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Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive behind this
series of biographical publications is the Adelaide University
Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our players who
served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These brave men put on
hold their academic, professional and sporting careers for King
and Country in the name of peace and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC
WW1 Memorial Committee is endeavouring to identify every one
of our players who served and prepare life stories on all. This is
to ensure their sacrifices and further contributions to society will
be recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University Oval
Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a picket fence
between the pavilion and the scoreboard with each picket
bearing a plaque with the name of an AUFC/AUCC player who
served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Wybert Milton

Caust Symonds. It is compilation of information and
photographs collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




Introduction

As an impressionable boy, not even a teenager yet, I was fortunate to have the opportunity to
attend Adelaide Boys' High School. It was 1962, it was his final year as Principal and in that
single year, I learned to respect and appreciate his words of advice; mainly given during our
school assemblies. I recall vividly his softly spoken, but mostly serious well chosen words,
that demanded our best endeavours and that we always honour the School and what it had
stood for.

In the beginning, I knew little of the contribution Wybert Milton Caust Symonds had made to
secondary education, both in the city and regional South Australia. | knew even less about
who he really was.

There was a multitude of archival records available from which to research and construct
this biographical work. These included his war service records, digitised newspaper articles,
genealogy databases, Adelaide University Archives, school magazines and several other
sources. From these, it was possible discover a little more about the life of Wybert Milton
Caust Symonds, in education, sport and the community. This however, could only provide a
relatively superficial picture of the man and his character.

With thanks to his grandson, Nicholas Birrell, I have had the privilege to access his memoirs?
recorded by Wybert on cassette tape when he was in his mid-eighties. In the tape recordings,
he thoughtfully reminisces, with articulate sentiment, about his boyhood days through to his
last years. This provides his own intimate, but modest, reflections on his life achievements
and gives a perspective relating to the importance of his family, particularly in reference to
the great support he had from his wife, Jean. It also provided more information relating to
his activities after his retirement from Adelaide Boys' High School, which was not readily
available in the public domain.

Robert Martin O'Shannassy (April 2020)
Adelaide Boy's High School
1962 - 1966

! Audio biography recorded by W.M.C. Symonds from July 1982 - May 1983.
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SYMONDS, Wybert Milton Caust

@

) S Personal Details Service History Personal Stories

Service Number:

Enlisted:

Last Rank:

= Last Unit:
;

>

Born:

Home Town:

Schooling:
Occupation:
Died:

Cemetery:

Memorials:

62147

29 April 1818, Adelaide, South Australia

Corporal

1st to 6th (SA) Reinforcements

Chain of Ponds, South Australia, 7 November 1897

Chain of Ponds, Adelaide Hills, South Australia

Teacher

Natural causes, Flinders, South Australia, 4 August 1984,

aged 86 years
Centennial Park Cemetery, South Australia

University of Adelaide WW1 Honour Roll Mitchell Blda®

World War 1 Service

29 Apr 3818:
6 Aug 1918:
6 Aug 1918:

7 Nov 1919:

Enlisted AIF WW1, Private, SN 62147, Adelaide, South
Australia

Embarked AIF WW1, Private, SN 62147, 1st to 6th (SA)
Reinforcements, SS Gaika, Adelaide

Involvement AIF WW1, Private, SN 62147, 1st to 6th (SA)
Reinforcements, Enlistment/Embarkation WW1

Discharged AIF WW1, Corporal, SN 62147

Harry, Claude & Wybert Symonds




War Service Record - National Archives of Australia

Service Record can be accessed through the following link:



https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8097652

Biography

Family Origins? and Early Years

Wybert Milton Caust Symonds was born on 7th November 1897 at Chain of Ponds, South Australia. His parents
were John Symonds and Amelia (née Caust).

Both John and Amelia's parents were born in Cornwall and emigrated to South Australia. Francis Symonds and
Thomasine Symonds (née Crocker) arrived aboard The Navarino in 1848 and James Caust and Ann Caust (née Clogg)
were aboard The Recovery in 18393. They became some of the earliest families to settle and farm in the Chain of
Ponds area.

Francis Symonds
Born 1796 - Tregolls Farm, St Wenn, Cornwall - Died 1885 "Rosedale" Chain of Ponds

Wybert's father, John Symons was only 5 years old when his parents and their eleven children arrived in Australia.
Within six months Francis and his family had taken up land at Chain of Ponds. His mother, Amelia was born in 1854.
Her father, James Caust had set up a blacksmiths shop in Pirie St, Adelaide shortly after his arrival in South Australia,
but then relocated to Chain of Ponds in 1855 to take up farming. He later set up a blacksmiths and wheelwrights
shop to service the local community and travellers. Many other members of the Symonds and Caust families also
settled in the same region.

Wybert's parents married in the Chapel of the Bible Christian Church, Young Street, Adelaide on 21st April 1883.

South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900)
Thursday 24 Mayv 1883, page 4

MARRIAGES,
SYMONDS-CAUNT. —Om the Zist at the
Bible Christian Church, Adeladde, by hosnes, by
|’ln~ l:w. l.l‘ Lang, Joth Symonda, J P,l thisd son of
macly rn«uu. P, 0 Ame youngest
danghter of Mz J. P. Osust, both of Chain of Pands,

2 Ancestry.com; Knight Family Tree ( See Appendices)
3 The authors great great grandparents, Thomas and Cordelia Harding also arrived in South Australia on The Recovery in 1839




John and Amelia Symonds c 1883
"After their Wedding"

A township was laid out in the Chain of Pond's district in the early 1850s and this helped attract more settlers and
businesses. Improvements to the North-Eastern Road to Steventon (Tea Tree Gully) followed, but unfortunately the
bullock track to the Morning Star Inn at Chain of Ponds, which penetrated through the opening to the gully and then
serpentined through the hills, was almost impassable during the winter months.

South Australian Registe [Adelade, SA : 1839 - 1800),
Salurday 2 September 1854, page 3

PARYA WIRRA.
N tunday, lﬂu Avounl,

Prosent - Messes, Trestrail, Hooper, and Seott; Mr,
Jum'l‘mrdlhtbfhdr

Rowolved -That Mr ldh&-.nnr'mwm
wuouwmmlmﬁn&d&h .\-m‘hﬁ;h-l
Chdrmen, s the N
et G €
wmmwmm.-wm the wain |

North: Rastecn-rual, and repur ‘ sm aliowt |

impassable, botwern w-mu- Star

ln t‘hnndmw:lmu&l Mﬁb
ol obtun “ﬂz

t‘ saneil world undertake to do mmh

were placed at their disposal.

- -a . “

In 1855 Francis Symonds was one of the Chain of Ponds landowners who signed a "Memorial" (a statement of facts)
to petition the Central Board of Main Roads to improve the North-Eastern Road and bullock track through to Chain

of Ponds. The township at Chain of Ponds was originally called Philp Town, named after the founding publican of The
Morning Star Inn, Oliver Philp.

Why Wybert?

Wybert was named after entertainer Wybert Reeve (1831 - 1906). Apparently with so many names already used up
for boys of the Symonds families in the Chain of Ponds area, it was said that his father and mother had difficulty
thinking up an original christian name. It was finaly decided to name him after Reeve, a popular English actor who
came to Adelaide and at the time was managing the Theatre Royal. The year before Wybert's birth, he was the first
to demonstrate "moving pictures" in South Australia. The origins of his other christian names are fairly obvious,




being after John Milton the English poet and Caust, his mother's maiden name. Wybert was the youngest of eight
children born to John and Amelia. Sadly, two sisters, Anne (1890 - 1893) and Alma (1892 - 1895) died in infancy and
a brother, Hedley (1893 -1893) died at birth. Infant and child mortality before the age of 5 was was still very
common and if you were in the country the risk to life was higher. Wybert had three surviving older brothers, John
(1888 - 1966), Claude (1894 - 1988) and Harry (1895 - 1921) and older sister, Bessie (1886 - 1987).

Growing up on the family farm, Wybert would learn much about the care of the land and crops, rounding up (with
the help of Max the cattle dog) and milking the cows and harnessing "Darkie" the horse to the family buggy. He and
Brother Harry knew all the spots around the property where the mushrooms were plentiful and the best locations to
set the rabbit traps; both a means of making some pocket money. At age twelve he shot his first fox with his own
gun, a .22 caliber Winchester, which he had acquired as a 10 year old. At day's end, after all farm duties had been
completed; young Wybert would be called into the weatherboard farmhouse "Rosedale" for the evening meal.
Afterwards his mother often read adventure stories to him which created an early interest in reading.

The Symonds and Caust families from the Chain of Ponds area were very much involved in local community affairs.
They played in a variety of sports and Wybert's father was the President of the Chain of Ponds Cricket Club and a
Vice-President of the North East Hills Cricket Association for many years.

Wybert's father, John Symonds, like his father Francis Symonds, was a local Methodist preacher. John was also the
Chain of Ponds member on the Para Wirra District Council for 30 years, having taken over that role from Francis, who
also had been on the Council for 30 years.

Millbrook Primary School

Wybert started formal schooling at 7 years of age, and walked the 3 miles from "Rosedale" to attend the local
Millbrook School.

Millbrook School students with their teacher Mr J.H. Risley _

(Photo Peg & Bill Chartres' collection)

From 1904 until 1911 he completed his primary education under the watchful eye of headmistress Mrs. Belcher. He
participated in a variety of school, church, sporting and other community activities. Wybert showed his musical




attributes by performing a duet with his brother Harry at a church function in 1908 and his athleticism by winning a
running race at a sports day in 1910.

[Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931),
q | Saturday 22 October 1910, page 16
[ OF PONDS, November 2.—A DISTRICT COUNCILS,
meeting for the distribution of Sunday- CHAIN OF PONDS, October 18 —The rifle match
aé:l?onlhmwarﬂa was hsleld in the Methodist D e (i eroh Witk the: th-
urch on Friday night. The Rev. F. R. N LR SR e e
Caust Ppremded A solo was rendered by ) 'T)'.&".‘;J-'nbp:‘i-?a °r'..r':'t"h'£;«:?-'1m
Harry and Webert Eyamonds, Mas Bots | | St oo ot e Mot (G0
Eymohg aﬂ]mg h:a ?Jmompnniat. Mr. J. “::':JE":O "t '-?‘-n""""” ~ "6’.‘:“;:‘- ’3;
Symon o has been associated with e N ta' Nwerh—A. Watkimy
the school since its inception in the various g.“.tm .’I:im ::tnet:-{m:‘t ";ﬁ.l:';
offices of teacher, secretary, and superinten. g S o R Aoy 4
dent for 46 years, delivered an address. Koo W m,'f “r'c'y\.u A
The rewards were distributed by the Buper- Watta Girls". W. Burton, A. Joyee, Shefield
intendent, - Mr. H. 4. Allbright.—Cudlee Beote i & A
Creek seored 78 (A. Moore 19, W. Pool Maiden wll, Wilkey,
14, E.- Kelly five.for 14, R. Hannaford five . % Ruce—P, P, Tur
for * 11), againét Gumeracha 28. . Cudlee e, 8 lw‘ Musical Chalrs—W, Wilkey,
SREal s SR | | e i B
, y . six for . Hannafo o J. . Hywonds. Bowling L

wickets) against Foresters 25, J. G '&"-_-@. 250 2

Sadly for the family his father John passed away on 23rd September 1913 aged 72, leaving his wife, a daughter and
four sons.

[

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954),
Saturday 4 October 1913, page 44

The late Mre. John Symonds, who.e sod.
den death from Deart Tailure was yevently
announced, was for many years u vesident
of Chain of Pond<,  Born in Cornwull 71
years 8o, the de cased emigrated to Aas-
tralin with lis parents at the age of five,
With his two brothers, he luok_lt}l lavid on
the lh’nufht-m and also gt Gum Flat, Min-
laton, wlich they worked in conjunction
with e farm at Chain of Ponds,  Mr,
Symoneds filled many leading  positions in
L“u.- district, wiel on various oooasions was
asked to stand for Parllamentary honors,
but declined.  For 30 years he was a mem.
per of the Para Warra Disteict Council, andd
for most of that period was chairman. e
suceeeded hix father, who for more than 3
years opcupied that position. My, Bymonds
was a director of the Gomeracha  Baotter
Fuetory, and une of the foundors; and for
30 years wa< a brustee of the Gumeracha
Oddfellows’  Lodge.  In the  Mothodist
Chureh he was a loeal  preaclier,  cirvuit
steward,  Sunday-school  snperintendent,
trustee, and attended the Methudist Con:
ference aw & vepresentative from the Game-
rovha and Mount Torrens eiveuit, A wislow,
four song, and one deaghtor (Mrs, 6 Bag.
show), one brother  (Mr.  Chavlw Sy
monds), n sister (Mes.  Willlon  Canst),
both of Chain of Ponds, and w half-sistey
(Mrs. Jay, of Adelmde), aro smong the

aen'lhvl.w l’(’lﬂ“Vl". Mr JOhn Symonds




At the time of his death he was the Chairman of the Para Wirra District Council and had just been re-elected
President of the Chain of Ponds Cricket Club. Representing the local residents, he had also been involved in the
dealings with the State Government over the construction of the new Millbrook Reservoir.

Wybert showed an early interest in becoming a teacher and two years after completing his primary education and
having attained the prerequisite age of 15 years, returned in early 1913 to Millbrook School as a Monitor*. He then
was appointed as a Junior Teacher in December 1913. Under the guidance of headmaster Mr. John F. Davis he
gained self-confidence in the classroom. Wybert's older brother, Harry had also been a Monitor and Junior Teacher
appointed to the Norwood School.

Adelaide High School

Older brother John "Gumma" had already spent two years at Prince Alfred College, however with an interest in
teaching Harry and Wybert would need to go to Adelaide High School (the former Pupil Teachers School). In January
1913 Harry passed the entrance examinations and in 1914 Wybert also gained entry to Adelaide High School to
complete his Junior Public Examinations. He had ridden his second hand bicycle from Chain of Ponds early in the year
to enroll. For several years Harry and Wybert boarded together at Miss E. Sprigg's home at St Peters in a house that
is now part of St Peter's College. It would take him three years to prepare for entry into Teachers College and
University.

In 1914 at Adelaide High School, Wybert passed in five Junior® Public Examination subjects (English, History,
Geography, Physics and Drawing). He also attended the Adelaide School of Art and achieved a pass in Solid
Geometry. Wybert then completed the Senior® Public Examinations passing six subjects in 1915 (English, Modern
History, Geometry, Trigonometry, Arithmetic and Algebra). That year he again attended the Education Department
School of Art achieving a "Good" in 1st and 2nd Grade Freehand Drawing.

At Adelaide High School, Wybert showed athletic skills both on the football and cricket fields. In August 1914 he was
amongst the best players in the Premiership match against the University of Adelaide B Team.

The Mail (Adelaide, SA - 1912 - 1954) Sun 13 Sep 1914

ADHLAIDE STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION. - ———
Promivrani p—University R, 5.10, heat High B .
&hgolll,” r;-;.p n"tt plnycn;--Win'wl"-~'|'l|mt""‘- ADELAIDE STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION
8 . 11, Dowling, Raynor, Bhinasy, laurle, imm'.
:utn‘-'lu‘l'"ﬂ.:::uu. ‘l‘:mr:\ Davy, "olden, Mitohell, Universiy B, 6.2 bea: High Scheol, «8
O'Grady, Saide. Symonda, Jacobs, w¢nd Forgan Best players:—Universit—~Timcke, La rr 1+ are
Goalkicken: -Winners- Shanigy (8), Neila  and ner, Dowling, Besumont. High School—
Meldmim (1), Losers- Treloar  (2),  Mad g, O Grady, Davey, Buide, Mitchel, Sywonas, ok
Murphy, and Symonds (). den, Trelear, Sireich. Goalkickers: -Univenity—
—r Laurie and Piper (2), Guymer, and Timcke, High
School—dymonds, Treloar, Madigan, and Poiden.
—

Unfortunately Adelaide High School was defeated by 5 points but as they had finished in top position at the end of
the regular season they were able to "Challenge" the University team to another match. They lost again by a larger
margin but with Wybert again in the best players.

In 1915 and 1916 Wybert captained the 1st XVIII football team. They played in the Students' Competition against all
the private colleges. In 1916 the AHS team defeated St Peter's and Prince Alfred College 1st XVIlIs for the first time.

4 Monitors were students who had completed their primary education and then been appointed by the Education Department
to support teaching staff. On meager salaries, the most promising would progress to become Junior Teachers, and then the best
of those would proceed to Adelaide High School and to Teachers Training College after passing well in the Public Examinations.
5 Equivalent to Intermediate or Year 10

6 Equivalent to Leaving or Year 11
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FOOTBALL.

Register (Adelaide, SA



Adelaide High School played in the A Grade Metropolitan Cricket Association in the 1914/1915 season and Wybert
was a valuable member of the 1st XI side and was vice-captain in 1915. In one match he took four wickets in four
balls and on the following Monday at the School assembly, he was called onto the stage by the headmaster, Mr.
Adey. To his surprise, he was presented with a new cap by the cricket captain and head prefect, Eric Kelly, in
recognition of the remarkable performance.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931)

Wed 4 Nov 1914 Page 10 CRICKET.

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION. l
A Grade,

Adelaide High School, 110: Svmonds 34, Relly
16, Day 14, Murphy 14, Maddigan 12; Terry tw.
for © Bagshaw ope for 2, Davis ome Jor 9,
Colquhoun three for 30, and Gelston three for
o7, Sturt Imperial, one for 98; Davis 35, Gelston
% n.0., and 16 n.o.: Beeching one for 3. |

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931)
Thu 11 Mar 1915 Page 10 CRICKET.

nr:r:orom.ugdmms 5
Ad e,

burban (previously reported, 115); se-
co:mims;‘!’ln. 156: Rice 48, Muszrave 27, Andrew
17 not out, Chrrmow 13: Becching three for 41,

iive ane for 6.

During the school holidays in December 1915, Wybert was selected to play for the combined Junior Metropolitan

Team in an inter-association contest.

Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954),
Saturday 25 December 1915, page 5

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN JUN}OF
CRICKET UNION.

The tcliowng int %&a \e
beeni wrratged to faka place oo .A‘dhc.u-
Oval aud Newtral Ground at Chretmes time,
ﬂmﬁ:‘hmwxuklm.m.mll«ucn
-l taken I aud

oo up o ths CheerUg
| Decenber 27— Adeluide and Saburban v, East
Torrens (Adzimide Oval); Port Adelande and Sub-
| wrtaan v, Druids (Adelaide Ovali; Umited Chareh
lv. Metropolitan  (Neutzal  Ground),

Jummry 1 (Saturdsyi—United (horeh v Port
| Adelaile and Scoburban { Adelaide Oval); Druids
v Fawt Torrenm (Adelmde Oval),
|  The follownng temns have been selocted foe
Decemnbor 27:- Adelaide wnd Suburban  Associs
ton -W, Buchatan (Kext Town), G Stock {Pres
veet). U, Marmh (Howdeo), 1L Webb (Fulbam,
L O Whitrtdge (S Friem), W, Hutton (Fore
ters), W. Qartss (Wallaby), D, Heory, W
Buchanan (South United), A, Davie (Watsle,
K Jamen (Remlworilh), W, Loterdze (Neewood
Footballery), 1%th mat.  l'ort Adelatde and Sl
urban—J., Sk, P OGeudr, S Smich, 0,
Bues, A Gowiing, H. Normman, T Howden, N
MeDamadd, 0 ) Cormm, D Melenoe, N Wi
Dame, Emergeacs 5 Pyutt, o Young Druids
—T. M. Bestty, K. S Beatty, W, Cope, o Dods
worth, F, Dover, W, Hanlev. B G (oorer, A
8 Netmann, W Olwver, ). Page, A E Palmer
Emeargencirs A B. Allen and A Rosmevear
Iﬂmp(t{umrl_ Atwell, T, Adsmma, & Ber-
netta, Brecturg, M. Godge, W, Hocking, J.
Eemedy, F_ Pava, W, Spoonde, M, Nilkssors,

Fh 1

National Library of Australia




By the 1915/1916 season, the Adelaide High School 1st XI team was competing in the Adelaide and Suburban Cricket
Association B Grade competition which played against some of the college teams. Wybert had a noteworthy
performance against St Peter's College B team in January 1916. Other noteworthy performances followed.

Journal (Adelaide. SA : 1912 - 1923),

Tuesday 25 January 1916, page 2

Melgide Fligh Schoo! v, 3. Paters B -8

Peter’s H}e:pw . sincmr. b. Walker. -
OUt. Pul T. 5 Willsmore, .
spd B, Walker s. not. out. 20; Puvla, e
Symonds, b, incau : O'Sha . & Pul
ler, b ﬁ;c. 10; lun&ﬁﬂ.? total for 5 wickety

:’wbmm. % for 22, Ragmtt 2 for
: SAyiorl ANLS.~G. R, Fulier, b,
Willamore, 27; W, M. C. 8§ b. Gmdge, 72;
R. Barbour, < udh'lm. c; AR

: R J, Coombe. not o:n' 3; mur-dries,
13 tota)l for § wickets, I8, Bowling —Cudre
ll&ﬂ,wm-.lhn Yott'wthvl’e.
brmmm. Pﬂ"m mateh m. 8 draw, Ry
) ormante was not 'Nﬂhy
Fuller glso barted well v .

