W. Stewart,
i Ia H. Chinner, five for 42,

nope for




Football
Cliff played football for Adelaide University A Grade in 1913-1915 and he was a member of the 1914 Intervarsity
Football team who played Melbourne University in August that year.

1914 - Adelaide University Football Team

1914 AUFC ‘A’ TEAM

BACK ROW: T.B. Sard, W.]. Phillips, A.E. Williams, J.B. Laurie, C.R. Cole, W.]. Price, A.H. Limb, E.G. Dorsch,
L. Carthew, ].D. Northley, C. Gurner.
MIDDLE ROW: N.V. Mengerson, C.E. Pellew, L.A. Hayward (Vice-Captain), J.W. Blacket (Captain), D.M. Steele, W.A. Rollison.
FRONT ROW: L.G. Holmes, F.E. Williams, H.C. Thrush, W.O. Jose.

H.C. Thrush — Front Row — Second from Right

Theological College

While still at Adelaide University, Cliff commenced studying at St Barnabas’ Theological College in 1913.

St Barnabas’ Theological College — Approx 1913

B 48737 Reproduction rights: State Library of South Australia

Back, I-r: A.L.Bullbeck; H.C.Thrush; E.T.Wyllie; L.B.Riley.
Front, I-r: G.T.Shetliffe; R.V.S.Adams; Rev. W.Wragge (Warden); Rev. H.N. Drummond.




Pre-War Career

In January 1916, Cliff was appointed as curate to the Ven. Archdeacon Samwell at Mt Gambier in the south east of
South Australia.

The Rev. H. . Thrush, B Th.L.,
g. Thrush, Rose ‘le‘ll";:. who

School,
s College. He afterwards became a
student at St. Barnabas' Theological Col-

In September 1916 Cliff became engaged to Constance, the second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Middleton, of
Montrose, Knightsbridge. Cliff was ordained into the priesthood by the Bishop of Adelaide, Right Rev. Dr. Thomas, on
the 4" March 1917

World War |
On the 22" of June 1918, Cliff enlisted, aged 24 years and four months. He was described as 5'7%”, with a medium

complexion, brown eyes and brown hair. Cliff had been a cadet for two years while at St Peter’s College.

When Replying please Quote this No.

COMMONWEALTH - OF AUSTRALIA.

South Australion S

__26th June, 191 8,
From  peeruiting officer, To __The Enrolling Officer,

Recruiting Depot
" MOUNT GAMBIER, = A n’l’ile Ir"D *.

Re~ H. C, TERUSH.

This man, who is the assistant Minister of the Church of England, has
becn trying for some time to enlist, having just obtalned the consent
of the Bishop, he at once presented himself, passed and wag enlisted.
As he had just been appointed to the charge of 'a Parigh, it will be
necesgary tor'hhn to make some arrangements in connection with the
same, but before doing g0, he wants to pass the final examination
in Adelaide_ which Re intends doing on the loth July, and if paseed,
wants & few wecks to coMplete his arrengements, which it would be
no use his doing if he failed to pass, I therefore granted him
leave until the 10.7,18, on the understanding that you would grant
him the additional leave after passing the final examination, had
this not been done, he probebly would have been unable to enlist,
Only one Rail-warrant will be issued, as he will not return to
Mount @Gambier, when once sent to Adelaide, which is his home,

5 / 5 -
a /’,(/ Wtz o1,

Recruiting Officer.




On enlistment, Cliff’s father was listed as his next-of-kin, however one of the “arrangements” that Cliff made
between enlisting and entering camp, was to marry Constance Marjorie Middleton on the 7™ of August 1918 at St
Matthew’s Church of England Church, Marryatville, SA. Thus his next-of-kin was altered to show Constance Thrush of
Gurney Road, Rose Park, Adelaide in that role.

From 11" of September, when he arrived in camp, to 8" of October 1918, Cliff was a private in B Coy. He then
transferred to “Butler’s Rifles”. Cliff was briefly an acting Corporal before being discharged on the 24" of December
1818, due to the cessation of hostilities. Cliff did not serve overseas.

Post-War Career and Family Life
In December 1918, the Bishop of Adelaide appointed the Rev. Clifford Thrush, B.A., Th.L., to the charge of the

St Mary’s Penola, Kalangadoo and Coonawarra Churches. In 1920, Cliff was central umpire at several local football
matches.

On the 26%™ of August 1920, Cliff and Constance’s daughter, Ann Christobel Thrush, was born at the Rectory at
Penola.

Cliff accepted role at St Stephen’s, Willunga, in July 1921. His area of responsibility included Aldinga, Noarlunga and
McLaren Vale.

Laying the foundation stone of St. Stephen's Church of England Parish Hall, Willunga
November 20th, 1924.

R h ”{5‘

» ey - :.ﬁ;' '—

B 55417/52

L-r: Fred Self, Joe Leaker, Gilbert Hunt, Rev. Nutter Thomas, Rev. Thrush,
Captain Malpas, Charlie Lipson.

Cliff’s sister Vera married Harold Gard. The couple both sang in the grand opera in Adelaide in 1924 before departing
for Europe to further their musical careers. Vera continued to sing under the name of Miss Vera Thrush. Their son




Alfred Harold Brentnall "Alf" Gard served as a fighter pilot in WW2 and became a legendary all-round sporting
commentator for the ABC (primarily horse racing). Alf also had a good singing voice.

Miss Thrush's father bad a very fine
vcice, and the elder brother, now the Rev.
Chifford Thrush, who toured with the
Branscombe Westminster singers, was
very well known as a boy musician. ““Mr.
Branscombe offered to take him to Eng:
land, where be would have been educated
at Eton,” said Miss Thrush, “but my
mother thought at 12 he needed a home
upbnn%inx. and refused the offer. The
other brother, Reginlad, is well known,
too. Our parents, all being musical, bave
"vcn us all their help and encouragement.

In October 1925, the Bishop of Adelaide appointed Cliff to St Augustine’s, Renmark and the following summary of
Cliff’s life was published in “The Register’ in January 1926.

Anglican,

Mr. Thrush, who in a som of Mr. H.
Thrush, Rose Park, had a briliiant aca- |
demic career. He was educate] at Pul-‘
teney Street School and 8t. Peter’s Collag.‘
He afterwards became a student at St
Baroabas' College, and the Adewide Uni-|
versity. He secured his B.A. dogree inf'
December, 1015, and a few weeks later
m first place in the seomd claee

list for the L.Th. diploma st the |
Australian College of Theology, and wan

ol Lusconmdersbie masical by, His

Wt wia as curate to the late
Samwell, at Mount Gambier.
He was ordained in March, 1917, and re
turned to the sphere of work. He enlisted
for active service in June, 1918, and was
retained in camp until the close of hosti-
lities. For three years he acted ae m«t

in-charge of St 2
and in 1921 became %'o

In July 1926, Cliff’s father (Harry Thrush) was one of the choristers who took part in the St Peter’s Cathedral Jubilee
Services. Harry, at the age of 11, had sung the first solo at the opening of the Cathedral in 1876. Harry was described
as the father of “the well-known soprano, Miss Vera Thrush, and the Rev. H.C. Thrush (of Renmark), and the Rev.
A.R. Thrush (of St Barnabas College).”

While at Renmark in 1927, Cliff acted as a supervisor for University Public Examinations and he gave the address on
ANZAC Day in 1928. In May 1928 the Thrush family had a holiday in Adelaide.

In June 1928 Cliff was appointed the Rector at St Cuthbert’s Church, Prospect. He was farewelled from Renmark by
about 80 soldiers in the Renmark RSA (sic) club rooms and at a social at the institute at Renmark. He took up his role
at St Cuthbert’s in late August 1928.
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Rev. H. C. Thrush Appointed.

Thl. rector o Angustine’s, .
‘(h;o " the living of St - »
|| Chure , I suctession
;“h‘ e recognition “l.“of u.‘-'-m of
" a L
I:m-t well known for his work in
sevaral country districts in the ot
Adelaide.  Asx u boy Mr. Thrush was 2
leader in the choir of 8t. Jobn's Chureh,
Halifax street, and ever since he haa been
kuown for his nukd He waa ed
'oatod At St Peter™s , and at the
Adelaide  Puiverity aduated in

arts fn 115, e di4 B ﬁ‘ﬂnl
course st St Burnsbus's College, e
Toay o the Rumersiies Colingn of M1d ""L
gy of ¢ 1 G A
being =econd on the list for Austrilia
| war ordsined fo 1005, and prisst
in 1017 by the of , and
| werved as curate of Christ Church, Mount
l('utnbm At the end of hin ¢ he
wed the ALF. bt the war e be
i ie “&J"W"'“ e D e o4
wis B n
Penola, snd Inter ndu' of Wi ., In
128 he was appointed priost in ol
Renmark, with the Berri Mismon attached,
( sucensnful was his ministry that within
six months Kenmark was raised to the
(wtatue of a parish, .au.am was
able to institute Mr, Thrush as rector,
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By October 1928, Cliff was president of the St Cuthbert’s (Church of England) Football team.