3!
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National Library of Australia

sg'm.';mr.".a:o ;.ll'r.(l'sn.w ASSOCIATION. '
Adeliide Hig vol vemus Mariborough.-e.
A H.S, I+t innings, 134; second innings, ome 9§
H»«*nnm-h a1, (.oonho 47 no., Sine
«laip 19, Nayior 10 17
aml 2 no., Fuoller !’3 n.0.:

cizht for 41; Beauland, two 1. 58, Ww
151: Meldrum 5, Beauland 10, S. Andrew 9, :
Andrew 16, Vawser 35; Eymonds, four for .
Raggott, two for 34; Beeching, two for 29; I:
ing, two for 31 ;

By this time Adelaide High School also had a 2nd XI team that played in a High Schools Association.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) he Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931)

Sat 25 Mar 1916 / Page 12 /| CRICKET.
| Adelmide H.s., 34 and 90} Huehr 4, Ragmatt Ad-laide Hizh School, 152: Fuller 45, Syrmonds
Al

f
20 nt o, Fuller 19 and l'l Sinclair 11; Doouy 23, Cocinbe 16, SYey pard 15, Bowering u, Timcke
fonr lm":l el four for #7, Taylor one for 18 1.‘ Walsl four for W, Keily two for 41, Samder)

Fri 10 Mar 1916 Page 10 CRICKET,

and one tor 2, Drower one for Q. Prospect B, for 17, MvOarthy one for o, Christian Bro
»5: Gillica =7, Drewer 40, Taylor 11, Stockdale u'm T2 McCarthy 22, Svmonds four for 21
2, Doy 26, Tarner 19: Hocking four for W, Ruggtt two for 2, Naylor two for 0, Finey tao
Ragaritt iwo for 89, Symonds two for 50, Berching for 21. |
one for . Ade I:udv High School, three for 36; Symonds 14
—— o Fuller 5 and '3, Hocking 7 n.o., Bischof, son.
HIGH SCHOOLE AsSOCIATION, sevae (or 30, M. ‘Kl_\. scn., two for 70, Nanthon»-"

e N Heaoul 1., HEtR 1 o l’*"“: M morial. % and three for 108: Hare 15 and 16
b\ ickers (retired), George 18, Bischof 33, Lewis 53 noo,, Wills 17, Hocki g
(retir. l” -r‘ntk} thrre ‘a 41, 'm ul“‘ ’,' 3‘. .\‘\].l(‘?“.(li t‘hm ‘or l?. .‘m‘t oh
schoc!, 715 Guon 23, Pratt 175 George ml\ﬂ’f for 21 and three for 33,

24, Ncwman two for 14, Brown anc 3




In the 1916/17 season a separate Adelaide Students' Grade Association was formed with Adelaide High School being
"privileged" to play against the private colleges!’

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931),
Wednesday 29 November 1916, page 11
(RICKET.

ADELAIDE STUDUNTS' ASSOCINTION.
SPaft 1, #; Guaningbam 28 Bamant 2
oo, Page 1)) Hoeking fve for 45, Ragsutt twa
for M, Simonds three for @ Adelnide et
froool, three fop 100G W Semaods v o Horkane
I Page woe for T, Cunningham one jor 9,
CRAL, o tleeking five for 1N, Ruasatl foor
for d AKSE, pre for &4 1L Coombe 20, T
haggatt 5L mo ; MoCarthy three [or 19

National i.ibrary of Austraﬁa

Wybert also had the honour to be selected as Head Prefect in 1916. In addition to his sporting responsibilities as
captain of cricket and football, he was also editor of the school magazine and President of the Literary Society.
Among his other tasks, as Head Prefect he was required to speak at some school assemblies.

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929),
Saturday 13 May 1916, page 8
ADELAIDE HIGH SCHQOL. !

Some time ago Mr. Angae Parsons. K.C,,
generously offered for competition among
the sports clubs connected with the diffe
rent high schools a valnable shield in
memory of his ‘ather, who at one time was
Minister of Fducstion. The trophy is of
ornate design.  This year's winners are
the second cricket and football teams as-
wociated with the Adelaide High School.
On Friday morning Mr. Pursons, who was
introduced to the assembly of the whole
school by the principal (Mr. W. J. Adey), !
in the presence of the Director of Educa-
tion (Mr. M. M. Maughan, B.A.), the|
Chief Inspertor of Bchools {Mr. €. Charl-
wn), and Mr. G. McEwin, formally pre-
sented the shield, which, in behalf of the
school, was received by the captains of the
winning teams, Tom Raggatt ( Footblm and
Alan Corney (ericket), and the chief pre-
fect (Wybert Symonds). The lastnamed
retu thanks. Mr. Parsons delivered
an eloquent and stirring address on sport,
The procecdings were interspersed with
muwical and elocutionary items.

National Library of Australia

In February 1916 Wybert was posted by the Education Department to Norwood Public School as a Junior Teacher
(3rd Grade). This was in addition to the task of completing some Higher Year® Public Examination subjects at

Adelaide High School. He was able to pass two subjects (English and Geometry) in the University Higher Public
Examinations.

In 1917 he was promoted to a Junior Teacher (4th Grade) at Norwood and in 1918 he gained a place at the Teachers
Training College, an indication that he was seen as a teacher of great promise.

Early in 1917, he purchased and registered a Lewis motor cycle as a mode of transport for himself around Adelaide
and to visit his family at Chain of Ponds. He was also the Superintendent of the Chain of Ponds Methodist Sunday

7 It was not until 1955/56 that Adelaide High School was able to play regularly against St Peters and Prince Alfred College's 1st XI cricket sides
when an Adelaide Boys' High School (ABHS) team was admitted to the SACA B Grade Competition. A new Students Grade division was set up in
the 1965/66 with only ABHS the only non-college school in the competition.

8 Equivalent to Leaving Honours or Year 12




School and previously before acquiring the motorbike had travelled from Adelaide each weekend on a bicycle. At the
time he was still living at Palm Place, St Peters.

Lewis Motor Cycle of the period

As a Teachers College student Wybert also was able to enroll in the Faculty of Arts at Adelaide University, however
War service intervened and he did not complete any subjects. In May 1918 he did receive a Pass in Blackboard and
Memory Drawing at the SA School of Arts and Crafts.

World War 1 Service

Wybert had been a member of the Army Cadets for four years and had also joined Lunn's Citizen Force® and had
spent three years with them and at some stage was attached to the 50th Army Medical Corps. He had wanted to
enlist during 1917, but with two brothers already serving overseas his mother refused to give her permission. Being
under 21 years of age he required his mother's permission. His oldest brother had attempted to enlist but was
rejected, possibly being required to manage the Chain of Ponds Farm. As a member of the Citizen Forces, by Law, he
was unable to serve overseas. During his time in the Citizen Forces, Wybert would have to undergo periods of
training (usually 24 days a year) and be available for home service when required.

Wybert was among the many who responded to the continued calls for reinforcements for the Australian Imperial
Forces in France and Belgium. Even though during 1918, the tide of the War in Europe was starting to turn in favour
of the Allies, there was still active recruiting going on and more men enlisting and going into training camps in
Adelaide. There was still a need for men to replace the dead, wounded and sick. There was still a job to be done and
it was definitely not a time to pull back. Fortunately, for later recruits, they would not have to see the front line
hostilities.

The Mail (Adelaide, SA: 1912 - 1954)
Sat 29 Jun 1918 Page 7 / Advertising

Eligibles ! Here's- Your Chance |
’ Reinforcements Must Be Obtained

| COL. BUTLER

LATE 0.C. 43rd BATTALION
has undertakem to raise

The Express and Telegrz
300 MEN - - 500 MEN Wed 1 May 1918 1

AND WILL RETURN TO THE FRONT 'WITH THEM.

COLONEL BUTLER SAYS:—“COME WITH ME BOYS.” E N L l STM E N Ts "

Enlist at Onece and Join this The following men enlisted on Wednesdiy in

v B Adelaide:—J. (i, Kennedy, irermonger;: W. T.
Popular  Officer’s 500 Hall, clerk; W. M. C. Srmords, teacher.

T W
Organiemg Secretary State Reerwiting Comemittes.

%1n 1914 Samuel Lunn M.B.E., who was a great patriot, organised events supporting the raising of a local Citizens' Force.




Putting his studies on hold and now with his mother's permission, Wybert enlisted on May 1st 1918. He reported to
the Mitcham Camp for his medical and at 20 years and 5 months, measuring 5 feet 6 inches tall and weighing 135
Ibs, Wybert was assigned to the 4th General Reinforcements. While still in Adelaide, he underwent further rushed
training, learning mostly about regimentation and reacting to orders. While in camp he made some new friends and
they were allowed to get leave passes to venture out as a group into the city or individually to keep in touch with
family.

Prior to being sent overseas he was able to spend some time at home. On Tuesday 30th July 1918 Wybert attended
a farewell social in the local Chain of Ponds Hall. He was presented with a safety razor by Mrs. Belcher his former
headmistress at the Millbrook School. The following Sunday at a special Sunday School service at the Methodist
Church, Wybert was presented with a money belt on behalf of the students.

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954)

Saturday 10 August 1918, page 10

OHAIN OF PONDS, August 1.—In the local hall
on Tuesday nighe u farewell gocial was tendersd
to Privales W. J. L. Lambert and W, M. Q.
Symonds.  Private Lambert {5 the fourth son
o My, and Mrs, H. lambert, who have given

:‘?;;c of u;t:ir om.A n{'m l:"l still ur:ththdr
ourtry. "rivate A. N, ambert ) 1015 - »~ -
ﬂbmmt‘l;.{:cmanl"l‘;kzz ,:J:Th:wﬁ" M. L. F. 1.'.':..‘ CHAIN Ol; PONDE, Angust 7.—On Sunday after.
_went with the & ttalion.  He reoe noon, in place of the usmal Simday school, an
« slight infury b impressi ~ .
rn.n,tfm--l ':)1"‘“') du‘l;fowx}"rl.vat:";lﬁ‘%h: .lnea - EWe oremony \t‘:!h' held in - xtﬂl'ﬂls
with the 9ih Reinforcements of the 32nd Butta Churehi—the finst of its kind. The occasion took

llon, and has been wounded, Private the i “ f X
o s P g o B gl S Bk the jorm of a “farewell service™ by the echolars

The Register (Adelaide, SA - 1901 - 1929) Thu 8 Aug 1918

et 1 Gt st oas ek ¢ of the Sunday achwol to their auperintendent, Pte,
w;l):;ltﬂ';r! I&'hl{‘l:hl(-\lou Valey. ‘:‘ﬂnu Wibert M. C. Symonds, who s since jeft for

v monds e younges: son Mra, active service with the 4th genera! reinforcements
Juhn #0 has two other mma ice was opened by the
fromt, \1::" C.‘ J‘.’ 0.“8):&;&. ;bo )dt“'lu:: Tbe service 5 OF e by Rev. F. Hartlett,
the 8th Field Ambulance, ard Private 8. F. O. who spoke appreciatively of the services of (he

Symonds, of the &&d talion. } i ’ :
has g--en wonnded and the l:?llcgnhu bmm i enidier. A children's service was conducte! b"

The m{,":ﬂmlnin( son  volurteered lwm Miss E. Pascoe, #ith llﬂ D. Cooke, who presided
service, has been rejected.  Private Wybert at the ongan. The children aang hymns, choruses,
?ﬁ:’!’?i‘.‘.ﬂi\".‘.‘:ﬁ‘.’ l‘{g the ".",‘,,"':,:’ W:: & and gave recititims, after which the youngest
captain of the footimll and oricket teums, editor schofar, Master Clve Burton, pﬂ’ﬂ‘uh‘d Pie.

of the ine, and president of the literary Symonds, in benal! of the scholars, with a money
ol ey, © has th lor, Semdor = i io : Y : .
Em:cﬁ PebHo exsmmations “?H?'lu vi\lmb: beli, in which were furewcll rotes written by

feit at Chain of Fonde During the 19 the children to their teacher, The church wus
months he has ridden a bieyele fiyvm Adelaide to crowded with jarents and friends  Pte. Sywomls

superiniend the Sunday-school here and he has the voungest son Joh tae lut
also faken his place in the pulpit. Mre, Beloier, :l’ -Svn'mls and ,‘,O!uxm' e o and 2 .."""
who was head-mistrem for 174 years of the Mil e roand t%0 brothers ure now invalided
brook school, presemied an elecirie toroh to Pri- in England. The jourth son has also eniisted. At

se Lam? 4 : e - : "
e oo e ot Serer'® 2, | |¢ne time of eniisting Pte. Symonis was 1 student

Tregligus, E. Hutchand, 1l Pascce, D. Cooke, be had a swoessful carver, having ubcld the

Gaen Greend 5 »
1-;1;?, m::m "A.:ln" Beloh«.&.lm pasitions of head prefect, editor of the achool

ters Noel Burton and Shirley Belcher, and M, magazine, President of the Schon] Literary Societ
Newman. ceches were delivered by Mesars. Bu- and captain of the cricket and :wthgytca'm. o

bu:tnn! IMart c.:ltl and Pastor Pascoe,

As Wybert departed Chain of Ponds along the new road to Adelaide to head off for active service overseas, he would
have looked back and seen the rising water of the new Millbrook Reservoir which had now started to engulf the
Chain of Ponds cricket ground, once the pride of the district, where he had spent many hours of his youth. The
Sunning Hill Bridge on the old road was now under water as was the site of the former Millbrook Hotel.

Wybert embarked with the 4th General Reinforcements on the HMT "Gaika" on 6th August, departing from Outer
Harbour and proceeding to England via Cape Town. At a further stop at Sierra Leone, Private Symonds assisted with
the loading of coal needed for the final leg of the journey. Sailing up the Thames and disembarking at the Port of
London on 13th October 1918, Wybert was soon transported to the 9th Training Battalion Camp at Fovant in south
west Wiltshire, where he would spend three months. He just missed seeing his brother Claude who had been at the
Fovant Camp after recovering from a gunshot wound to the thigh sustained the previous month. Unfortunately he




had only just returned to France on 1st October 1918 with the 15th Australian Field Ambulance. Brother Harry, who
had been gassed in France in November 1917, had already been repatriated to Australia in September 1918 after
spending time in hospital and convalescence.

- - =

Fovant Training Camp Wiltshire England

With the Armistice signed on 11th November 1918, thankfully there would be no dreaded posting to the front lines.
The level of training (and discipline) at Fovant Camp diminished and there were opportunities to get leave and visit
some of the nearby towns on bicycles and see the sights on the Salisbury Plains which included a hiking visit to
Stonehenge some 20 miles away. For Wybert there was little hope of returning to Australia quickly as those who had
served the longest ("Last in Last Off" directive by Lieutenant General Sir John Monash) or had been ill or wounded
were given priority. It was not all fun as there were still jobs to be done and on 28th January 1919 Wybert was sent
to France to assist with the post-Armistice campaign. His duties were mainly ordinance in nature, covering the
movement of goods returned from the front lines and the difficult task of supervising the stocks of cigarettes and
liqguor. He also had guard duties overseeing Chinese workers who were performing some of the laboring tasks. He
was disillusioned somewhat, seeing a lot of wastage of food and equipment, but saw it as a good lesson all the same,
learning much about tolerance and compromise. Wybert had lived a fairly sheltered life before the War and rarely
had his values been tested as they were during his term in the A.I.F. The experience however, broadened his outlook
on life and this would serve him well in later as a teacher and headmaster.

On 20th April 1919 he was promoted to the rank of Temporary Corporal; probably on merit and in some measure
replacing superiors who were fortunate to get their orders to return home. Along with a variety of postings including
one to the POW camp near Calais in the north-east of France, there was also time available to visit nearby French
towns. He spent time down at Port-Vendres on the Mediterranean coast near the Spanish border and at Condrieu, in
the wine region in the south-east on the Rhéne River.

The A.LLF. and Y.M.C.A also arranged social and a variety of sporting activities to help pass the time and assist with
fitness. He remained in France until early June 1919 and on returning to England, a Private again, he was now
essentially a tourist in uniform until getting notice for his own return home.

This was a great opportunity for Wybert to see more of the United Kingdom, although he did consider entering
University in England and delay his return to Australia. The Australian servicemen were free to travel anywhere in
the UK. Sightseeing was far better than staying in the Camps and wearing the A.I.F. uniform opened many doors.

It was a great chance to visit Cornwall, the County where his family had 70 years earlier departed from to seek a new
life in South Australia. After a visit to Land's End, Wybert and his friend Lorne Cameron travelled north to Inverness,
Scotland and after some time in Edinburgh, headed further north to Dundee. Wybert had met friendly locals along
the way, some of whom offered accommodation. In Dundee, he stayed with Charlie llse, a friend of the family and
was introduced to the game of golf. He also played in a game of cricket. Wybert and Lorne also made a ferry trip
from Holyhead to Dublin. This was a few years after the opportunistic 1916 Easter Rising and only months after the
1919 Declaration of Independence by the Irish Republicans. Ireland was still very much on edge which would see the
outbreak of civil war in 1922.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rh%C3%B4ne_River

On 5th September 1919, after his five weeks of travel and soon after returning to the Salisbury Plains, Wybert
received his orders to return home. After embarking in England aboard the HM Plassy on 13th September 1919, he
headed to Australia via the Suez Canal. There were some opportunities for shore leave along the way. A stop at the
port of Colombo (Ceylon/Sri Lanka) and a trip inland to the capital Kandy, left Wybert with less than pleasant
memories when some men were subjected to harsh disciplinary measures, referred to as "sandbagging". He finally
disembarked at Outer Harbor on 23rd October 1919 and was formally discharged on the 7th November 1919 almost
a year after the Armistice.

Troopship 'Plassy’ at Outer Harbor, South Australia [PRG 280/1/20/154]

State Libray of SA

Troopship HM Plassy returning home with repatriated soldiers

Post War Family Tragedy

In December 1919 only a month after being discharged, Wybert was soon back at Adelaide High School, not yet
resuming as a teacher, but helping out officiating as a timekeeper at an athletics meeting.

Harry Francis Clifford Symonds (1895 - 1921)

Wybert's older brother Harry returned home early after being exposed to mustard gas during the War. Soon after he
resumed his study at the Teachers Training College and later was appointed to the staff at Adelaide High School. In
December 1919 Harry passed two subjects (Latin and English Language and Literature) towards an Arts Degree at
Adelaide University and the following year in November 1920 he passed 2nd year Latin. Sadly for the Symonds family
Harry, weakened by his wartime experience, died in early 1921 from an associated illness.

Harry F.C. Symonds (1895 - 1921)
Memorial Headstone - Chain of Ponds Cemetery




Australian Christian Commonwealth (SA : 1901 - 1940), Friday 25 March 1921, page 14

HARRY CLIFFORD SYMONDS,

Oune of the most winsome and radiant
of God's children. Harry  Clifford
svmonds, was ealled, very suddenly, to
the Higher Serviee, on Sunday, March
13. He was only twenty-five vears and
gave promise of a Jife of rich useful-
ness  and  distinguished  sevviee  for
Christ and His elhmrch.  His apen face
revealod a soul of rare ourity and sin-
cerity, and instinctively, in conversa-
tion with him, one was reminded of
the pure in heart who see God. At
Kent Town he gave himself with great
devotion to his class of hoys, and at
the Hackney Mission on Sundav even-
ings he was one of a small band of
enthusiasts in n diffieult work. With
his hrother, Wybert, lie went to the
war, and returned unseathed in sonl,
and with a more ardent passion for
Christ.  Brief though were the years of
serviee here, they were full, and very
rich in influence, and many, especialle
Irix hays, will thank God for his beau-
tiful and manly life. Of him may he
said very truly, “An Tsraclite indeed,
in whom is no euile.”

The Rev, E. W. Caust writes: —“The
death of Harry Symonds at the ear]y
age of twenty-five vears has ended a
valnable life of speeial eharm and pur-
iy,

"As a teacher in the Adelaide High
School, his gifts and influence had
attracted the attention of his superior
officors, whose intention it was to pro-

Born at Chain of Ponds, he early
identified himself  with the Sunday
school and church there. Prior to going
to the war and after his return be used
to hike from Adelaide to toke charge of
the litle Sunday school in his native
vilage every eek end: his hrother, Wy-
hert doing likewise unti] he also went
to the war; and in this connection it
mty he interesting to note that Harry's
grandfather was the first superintend-
ent of that school. then followed his
father, and his cousins, the Jate Arnold
and Rav Canst, with the writer were
also scholurs and teachers in the same
school.

Before woing to the war and since his
return he frequently condncted services
in varions churches, Harry belongs
to that fine tvpe of Christian young
men to whom the war experiences only
intensified the value of the spiritual
side of one's nature. Possessed of
inte]lectual gifts ahove the average, the
vears had strencthened his belief that,
“The soul of all improvement is the
improvement of the soul,” the eunlture
of which #ave tone and foree to all he
#aid and did.

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931
Saturday 19 March 1921, page 31

Mr. Harry F. C. Symonds.

The death occurred on Sunday aiternoon,
at & private hospital in Adelaide, of Mr.
Harry F. C. 8y a son of the fate Mr,
John Symounds snd of Mrs. Symonds,
Chain of Poads. The famiiy is an old oue
well and favourably known in tha: part ol
the hills district, ss its first members
Arrive) many years ago. Mr. Symouds re-
ceived his early education st the .ocal
schiod and the Norwood School, and en-
tered the Adelaide High School in 1912,
| Alter three years at that institution, he
taght at the Nurwood Beboos lur a year,
While at the Univermity Trainiug College,
ibe eniisted in the #3rd Battalion. As the
result of mustard gas poisoniog he was
sent back to South Australia, anl cun-
tinued his studies at the Training Coilege.

mote him to important work in the
futnre. He oxvected to complete his
arts course at the University this year.
He was a praminent worker in connec-
tion with the TUniversity Students’
Union.