St Cuthbert’s (Church of England) Football Team
1928 Premiers —A Division No 2, United Church Football Association

K adh

8§T. CUTHBERT'S (CHURCH OF ENGLAND) FOOTBALL TEAM.—Premlers of A division, No. 2, United Church
Back Row—E. Allen ( ittee), H. Ad F A‘F‘ootbﬂl T’A“aﬁ"“. M. Re
9 z eomm: ' H o s mson, T. way, M. binson, R. Hu , G. .
Third Row—-M. Banyer (goal umpire), K..,carur. l.’.. WMM&. }/ ?ms. M. Berry, M. H'u‘.:ood "w" """"‘..‘.,‘”3.
rainer).
Second Row—E. Stovens (honerary secretary), H. Collins (committee), L. Rows (captain), Rev. H. C. Thrush (president),
C. Almond (viee-captain), T." Lashmar (committes), L. Burt (cosch).
Front Row—F. Hardwieh . L. de Youn g, G. Lines, S. Newberry, D, Hall.

H.C. Thrush — Second Row — Fourth from Left

In October 1928, Cliff’s wife Constance was reported to be seriously ill in Adelaide and she remained in poor health
for the rest of her life. On the 27™ June 1929, Cliff’s car was stolen; the car was recovered in New South Wales in

August 1929.

MOTOR CAR STOLEN

RECOVERED IN NEW SOUTH
WALES

Between 4 and 5 pm. on June 27 3
five-seater Morris Cowley motor cal
owned tby the Rlcv. H. C. Thrush, of

» Was stoien from the corner

Hill and Barnard streets, North Ad:’
lalde. The car is valued at £100. The
Detective Office received a communica-
tion from the Newcastie police T
day that Edward Bray and altey
George Smart had been arrested on
several charges at Muswellbrook, and
that they had Mr. Thrush's car in their
possession.




Cliff was principal preacher at the St Peter’s and Prince Alfred Collegiate Old Boys Week in July 1929.

In March 1930, Cliff became the first President of the newly formed SA Badminton Association.

Cliff was also the Chairman of the Babies’ Home Walkerville, a role he held for many years.

For the Convention of Anglican Clergymen held in Adelaide in May 1931, Cliff was the secretary to the committee
and a member of the sports committee with A.E. Kain and C.H. Williams.

The Thrush family went to Renmark for their holidays in June 1933 and September 1936.

St Ninian’s Choir, Prospect North - 1935

H.C. Thrush — Centre Row — Third from Left

In November 1933, Cliff was the preacher at the Pulteney Old Scholars annual service and in September 1934, he
presented the prizes at the Pulteney School Sports. In May 1938, Cliff was the preacher at the service to celebrate
the 90™ anniversary of the opening of the Pulteney Street School.




A portrait of Cliff and Constance’s daughter Christobel appeared in the ‘News’ in September 1938, she was then
aged 18 years.

MISS CHRISTOBEL THRUSH, daughter of the rector of St. Cuthbert’s
Church, Prospect (the Rev. H. C. Thrush!, and Mrs. Thrush.
Rembrandt Portrait

Church of England Synod — September 1938

AT THE HIRCH OF ENGLAND SYNGD st Ha ! e Hall Neeth tersnce it A

H.C. Thrush - Far Right




World War Il

In January 1940, Cliff was appointed a Chaplain in the Army Chaplains’ Department for the 4™ Military District (SA
and Broken Hill).

Tragically for Cliff and Christobel, Constance passed away on the 25™ of May 1940 aged just 47 years. Constance was
buried at the North Road Cemetery (Nailsworth). The Thrush family were living at 2 Ballville Street, Prospect at the

time of Constance’s death.
OBITUARY

Mrs. Oanmneemu Thrush,
wife of Rev. H. C of St. Cuth-
bert’'s, Ballville st.ar.eet Prospect. died

aged 47 She had
beenmmlthlaunmtlzyws.
8She was a daughter of the late Mr. and
Mrs, Middleton, of tsbridge, and
leaves a daughter, 1. Until
her illness she was a great church
worker and was beloved among church

Cliff was appointed Chaplain (Fourth Class) to the Royal Australian Air Force from the 11*" of December 1940. There
was further sadness for the Thrush family when Cliff’s father, Harry, passed away on the 9t of June 1941, at his
residence at 107 Sydenham Road, Norwood, aged 76.