At the beginning of the
hool,  Mr., Symonds was

Iqmlilim

year bhe w I
gointcd to the staff of the -Ade:ido"ll'“h
Se¢ onds was held in the
hihest regard for his ability and personal

).

?

Re-enrolment at Adelaide University and Teachers College

At the beginning of 1920, after two lost years of study, Wybert re-enrolled at Adelaide University to complete some

Arts subjects, however in 1923 he switched from Arts to Science, for reasons that will become apparent, and

proceeded to study for a BSc degree in Forestry. In 1922, now 25 years of age, Wybert also returned to Teachers

College to complete his two years of training. At this time, Teachers College had just become independent of

Adelaide University.

He continued to get around on a motor cycle, however by now had purchased a "Red Indian" with sidecar.

Unfortunately he met the ire of the police on a couple of occasions for not having an effective muffler. One of the

offences happened when he was riding down Rundle Street.

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 19529)
Tuesday 30 November 1920,

ADELAIDE: Monday, Noverber 29,
[Before M. T. Hewiwon, SM., H. J. Me
Conville, and H. V. Moyle. ]

Wybert Symonds was ordered to &1 15/ in
all having driven a motor eycie without an
efleclive silencer 2 Rundl* street, on Novem-
br 19, For a simili® off nee 'n hing William
street o November 20 Douglas Carter, who
ﬁ:‘kd guiity, was fierd £1 15/ in &l F.C

give evidenes,  Otto Frantschy (in Rundle
eirees on November 19) and Frederick Thicle (ia
King William dreet on Sovemiwr 20) were gls
proceeded againsi on »imilar charpes. A fige
of €115/ in all was inflicted in cach case,

Journal (Adelaide. SA : 1912 - 1923)
Thursday 12 July 1923, page 1 I

MOTORISTS FINED.

The following ayere fined Mr. & D
gom:d. §n3’l.?‘ at the Adt;{u’d' Police
ourt on nred. mor-.!ﬁ
havi made fbre..c.hg..’ o-th. &"
or i exceeded
spcd Tt KZhrd T T 3
ph., or chassia, Frome
:.;ghxdﬁ.ufl 15/; John Winter mph
. T »
‘ £1.10/; Abrabam C, h-rgi::a (ad’;.plﬁ'.
cle, Frome road, city, June 30), £2 15/
rancia J. Mitchell 28 m.ph., car,
Osmond road, Adelaide, June 28, £1 15/;
Harold Hittman (25 m.ph., car, Kenaing.
ton road, June 30), £2;: Leonard Jefiries
28 m"g’éh" chassis, M?{ﬂ Norwood,
June ), £1 15/; Joseph trick 25
m.ph., ear, Montefiore rosd, North Ade-)
L&xde. Jn:ne m).’ £1 l:/. For baving rid-
en Mo i
;"‘TW dftﬂg::r:;‘-v,v ich were mnot effec-
am road, St. Peters, 515 p.m., June 27)
O’Connell

15
2 D 8 R
- e 5 :
spector Horseman ;)lro:zcu‘:::l.m v &% 1n

National Ebréry of Australia




W.M.C. Symonds - Adelaide University Examination Results

1920 Passed
e History of the United Kingdom
e FEducation
e Pure Mathematics

1921 Passed
e English Language & Literature
e Modern History
o Applied Mathematics

e Physics
1922 Passed
e Biology
1923 Passed
e  Physical Chemistry
e Geology |

e Plant Physiology

1924 Passed
e forrest Botany
e French (Matriculation Level)
e Surveying (Short Course)
e Geology Il
e Forest Entomology
e Organic Chemistry
e Agricultural & Forrest Geology
e forestryA& B

Wybert had completed his course of subjects by the end of 1924 and had his Bachelor of Science Degree conferred in
April 1925.

Reaister (Adelaide. SA : 1901 - 1929),
Friday 10 April 1925, page 7

anu

A rul congragation in commect
with University of Adecluide will be
beld in the Prince of Wales' lecture 1oom
next Wednesday, st 430 pm., for the
m of conferring the following

PR, Maries e Bridn o
' . e Lna; idm we,
emon; Symounds, Wybert Inm

'na,A'c:'x'_ \’_in(‘hﬁ:liw all':'h l"-“
verst, e tirem’ of
lhuloﬂ:"(‘oncﬂ will wear the .'.-v~
demic ume _proper to their LS
degrees and offices. s ran

While enrolled at University, Wybert played football and cricket. He also expanded his social links by joining the
Student Christian Movement and was President for one year. He was also a keen old scholar of Adelaide High School




and continued to assist at athletics carnivals and play in the old scholars football matches. By 1922 he was back on
the staff at Adelaide High School.

In addition to his teaching duties, attending Teachers College, studying Biology at Adelaide University, he was also
assisting in the running of the Adelaide High School Cadet Unit.

Kuitpo Forest School - Change of Direction

From early 1922, during the warmer months (November - March), Wybert was spending time teaching groups of
high school lads forestry and basic surveying at the new innovative Kuitpo Forest School. Originally the Director of
Education, Mr. W.J. Adey (the founding headmaster at Adelaide High School from 1908 - 1919), had offered the
position to his older brother Harry. After his sudden death however a replacement was needed. Wybert was then
asked to take on this pioneering role and this was the reason for the radical change in his course of study from Arts
to Forestry Science. Having grown up at Chain of Ponds, Harry and Wybert would both have been ideally suited to
teaching the lads about the practical skills needed in a forest environment. Mr. Adey had come from the same area
of the Hills and knew the Symonds family well.

In 1912, Adelaide University had been the first tertiary institution in Australia to offer subjects proceeding to a BSc
degree in forestry within the Science Faculty. One difficulty Wybert faced was that he had not studied chemistry or
the biological sciences at Adelaide High School. This deficiency was later evident in his desire to see changes to high
school curriculum which would provide a broader base of subjects prior to matriculation.

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931)
Saturdav 11 Februarv 1922, page 28

KUTTPO FOREST SCHOOL.

The Msnister of Education ( Mr,
Ritchie), accompanied by tie Under Trea-
aurer and the Superintendent of Eecon-
dary Edocation, visited Kuitpo Forest on
Tueaday, where a forest school of 25 hlgh
achool {nd.- s being conducted by Mr. H.
11. Corbin, BSe. (Consulting Foreater), of
the Adelaide University, and Mr. W M,
Symonds, a teacher on the staff of the
Adeinide High School. The first schoo.
of the kind was opened on December 1
and contnued until December 10, and 25
Inds from the Adeiaide High School were
selected to attend. The present echool is
made up of 25 Unley High School pupils,
and began omn February 2. It will be
closed on Saturday next. The camp isa
large structure, erected about flve years
ago, made of timber from the forest, and
in divided into a dormitory which accom-
modates with ease 30 stretchers, a master’s
room apd office, and a large dlnxni'room.
A t to thie buildng are the kitchen,
cook’s room, and storehouse. The whole
| has been equipped for the achool purposes
by the Government, and it is intended to
|arrange for clamses from high echools in
|the ecity and country, Teachers' College
and ot{nr institutions. The course
wtudy sncludes botany, physiography, men-
| miration, mapping and plane table work,
lmmorofos.-nd orestry, The e pay
£1 towa the expenses, an o re-
lmamder is paid from a specinl vote of
£100 by the Government. After the in:

ion of the ea acrangements. and
 the o ization of the school, the Minis-
ter addressed the lade. He hoped that
Ithe lessons learnt would fit them for a
more compliete life of usciulness to them-
selves and the community, and that in
many a aesire for the ontdoor life of
farmers and forestera would be erea
a0 that the develo nt of the resources
of the State would be assured, and the
roportion of prmary producers increased.

r. Ritchie was thanked for his vieit and
address, and in reply asked that the rest
of the afternoon should be given to the
‘ads for a swimming &?ado in a large
pond set apart for purpose in A
| neighbouring paddock.




Adelaide University Sport - Football

While at Adelaide University, Wybert continued with his sport and played for both the cricket and football clubs. He
played football from 1920 to 1922 taking out the Al Premiership each year. They were very successful times both for
the team and personally. The following season reviews are from Adelaide University Football Club History booklet®.

PR SRR N L —
F.B. Leditschke, T. Finney, G.M. Hone, Al

SIDOLE ROW: 1.1 mm’u"gw" DR Sumner ) AH %
"MIDDLE ROW: EH. Jobooe X - E. Hatbboo, E.). Swaany HG. Prest, CE.

Seated alongside Wybert are Ernest Johncock and Donald Sumner also old scholars of AHS

1921 AUFC A TEAM '

chk Row: —, J.Ashton, D.K.McKenzie, W.Hutton (Coach), C K. Haskard, O.L.Ziegler, F.H.Fischer
Middle Row: W.M.C.Symonds, I.C.Barton, T.W.Tassie (Vice Captain), H.G.Prest (Captain), R.0.Fox, G.M.Hone, A.L Davie
Front Row: T.A Farrent, C.E.Willing, A.S.deb.Cocks, D.J.R.Sumner, EJ.Swann

10 Written History of the Adelaide University Football Club by Frederick Archibald Block




1920

1920 saw the re-formation of the Amateur League with
University ficlding an ‘A’ team-in this Leagucand a ‘B’ teamin
the Adelaide Students’ Association. Under the leadership of
A.H. White (capuin) and D.J.R. Sumner (vice-captain) the A’s
lost only two matches for the season — to Semaphore Central
and to Kingswood — and thus finished Minor Premiers. The
Premiership match was a relatively tame affair with University
defeating Henley and Grange 10.18 to 24,11 with the best players
being H.G. Prest, T.D. Finey, Symonds, G.M. Hone, A.H.
White, G.H. Jeffrey and F.B. Leditschke. R.O. Fox kicked three
goals.

“T'he outstanding player for the year was A.H. White who
won the Club's Best and Fairest Award (this was prior to the
Gunning Medal for the best and fairest in ‘A’ grade), with others
to play consistently well being H.G. Prest, G.H. Jeffrey, E.H.
Johncock, T.D. Finey and E.J.K. Harbison. The main goal
kickers for the year were W.M.C. Symonds, R.O. Fox and E.J.
Swann.”

It is interesting to note that the team played North
Adclaide, the ultimate State Premiers, ina pre-season match and

1921

1921 was again a successful year for the Club with the
A’s going through the scason with only one loss and taking out
the Premiership for the second year in a row and with the ‘B’
team performing creditably in the Adelaide Students’
Assocation.

* The teams competing in Amateur League were University,
Glenferrie, SPSC, PAC, Henley and Grange, Kingswood and
Prospect, the latter being in place of East Adelaide who had com-
peted in the previous year.

Under the leadership of H.G. Prest (captain) and T.W.
Tassie (vice-captain) the A’s won necarly all their matches by
convincing margins, except for their one loss, and a two point
victory over Kingswood (10.3 to 7.19). If it were not for poor
kicking by the latter, this could easily have been another defeat.

It is not known who 'Varsity played in the final as records
from this period are sketchy, but from results appearing in The
Register it is likely to have been either Glenferrie or Henley and
Grange, 2

Players who consistently appeared in the best player lists
during the season were H.G. Prest, G.M. Hone, T.W. Tassic,
A.S. de B. Cocks, I.C. Barton, H.L. Davie, W.M.C. Symonds,
D. Le R. Boucaut and E.H. Johncock with the prolific goal

although beaten put up a very creditable showing.

scorers being Tassie, L.T. Gun and E.J. Swann.
———

1922

The Premicership match against Semaphore Central was
very close with *Varsity winning by cleven points, 9.9 10 8.4. Best
players in this game were W.M.C. Symonds, A.S. de B. Cocks,
H.G. Prest, D.]J.R. Sumner, C.K. Haskard, T.D. Finey and
E.H. Johncock, with goals being scored by D.].R. Sumner, N.S.
Gunning, W.M.C. Symonds, C. Koerner and Hone. It was
noted in the Adelaide University Mugazine that this match was
poorly patronised by the students in general.

H.G. Prest had an outstanding season and won the Naylor
Medal which was awarded to the fairest and best player in
Amateur League. Other players who performed consistently
well were H.L. Davie, D.J.R. Sumner, W.M.C. Symonds, C.E.
Willing, G.M. Hone, T.D. Finey and A.S. de B. Cocks, with the
most prolific goal scorer being D.J.R. Sumner.




Adelaide University Sport - Cricket

Wybert played for the Adelaide University Cricket Club from 1920/21 until 1922/23. A genuine all rounder he was a
fine medium pace/off spin bowler and hard hitting batsman who could fill in any position in the batting order.

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924),
Friday 26 November 1920,
PERSONAL NOTES,

Symonds, who batted vigorously for
University agsinet Adelaide last Satur
day. is an old hich achool boy. He plaved
with tlenty of confidence for his firet
muins in A grade and should be an
Augwisition to the 'Varsity eleven

In his first season Wybert scored a fifty in the match against Adelaide in November 1920 and in the December
Intervarsity match in Melbourne he took 6 wickets with his medium pace bowling. His highest score was 56 not out

in 1921/22.
Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954) Reaister (Adelaide. SA : 1901 - 1929),
Saturday 20 November 1920, page 3 Friday 17 December 1920, page 7
INTER "VARSITY CRICKET.

"":- morwnimm.
Adeinide’s total of 28. The most pless The crichet e botween:the Adelnide

|
ing featare of the students’ baiting was and Melbourne University ieams was con-
3‘.-.-4:.. colt Jowe. hmm tinved to-day, when the home side resumed
wh-ﬂ.h.:‘ best dhen'l: Mm-..‘;hm:.&-ﬂnl
' be an aid Lo .‘ém mu men, and the inmings closed for M8.
3 P ‘medinm-paced off-break bowler
. gy gy el eccured the pod of 6 for &7 With
overage
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turies during the trip cast. His form « sumed to-morrow, when the Adelaide men
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Bowling —Symonds, & for &1; Pisher, 3 for §8.

One of Wybert's good friends was George Rayner Fuller who had also attended Adelaide High School before WW1
and was a team mate both at AHS and in the University cricket team. Fuller, after gaining an Honours BSc degree
(majoring in Physics), became a demonstrator (1921 - 1926), lecturer (1927 - 1949) and senior lecturer (1950 - 63) in
the physics department and would spend over forty years (1921 - 1963) at the University of Adelaide. Fuller would
later play a mentoring role for a member of the Symonds family.




Wybert played both A and B Grade for the cricket Club. His most successful season was in the 1921/22 season when
he averaged 27.6 runs per innings with the bat and headed the bowling averages with 7 wickets at 19.7 runs per
wicket. He was a member of the 1920 and 1921 Intervarsity Teams playing against Melbourne and Sydney
Universities respectively.

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide;)
Thu 14 Apr 1921
- . - .
UNEVERSITEL m.n.a-m. N.0. Avz.
Batiing, ] LY. 4 WM 5 1 W3
lon. NJO, H.9 Rom Awve. H. G 4 B* 13 1 %6
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L T Gob e oo .. 3 2 214 A 0168 G. E. i1 %0 ] 0O 49
H. Q. e e T — 1M M4 B LT, 17 1N W 3 !S
¥ G Fuller .. .. a3 1 6 107 214 w. W, 8 5* 18 2 %4
W. R Cotemen , .. 5 — 67 98 186 B. H. 6 51 15 0 205
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B, Treloar .. .. 3 1 % =2 nal W. R 3 oy 18,
W, 5, Shaoagy . .. § — 3 120 AR M. W. oA A
G. C. Evam . 6 1 s o I3 | o : \3h oyl
X S T M T ™ om0 1
T, Fimoey -6 1 8 3 W R T 6 2* 61 2 122
W. White oL . O, 1 E 3 TR AT At ol x| W0
Abo Batted —D. M. Steels, 88, 37; L. V. Pl 5 B Aev. o 38 8 N 4 0%
_’i_ﬁl“[-‘%w E 3 Swannl. . 5 W 42 0 a4
1. g Ao batted=L. 8. Wty S1° P, A, Oblairom,
ing. 14* and 18; O. L. Zielkger, 15; c. B Culross, 7;
M. Runz Wkia Ay, C, Evans, 0,
— 0% 5 182 Boxling.
1 3 L 27 Ruone. Wkta, Avze.
1 18 & 236 | W. M. Symonds .. .. o RGOy 10
t 92 9 2337 £ J. Harsson e 0 4 22
1 1% 5 28 H. M, Fisher .. < am 3 &3
— WP T BT J. P, Astley .. .. oo e o 82 18 808
1 W 6 M R. V. Pridmore .. so .o o 29 7 208
® 38 5 &8 Lo IG5 e aniinn se os o WY B 45D
w;' one for 139: ']l B. . Peinall .. .. .. .. 54 3 L3
g ‘h‘ naev. one (0?. Fe s .\;:a‘hl‘ll'd'z:.sﬂ.k('%‘m':l‘. “t’u{ “;w?.
Gz o . & n, one iy Y. ‘ew, tro for 20;
S TG T St 1 T. D. Fivev, oue for 113; C. E. Willinx, nome
N - for 33; A. B. Barker, none for 33; O. L. Ziegler,
ncne for 21; G, B. Jose, none for 108; N. A,
Walsh, nove for 29; H. G. Prest, none for 10

1921 Intervarsity Team

Back row: JHowleit (caretaker), W.M.C, Symonds, W.R.G.Colman, L.T, Gun. A.B.Barker, R.T.Smith, E.J Harbison, J.C. Haines (Score:

Front row: J.F.Astley, L.Y.Pellew (vice capt), G.E.Jose (capt), H.M.Fisher, T.D.Finey
Held in Adelalde; won by Sydney

By the 1922/1923 season he was finding it harder to find spare time for his beloved summer sport and only managed
to play a couple of matches in the A Grade side.




Marriage

Wybert first met Daphne Jean White (Jean was her preferred name) at Adelaide High School in 1914 where she had
also attended as a pupil/teacher. She was the daughter of Joseph Hills White, a carpenter and Mary White (née

Lloyd).

In 1914, 15 year old Jean was a Junior Teacher at the Hindmarsh School. In 1916, she was the girls head prefect and
Wybert, the boys head prefect. There had been very little chance for interaction between the girls and boys during
school hours as walls separated them. Some lads however, would meet and walk with the girls and perhaps offer to
carry their school bag after school. Some early friendships started this way, however Wybert was apparently a shy
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2 155 14 110
7 251 16 15.68
10 728 45 1617
12 312 14 2228
5 118 5 23.60
1 210 7 30

8 440 12 8668
2 187 6 3720
for 10; Prest, 1 for
8 0 for 6; B

1922/23 Season Statistics

Joseph Hills White (1869 - 1937) and Mary White (1866 - 1949)

individual and was not game enough to approach any of the girls.




Finally, after an Old Scholars social in the School Hall, they were waiting at the tram stop and Wybert finally plucked
up the courage to approach Jean and asked if he could accompany her home. The answer was YES; despite the fact
that another lad had also been keen on Jean that evening. That single question and positive response changed the
course of both their lives and so began a wonderful lifelong relationship.

In 1917, while attending Teachers College and on the staff at Adelaide High School, Jean also studied music (singing).
She attended Adelaide University in 1918 and 1919 passing some subjects in the Faculty of Arts. This all became too
demanding for her and eventually Jean discontinued her study towards a degree. A period of separation from
Wybert followed when he enlisted and embarked for overseas service. It was a testing time for both.

After Wybert returned from WW1, the relationship blossomed further and they became engaged in 1921. During the
courtship he often took Jean in the sidecar of the Red Indian motor cycle up the North East Road to the family home
at Chain of Ponds.

Jean and Wybert were separated again for a while in 1922 when she was posted to Riverton High School, however at
the end of the year she resigned her position and returned to Adelaide. She had been a highly regarded member of
the staff.

Kapunda Herald (SA : 1878 - 1951), Friday 5 January 1923, page 3

RIVERTON HIGH SCHOOL
SPEECH DAY.
—_ e
Rivecinn, Dec. 76
On Wednesday evening, the River-
ton In-titute was crowded on the oc
casion of the annunal speech day of the
Riverton District High School  The
Han, Walter Hannatord, M.LC. oc-
cupied the chair. Other distmguichel 1 wish here to express
gentlemen on the platiornr were Mg our deep regret at the prospect of
W. ). Adey, Superintendent of S jogng Miss White, who is resigning

ndary Schools, Messrs, AL W, Rob 2 i The end of
faon. SLL. & L. Hutler. M.V, | f{::"‘ ::‘f D;}’i':"""“'f‘,:h: has worked
‘l:-all:irn ‘:\r“"i e halntnmi‘;:;; a'\:hl'w; ";Y‘lhy “t‘:d eﬁcknllav il;l‘ Ib:c ‘:l;:‘t:'esl;
oard), LROoc, 3 RN ts the ]
ant in charge of High School), W, k :not'ey:n wi'l:‘:ll ;;‘m with us in wish-
Bednall, (Head Yeacher Frimar. a0 Mies White every prosperity and

School ), and Kev. E. T, Pryor. ... happiness in her future. In conclu-
sion, 1 wish to acknowledee the loval

and cfficient support oi Miss Gellert

Hetore presenting
the annual report, the Asststant in

Charge (Mr. U, Paul) expressed his
gratihcation at having Mr. Adey pre-
sent at the function, and he thought
that if the number present was a Sign
of the interest taken i the High
School, he had very good cause to be
satisfied.