Cliff’'s WWII records are not yet open to the public, but he was absent from St Cuthbert’s on military duty from
August 1941. He officiated at a funeral at the West Terrace Cemetery in November 1941. Cliff was in London before
1943, as he was photographed singing with the RAAF Glee Club, on the 4™ of January 1943. The RAAF Glee Club was
formed by an RAAF Chaplain, Squadron Leader Gordon Wood on board a ship which brought Australian airmen to
England in 1942. Members of the Club where photographed broadcasting in the weekly series "Britain Sings" in the
BBC's Empire Services.

H.C. Thrush - Second from Left

Left to right: 413150 Pilot Officer Frank Walker of Wellington, NSW; Sqn. Ldr. H. C. Thrush of Adelaide, SA;
Sqn. Ldr. G. Wood; 409597 Pilot Officer L. Roper of Bentleigh, Vic; 412396 Sergeant Pilot C. Byrnes of Moree, NSW;
401317 Sergeant Observer C. Notman of Skipton, Vic; 408511 Pilot Officer D. Pile of Camberwell, Vic.




The Glee party performed at Australian House, London on Australia Day (26" January 1943) and “their songs were
received with great enthusiasm by the audience”.

Group portrait of eight RAAF members of a Glee Party
performing at a concert at Australia House, London on Australia Day 1943

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL SUK10505

H.C. Thrush — Third from Left (including the pianist)

Identified from left to right: pianist 416307 Pilot Officer (PO) Hamilton Roland Dacre Budd) from Broken Hill, NSW (died 1 August 1943 on
operations over the Atlantic Ocean); 413150 PO Frank Sutton Walker (observer) from Wellington, NSW; Squadron Leader (Sqn Ldr) Harry
Clifford Thrush (chaplain) from Adelaide, South Australia; Sqn Ldr Gordon Gladstone Wood (chaplain) from Wellington, NSW who conducted
the choir (died 18 June 1944 in UK); 412396 Sergeant (Sgt) Charles Keith Byrnes (pilot) from Moree, NSW; 401317 Sgt George Claud Notman
(observer) from Skipton, Victoria; 408511 PO Donald Zalva Pile (pilot) from Melbourne, Victoria (died 26 October 1943 in Scotland); and
409597 PO Leslie Walter Roper (pilot) from Melbourne (died 4 September 1943 on operations over Germany).

In February 1943, Cliff conducted the funeral service for Flight Sergeant R.H. Middleton, the first member of the
RAAF to be awarded the Victoria Cross.

The Australlan Alr Force padre.
the Rev H C Thrugh formerly of
§! Cuthbert's. Prospect. conducted|
the service, He sald that Austrs-
lians everywhere were p of|
this young man. whose manner of|
dying brought homor to himself
end to his country.—A.A.F.

On the 31°t of March 1944, Cliff was among the performers who sang for the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester at the
Boomerang Club in London.




Cliff married Adelaide doctor, Captain Alfreda Krichauff of the Royal Army Medical Corps in the UK prior to his return
to Adelaide in September 1945.

Doctor Married

APTAIN Alfreda Thrush—South
Australians will remember
her as Alfreda Krichauff—| to
be back in Adelaide before Christ-
mas to join her husband, Chaplain
H:C. rush, RAAF., who came
home this week after more than
three vears overseas.

It is eight years since his medico
bride left for England, after be-
ginning her medical studies a.
Adelaide University. to complete
her degree at London Univers:ty.

She joined the Roval Army
Medica! Corpe on the outbreak of
war, was stationed near London
first. then went to India on duty
for a year. She married Chaplain
Thrush on her return to London.

In March 1945, a stone from the tomb of St Cuthbert within Durham Cathedral, was unveiled at St Cuthbert’s
Church, Prospect. The stone had been given to the Prospect church at Cliff’s request.