Report:—"During the ycar 81 stu-
dents were enrolled, 54 boys and 25
girls ...

and Miss White, and 1o express my
pleasure at the interest shown by the
studepts in their studies, and also at
the harmonious relations which have
existed between the stafl and stu-
dents™ 5 i i

On the 30th December 1922 Wybert and Jean married at St Mark's Church, Maylands.

| WHITE—SYMONDS. —The marriage of
Daphne Jean, younger duughter of Mr. and Mrs,
oJ. Hills White, Llandower avenue, Paynebam,
(to Wybert M. C, voun=est son of Mrs. and late
Mr. John Symonds, Chain of Ponds, will be
| celebrated at st. Mark’s, Maylands, on Saturday,
December 30, at 11 am. Relatives and Friends
invited to ceremony. No reception.

The Register - 23rd December 1922 - page 8§

Kuipto Forest School

The years 1923 and 1924 were extremely busy for Wybert. Jean, having resigned from the Education Department to
get married was able to provide him with invaluable support. In addition to teaching duties at Adelaide High School




and University studies, during the summer he continued running the courses at the Kuitpo Forestry School. He also
was often away from home having to spend a lot of time as part of his practical work in forestry. This experience
added to his expertise in conducting the 10 day forest school courses for High School students.

‘Ministerial Visit to Kuitpo.

|_The Minister of Edneation _(Hon. T.I
g e E:lhgnhndmr. o
|Becondary  Education p?-;ted Euitpo

The Symonds welcomed a son (John Lloyd Symonds), born at Maylands, South Australia prior to Christmas in 1923.

SYMONDS  John 23-Dec-1923 M Wybert Daphne Maylands Norwood  127A/576
Lloyd Milton Jean
Caust WHITE

SYMONDS genealogysa.org.au,

Wybert continued in his role at Kuitpo for several years and in 1925 wrote an article for the Register Newspaper.

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929
Tue 21 Jul 1925 Page 3

FORESTRY CAMPS.

VALUABLE WORK AMONG SCHOOL-

t

The Kuitpo Forestry Camps werc inaugu-
rated with a view of stimulating a deeper
interest in forestry among the secondary
| schoolboys in South Australia. It has
customary with us tp destroy the|
natural forests, which are our heritage.
without due consideration for the needs of
posterity. In the atmosphere of the jorest
he boys learn to appreciate it in all its
relations to the State—economically -for|
its direct and indirect value, and aesthe-
tically for the pleasure it gives. It is
thus that they desire to protect it against
the vandalism of those who indiserimin-
ately feill or burn large areas annually.
It 18 hoped that the camps of 300 boys
yearly will exert such an influence on a
large section of our vle as will show
to them the real value our forests, and
the consequent need for adequate pro-
tection and extemsion of our timber re-!

| sources. 7
The following is a list of schools and the
nwninbers who have atiended the Kuitpo
Vorestry Scheol:—Woodville High School,
% attended; Adelaide High School, 24;
Unley High Scheool, 25: St. Peter's Co.-
lege, 22; Norwood High School, 24; Gaw-
ler High School, 20; Port Pirie High
School, 30; Mount Gambier High School,

(| 27; total, 198.




Norwood Football Club

After having been an outstanding footballer playing for University from 1920 - 1922, it was not surprising that a
league club would be after his services. In 1923, after playing in the Norwood B team early in the season, he was
promoted to the league team after only a few matches.

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Friday 21 September 1923, page 11

COMING  CHAMPION

Symonds’ Fine Play

HIS FIRST YEAR

W. Symonds, who played a brilliant classes there. Returning from the
game for Norwood last Saturday, !m- [frent, he figured as a rover for the Uni-
pressed critics In no small measure. He |Versity in 1920 until 1922, |
started football in 1914, when he played At the beginning of this year Symonds
for the Adelaide High School. 1In the |began to play with the Norwood B's In|
two ensuing years he captained the & fow test matches, and then stepped|
team. and played well, into the #, where he has shown!

Born at Chain of Ponde, he P«l\'ed wonderful form. [
his early education at the local school Owing to the redl ha many |
and came 10 the Adelalde High School, ,.,,,‘m,.‘ tor m:';w“:“":, m-:.';
Symonds went through the student ymonds has been ured as a wingman,

in which capacity Norwood have been

weak.

He is A sure mark, a fast and clever'
| |sround player, and many consider him,
the most accurate stad kick in the team.'

Occasionally Symonds makes trips in
connection with his teaching profession
to Kiuoto Forest to receive Instruction
in forestry. He 1= confident In his team.

ErTE—————

W. Symonds»

| Best man on the ground for Norwood
| last Saturday.

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article 129845512

Remarkably he played in a premiership in his first season when Norwood defeated North Adelaide in the Grand Final.
Wybert was in the best players on the wing for the Redlegs.

In 1523 Norwood again finished top but with a slightly inferior record to the previous year, 11 wins 2 losses and 1 draw.
Again the defence came to the fore; in 1523 they conceded an average of 57.2 points
GRAND FINAL 1923

Venue: Adelaide Oval

Umpire: & A Raven Crowd: 37,000

ist 2nd 3rd Final Pts
Norwood 4-3 6-8 7-9 9-12 1]
North 2-1 41 5-1 6-4 40

Date 2% September 1923 Win by 26 points

Best: B Schumacher, & Lill, W Potts, W Symonds, P Lee, E Wadham, W.Scott,
G Stephens.

Goalkickers : P Lee 3 E Wadham 2 W Burns 2 L Mutton C Hepburn
Coach: T Leahy

F E.Wadham B.Scott (vc) W.Burns
HF P.Lee nrich
C AL monds

e (c) W.Scott G.Stephens
B L.Mutton S.Ackland R.Plunkett
Followers W.Potts H.Grantley B.Schumacher




In all Wybert played 98 games for Norwood including two premierships (1923 and 1925) and was awarded a Player
Long Service Certificate in 1927.

REDLEGS MUSEUM

Wybert SYMONDS

STATISTICS

Guernsey Number: 6, 22

Career: 1923 to 1929

NFC Games: S8

NFC Goals: 12

Debut: v Sturt (Norwood) 5th May 1923

Finale: v West Adelaide (Wayville) 25th May 1929

Premierships: 1923, 1525

Wybert Symonds was an outstanding player in a period when the Norwood teams of the day included some of the
club's all-time greats . Players such as Syd Ackland, Alec Bent, Alick Lill, Tiger Potts, Wacka Scott, Ern Wadham and
Sid White, were just some of the star he played with; Symonds making his League debut on the same day as Lill.

In his time at the club, Norwood won three Premierships and were in the finals on three other occasions. One of the
state's best wingmen throughout his career, Symonds was high in Norwood's best players in both the 1923 and
1925 Grand Final wins.

Noted for his pace and dash, "Will" as he was known, was selected to play on a wing for the South Australian second
team that travelled to Broken Hill in 1925, The game, which South Australia lost, was played against the Barrier
Ranges Football Association on the Jubilee Oval.

A teacher at Adelaide High School, Symonds retired from league footy when he was appointed headmaster of
Kapunda High School in 1329, He was the first old scholar of Adelaide Boys High School to become its Principal. He
retired in 1962.

R Cialini Dec 2013

After finishing playing cricket with Adelaide University, Wybert resumed playing for the Spicer Memorial Church
team in the Churches Competition. In the 1924/25 Season, He made 490 runs at an average of 49.

CHURCH CRICKET

" In'H grade No.'2 Al Baints topped
the list. W. Symonds, of Spicer
Memorial, had the best batting figures
with 49 runse, 10 innings, average 49;
B. Ellery, of Goodwood Methodist,
with 492 runs, average 32.8, being
sccond, W. Fails, of All Saints, ob-
tained” the bowling honors with 33
wickets for 190 runs, average 05.75, fol-
lowed by D. Wing, of the same club,
with 43 wickets for an average of 6.83.




On 29th July 1925 the Symonds welcomed their second child, a daughter (Rachel Jean Symonds).

Saturday Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1929),
Saturday 1 August 1925, page 29

" BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND
DEATHS.
BIRTHS.
SYMONDS,—On the 29th July, Al Rowan,

Magill soad, to Me. and Mes. Wybert Symonde—
s daughter.

In the summer months, Wybert was still involved with the Forest School at Kuipto and Jean, John and the new baby
joined him there, accommodated in a little cottage nearby. Sometimes he oversaw some harvesting of trees,
providing a great experience for the lads. On occasions, Wybert and the students were visited by Government
officials and during one course, the famous Antarctic explorer and Geologist, Sir Douglas Mawson addressed the
boys. Altogether Wybert ran the Kuipto courses for six years (1922 -28).

During his University years studying forestry, Wybert was required for five weeks in his summer holidays to travel to
forest plantations all over Australia. In addition, the ten days at Kuipto added pressure on Jean who was spending
time on her own with the two young children.

In 1924 Wybert and Jean purchased a 32.5 acre property at Mount Gambier for £70. The opportunity presented
itself during a visit by a school inspector to the Kuipto Forest School.The gentleman had previously been a
headmaster at Mount Gambier High School and mentioned that there was land for sale in an area suitable to grow
pines. Although it left the family almost penniless, the purchase began a lifelong interest and hobby in a profitable
pinus plantation. Over the years when the pines reached maturity, it would then provide the Symonds family with
additional revenue to supplement the meager income paid by the Education Department. It periodically gave them
the means to afford a few more amenities and ensured their children could be provided with better opportunities in
their educational pursuits.

After the War, Wybert had continued with his strong commitment to the Church as an officer of the East Adelaide
Sunday School and a preacher (on trial) in the Kent Town Circuit. He also was instrumental in organising groups of
young men who met on Sundays as a study group and formed a club that gathered in the city on Monday evenings.

Australian Christian Commonwealth (SA : 1901 - 1940)
Friday 28 May 1926,

Mr. Wybert Symonds, B.Sc.

Mr. Wybert Symonds, who is
popular member of the Norwood Foot-
hall Team and the idol of the

barrackers on the ovals, is also a much-
loved officer of the East Adelaide Sun-
day school, and a preacher on trial in
the Kent Town Circuit. Mr, Symonds
is the leader of the young men's class,
and exercises a powerful and whole-
some influence over its members,

National Library of Australia

In September 1926 Wybert was one of the staff members who accompanied the Adelaide High sporting teams to
Victoria for the annual contests against Melbourne High School. In the 1926/27 season he resumed playing cricket in
the South Australian Cricket Association competition for East Torrens in B Grade. In November he also gave a talk on
"Forestry" to the 1st College Park Scout Group.
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M ¢ 6 ge 10
. INTERSTATE SCHOOL
i SPORTS.

The oy soort- team whiol re stesented
the Mde.ade Hah 8006, 1m0 comwtitions
with the Mebourne Hizh Schoo! 1 Me -
pourne, returned to Ade aide on Satarday .
Adelade won the 1ootba'! match by 3
~oals, and the temms by five rubbeis to
tour., ~hourne, with an average of 97,
degeated Adclaide (average 90) in the rifie

2, and the Melbourne boys aiso
won the rowmng.  The Adelude ¥ was
accompanied by Messrs. C. M. Ward (vice-
Wﬂlﬂmlil R. A. Potter (s)orts master),

« M. C, Symonds, and D. A, David.

Latest Notes from Practice Mets
Thu 4 Nov 1926

News (Adelaide, SA - 1923 - 1954)

EAST TORRENS

W. BEymonds. who filgured with pro-
| ininence as a footballer with the Nor-
'wond Club, batted in fine stvle for the
B tram on Haturday., He contributed
%4, the highest for the gide.

Forestry.

At the ususl weekly mectiog oi the 1m
O’HT Park Troop on Friday eveming,

Mr. Wybert § nds, the wellknown
Norwood footba sud Fast Torrens crie-
keter, gave o very interesting talk oo
“Forestry,” to » men-
bers of the troop representatives from
o w camp

Mr. Symonds then spoke on the
trees of Westera Australis and Victorma,
and pointed out the thoughtiess destruoe
tion that ia carried out and the ummense
loss that occurs by bash fires. and ur
caytion at seout cempe. Mention was
made of the wealth timber produced, and
the urgent necessity to vepair waste by

stematic replanting. Mr. Symond
|go.d that the M‘ﬁbnme High &:‘.?'i.

were actively interesting themselves in
planting and attending to forest murseries.
which in time would produce large sums

-

pomtion of Conservator of Forests, the
Tasmaman Boy Scouts heve a permanent
camping ground snd forest nursery on
' Mount Wellington, under the ixion
! of the Forestry Department. boya |
| always do gome work in the nursery vrhen!
' they camp there. They have unde: aken

' o re-afforest Mount Wellington, the work
of years




By 1927 Wybert was continuing to find it difficult to continue with all his sporting activities, but was still actively
involved with the football team at Adelaide High School.

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954),
Thursday 7 April 1927, page 14

W. Bymonds A ndlq wuumu. has
not yet been out. He is stationed at
Kuitpo Forest and will be there until
May. However, he will play in one or
two of the trial matches, the first of
which will be at Norwood on Satur-
day. At 1 o'clock two B teams will meet
and at 3 o'clock A and B will pley.

Adelaide High School First XVIIl Football Team ¢ 1927

After 1928 the Kuipto Forestry School was discontinued due to a lack of funding as the Great Depression started to
take hold. Wybert was offered a position with the Department of Forestry, however both he and Jean favoured
"growing young students than growing young trees". Continuing his career in education (with the valuable support
of Jean) was the pathway they chose. So began their journey together, which would see them at five country high
schools before a return to city life.




Kapunda High School

Wybert's teaching and sporting career would change significantly when in December 1928 he was appointed to be
the headmaster at Kapunda High School for the New Year. The school's homestead style building and substantial
grounds had been donated to the Education Department in 1921 by Sir Sydney Kidman - "The Cattle King".

By early 1929, the Symonds family had departed from their comfortable Jarrett Street Maylands home and travelled
by train to Kapunda. Jean was now expecting a third child and on arrival they found that the headmaster's
accommodation left a lot to be desired and was in need of substantial repairs. Later they were able to move into a
much nicer home which had formerly been the Kidman manager's residence.

The 60 student Kapunda High School provided the first four years of secondary education and only had positions for
a headmaster and one other teacher. The school currently lacked any specialised teacher to adequately prepare
students through to Leaving (Matriculation) standard. The only other permanent staff member taught commercial
subjects, so Wybert was required to be a very hands on teacher as well as attending to his headmaster duties. At
least the broad range of subjects that he had studied at high school and university gave him a competency level to
teach most of the required arts and science subjects.

With the Education Department purse strings now even more constrained by the impact of the "Great Depression",
Wybert found his salary cut by 22%%. Further additional teaching resources were also unlikely, but fortunately Jean
volunteered to give un-paid help to students with their Maths and Latin. She also became the driving force behind
the formation of a Parents and Friends Association. Jean would continue to provide great support to Wybert in
school and community activities throughout his career. Wybert and Jean knew how important it was to knit the
school and community together. Their involvement with local Church and sporting clubs was very beneficial to foster
this connection. It also helped make important contacts in the town and surrounding districts.

The Norwood Football Club was still keen for Wybert to continue with them for the 1929 football season; however
coming down each weekend from Kapunda to play football was not practical and did not last. Wybert retired from
league football for Norwood early that season, with his last game being against West Adelaide on 25th May 1929. He
was just two games short of 100 games, but there were other priorities now.
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LEAGUE FOOTBALL

THE NORWOOD TEAM

The Norwood Icam, photographed at Norwood on Saturday prior (0 the malch against West Torrens, when his Fxcellency the Gevernar (Sir Alexander
Hote-Rathven) opened the new granddand, Those In the group (from el to ﬂ{hn arei—Back Row: A, Forniby (foundation member), J. C, Johna A,
K, Bddell, G, G, West, AL G. LIL A, C. Hall, A, L. Geary, J. M. G. Siggins, W. M. €, Symonds, L. Yeend, T. 8 Hill thon. sec). Second Row: H. W. Fike,
S. R Appelbee, W. Scolt (captaln), E. W. C. Wadham (vice-captain), L. A. Mutton, C. C, Daly. Fronl Row: S, E. Ackland, E. A, lohllr‘wﬂn, ;l. (. “;ﬂ:nu-.
schock phete,




The Symonds family soon became respected members of the Kapunda community, participating in many church
(Wybert as a Lay Preacher), sporting and social activities. After finishing with Norwood early in 1929, Wybert
continued to play football for Kapunda and helped them win that season's premiership. He also played cricket and in
the 1929/30 season Wybert had headed both the team batting and bowling averages, with the team also taking out
the Barossa and Light Association title.

Advertiser (Adelaide. SA : 1889 - 1931)|
Monday 22 September 1930,

The annual meeting of the Kapunds

Cricket: Clud wan hedd In the InsTitube,
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Another daughter (Ruth Caust Symonds) was born on 27th June 1929 during the family's first year in Kapunda.

Although the results from the students were sound, coping with all the teaching demands was extremely difficult
with a very heavy responsibility falling on Wybert. Fortunately a request to Mr. Adey, the head of the Education
Department, was looked upon favourably and later in the year a competent Maths and Latin teacher was provided
to take over from the less qualified member of staff. The new teacher, Miss Eleanor May Slade had been taught
previously by Jean at Adelaide High School. The school also had assistants who taught woodwork and cooking. By
1931 Kapunda High School had a permanent full-time teaching staff of three in addition to the headmaster. A very
competent teacher, lvan Coward joined the staff in 1930 and he would later become a headmaster at Norwood High
School.

After three years as Headmaster of Kapunda High School, Wybert was transferred to Renmark Agricultural High
School. Mr. and Mrs. Symonds were given a farewell social. The years at Kapunda had been an initiation to a new
way of life and good preparation for the future which would include several more country appointments. The moves
were a challenge for the children, being uprooted and needing to make new friends each time.




J.

master of the Renmark District Agri-
cultural High School, has b€en pro-
moted to the Adelaide High Schpol as
ospec’al senior master. He has been
in Renmark for 12 months. Before
coming to Renmark Mr. Moyle was
headmaster of the Moonta  High
Scho.l, and he has had many years’
'aperlem in the deparument. He
& rved as assistant teacher at the
Hindmarsh High School, prior to the
open‘ng of the Woodville High School,
to which he was afterwards transier-
red. From there he enl'sied in the
A.I.F. and r turned to take up his
wosition at the same school. In
1920 Mr. Moyle was appointed senior
commercial master to the same school,
rema-ning there until 1923, when he
was promoted to the position of head-
master at the Moonta High School.
From there he came to Renmark at
the beginning of this year.

Mr. W. Symonds, B.Sc., of the
Kapunda High School, will succeed
Mr. Moyle at Renmark,




Renmark Agricultural High School

Prior to moving to Renmark, the family decided to take a holiday to the beach in a rented house at Seacliff. The
pleasant conditions by the seaside became a stark contrast to the weather endured during their train trip to the
Riverland. On through the Murray Mallee, the temperature reached an official high of 116 degrees Fahrenheit (46.7
degrees Centigrade), but was probably higher inside the coach. It was the worst journey the family had endured. On
arriving exhausted at their destination, they found their furniture and other possessions had still to be collected
from storage; having been previously shipped from Kapunda to Renmark. Also there was no cot to be found for
infant Ruth. Fortunately their new neighbour, the local Methodist Minister, kindly invited the Symonds in for an

evening meal.

It had been an unpleasant journey to the Riverland, but the next day was worse, when the temperature reached 120
degrees Fahrenheit and there were no luxuries such as a refrigerator to provide a cooling drink. The two days of
extreme heat were followed by a swirling red dust storm and then by the predictable thunderstorm that produced a

deluge of "red mud".

The tales of woe continued when they found themselves sharing their house, corridors and bathroom with
strangers; boarders who the owner had previously let rooms to. During the Depression there were many itinerant
fruit pickers in the area trying to make a go of it. Accommodation was in demand, but it was not fair that the home
provided for the headmaster would be used as a boarding house to all sorts. One hot day after riding his bike home
from the school and finding one of the lodgers using the bathroom, it all came to a head and after a confrontation
Wybert gave them notice to leave within a week. Thereafter the family would have their home and privacy to
themselves. The following year the family moved into a new brick house with ample space and water on tap in the
summer to be able to raise a nice garden.

Sport in the Riverland

Wybert's sporting reputation followed him to Renmark and his prowess was in demand. He was now in his mid-
thirties, but had kept himself very fit by continuing to play sport and riding his bike. Soon be became involved with
the local football team and was appointed captain/coach. This brought immediate success to the club.
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The first semi-final between Berri
;ﬂﬂnorn premlenrzmmd Barmeb ners (third)
won era three points.

he aeoog senui-~ y =

(final was won by
Renmark Rovers
by two points
from ‘Waikerfe.
Renmark Rovem
and

then played in the
final, and the re-
sult was tie. 1In
|the play-off Ren- 3 °
mark Rovers

I for the premierahip in the challenge
enmark, match, Renmark Rovers completing its
sensallonal climb from the bottom of
Thu 26 May the list by winning by two points,
—— J ‘The success of Renmark Rovers 1s
. LEADERS e A e
ROVERS LEADEUS 0 r fiorwe : ing :vmon , the
v 2 sonne! team is:—W. . By~
Before the match aERain=t Walke je at 3 of | i ex.u.ncwss.yl_
Cubdogla on Saturnlay Renmark Ravers tinwo. Curyer, A. Roberta Roberts,
plected W, M., ©C, Bymomds to eaptala Ty B Andrsws,, % Trscots, J
them with L. Lock a= his livutenant Trenwith, E. John, and L. Warnock.

Page &

The Renmark "Rovers" had been a struggling team, but under Symond's guidance they improved during the season
and won the 1932 premiership. It would be the team's last premiership until taking out the title again in 1950.

Murray Pioneer (Renmark, SA : 1942 - 1950)
Thu 5 Oct 1950 / Page 8

RENMARK'S 1932 FOOTBALL PREMIERSHIP TEAM

RENMARK ROVERS PREMIER FOOTBALL TEAM of 1932—the last time the club
had won the Upper Murray premiership previous to this year, Captain of the team was
w. C. Symonds ,then headmaster of the Renmark High S chool and now headmaster of
the Glo-op High School

E:ct row (from |cﬂ) G. Curyer, B, Walters, J. Jones, A. Roberts, G. Andrews, W, Wes-
com

Third row (from left): D. Reeg (selector), C. Hamilton, J. Lynch, A. Wescombe, J, Roh-
erts, E. Warnock, C. Mntulick. C. Trenwith,

Second row (from left): L. W:rnoell. T. F. Whillas (patron), W. M, C. Symonds (cap-
tain), H. F. Tardiff (chairman), E.

Front Row (from left): E, Tnuco(t K Bryden (boundary umpire), I, LeLeu.




Wybert also continued playing cricket in Renmark performing very well for the High School team which participated
in the Upper Murray competition. His all-round batting and bowling performances saw him high in the batting and
bowling averages in each of the four full seasons he played. In 1934, 1935 and 1936 he won the association trophy
for the best all round performances (1934 - 32 wickets @ 9.2, 332 runs @ 43.7; 1935 - 32 wickets @ 10.3, 485 runs
@ 48.5; 1936 - 27 wickets @ 8.78, 420 runs @ 52.5). One example of his all-round performances in 1934 was match
figures of 12 wickets for 40 runs and 67 not out with the bat.
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LEADING ASSOCIATION
PERFORMANCES
BATTING

Runs Ave
J. Tolley (Bookmark 738 92.1
R. Dolan (Rk. West) .. 335 +41.8
E. Miller (Crescent) .. 3200 33.3
F. Tucker (Banks) .. .. 300 33.3
R. Rosenthal (H. School) 281 25.5
AV, M. Symonds (H.S.) 252 25.2
C. Williams (Banks) ., 196 24.5
. Young (Lyrup) .. .. 318 24.5
R. Coats (H. School) .. 236 23.6
D). Springbett (Banks) 239 21.7

Murray Pioneer and Australian River Record (Renmark, SA : 1913 - 1942), BOWLING Wkts. Ave

Thursday 15 February 1934, ¥. Berrill (H. School) .. 27 6.3

D). Corbett (H. School .. 19 6.6

SYMONDS FINE DOUBLE W. M. Symond! (H. S) 26 6.9

AGAINST WEST E. Sage (Banks) .. .. .. 30 7-2

- II: -Miiler (Crescent) .. 40 7.3

[ 5 . Dermott (Crescent) 23 R.6

12/40 and 67 n.o. G!ves Stu R. Marsh (Crescent) .. 27 9.5
dents Eight Points J. White (Crescent) .. 9 9

Completing an exceptionally fine C. Williams (Banks) .. .. 8 10.3

double performance .Symond_. carried J. Roy (Ren, West) 18 10.5

e e G. Rowell (Ren. West) .. 41 11.2

CRICKET TROPHIES

—ee
Presented at Upper Murray
Social
At the annual social of the Upper
Murray Cricket Association the fol-
lowing trophies won for leading per-
formances during the 1933-34 season

were presented:— =

Best bowling, under 21 years (Whil-
las trophy, to Ray Marsh (Crescent),
22 wickets, average 7.8

Batting, under 21 (Tolly trophy),
Kon Rosenthal (High School), 283
runs, average 35.4.

Bowling, over 21 (Turnbull trophy),
E. Mead (Bookmark), 31 wickets, av-
erage 7.5,

Batting, over 21 (Rigby trophy), K.
Hosking (Bookmark), 397 runs, aver-
age 66.7.

Best al] round performance (Rosen-
thal trophy) W. Symonds (High
School) 32 wickets, average 9.2; 332
runs, average 43.7.

Most improved player (Odgers tro-
phy) A. Rix (Lyrup), 28 wickets, av-
erage 12.5, 180 runs, average 17.

The toast lis¢ included: “The King”,
by the chalrman (Mr. E. J. Rigby);
the premier team, by the president
(Mr. T. ¥, Whillas), and supported
by other captains, response by the
Bookmark captain (Mr. J. 8. Tolley). |
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CRICKET AVERAGES

Trophies Presented at Annual Social

0:

Col. Williams, of ccurse, dominates the Upper Murray batting av=

erages for the season just concluded, his magnificent form

through- ‘

©out giving him 92 7 runs per innings with an outstanding aggregate of

1,113 runs in club matches alone.

In the bowling,

H. Highman re-

tains his position at the head of the bowling , though several secured
more wickets, . el |
The honour of securing the biggest BOWLING
bag goes to R. Dolan, though his vie- R W A
tims were obtained at considerable ex- | H. Highman (B) 231 24 9.6
pense, Of the all-rounders W. Sy- | W. Symonds (H) 329 32 10.3
mfnds has recorded easily the best|O. Bartsch (B) 108 10 10.3
performance. BE. Mcad (B) 315 27 11.7
The complete list of leading batsa- | 1. Tolley (B) 321 27 11.9
men (average of 10 or more) and |R., Jacka (Ba) 843 28 12.25|
‘bowler. (10 or ‘'more wickets) in the | 0. Twartz (W) 841 23 14.8
Upper Murra! competiti®n for the |8 Wells (H) 505 32 15.8
1984-35 season” is given below:— W. Nuske (B) ~ 488 29 16.8
G. Rowe'l (Ba) 224 13 17.2
BATTING F. Hall (C) 174 10 17.4
LN O HBE Ag Av.!R, Marsh (O) 3% 18 18.1
C. Willlams (Bo) 16 3 162x 1113 82.7T [A. L. Roy (W) 260 14 18.6
J. Tolley (Bo) 16 2 127x 679 49.9 p.. Sage (Ba) 387 17  18.8
W, Symonds (H) 11 1 142 485 48.5|n. D2an (W) 708 a5 20.2
F. Tucker (Ba) 3 - 61 128 42.6|R. TLangmead (W) 287 1 20.6
A. Pitt (C) 12 1 1338 461 41.9 A Pitt (C) 308 12 25.7
L. Laffer (H) 6§ 2 38 10284 M. Smith (H) 389 12 Bl.ll
K. Hosking (Ba2) 6 - 61 193 32.5
A. Roberts (W) 10 1 656 287 81.9|
N. Marshall (C) 14 1 108 383 29.5
R. 8now (H) 12 2 100x 292 29.2
R Rosenthal (H) 12 2 86x 285 28.5
R, Jacka (Ba- 2 8 69 249 27.6
C. Norton (B) 11 8 102x 201 25.1
W. Nuske (B) 13 4 48x 3283 24.7
R ( 13 1 61 293 24.4
W. Tucker (B) 4 1 38x 656 21.6
R. Marsh (C) 12 - 43 240 20
E. Mitchell (B) 6 1 41 90 18
L. Smith (H) 12 1 76 194 17.6
J. Roy (W) 10 1 46x 154 17.1

In addition to playing for the Upper Murray in inter-association matches, in 1936 he was chosen to be vice-captain of
the combined team that played against a South Australian Cricket Association side. The team, captained by Don
Bradman, was too good for the locals, however Wybert had the thrill of getting the great batsman out. This feat

became embedded in family folklore over the years.

Thu 12 Mar 1936

S$.A.C.A. TEAM
G .Bradman (capt.)
L. Badcock,
J. R. Moyle
G. Waite
W. Walker
H. Collins
Ward
R. O’Connell

H. Leal
M, Stanford.

BYHBINI0RNAY

The Upper Murray Team

The selectors of the Upper Murray Crick-
et Association have chosen the followin
players to represent them agalnsi the S A.
C.A. team on the show grounds on Thurs-
day, March 19 (play to start at 10.30 am.)
S. Tolley, capt.. (Bookmark)

. M. Symonds, vice-capt. (High School)
Dolan (Renmark West)
Willlams (Bookmark)

Wells (High School)

Marsh (Crescent)

Kumnick (Banks)

Sage (Banks)

Jacka (Banks)

Rosenthal (Crescent)

Hosking (Banks)

. Brauer (Lyrup)
Emergencies—F. Pollard and J.

(both Renmark West)

dRRAmDImaxHg«

Dolan

25.44
25

23

21.75
18.07
15.47
15.43
14.27

Ave.
818
9.95

10.1

10.94

11.35

13.5!1

16.21

16.36

17.27

17.59

19.4

19.75

20.15

R. Dolan (W) 11 4 136x 574
C. Willams ¢Bk) 14 2 148x 808
K. Hoskings (Ba) 10 2 109 430
W. Symonds (H) 11 3 uUTx 420
R. Marsh (C) 11 1 183 430
R. Jacka (Ba) 11 1 134 402
E. Bage (Ba) 13 2 102x 381
R. Rosenthal (C) 15 2 68 386
J. Tolley (Bk) 16 - 105 412
C. Norton (Bk) 16 - 78 400
J. Dolan (W), 10 - 61 230
L. 8Smi.h (H) 13 1 63 261
N, Marshal (Bk) 15 1 46 27
A. Pitt (C) 16 1 85 232
N. Norton (Bk) 16 2 41 216
| W. Nuske (Bk) 15 - 39 214
| BOWLING
) O W R
| W. Symonds (H) 84 2T 23
| 3. Rowell (Ba) 57 20 199
M. Whallin (Pi) 50 30 304
A. Pitt (C) 60 31 339
R. Marsh (Q) 92 26 295
8. Wells (H) 138 37 500
E. Bage (Ba) 89 34 551
J. Tolley (Bk) 90 25 409
O. Bartsch (Bk) 61 22 380
R. Jacka (Ba) 144 27T 475
R. Dolan (W) 126 36 699
E, Mead (Bk) 149 20 @495
M. Smith (H) 111 20 43
Note: W, Renmark West; Bk., Bookmark;
Ba, Banks; H, High School; C, Crescent, P.
Pioneer
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Then against Symonds, Brad-
man skied one very high to the
off but Sage failed to hold a
difficult chance. Off the next he
scored one, Moyle got one, and
then, going for another big hit the
champion missed altogether and
was brilliantly stumped by Hosk-
ing.
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In Renmark, Wybert and Jean were also quick to involve themselves in church and other community activities. In

August 1932, he gave a prepared lecture on the attributes and shortcomings of the League of Nations.
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THE LEAGUE OF
NATIONS

—_———
High School Head Addres-
ses Methalian Club ~

Mr. W, M. C. Symonds, B.Sc.,
heud master of the Renmark District
Agricultural High School, gave &
well prepared lecture on the League
of Natlons at the last meet ng of the
Meathalian Club in the Renmark Me-
thodist lecture hall.

War's Futility

The lecturer briefly traved the de-
velopment of warfare from primitive
tribal fights to the vast international
confiict of recent times. War's fu-
uility and colossal expenditure were
then dealt with, Nations went to

war {n opder to gain or to preserve

what they considersd to be thedr
rights: but Intelligent peoples, If only
they were r'ghtly informed must re-
pudinte that method of settling dis-
putes. The fearfu] aftermysthg of the
jast great war should prove convin-—
cing. The selfish nationalism  which
had led to 0 many wars, and was
such a barrier to present efforts for
world peace, must be corrected by &
better understanding among the na-

Valuable Work ‘n Many Directions

Though the prevention of wars had
peen of Iincaloulable benefit to  the
world, the League had rendered still
more valuable services in other di-
rections. Ms International lubowsr or-
ganization had done much to restrict
child labour sad to abolish slavery In
backward nations, It had saved mlil-
lions of lives by co-operative action
egainst diseases, taoken up powerful
organizations for white siave traffic
and filicit drug traffic and ia many
other ways had rendered great services
to humanity. 'There (were enofmous
posaibilities of it Influence In regard
tn the industrizl financial and econo-
mi¢ problems which now racea Ine
natioms. Very much had been done In
the few years of the League's exist-
ence. Ita pe and infl should
increass gnd make (L g very powartul
torce in the future of the world,

In answer to gquestions, at the con-
clusiom of the lecture, Mr. Symonds

power to enforce Its declsions though
economic boycolt might be a very ef-
fective weapon if the necessily aroee,
Nevertheless, & great deal had siready
been accomplished without compulsion
and it was anticipated that the cen-
sure of the Lengue would be Increas—
Ingly effective as time went on.

On the motion of Mr. J. Hannath,

tlons nnd their co—operation for the | aonded by Mr. A. Bignell & vote of
good of the world as 2 whole The |inanks to Mr. Symonds, for his lucid
Lesgue of Nations exsted for that | .4 interesting address, was carried
pUrpose
With the help of a blackboard, the with acclamation.

spiaker then sxplained the organiza- —
tion and activities of the Lesgue
since It Inception. Several very seri-
ous conflicts between greal powers
hid been averted and a large number
0! m'nor disputes had been satisfac-
torily pettled, he sald. KEach mem-—
ber of the League promised to submit
Ils emsu to the Court of the Lemgue
when a dispute arcse.

National Library of Australia
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‘je!llu'ns. W. M. C. Symonds and Thu 17 Aug 1933 Page 12
t}w I'. Hooper, in aig of the Ugly i
Man competition in connection with
the High School bazaar, was held at TENMARK INFANT WELFARE
the home of Mr. and Mrs, Symonds e mfant Welfare Club of the Ren-
on Tuesday. There were cight tables mark town school have been meeting
of players and the prizes for the high- regularly, the gatherings being well
:;zksc:nr;s ;:fcjnr;d;ﬁzsﬁ.‘n\:o:;l- attended and a keen Interest taken in
s A r. > welf
] | vn e e i
Seires fou dhe Jowest score. Al the > g a wel) appreciatedq addresses
result of this evening Mr. Whillas, have been given by a number of visi-
one of the “ugly man" competitors, re- tors; among them belng Mrs., 'W. M.
ceivea quite an addition to his score. C, Symonds, who gave a fine paper on
“Motherhood and Responsibility of
Parents”, and Miss Gale of the W.C.

Tie committee and girls of the Chaf-
fey house were responsible for a

. - T'U' &
National Library of Australia logy". U0 TRITNSERCR. Sl Fhyse:

Hice supper,

Wybert now had a reduced teaching load at Renmark so was able to be more productive in terms of curriculum
development. He based this on analysis of the different needs of the children, both in terms of career paths to meet
the requirements of the Riverland community and also those who may be looking towards vocations needing further
technical or tertiary study.




The Renmark Agricultural High School had, like other fruit growers, its own substantial blocks to look after. The
agricultural teachers and students were responsible for this care, including at allocated times opening the irrigation
channel to source their periodic quota of River Murray water. The appointment to an agricultural school created
some issues for Wybert as the curriculum had been biased towards agricultural and horticultural pursuits. However,
he saw a need to provide a balance of subjects that could prepare girls and boys for other vocations also. It seemed
to him that too much time was being spent by the students looking after the school's large blocks of vines, fruit trees
and farm animals. Wybert believed that a number of smaller experimental plots under the supervision of a senior
agricultural teacher with a science background would serve the students better.

Family Heartbreak

A tragedy struck the Symonds family when on 28th July 1934 their daughter Rachel passed away from meningitis in
the Renmark Hospital. It was the day before her 9th birthday.

Death of a Little Girl

The deepest sympathy is extended
fo Mr. and Mrs. W. M. C. Symonds
of Renmark in the death of their
daughter, Rachel Jean, who passed
away on Saturday and was buried on
Sunday. She was only nine years of
age, and had shown remarkable abil-
ity ‘at school. .

Masses of flowers both in the Me-
thodist church and at the grave-side
marked the passing of one well loved
by al who knew her. The Rev. G.
B. Stribley spoke of Christ’s love for
the children, and the sound of voices
lost to this worlkd but heard again.
Pall bearers were Messrs. Roy Clark,
H. Westlake, F. Berrill and R. Dyer.

Despite the heartbreak, Wybert, Jean and Rachel's brother, John and sister Ruth continued stalwartly on with their
lives and they would continue to make their own individual marks on society.

Wybert battled on with his curriculum development and only a month after Rachel's death, in August 1934, he
pushed to advance the programs at Renmark Agricultural High School. Initiated by Wybert, Agricultural Master V. A.
"Aubrey" Prider and supported by the school committee, they set up the first research projects on the experimental

plots. The initial research projects covered a comprehensive range of experiments on commercial grape varieties
grown in the area.
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Seasonal No

BY “NEMO”

VINE EXPERIMENTAL PLOTS INITIATED AT
HIGH SCHOOL

Through the efforts of the head master of the Renmark Agricul-
tural High School (Mr. W. M. C. Symonds), the agricultural master
Mr. V. A. Prider) and the school committee, the high schoo! is about
to embark on a comprehensive range of oxp.nmtnh embracing the
commarcial varieties of vines mostly grown in this locality, viz.,, cur-
rants, sultanas, and gordos.

Wybert's term as headmaster of Renmark Agricultural High School was at the height of the Great Depression, so the
school always seemed short of funding for any additional resources. Jean however, was instrumental in organising
fund raising activities and Wybert, together with some close contacts in the Education Department, was able to
provide some additional items of equipment for the school.

Murray Pioneer and Australian River Record |
(Renmark, SA : 1913 - 1942), Thursday 1 October 1936
With the object of raising money to
help defray expenses of matting for
the High School A Grade cricket
team, an enjoyable and successful
progressive bridge evening was held
at the High Schoeol last night, the
organizers being Mr. and Mrs. W, M.
C. Symonds and High School staff,
There weTe ten tables of players, and
the prize for a hidden number was
won by Mrs E. E. Jarrett, A home
mnde supper was provided.

National Library of Australia

Port Lincoln High School

In December 1936, Wybert was advised of a promotion and transfer to Port Lincoln High School. It was decided that
the family first needed to have a holiday at the beach for a "well earned rest", before the start of the new school
year. The family by now had purchased a second hand motor vehicle for their journey to Adelaide. As Wybert, Jean,
John and Ruth departed Renmark, there would have been mixed emotions from the memories of their five years
there. Much had been achieved and many friends made, but moving on was the way of life for a country headmaster
and his family.

Ahead of them during the heat of January was the long 440 mile journey from Adelaide to Port Lincoln. The 200
miles to Port Augusta was on a sealed road and after a hot unpleasant night at Port Augusta they continued the
journey. There were many unsealed country roads in the 1930s, so it was a tedious and dusty journey, negotiating
corrugations, pot holes and patches of bulldust from Port Augusta to Port Lincoln. They eventually made it safely to
their destination and the beginning of a new challenge after the "rib-shaking" journey.

On arrival, they were pleasantly surprised to find their accommodation to be a very nice home with a fine view
overlooking the harbour and Boston Island. This was in contrast to their initial experience at Kapunda and Renmark.
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High School
Headmaster

Transferred

The headmaster of the Port Llncolnl
High School (Mr. 8, L. Tregenza), as
unnounced briefly in " The Port Lin-
toln Time " last week, hus been
notified that after the summer vac-|
ation he will take charge of the R--n-l
mark High School In succession to
Mr. Wybert Symonds, who will take
Mr. Tregenza's presenl position. The
Port Lincoln and Renmark schools are
grade as Class IV, but the Renmiirk
school! will be ralssd In status after
the holidays to Class 111,

Mr. Tregenza, who It a Bachelor of
Artg ang holds the Diploma In Educa-
tion, has been headmaster of the Port
Lincoly High School since jts Incep-
tion, both In the present bullding and
when classes were conducted at the
primary school. With gn Interval of
12 months, he bas been stationed here
for 15 years,

Mr. Tregenza his played a prom-
iment part in the community life of
Port Lincoln. He has been ualways
ready to assist In soclal work, und
cultural and educational movements
have also been given his support. As
n member of the beard of munage-
ment of the Jocal rub-branch of the
Returneg Ballors and Soldlers’ Imper-
fal Lesgue he has rendered excellent
service, and ae chairman of the Inste
tute Literary and Aits Club he will be
difficult to replace. A few months
ago he wus elected a member ol the
institute committes, Unt'l he sus-
tained 1 leg Iojur=y a jew years g0,
he wns A Xesn tonniy player : rince
then he has played bowls in the sum-
mer. He is 8 member of the Porl
Lincoln Golf Clob.

Mr. Symonds., who {& a Bachelor of
Science, will be remembered by fol-
lowers of the Norwood League foot-
ha)l team as a wingman, He has re-
tired from the gam>, but in recent
yeira he has playeg cricket,

Unlike the Riverland, Port Lincoln was more of an old fashioned country town and the best way of being accepted
was to participate in community activities as soon as possible. The people of the West Coast, because of their
relative isolation, were fairly set in their ways and possibly not readily amenable to any changes initiated by
newcomers. Wybert had the wisdom and experience to meet the challenge.