STORIC STONE FOR

ST. CUTHBERT'S
Unveiling Ceremony On
Tuesday

At the r nzum!“:oxme

HC chapiain|
the RAAF In England, where
bas spent four years_ 8 stone

aken from the tomb of BL Cuth-

within Durha.m Cathedral was

8y the Dean and Chapter of|

Lo the Chumb of St Cuth-

bert, Praspect, 1de a direct,
hislorie and tangible link bttm
that ghurch uJ the tomb of |

tron “mktd tive of Northum-

who d in

8 na
The stone has been fAtted In

SAnctuary rall in the chance! al
e‘ Cu‘t.ggcgs mdb'lt m:u& be un-
Adelaide (Rigzht Rev B P Ro lm
on Tuesday evening whep a ser-
vice of evensongz | ne conducted
by the choir The Bishop will

The Mayor o!f Prospect Mr 8
T. Mellor) and councillors and
representacive of the hostorica
section of the Roval raphica
Society will be present e act
ing rector of 8: Cuthberts s th
Rev. N M Clout
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September 1945 — Airmen returning from WWII

H.C. Thrush — Front Row — Third from Left

Post WWII
After the War, Cliff returned to his pre-war role at St Cuthbert’s Church and as Chairman of the Walkerville Babies’
Home.

Cliff’s daughter, Christobel married Warrant Officer William Russell Swanson (RAAF), the twin son of Mr and Mrs
J.W. Swanson, of Hyde Park at St Cuthbert’s Church, Prospect on the 3™ of November 1945. Her Uncle, the Rev. AR.
Thrush officiated.

In February 1947, Cliff had the honour of christening his first grandchild, Carolyn Ann Swanson, the daughter of

Christobel and Russell Swanson.
 Grandfather
To Baptise
Baby Girl

'II'I'B Rev. H. C. Thrush will

christen  his  grand-
daughter at St. Cuthbert's
Church, Prospect, tomorrow
afternoon.

The baby, who will wear a
lovely old family gown, is
Carolyn Ann, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Russell
Swanson, of Hyde Park. Mrs.
Swanson was Christobel
Thrush before her marriage.

Godparents chosen for
Carolyn Ann are Mrs. Mag-
nus Badger, Heather Paddick,
and Robert Howie, of Singa-
pore.

After the ceremony the
baby’s health will be drunk
at the home of her grand-

parents, Ms. and Mrs, John
I Swanson, of Hyde Park.

In October 1947, Cliff was present when the Prospect branch of the Air Force Association was inaugurated and he

conducted the service at the State War Memorial in Adelaide on Air Force Day (the anniversary of the Battle of
Britain) in September 1948. In May 1950, Cliff conducted Evensong at the centenary of his former parish church at
Willunga. By 1954, Cliff has been at St Cuthbert’s for 26 years.




It is possible that Cliff continued to serve at St Cuthbert’s until 1960 when he was aged 67.

Cliff and Alfreda travelled to Europe. They returned to Australian departing from Rotterdam and arriving at
Freemantle, Western Australia on the 13" of August 1961, onboard the Ténsberg. Their address in South Australia
was 39 Wattlebury Road, Lower Mitcham.

Cliff’'s mother, Sarah, passed away in 1968.

Death

Harry Clifford Thrush passed away on the 13" of April 1975, aged 82. He was cremated at Centennial Park, Adelaide
on the 14" of April 1975 and his memorial is at the North Road Cemetery, Nailsworth, SA. His last abode was at
Mitcham.

Alfreda Wilma (or Wilhemina) Thrush passed away on the 22" of October 1987, aged 82. She was cremated at
Centennial Park on the 26™ October 1987. Her last abode was Unit 4, 7 Kirkdale Ave., Hazelwood Park, SA.

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee
Sources:

The AIF Project https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/
RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/
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Australian War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C270900

The Adelaide University http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged — Harry Clifford Thrush)

SA Genealogy https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html

Ancestry.com.au

State Library of South Australia
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+48737
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/SRG+94/A3/13/36
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https://it.billiongraves.com/grave/Harry-Clifford-Thrush/13648213
http://www.churchhistories.net.au/church-catalog/prospect-sa-st-cuthberts-anglican/

Thrush, Harry Clifford v.1



https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C270900
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/
https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+48737
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/SRG+94/A3/13/36
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/SRG+94/A110/21/1
http://lindsaylobe.blogspot.com.au/2016/01/raaf-glee-club.html
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+55417/52
https://it.billiongraves.com/grave/Harry-Clifford-Thrush/13648213
http://www.churchhistories.net.au/church-catalog/prospect-sa-st-cuthberts-anglican/