Before long, Wybert became involved with local sporting clubs and other organisations. In the winter of 1937, less
than a year after arriving, he accepted the coaching role for the Port Lincoln Centrals Football Club. It would have
been a challenge but he knew, sport as previously, provided him with an avenue to gain respect from a section of the
community. Also Wybert's participation in religious and cultural activities, earned him the respect of others. It was
therefore only a matter of time before Wybert and Jean were considered socially accepted.

Wybert's connection to the Church and sport were shown in August 1937 when he as one of the coaches of the local
teams involving their players and supporters in a service at the Port Lincoln Methodist Church. The famous former




Norwood footballer and local Methodist Minister, Reverend Charles "Redwing" Perry was coach of the "Waybacks"
at the time. The Symonds and Perry families became close friends.

Port Linc

Service For Footballers

\An invitation is extended to all
footballers and supporiers to attend
a special service in the Port Lincoln
Methodist Church on Sunday, at 7
p.m., when the coxches of the three
local football clubs wiil take part ic
the service. They are :—Rev. C. J.
Perry (Waybacks), Messrs. W, M. C.
Symonds (Centrals) and Hyde (Kir-
tonians). Special singing by a male
choir of 45 voices, under the baton"

of Mr. E. A. Fox. will be a feature
of the service,

Woybert also joined the Port Lincoln Literary and Arts Club and was soon participating in a debate where he took on
the case that the "Cinema has been detrimental to the community". The debate was chaired by Reverend Perry.
Wybert would often in the future express the view that activities that had no intellectual, artistic or social merit that
perhaps discouraged personal interaction and discussion were a bad influence on society.

Port Lincoln Times (SA - 1927 - 1954)
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DEBATE ON THE CINEMA

[ Members of the FPort Lincoinj
Literary and Arts Club should eajoy
lan Iinteresting evening on Tuesday,
lwhen a debate * That the develop
lmem of the Cinema has been de!rl-'
{mental to the communiy.” will he
rl'eld. The headmaster of the High
School (Mr. W. M. C. Symonds) will
flead the afirmative side, supported
by Mr. J. Martin and Miss P. Eljer
[ton, while Mr. A, E. Whitford. for the
| Literary and Arts Club will take the
negative side. Other speakers in his
team will include Messrs. N. ‘Weisner
|and R. Durbin. Rev. C. Perry will be
‘the adjudicator. All are welcome. |

Woybert also joined the Port Lincoln Golf Club; he had previously played in the AIF Golf Days held at Renmark (off a
handicap of 22).

Friday 27 August 1937, page 13
Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954)

BOGEY COMPETITION

WIN TO W. M. C. SYMONDS

An 18-hole bogey competition play-
el by memberg of the Port Lincoin
Golf Club on S:iturday, was won by
W. M. C. Symonds with 3 up.

Sadly, in September 1937, Jean received news that her father had passed away at the age of 68. He had been
working with the Municipal Tramways Trust for many years after starting out his working life as a carpenter.
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AV HITE—The FRIENDS of the late Mr |
'\\ JOSEPH HILLS WHITE. late of the Muni-
cipal Tramways Trust. are respectfully In-
fcrmed that his Puneral will leave the resi-
dence of his son (Mr. Lloyd White), No, l!
Moar street. Eastwood. on THURSDAY, at
2.30 p.m. for the North road Cemetcry.

' ALFRED JAMES & ©SON. Undertakers. |
98 and 193 Unley road. Unley. Phone U1060.

Wybert was now at 40 years of age, but he was still playing cricket, representing the High School in the local
competition. He had not lost any of his touch and in a characteristic aggressive display in November 1937 he scored
159 with three sixes and 22 boundaries. In the 1937/38 season he was the best all rounder in competition with 539
runs and 27 wickets.

Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954) Fri 19 Nov 1937

Three Centuries In Saturday’s Cricket

A. Spiers And R. Godden Make 226 In

Record Partnership
10 o

W. Symonds (159) Proves Highest Scorer For Season

CENTRALS (309) AND HIGH SCHOOL (281) GIVE FLINDERS AND
RAMBLERS HARD TASK

For the High School, W. Symonds made a brillisnt 158, which s
the highest Individua!l score for any match of the season. His hefty
hitting Included three sixes and 22 boundaries.

HIGH SOHOOL —Firat nings—FP.
Ryinm, ¢ Muliner, h R. Calderwood,
27 € Hoppine, |[bw. h M. Fashue,
M. W. M. Symonds, ¢ Young, b
O Celeste, 169 ; R Chalmers, run out,
7: M Krieg, ¢ Yonng, b Celeste, 5.
F. Semmens, b Celeste, 4; R Rrab-
ham, Lbhw. b Faehse, 1; L. Letcher,
b Fachse, 11; D Cornow, ¢ R, Cnr-
now, b Wallis, 11 ; M. Owen, pot out,
17 ; L. Ramsey, not out, 1; sundries,
19 total (for 9 wickets), 291,

How the wickets fell :—1/60; 2/864;
3/81; 47102 H/108%: 4,164 /1R
S§/201 ; 9,284,

Bowling - —¢. Celeste, 1/79: L,
T Wallls, 1/23; C. Polden, 0/25; W
| Faehse, 3/78; R. Calderwopod, 1/38 ;

B Raker 071

There was an unusual situation at the school in 1938 when Port Lincoln was visited by a German "training" ship. It
was not an uncommon occurrence as many German vessels called into the ports of Spencer Gulf loading grain at
Port Lincoln, iron ore at Whyalla and base metals (including tons of lead), from the smelters of Port Pirie. On this
occasion Wybert invited the young German sailors and officers to the school so they could be entertained by the
students and have some recreation. They organised a soccer match on the school oval and apart from a "Hail Hitler"
to begin the match, Wybert saw them as a clean, wholesome group of young men. He often wondered how many of
them survived the 2nd World War or as submariners sunk allied ships. No doubt many of the visiting ships would
have taken back details of harbours, coastline routes and other naval information. With trouble brewing on the




other side of the world, Wybert's knowledge of international affairs and beliefs, would have meant that it was not a
naive decision to give the invitation to the young sailors, but one solely of goodwill to them.

The world was still in depression and the West Coast families may have been land rich but were money poor.
Wybert had sought scholarships for his country students from the Education Department but none were
forthcoming.

It was a common practice for country high schools to have annual exchange visits to other country schools. In
September 1938, Wybert accompanied a party of students, with support from other teachers, to the Clare High
School. After an official welcome on the Wednesday evening, the students went with local host families to their
homes. Over the following days there were keenly fought contests with the victorious school taking home the
trophy. The Thursday athletics contest saw the Clare girls and the Port Lincoln boys successful. In the evening a
debate on the subject "That machinery had not benefited mankind" was won convincingly by Clare. The next
morning the students visited Mintaro Slate Quarries followed by a scenic tour back to Clare. In the afternoon the
football match saw a big victory to Port Lincoln. The final contest was the girl's basketball on Saturday morning and
in a closely fought match Port Lincoln were winners by two goals. The overall trophy was won by Port Lincoln High
School and after the trophy presentation, Wybert acknowledged the hospitality that had been shown to them.

Blyth Agriculturist (SA

=

Port Lincoln High
School Party
Visits Clare

® A party of 42 students, accompan-
ied by the Head Master, Mr. W. M.
C. Symonds, B.Sc., Misses Arthur
and Gogler, and Mr. Close, visited
Clare for a few days last week. The
immediate object was to engage
Clare High School in various con-
tests, the whole trip having definite
educational value for both schools.

The topics of discussion at the Literary and Arts Club "International Evening" in late September 1938 related to the
unfolding international unrest. Wybert's presentation centered on "Japan and problems of the East".

Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954)
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INTERNATIONAL EVENING

—_—

-

Last Tuesday evening the Port Lia-
| coln Literary and Arts Club held 2
| International evening at the Institute
| Library. The Rev. H E. P. Bunday
presided over a falr attendance. Be-
cause of internationa! wunrest th=
papers were of interest. The follow-
ing subjects were presented : —Espioa-
vge (Mrs. W. Stagg); Japan and
problems of the East (Mr. W. M. C.
Symonds) : three democracies—Enx-
fand. France and U.S.A. (Mr. K. Lam-
bert), Turkey (Rev. C. J. Perry). A
general discussion followed.

In 1938 Wybert, as President of the Port Lincoln Cricket Association, led a deputation to present a case to the Council
for the laying of a turf wicket on the new town oval. It was approved to go ahead and would hopefully be ready for
the 1939/40 season.
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CRICKET

Port Lincoln.—A deputation from the Por:
Linco.n Cricket Associationb comprisine Messrs
W. M C. Symonds, J B Crotty, A Splers and
R. Brabham wailed on the town councl and
asked that a tur! wicket should be lald down
on the new town oval

The Mayor (Mr. R. F. Poole) promised that
consideration would be given to the reguest
and an early repiy forwarded,

In April 1939 at the conclusion of the annual West Coast Cricket Carnival a dinner was held for members of visiting
teams. In Wybert's speech it was announced that the local Association was striving to make a big success of the
coming visit of a South Australian Cricket Association (SACA) team. The new turf wicket would be used for the match
and in future it would be an attraction to all West Coast cricketers. Wybert along with others had done the work on
the new turf pitch themselves, under expert guidance of Adelaide Oval Curator Mr. S. Williams. The SACA had
arranged (free of charge) the shipment of black Athelstone clay to complete the turf wicket project.

DINNER AT HOTEL BOSTON

- Last Saturday evening the Port
Lineocln Cricket Assbclation enter-
talned the members of the visiting
cricket teamg with a dinner at the
Hotel Boston. This was an innova-
tion in connection with the -,nnunll
cricket tournament, and it was ve.y
much appreclated. |

In proposing “The WVisitors'" Mr.
W. M. C. Bymonds stressad that Port
Lincoln Association looked forwar:d
keenly toc the annual carnival whichl
gave an opportunity of gnuging lhe|
development of the sport of cricket
on Eyre Peninsula. They realised
the great possibilities of the l.ttl'lc-i
tlon of the new turf wicket once it |
iz availahle. IHHe also pointed out
that Port Lincoln was striving to
make the coming visit of a South
Australian Cricket .&noﬂ.a&lnn team
a big success, and were relying on
the support of all cricketers on Eyre
Peninsula. The ldea was &0 select
a representative Eyre Peninsula team
to meet the visitors. They anticipat-
ed having eight teams to compete In
next year's tournament.

Responses to the toast were made
by F. Errey (Port Neill), K. Hancock
(Lipson) and T. Mshoney (Mount

Hope).




In 1939 he was elected captain of the Port Lincoln golf Club.

Thu 16 Mar 1 Page 1
.| Port Lincoln Golf Club

ANNUAL REPORT

A very satlsfactory repori wos pre-
seuted (o the members of the Port|
IIJ..l_‘ncnlu. Goll Club Inst Tuesday even-

Mombership has Increased and toe
total Income was alwost a  record.
The fence will require renewing, aud
It Is suggested that portion be done
earh yoar as [hnds are available.

An Adelalde team, which was In
have come Lo Port Lincoln las| year,
had to cancel the wisit, bot s team
Is promised for this rear. The tenm
which competed in the country weok
fixture proved that he jocal standard
Iz equal 1o that of other count.y
cluba,

It was pleasing 1o note thag trees
hiad been pienied ang are growing
satistactorlly. ‘Thess were sapplied
and planted by Mr. A, 8 Hopping and
Mr, W, Bymonds. Thatks were glven
to Mr, D, Corry and his workers ard
to Mr. N, V. Jacobs for work in ..o-
proving the desizn of the course, an
to the Jadies for thelr nesiztance with
socinl events,

The following officers were rlecterl
|for the ensuing year :—Preafident. M.
‘h. 8. Hoepping | vice-prealdents, Mes.
ard. J, W. Humphreys and F. A
Lykke ; eaptaln, Mo W, M. C
Symonds ;  vice-captain, Dr, . T.
Piper: secrstary, Mr. K E, Jueobs i
aesistant secretary and tisasarer, Mre.
R. M. Forbrs | aunitors, Mesars, N. V,
|Jacobe and L Siggins :  committed,
Messrs. A. 5 Hopplog, N, V. Jacobs,
W, Humphrles, ', 8. Hopplog awd
A G Melneroey.

The opening day s Axed for April
22, The committee will draw op 1he
| progTRmmE,

Wybert had previously expressed his views on the futility of Wars and at another of the Literary and Arts Club
meetings he was involved in the discussion on "That War is unjustifiable".

DISCUSSION ON “THAT WAR I8
UNJUSTIFIABLE.”

I

|

' On Tuesday evening the monthly
| meeting of the Port Lincoln Literary
and Arts Club was helg in the in-
stitute library. It took the form of
a discussion of the statement, “ That
war is unjustifiable.”

Mr. C. Hall took the affirmative,
quoting largely from the recently pub-
lished book by A. Mllne to prove that
in al] cases war results In di:aster
to both sides.

Miss Graham and Mr. §. Podersen
spoke wél] for the contention that in
certailp cases it was justified.

There was an Interesting discus.
slon in which Messrs. J. H. Mec-
Donald, W. M. C. Symonds, N. W.
Wright, H. E. Bunday and R, E.
Story.

No vote was taken, but the zeneral
verdict appeared to be that there
were cases In which war was justified.

Miss Collins is arranging the pro-
gramme for the next manthly meet-
fng, which will take the form of pre-
pareq papers or speeches on chosen
subjects.




Coinciding with Port Lincoln's Centenary celebrations and prior to the start of the 1939/40 cricket season, Wybert

was leading the organising committee which arranged a visit by a South Australian Cricket Association (SACA) side
led by Don Bradman.

In October 1939 the new wicket on the new Port Lincoln Centenary Oval was ready for play for the SACA match.
Included in the visiting SACA team, were Clarrie Grimmett, Merv Waite, Jack Badcock, Ken Riddings, Charlie Walker!?
and Adelaide University cricketer, Jack Tregonning. Vic Richardson travelled with the team in his role as a journalist.
The team also visited the High School where Wybert gave them a warm welcome.

Although Wybert was still playing well for the High School team until the 1939/40 season, he did not play for the
Eyre Peninsular representative team, probably as he was too much involved in the organisation of the event. Pity

that, as he did not have a chance to dismiss Bradman for a second time!

Special trains were arranged to bring distant West Coast folks to Port Lincoln to watch the match.

In Times (SA: 1927 -

DON BRADMAN AND OTHER FAMOUS
CRICKETERS ARE HERE

Team Arrives Per m.v. Moonta
Welcomed By Mayor; Visit Schools

The South Australian Crickel| p¢ b Bradman, who was acclaim-
Association team arrived In Port Ldn-| o4 wuid he was pleased to come and
coin just before 8 am, today, to PI&¥| gpprecinted the 'welcome.  The
the carnival match with an Eyre Ped- g 4 ¢ A. munagement had seny per
insula team. At 10 o'clock they pgue e gond a team as South Austra-
were welcomed by the Mayor (Mr. jiu coyld produce, with the idea of
A. K. Mullner) In the ulm's»urlor-' showing the local players how cricket
He said the town was very proud (0] ghonld be played. His leam were
konow that their invitation had Been' yo..» ung he thought they liked the
accepted, ruin. He had heard of Port Lincoln

Mr. H. W. Tomkins, the manager hafore he came to the State from
of the S.A.C.A. team, salg they &P/ New South Wales. It was famous

{
1

!

preciated the welcome, and hoped 19
huve a kood time. He congratuluted
Port Lincoln on having a turf wicket,
which, he was sure, would become
one of the bhest couplry wickets in
Australia,

Mr. W. M. (. Symonds, speaking
for the organising committee, apol-
ogised for the Iack of m grandstand
and changing rooms, which, he hoped,
would be available Tor their nexi
visit.

The visitors next made u call at
the Hizh School, where the head.
master (Mr. W. M. C. Bymonds)
gave them a warm welcome, The
drizzling rain held off for a time and
the childven were grouped on the
lawn in fromt of the school. Mr,
Symonds sald they spprecinted the
vigit of cricketers of such fame as
D. Bradman and C. Grimmett,

Mr. T. B. Aveling. as vice.president
of the High School, sald the visit
wonld hepefit Port Lliucoin children,
both those of today and of the future.

MY, H. W. Tomkins, in responding,
said the reason for thelr visit was to
foster the gume. The turl .wicket
should be of great yalue, and wonld
be a step in improving the standard

of country crickat,

for the size ol ita oysters.

Mr. C. Grimmett also responded.
He said this waa his first visit to
Port Lincoln, but he did not think lt'
would be the last. 5

The children then gave three
hearty cheers for Dop Bradman and
Clurrie . Grimmett, |

Mr. T. B. Aveling then declared &'
half holiday. |

The Primary School was next visit-|
ed, and the children were addressed
in the ciassroom. The excitement
of both boys and girls were very evl-
dent. One enterprising boy took the
opportunity of securing the auto-
graphs of D. Brodman, C. Grimmett

and V. Y. Richardsoxn.

The itinerary (nculded a drive of In-
spection of the surroundings of Port
Lincoln until lunch time.

The visiting cricketers and other
officinls will be tendered a dinner at
the Pler Hotel tonight by the Port
Lincoln Cricket Association.

A wmpecia]l rail car was run from
Lock, Yeelanna and Cumming to Port
Lincoln todey to enmble country
people to witness the maich.

11 Both Ken Riddings and Charlie Walker were killed in action in WW2




TWO ONE-DAY MATCHES
ARRANGED

400 SEE FIRST BALL BOWLED

Over 400 people saw the first ball
bowled by J. Mclnnes to P. Ryan,
who opened the Eyre Peninsula
team's innlngs with D. Mudge, againag
the wvisiting S.A.C.A. side at the Port
Lincoln Centenary Owal this after-
noon,

Mr. V. Y. Richardson, who is glving
a running commentary, said that the
wicket was one of the best he had
ever seen.

Two one-day matches will be play-
ed Instead of one two-day match.

The S.A.C.A. team comprises—D.
G. Bradman (capt.), C. V. Grimmett,
C. W. Walker, K. Ridings, M. G.
Waite, C. L. Badeock, M. J, Mcinnes,
M. Roberts, R. W. Ellis, T. Klose, J:
Tregonning and V. C. Brogan.

Eyre Peninsula—A. Bplera (capt.),
D. Mudge, M. Agars, T. Mahoney, C. |
Herbert, K. Baillle, R, Yeates, D.{
Perry. P. Ryan, J. Fulwood, H. Firth |
and B, Quinlan (12th man).

The umpires are :—J. H. McDonald
and R. Minear,

My, W. H. Jeanes, O.B.E.. repre-
senting the S.A. Cricket Association,
has accompanied the team.

The local organising committee
are Mesars, W, M. €. Symonds. J. E.
Crotty, A. K. Mullner, A. Spiers, J.
H. McDonald and R. Chalmers {sec-
retary). :

Despite inclement weather, matches were played on the Thursday and Friday (see match reports). On the Thursday
evening, the Port Lincoln Cricket Association put on a dinner at the Pier Hotel, followed by a Ball at the Civic Hall.

Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), Saturday 14 October 1939, page 22
PORT LINCOILN CENTENARY CRICKET CLUB BALL

e ¥

A FEATURE OF PORT LINCOLN'S centenary celebrations was the visit of a team of Adelaide cricherers
on Thursday to play a West Coast team. The Adelaide team was victorious. In the evening a cricket
club ball was held in the Civic Hell. Among those prestnt were (from left )—Me. and Mrs. Ken Hyde,
Vie Richardson, and Mrs. L. Telford.

National Library of Australia

On the Friday morning, pastoralist and benefactor to the State Library, University of Adelaide and Waite Institute,
John Mortlock!?, entertained the SACA team at his Coffin Bay property.

2 Mortlock was also a benefactor to the West Coast people. This included assistance the High School in their fund raising
activities in the 1930s when money was particularly hard to come by.
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FAMOUS CRICKETERS VISIT PORT LINCOLN
' Play Centenary Match Aguinst Eyre Peninsula Team

WEATHER UMAVOIAIL;O:

extremely wintry weather
which was In evidence when the
South Australian Cricket Association
cricketers arrived last Tllruly
morning persisteg until they board

ed the motorship Minnipa on rrldu
evening to return to the city.

There was suficlent rain each day
to Intérfere with the game, particular-
ly as the turf was pot sufficlently de.
valonad tn gravent the nitch and

becoming sticky with the
rain. The visitors might have been
excused had they knocked off play,
but they did their bes; to enable the
public to enjoy a game.

On Thursday, !1“ Peninsula won
the toss and had the privilege of be-
ing first to bat on Port Lincoln's new
turf wicket. The score of 62 runs by
the local team was creditable con-
sidering the conditions.

In the evening the visiting team
were tendered a dinmer by the Port

Lincoln Cricket Auqclnlon at  the
Pler Hotel,

About 70 guests sat down lo &
sumptuous repast. Among  the
guests were the secretary of the
SACA. (Mr. W, Jeanes), the man-

ager of the team (Mr, H. W. Tom-
kins), the director of the S.A. Tourist
Bureau (Mr. A. J. Baker), the Mayor
(Mr. A. K. Mullner) and councillors
of the Port Lincoln Corporation, the
Eyre Peninsuls ericket team and
members of the Centenary committee.

Mr. W. M. C. Symonds, president
of the Port Lincoln Cricket Associa
tion, occupied the chair,

After the loyal toast the chairman
introduced the Mayor. who propoued

L?lﬂl CROWDS ATTEND ;

VISITORS

On Friday morning the cricketers|
were molored to Coffin Bay, where'

ey were entertained by Mr. J. T.
ortlock. The weather was not

favorable to viewing the beauties of
|| this favorite resort. |

Play was resumed at 2 o'clock in
the afternoon, but the weather had
i.ec‘w colder and rain fell in
drizzly showers. This time the

visitors batted firsi, and knocked up

250 runs before the gfterpoon tea ud-
journment. Notwithstanding  the
weather-and the wet wicket, the play
was bright and interesting. After
the adjournment the local team bat-
ted, and the visitors felded
drizzling rain untll five wickets had
fallen for 67 runs.

Some of the Dbigh lghts or tne
play by the local team were P. Ryan's
43 pot out on Friday and K. Baillle's
9 not out and 7 not out on the two
Balllle also lnol
5/73, running a close second
bowling to T. Mahoney, who otulud
5/70 in the two days' play. D.
Mudge, of Streaky Bay, gave a splen-
did display of wicketkeeping, saving
his side a number of runs. The fleld-
ing was good on the whele.

The Port Lincoln branch of tae
Country Women's Association catered
for afternoon tea for both cricket
afternoons, but owing tp wet weather
patronage was Dot up to expecta-
tons, The proceeds were Lo aid the
neaside cottage fund, and a state
ment will be published next week.

The honorary secretary (Mrs. G.
H. Bassham) tenders thanks to all

“The Visitors,™
Messrs. D. G, Bradman and H. W.
Tomkins (manager). He hoped they
would enjoy their stay and bring an
English team next time they came.
In responding, Don Bradman (cap-
tain) sald  the Nouth AUKIralan
Cricket Association hag sent & very
strong representative team to Port
Lincoln, and while §; was unfortun-
ate that conditions were not ldeal,
they hoped to have a better day to-
morrow. He was impressed with the
possibilities of the oval, which he
thought could become one of the
finest In the State. Turf wickets
were essential to the development »f
Inter-State  and international play.
They appreciated the warm hospital-
ity. He axked that st this time we
should not forzet our friends who are
having an anxious time in England.
Mr. Tomkins, the team's manager,
supporting the response said he. too.
was very pleased with the oval

The chairman proposed * The
“SACA and Cricket " He sald the
Port Lincoln® association appreciated |
the great help given by the S.A.CA,
who provided =all sofl for the plteh
without any charge. and also asked
Mr. N. W. Wright to convey thelr,
thanks to the directors of the Ade-
laide Steamship Company which had |

brought over soll withou charginrg:
froight, |
The S.A.CA. were paylng the

whole of the costs of the visiting
team except, of course, for the d

they were enjoying. They had also
sent over their groundsman to in.
struct the local man, r. Symouds
spoke of the spiri of cricket and is
desirability in all relationships.

Mr. W. Jeanes, the secretary of the'
S.A.C.A., responded. He offered Port
Lincoin people his hearty congratula-
tions on thelr Centepary year, and|
the good use made of the opportunity. |
When it was known that Port Lincoln |
Intended to lay a turf wicket, the.
S.AC.A. st once decided that they
would send a representative team.
He apologised for the president and'
vice-president of the assoclation, who
could not come over with the team.|

Othér country centres were laying |
turf wickets, and they would he look-
el to to contribute inter-State and
internationsl players to cricket later
on. With the continued improvement
of the Porl Lincoln ground (hey
could expect further patronage which
would repay them.

Mr. J. Crotty proposed * The
Press.” and Mr. A. Leech responded. |

ﬂ!ﬂ?!!

who d in any way to make the
function’' a success.

The S.A.C.A. cricketers expressed
sympathy for Port Lincoln's bad luck
with the weather and they may show
this in a practical manner by paying
unother visit. The full scores were:

MATCH ON THURSDAY,
EYRE PENINSULA.
c. and b, Waite .. ..
Mudge, ¢. Walker, b McInnes
Yeates, c. Waite, b lelnnu
Herbert, st. Walker, b Ellis .
Perry, L.b.w. Grimmett .
Splers, c. Ellis, b, Orlmctt
Firth, Lb.w. Roberts . z
M. Agars, c. Waite, b. lllh
Bu.lllo not out .. .

FOOVOVO V@ e

P.
D.
R.
C.
D.
A.
H
K
J.
T.

Total . . 62

Fall of wickets: —1/7 2/7. 3118,
4‘/,28 5/42, 6/43, T/44, 8/58, 9/58,
10/62

§
3 3
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Mg¢lnnes
aite
Ellis
Grimmett
Roberts
Close

Beo®

CUNN~NE
- -
G

wRuaan

S.A.C.A. TEAM.

Klose, bowled Yeates .. .. ..
Ridings, bowled luboncy e
L. Badcock, c. Agars, b. Ma-
honey .

G. Bndmn “bowled lnhoney
C. Bmgan. ¢. Mudge, b. Ma-

Wl!lo. st. Hud‘e b Balllie ..
Roberts, ¢. Mudge, b. Fulwood
W. Walker, 1.b.w. Baillie .

J. McInnes, c. Ryan, b. Pulu'ood
V. Grimmett, not out ..

R. W. Ellis, not out .. .. .. ..
Sundries .. .. .. .. ..

IR

oFOFF <0 oxa
haONON

EJ

‘otal (for 9 wickets) .. .. ..

Fall of wicketss—1/53, 2/71, 3/72,
/81, 5/93, 6/105,7/118, 8/126, 9/126.

Bowling.

0O M W. R.

3 3 0 0 16
. Yeates 6 0 1 27
', Mahoney 6 0 4 38
[. Firth 1 o o 9
{. Balillie s o 2 31
Fulwood 1 o 2 L

MATCH ON FRIDAY.
S.ACA. TEAM.

Klou howkd Yeates .. ..

blnm-y 2
ahoney b.
?u .

V. Brogan, bowled Nwood Wi D

J. Tregonning, ¢. Perry, b. Baillie 40
M. G. Waite, Lb.w. Baillie .. .. 16
M. Mclnnes, not out .. .. .. .. 1
Total (for 7 wickets dec.) .. .. 251

Fall of wickets:—1/3, 2/117, 3/147,
0/11‘. 5/197, /250, 7/251.

Bowling.
0 M W. R
R. Yeates 6 0 b ! 20
T. Mahoney 5 0 1 3
D. Perry 2 0 o0 2
H. Firth 5 o 0 33
K. Baillie 5 v 3 42
J. Fulwood 7 ¢ 2 £3
EYRE PENINSULA TEAM.
P. Ryan, not out T - |
D, Mudge, Lb.w. Grimmett .. .. 0
C. Herbert; c. Brogan, b. Ellis .. 1
M. Agars, bovloa Ridings .. .. 10
T. Mahoney, c. Walker, b. Tre- &
B. Quinian, bowled Tregonning 0
K. Baillle, not out .. .. ..+« o+ T
Total (for 5 wickets dec.) .. ..
Fall of wickets:—1/0, 2/3, 3/26,
4/81, 5/81.
Bowling.
C. Grimmett 3 1 1 8
R. Elliis 3 0 1,13
K. Ridings 2 0 1 18
J. Tregonning 2 0 2 1
M. Waite 1 0 o 15




In 1939 Wybert gained his Diploma of Education from Adelaide University. This followed his submission to examiners
of a paper based on a study he conducted while headmaster at Renmark. His research followed the vocational
pathways his students took after completing their secondary education. His report detailed statistics on all his
students' career paths. It showed that, although a high proportion remained working in the Riverland, a significant
number of bright young students pursued further education and careers in the city. He referred to this as "Talent
Erosion", but of course his own policies on curriculum fostered the choice of vocations. He ensured there were
choices; a range of subjects suiting those who wanted to remain to work on family properties or find work in the
local businesses and also subject choices that prepared students for higher education and professional careers
elsewhere. Throughout Wybert's time as headmaster of country high schools he continued to keep statistics on the
career pathways his students followed.

Wybert and Jean were now also being recognised for their service to the local Church. In particular for their
"splendid influence among the young people of Port Lincoln and district" and Wybert becoming a "very acceptable
local preacher".

Australian Christian Commonwealth (SA : 1901 - 1940)
Fri 26 Jan 1940 Page 3

Mr. Wybert Symonds, B.Sc., Dip.Ed.

We congratulate Mr. Wybert Symons,
Headmaster of Port Lincoln High
School, on securing his Diploma of Edu-
cation. Mr., Symonds and his wife—a
genial couple—have been of great ser-
vice to our Church in the circuits in
which they have been stationed, and are
at present exerting a splendid influence
among the young people of Port Lin-
coln and district. Mr, Symonds is a very
‘acceptable local preacher.,

* * *

Staffing at High Schools around the State became a little more difficult during the War Years, but fortunately Port

Lincoln High School had very good senior staff. They were needed, as by April 1940, Port Lincoln High School had

also seen an increase in student numbers. This was assisted by Wybert's initiative in seeking local accommodation
for students from distant regional areas so they could continue to complete their secondary education.

BOARD FOR HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS
—— O § —

Mr. W. M. C. Symonds, headmaster,
of the Port Lincoln High School asks
that anyone who can accommodate a
high school student will at once get
in touch with Mr. Cec. Hopping,
secretary of the High School Council.
To assist a country boy or gir]l to
attain a higher education is to per-
form a service to the community as
well as to the individual child,

Based on the increase in student numbers, the school was raised to a higher classification and with that, Wybert also

gained a promotion.




PROMOTION TO HIGHER CLASS

This wook the hndnuter (Mr. W

M. C. Symonds) has received noti-
fication thet the Port Lincoln High
School has, on account of the in-
creased number of pupils, been raised
to & higher class. It was class IV,
but is now in class 11l with Renmark,
Murray Bridge, Kadina and other

high -M
Mr. m coincides
wm the of the s

gk

will therefore not be udor
.oeenuy of leaving Port
The same applies to Mr. F. Semmens,
who now becomes a senior master.
‘The school will now also be entitled

I

While at Port Lincoln High School, Wybert's son John completed his Intermediate examination in 1938 passing with
credits in Maths | and Physics and in 1939 he passed the Leaving (matriculation) examinations with a credit in
Physics. Following in his father's footsteps, he would now go to Adelaide High School to study for Leaving Honors
during 1940 and passed Physics, Chemistry and Maths. While in Adelaide he boarded at Wesley Theological College
at Wayville. John would then go on to Adelaide University to study for a science degree after gaining a cadetship in
the Physics Department.

In the 1939/40 cricket season Wybert played some matches with John in the High School Team. In December 1940,
having completed his Leaving Honors exams in Adelaide, he returned to Port Lincoln and again they played cricket

together, this time for the parents and friends against the students.

Daughter Ruth loved her time by the sea in Port Lincoln while attending the local Primary School.

Thu 19 Dec 1940 Page 1

Parents and Friends.—R. Ramsey.
|rellred §0; N. V. Jacobs, b King,
113; J. H. Mn:DonaId ¢ and b Cook,
10; C. M. Griggs. b Cook. 3; R.
|Yen!n ¢ King, b Cook. 17: K.
Ulbrich, ¢ Cook, b King, 3 J. C.
Barrett, b King, 1: C. T. Piper, ¢
Cook, b Mullner, 9: N. W. Wright,
b Mullner, 2; W, Symonds, ¢ King.
b Haines, §: J. Symonds, not oat,
17 ; sundries, §; total, 141, Bowl-
ing :—K, Mutheson, 0/41; Pine,
0/36 : B. Cook, 3/22; T. King, 3/21;
. Mullner, 2/15; M. Haines, 1/4.

Students.—K. Mauatheson, retired
29 ; C. Mends, b Yeates, 1; T. King,
b Griggs. 40: D. Mullner, ¢ J.
Symonds, b Piper. 9: V.. Cotton, ¢
Jucobs, b Piper, 6; Pine, b Plper, 7:
M. Haines, b Calderwood, 7. Helnze,
¢ Yeates, b Piper, 0 ; Clarke, ¢ Griggs.
b J. Symonds, 12 ; B. Cook, b Yeates.
16 ; M. Gregory, not out, 5: sundries,
26 ; total, 158. Bowling :—R. Yeates,
2/7: L. Ramsey, 0/10; J. H. Mc-|
Donald, 0/11; N. V. Jacobs, 0/16; C.
Griggs, 1/12. W, Symonds, 1/20; C
T. Piper, 4/15: J. C, Barrett, 0/8:
Calderwood, 1/10; N. W. Wright,
0/14; K. Ulbrich, 0/4; J. Symonds,
1/2.




In the 1939/40 cricket Wybert was still in good form and was again member of the Port Lincoln inter-association
cricket team. He also continued on as Chairman of the Port Lincoln Cricket Association and was also a Vice-president
of the Port Lincoln District Tennis Association.

Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954)
Thu 19 Sep 1940 / Page 5
‘ PORT LINCOLN JUNIOR
ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
MEETING
— ] e

NAME ALTERED TO DISTRICT
ASSOCIATION

Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954) '
Thu 26 Sep 1940 Page 5 |

Annual Cricket
Meeting

RIS 1Y J—

Il At the annual general meeting of
the Port Lincoln Junior Tennis Asso-
|ciation, last Friday night, it was de-
cided to alter the name of the asso-
ciation, to the Port Lincoln District
Tennis / ation, as the clubs of
'which it cons are drawn from the
district as well as the town. The as-
‘sociation ,may affiliate with the
S.A. Lawn Tennis Association.
| All clubs have agreed fo join up
SEASON TO COMMENCE ON | again this year, with the exception of
SATURDAY, OCTOBER & dN;‘rgmfhleld', who may alter their
It was decided to hold the opening
There was a fair attendance at the ||"‘(’;3'.},3° me,,c{,ds for the ensuing
annual general meeting of the Port year were—Patron, Mr. R. F. Poole:
Liucoln Cricket Association, in the 11&0:«'::‘."&:..' Juglovv;h;d Bcar?t; :
Institute reading room, on Tuesday ; presiden . W. M. C. Sym-
night of last week. The chairman onds, Rev. K. J. Chatfield and Mr. C.

5 treasurer, Mr.
(Mr. W, M. C. Symonds) presided. b i, D S

1

PORT' LINGOLN ASSOCIATION:

To contribute to physical fitness of the children of Port Lincoln, Wybert continued to ensure that they had access to
suitable venues to play at their favourite sports. In August 1940, he was again involved in a Literary and Arts Club
debate on "Science v Religion". For Wybert, the scientist and preacher, it must have been difficult a scenario, but he
had to put the case that religion had done more for humanity than science. His team lost the debate - Science won.

Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954)
Thu 20 Jun 1940

Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954)

Page 12

PHYSICAL CULTURE AT HIGH
SCHOOL

— 0 e——
Mr..W. M. C. Symonds, headmaster

of the Port Lincoln High School, has
'asked the Town Council for permis-

Thu 1 Aug 1940 Page 7

“Science v. Religion”

s § () § —

LITERARY AND ARTS DEBATE.

sion to use the old tennis courts on
the oval for basketball. It was de-
cided to grant the use of two courts
as requested during the period be-
tween May and the end of August,
when the Junior Tennis Association
would not be using the courts,

A further request was receiveld
from Mr. Symonds for the use of the
Agricultural Hall and the council's
gymnasium equipment on two after-
noons each week. )

it was proposed to take a boys and
givls physical culture class alternate-
ly on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The
council resolved to grant the request,
provided Mr. Symonds undertook to
store the equipment as there was no
room to deave it at the hall.

There was considerable interest in
the Literary and Arts Club debate on
the contention that “ Science is doing
more for the welfare of humanity than
religion.”

The team supporting the contention
somprised Messrs. J. H. McDonald,
B.A.. and W. Crowe; while Messrs.
W. M. €. Symonds, BSc., and Rev. T.
R. Hallahan took the opposite view.

The chalrman (Mr. C. R. Doudy)
awarded the decision to Messrs. Mce-
Donald and Crowe, who, he thought,
kept more to the point of the debate.
He congratulated all the speakers on
the amount of thought they had
given to the subject.

The Rev. T. Hallahan congratulated
the winning team.

In October 1940, Mrs. Symonds was elected a Vice-president of the Port Lincoln Hospital Auxiliary Committee at
their annual meeting. Wybert and Jean also enjoyed the membership of the music society, which often arranged
performances by visiting singers and musicians. Long-time friends Alec and Mary Paull, then living at Bay Road Port
Lincoln, were also members. Alec was then the Education Department District Inspector of Schools.
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Port Lincoln Hospital
Auxiliary

ANNUAL MEETING HELD

The annual meeting of the Port
Lincoln hospital auxiliary was held in
the Port Liocoln Civic Hall cloak
room last Friday afternoon.

The report of the president (Mrs.
R. E. Btorey) showed a satisfactory
year and the financial statements,
presented by the secretary and treas-
urer (Miss H. L. Brougham), reveal-
ed a small credit balance.

Officers were elected for the ensu-
ing year as follows- auxiliary com-
mittee —president, Mrs. R, E, Storay;
vice-presidents, Mrs. T. F. Gibson and
Mrs, W. M. C. Symonds; secretary
and treasurer, Miss H. L, Brougham;
|general committee—Matron E. Spring
| (ex officio), Mesdames C. T. Piper, D.
'A, Hunwick, T. Bascombe, P. J.
Kelly, P. A. Mueller, A. S. Hopping.
and A. H. Campbell.

After the School Sports Day in September, Wybert thanked those who had assisted his staff in running the event.
During the school holidays Wybert and Jean visited Mount Gambier while Ruth stayed with the Rev. Charles Perry
and his family who were now back in Adelaide.

Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954)
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APPRECIATED. REV. C. J. PERRY HOME AGAIN
col'lx;h %&?"a‘?ﬁéﬁ?’ gnrt.hewr.’orlta.u?:'. = f:‘: ! ﬂ:"’;}h M"t{ﬂé accompaniod
o e st ot they returned to the y‘l;ll::dss:hh‘g:

the assistance given to the staff at

last week ufter the holidays. She will
Messrs.

;th.el:.po;ot;l:n;?rg‘w;b:ﬂ. and L. be their guest until the Methodist
E. Mudge, Dr. C. T. Piper, Revs. J. Ladies College reopens on February
C. Barrett and T. R. Hallahan, and to 11.

Mr, J. H McDonald, who lent the Ellizabeth was very thrilled the
amplifier from the primary school, other evening when her father, the
and any others who helped. Rev. . J. Perry. rang up from their
% During the High School vacation home in Adelaide. Mr. Perry. who
Mr. W. M. C. Symonds will visit had accompanied troops overseas,
Mount Gambier. His d‘“lh".‘.a“u' und had been for a time in Palestine,
| “Cm.ll pay r:y visit to the Rev. and'Mrs. had just returned unannounced.

Wybert and Jean were living on the grounds of the High School and had a house guest after returning from the long
vacation in early 1941. Elizabeth Perry, the daughter of the Rev. Charles Perry stayed with them at the end of the
long summer vacation. Rev. Perry was an Army Chaplain in Palestine during WW?2.

At the triennial meeting of the Port Lincoln High School Council and Parents and Friends' Association, Wybert gave a
presentation titled "Education - Past Present and Future". In it, he expressed his concerns about the educational
handicaps facing country children, in particular those on Eyre Peninsula. His points of view were supported by
statistics that he had collected. Although Wybert had done a great deal to rectify the situation the presentation was




for others to continue the good work.

given only weeks before the announcement of his pending transfer to the new Glossop High School. So it would be

Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954), Thursday 10 April 1941, page 2

Education Today and
Tomorrow

———_——

NECESSARY TO MAXIMUM OUT.
PUT IN PEACE OR WAR

The following are some o( the
pe of the g of educati
an streseed by Mr. W. M, C, Symonds,
In" an address he gave at the triennial
mesting of the Port Lincoln High
School Counecll anl Parents and

Friends' Association

Mr. Symonds sald It was necessary
to preserve n aane outlook of the
wor und the wur effort’s relation to
the adolescent child. While the youth
of today should be urged to mmke
immedinte sacrifices, he should also
be equipped to face his civie respon-
«'Bllitlos and o give an Immedinte
rcontribation (o the war ofort. These

ende can bo achieved by giving every

boy snd girl a sound education on the
broudest podaible lines, ‘and by re
quiring them to work hard st thelr
(atudies instend of being sidetracked
|Into afairs of secondary importance.

| It v o significant fact that of about
A young men who applied for the
RAAF, on Eyre Peninsple.  only
|mbout 2 were eeepted. The lurge
majority were rejected because  of
Inck of educstion,

| The High School. he said. wus o1
ganined for, and ls giving, frst con-
wderntion to  developing physical
meninl and moral powers. For that
reason be weicemey the laclusion of
religious  instroction. =0 that  the
youth might bave the high morsl
principles of the Christian religlon
ploced before them,

Mr. Symonds poinied oxt thar re-)
ference ta flgnres of smployiment re-
leting to children from the Port Lia-
coln Hich School. demousirated that
Intermedinte and Leaving certificates
had great economic yalue and wers
» distict asset to youths secking em.
playment. Cusual labor was the lot
of those who had mnot troubled to!
carry thelr education far enough.

Figures were analysed showing the
lack of opportanity for education by
the boys and 2iris of Eyre Pealnsula.
Remedies In the form of scholurships.
bourd allowance and boarding school
or hostel facilities were necessary.
The lack of provision for higher |
education for so many of the boys
and girls of Kyre Peainsuin reveals
& weclous wasiage of the nution’s

potentin] bhrain power and the position
I= ol consistent with the ideals of
democtacy.

The same story s told by the
fizures of the lecturer In economics
at the Adelaide University (Mr, J, Al
L Nauze), waere he showed that the
higher professional positions are gain-
od. not by virtue of abllity only, but
because corain groups could afford
to pay for the whole course of such
professions xs medicine, law. or den-

Thus, Mr. Symonds concluded, It
ulse all the resources

today and tomorrow,
we mus give every apportunity for
the bright child, In fact every child,
to get the necessury knowledge by
which he may make his full con-
tribution to the well heing of the
nation,

Mrs. W.M. C. By'monds

— G § —

Prior to leaving Port Lincoln for Glossop, there were a number of farewell events planned for Wybert and Jean.

Mr. W. M. C. Symonds, 1 d ter
of the Port Li in High School. has
been appointed to the new High
School at Glossop, and will take
charge there after the May vacation.
| During the five years Mr. Symonds
has been in charge at Port Lincoln.
he has malntained a very high stan-
durd and has gained the esteem of
all who have bheefi fortunate to come
into contact with him. He has made
a speciul point of character bullding
and hus gtressed its major importance
in training citizens for the future.
Mr. Symonds has al*o pointed out the
injustice which a lack of facilities for
higher ocducation  lmposes om the
children of the outback. und his ef-
forts on thelr behalf may hear fruit
even uafter he has left.

Mr. Symonds hax taken pml in all
that (s best In the social life of the
town und has been ably seconded by
Mrs. Symonds. Their departure will
be felt ux a loss to this town. It is,
no doubt, a recognition of Mr.
Symonds’ ability and works that he
should be chosen to undertake the
organisation Decessary in opening an
impertant new high school suach as
that at Glossop.

All who are Intervsted are iovited
by the Mayor (Mr. R. F. Poole) to
attend w mesting o the Mayor's par-
jor tonight. to arrange x civie fare-
well to Mr. and Mrs. Symonds, They
will leave Port Lincoln on May 9.




The Symonds family was given a public send-off in the Port Lincoln Civic Hall. During the farewell event, numerous
speeches were made, all praising the broad contributions Wybert and Jean had made to the community during his
five year term as headmaster. On a separate occasion the High School staff and students representing the various
grades organised a farewell social. Wybert was presented with a leather golf bag. On both occasions Wybert paid
tribute to the cooperation and help he had been given by many and by no means least the support he had been
given by Jean.
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PROMINENT PORT LINCOLN CITIZENS

FAREWELLED

Valedictory Social to Mr. and Mrs. W. M. C.
Symonds and Sgt. and Mrs, A. G. Ewens

PUBLIC SEND-OFF

A gatbering of citizens met in the
Port Lincolu Clvic Hall on Friday
evoulng to say farowell to the head-!
master of the Port Lincoln High
Schooi (Mr. W. M, C. Symonds) and
ramily, and to Sgt. A. G. Ewens and
hix family. ‘

Mr. Symonds has been given .the
hoadmastership of the new High!
3chool at Glossop, and Sgt. Ewens Is
irmosferred to the control of the Police
Station st Clare,

Wi dr i el ahe date ahapnioy
night the procesdings opened at #
pm., when the Mayor (Mr. R. F.|
Poole) conducted the guests to the
.ables at the foot of the stage to the
winging of “ For they are jolly good
fellows."”

There were mnumerous speeches,
and the Mayor asked that they should
he condensed.

Capt. T. F. Gibson, chalrman of the
High School Council. testified to the
splendid spirlt of co-operation be-
tween that bhody and Mr. Symodds.
Mr. Symonds had dobe work which
would continue to bepelit the school
after he bad gome. Mrs. Symonds,
who had been an able and aetive
president of the Parents and Friends’
Associstion, had been a great support
to her husband. On behalf of these
bodies he wished Mr. and Mrs,
Symonds every happiness in  thelr
new sphere,

Mr. A, H, Campbell, speaking for
the Purt Lincola Bowling Club, wished
Mr. and Mrs, Ewens happloess in
thelr new home at Clare.  As the
sergean! had won a colub champlon-
<hip here, they fully anticipated bear-
g later thut he had gained similar
lstinction 1o his new home. As a
citizen, Mr. Campbell expressed hest
wisher ulso 1o Mr. und Mra. Symonds,

Two speskers who guined special
applause were Myrna  Mueller and
Busll Balllle, High School prefects,
who spoke for the students of the
school and testified (o the sympathetie
assistance and encouragement they
had received in work and sport.

My, C R. Doudy spoke fur the ml
profession and the Port Lincoln -
hall Association. He sald Sgt. Eweds
wus recognised as one of the maost
able clerks of court In South Aus
iralis and had always been of great
assistance 1o both the bar und the
bench, He and Mrs. Ewens had wou
the esteem of ev citizen in Port
Ldncoln.  As pres t of the Port
Lincoln Foothall Association, he waid |
Mr. Symondy had made it possible to'
carry ob the game duripg the recon-
struction of the town oval by grant-
‘nk the use of the High Fchool Oval
for football matches. |

The Rev. J. Cleveland Barrett spoke
for the Methodist Church, of which
Mr. and Mrs. Symonds hud been ac
tive and carpest members, Mr.
Symonds' lafinenee was reallsed in
homes of students all over Eyre
Peninsula, Mr. Barrett nlso teatified
to courtesy and help he bhad rocelved
from Sgt. Ewens.

Mre. R. E. Sty spoke for the
Women's Hospital Auxilinry, and said
they would miss Mrs. Symonds acunte-
1y.

Mr. J. H. McDonald spoke of Mr.
Symonds ae a colleague and’ friend,
und of Mr. and Mrs, Symonds” greal
help to the Institute Literary and
Arts Soclety.

Mr. C. 8. Hopping spoke for the
Port Linvoln Cricket Association, the
Golf Club and High Schoo] old schol
are, He pointed out that it war
while Mr. Symonds was chairman
that the Port Lincoln Cricket Asso-
ciation had put down the turf wickel,
and had arranged the visit of the
team captained by Mr. Don Hradman,

Mr. F. Semmens (senlor master ab
the High School), spoke of the hixh
esteem in which all thelr guests wers
held by ol sections of the community.
Spesking for the High Schoal tesch-
ere, he wald that they hag realised
that Mr. Symonds had a higher ideal
for the young people than scademic
honors only. He trisd to traln futurs
vitigens with stroug characters and
high ideals. The teachers were
genuluely sorry to lose Mr. Symonds
wnd Mrs. Symonds

Mrs. G. Bassham spoke on behnlf
uf the Country Women's Assoclation,
npd presented Mrs. Symouds and Mras
Ewens cach with a bouquet,

Mr. C. Anderson told of the nssis.
tance Mr. Symonds had given to mem-
bers of the R.AF. reserve, and Mr.
€. L. Thomas of hix work as a mem-
ber of the RSL

Fioally, the Mayor wished the
Buesry all future success and  hup-
piness on behalf of the cltizens of
Port Lincoln, Apologies (or absence
were recelved from Mre. and Mrs. M.
K. Hishop, Mr. W. B. Richurdson, Mr,
H. H Bascombe, Dr. and Mrs. D, A
Hunwick and Dr and Mrs, C. T. Plper.

Sgt. Ewens. In responding, sald he
was pleased to have been appointed
tv Port Lincoln, which he thought «
ne pluce. He wag glad to have
ziven satisfaction, He had o duoty to
do which was not always plessant.
He hoped thelr sojourn at Clare would

prove us heppy us |h_ernh_ynr:-_ they

had spent st Port Lincoln, He as-
surred the people of Port Lincolu
that they would find his successor
a fine mun, He thanked them all od
behult of Mre. Ewens and fumily.
Mr. Symouds thanked the Mayor
and all for the opportunity of saylng
fmewell.  Much had becn sald of
what he had given to the school and
town. bat he had galoed Infinitely
wore thun bhe had given. He appre-
clated the remarks of the prefects,
but much for which they gave him
eredit could only have been done by
couperativn with the High School
Counell, to whose work he paig the

highest (ribute. The success of me'
#chool could only be achleved by co-
ordioation of the efforts of ull con-
cerned, and be had recelved a full
measure of xupport from all, not least
Mra. Symonds. He ocarvled away
from Eyre Peninsuls an sppreciation
of the disabilities of the poople out-
back and the Boe spirit in which they
mot  their difficulties. Mr. Symonts |
in conclusion #ald they would find his
suceessor, Mi. Noblvit, an earnest undl
efficlent manter, |

After the Natlons! Anthewm, the
Muyor invited all to the supper room
where o light repast was served. '

During the ovening the following
gave ltews :—~Mrs. . H. Odgers
(song), Mrs. W, C, Stagg (recltation),
Mrs. K. A Wurlang tsong), Mr. C,
Rogery svornet solo), Mrs, M. K.
Secombe sonas), M, K. W. Arrow-
smith, Miss K. M, Brougham and Mre,
Desmuzures were (he accompanists,

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TENDER
SOCIAL AND PRESENTATION |

Ou Mooday eveniog the High School
pupils tendered a farewell social to
Mr. and Mre. W. M. . Symonds 'n
the Clvie Hall sapper room, The
other teachers of the High School
stall were present
There were o o two musical items
hy studetits, sud esveral dunces for
which Mre. Brierley provided music,

Students representiog the different
xrades spoke, wishing Mr, ang Mre,
SEymonds hupploess in  their Dew
home, The speakers were :—First
year students. Victor Serotzkl; second
year. Ollve Alunaun | lutermediate,
Lax Elefwen ; und leaving cluss, Basli
Baillle, The lntter, on hehalf of all
the students, presentsd Mr. Symonds
with o lewther goll bag.

Mr. snd Mrs, Symonds esponded.

The supper was provided by the
puplls.

A hright evenlng concludeq by sing-
ing “ Auld Lang Sype"




Glossop High School

The Symonds family moved to the Murray river town of Glossop in May 1941. Travelling by motor vehicle during the
month of May was in contrast to the family's journey by train to Renmark 10 years earlier in the extreme heat of the
Summer of 1932. Unfortunately, there was another housing dilemma and at first they had to stay in temporary
accommodation while the new headmaster's house was being built near the school. Coming from Port Lincoln where
they had many friends, it again took time for the family to adjust. For Ruth, now 11 years old, she would be changing
to her third school in six years and have to make new friends again. Her Primary education would be completed at
the nearby Barmera Primary School.

Wybert had been specially invited to be the headmaster of the new Glossop High School. It had been built to provide
convenient secondary education for the youth of the Barmera, Berri, Cobdogla, Kingston on Murray and Monash
districts. Wybert, from his experience during his time as headmaster at Renmark, was well aware of the desperate
need for the new well located high school. Previously the students from these areas had to travel by an early
morning train to arrive at Renmark for the first lesson of the day. Parents who remembered Wybert from his days at
Renmark High School, had fought tenaciously with the Education Department to have the school built at Glossop, in
a central position in this Upper-Murray region. They were particularly pleased to have Wybert accept the position as
its first headmaster. The invitation had been accepted, but it was done without any incentive of promotion!

In April 1942, a year after their move to Glossop, the Symonds finally moved into their new home and they were
given a surprise house warming visit by members of the Glossop High School Council.
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GLOSSOP

SURPRISE PARTY AND HOUSE
WARMING
Berri, March 31.

A surprise visit was pald to the
home of Mr. and Mrs, W.M.C, Sym-
onds at Glossop on Saturday night.
The party comprised members of the
Glossop High School Counci] and their
wives, who as a gesture of friendship
and esteem wished to welcome the
head master, his wife and family on
their taking up residence in their new
home, It was a happy evening and
served to cement even further the ties
of friendship existing amongst those
so actively interested in the manange-
ment of the High School. Mr, W.
A. Hunt (secretary) acted as M.C. and
kept the ball rolling with an inter-
mingling of competitions, games and
community singing Competitions
were won by Mrs. Symonds, Ruth Sym |
onds, Mrs, C. W. Til, Mrs. H. S
Denman and Mr. Sutton. Mrs. Till
accompanied at the piano for the
singing. During the evening Mr.
C. W. Till (chairman of the High
School council) expressed the good
wishes of the members of the council
and the hope that Mr. Symonds would
remain long in the district It was
felt that a good foundation had been
made for the new school and that Mr.
Symonds was eminently suited to the
responsible position held by him. The
remarks were gupported by Mr. E. R.
Hubbard. .

The challenge of heading a new school was made a little easier because of the excellent backing of the Education
Department, the parents and the regional organisations as a whole. Wybert was very pleased that the school was
provided with an excellent group of senior staff and intelligent young teachers. The facilities in the new buildings




were excellent, however with World War 2 raging and still suffering from the tail-end of the Great Depression,
money was tight. Many additional resources necessary to fully equip a new school were hard to come by. For
example; for a time they had a very nice library with empty shelves.

Wybert had always been an active member of the R.S.L. after his return from WW1 and on Anzac Day 1942 he
invited two local members to address the school assembly.
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GLOSSOP H.S. FIRST
COMMEMORATION

Addresses by RS.L.
Members and Students

In the celebration of Anzac Day
. at the Glossop High School the
Headmaster (Mr. W. M. C. Sym-
onds) invited representatives of the
R.8.L. sub-branches of the district
to be present and for two of their
number to address the students
during the ceremony. This idea
was much appreciated by the R.S.L.
members and by all concerned.
It was the High School's first An-
zac Day celebrations.

In the midst of WW2, Wybert was appointed as Officer in Command of the Berri Air Training Corps. He had
previously had an association with the R.A.A.F while still in Port Lincoln. He had offered instruction (3 month
courses) in mathematics and physics to R.A.A.F Reservists as evening courses at the Port Lincoln High School.

Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954
Thursday 7 November 1940 BERRI AIR TRAINING
R.A.A.F. RESERVISTS CORPS
sl — Mr. W. M. C. Symonds
SATISFACTORY PROGRESS IN Appointed Oﬁ;" e
STUDIES The Berri Alr 'rmlning: corpn'u
Bquadron 73 Berrl Flight, of which
it vsins s whe mece Bicwd e s 2 XD
on the RAAF. reserve when they sap High School) has been confirmed
offered their services some time ago. ::e 0.C. "mwen;y-p;::)ln‘; i(;’l:l;tsexl‘l‘n"v;e
bee n enrolled, -
have since . studyink under ination has just been held, and the re-
teachers of the Port Lincoln High sults were very satisfgctory.
Schoo) In September there will be a review
: In Adelalde of all squadrons of the
Four examinations will be held at Alr Training Corp; Cns,u, at w*('glh
rtal . Hix Excellency the Governor r
intervals to asce n what PrOgTes s @harles Malcolm  Barcley-Harvey
they wre makinz. The first has just K.OM.G) will tuke the salute, It is
been made, and the headmaster at go{nd’ to rl;;u:“ t‘r:; ?.:f{'oﬂ‘.’:}‘én"“'
» . ets In unifo 0
the High Bchool (Mr. W. M. C. Recently an A.T.C. ball war held in
Symonds), reports: —The young re- Berrl, the net proceeds £33/4/4 helng
servists are doing excellemt  work, to provide ur:!fm-mn. ow.hm“'r“:: b;xﬁl‘l)
¥ e RUCCESH, y |
are¢ keen and alert and always co- ;:::!'-tf‘ilcl t‘::lnz present,  The supper
operate with us most willingly In arrangements uuld dv(;or:lt::nsx wyosro
whatever they have to do. Thelr re- }ln‘:::;m;r:-_ directlon of Mrs. L.' 8.
sults are good, and they all seem to I‘lerzulnr rlnn;'cs In‘rp”h«\l‘d f;v'r {\!3«
. - radets, ni n erel Mr, M, .
have & sound grasp of this bt elimin Rv;'lven {':me of the edurationnl oM-
ury work. The reservista are ; — cors) holds clawses  (wion weekly.
J. L. Box. R. C. Brubhsm, L. ¥, which are kwe\! nttended and the hoys
» : : keen,
Brown, W. G. Miller, P. 8. Ryan, C. On Jaly 18 @ football match was
(G. Stebbhing. R. Snowdon and V. p:ny;d belwe;_?‘tlll lhhtouaon;crr-;lvig:th(ﬁ::
t armern Flight, Mr,
Reuer. One or two otbers, who are co:tral umpire, Mr, Symonds (Berrl
not reservists. have been attending Flight) and Mr. Kernot (Rarmera
> » bee Flight) goal umpires,
the I”a“e' - Im‘w nes " The pecretary of the Berrl Flight
An |nstructor. Is Mr. F, H. Wack.




Sadly, on September 19th 1942, Wybert's mother Amelia passed away at the age of 88 years.

S "-h.\,- '

Amelia Caust (1854 - 1942)

During the War years Jean was involved with fund raising for the school and also other activities supporting the

Australian Forces at home and abroad.

1
[ i -
Charch Guilds Send Cheer To Soldiers
]
Berrl, December 14.
There was & Eood allendange at a meellng of the
Berri Methodist Ladies’ Guild on December 9.  The

president . (Mra, E. Ii. Moss) presided. Mra, W,
M. . 8ymonds gave an interesting talk,

As with his previous headmaster appointments, Wybert was seeking additional funding from the Education
Department to cope with increased enrollments. Additional sporting facilities were also planned, but a lot of this
depended on local fundraising activities as money was tight during the War years. Some of the School's sporting
facilities were able to be built at little cost using the labor of Italian migrants who had been held at the nearby

Cobdogla Internment Camp.

Jean again had played a very important role in engaging with the parents and friends. When money was tight she did
much to organise significant fundraising activities to enable the acquisition of additional resources for education and

recreation.
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Murray Piol
Thu 18

GLOSSOP HIGH SCHOOL
ROLL INCREASE

Council Seeks More

Accommodation

Feb

At a meeting of the Glossop High
school council held February 8, the
members listened to an Interesting and
instructiVe report by the head master
(Mr. W. M. C. Symonds) on the ex-
amination system. The council is
anxious to provide recreation for the
girls at the schogl.  There is a large
increase In  numbers attending the
school this year, and the council is ap-
pealing to the Education department
for more accommodation and also for
nun agricultural room. A tennis court
for the eir's and ericket piteh for the
loys are planned to be put down when
Iahour iz available, 60 has been
pafd by the committer for the chan-
neling for the agricultural plots, which
is now finished.




Wybert's role with the Air Training Corps at Glossop/Berri was to facilitate the education of potential recruits to the
R.A.A.F. and these included correspondence courses for lads who were not able to attend training centres.

Murray Pioneer (Renmark, SA : 1942 - 1950)
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THE AIR TRAINING CORPS
Correspondence Tuition

If any boys of the River districts
between the ngea of 18 and 18 are in-
terested in the ATC, but are living too
fay from the four centres at which
Flights are established, tu attend clas-
pes, this does not preclude them from
joining the corps.

A sperinl correspondence course has
been arranged 1o meet the situation,
and js supervised by a staff of in-
structors experienced in correspondence
tuition,

The correspundence cudet Is attached
to the squadron which Is nearest to
his home, #o that on his occasional
visits to the neighbouring towns at
week-ends he may join hig squadron
or flight for Inatruction in drill and
gervice knowledge. In addition the
correspondence cadet is encouraged to
visit RAAF stations for camps of con-
tinuous training with other membera
of his own unit.

Any boys interested may obtain fur-
ther Information from their nearcat
Flight Commander: Fit./Lieuts, 8. A.
James (Renmark), B, H, Kernot (Bar-
mern), W. M. C. Symonds (Glossop
Berri Flight), or Mr. L. E. Trebllcock
(Walkerie) .

An event in aid of the "Miss Red Cross" fund raising competition was a Burlesque football match in which Wybert
(now in his mid-40s) participated. Captain of the "Berri Veterans" team was W. "Harold" Oliver (the legendary Port
Adelaide footballer) who had a fruit block at Berri.

Mumray Pioneer (Renmark, SA : 1942 - 1950)
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'Burlesque Football at |
‘Berri Raises £40 :

| “Rerri Veterans", by virtue of more |
'accurate shooting for goal, narrowly
defeated “The Army” in a burlesque |
foutball match played on the Berrl
,Oval on Monday. The match, which
was well attended, was arranged for
| Misg Kath Knappsteln {n the “Miza Red
Cross” competition, and ralsed the ex-
cellent sum of £40. Afternoon tea wasg |
provided by a committee of Iadfes. |
Prior to the match the Berri School |
Band marched through the streets to
the oval, Teams were as follows:

BERRI VETERANS—W. H, Oliver
| (capt.), W. M. €. Symonds, Harrls,
G. Greenwood jun,, F, Affleck, H.
Moss, Btevens, Carpany, M. Seriven,
J. McKay, J. Possingham, B. Setter-
berg, '. Tasse, B, Oates, W, Westley,
R. Moms jun, P, Trelpar, R, Moss,
H. W. King, J. Llewellyn, E. D.

Nitschke.

Army—Padre Walsh (Capt.), TA.
Smith (vice eapt.), Durn-
wood, Lush, Clancy, Pitt,

Whitehouse, Taylor, Ilett, Hays-
ton, Prince, Leighton, Btone, Clopper,
Appleton, Laidlaw, Winch, and Ford,

The central umpire was Mr. Ken
Lowe (in top bhat and all); timekeep-
er, Mr, N, Dyer: goal umplres, Messrs.
Carpenter and Scott.

Prize for best player on the Berri
side was won by Carpany. A running
commentary on the match was broad-
cast by Mr, L. 8. Trenaman.

A programme of children’'s sports was
' also held. (Detafls later). |




Even during the War years, Wybert continued to raise issues around the special education needs of country

students.

Another issue raised by him was the "leakage" of students who failed to complete their education after reaching the

Wed 4 Aug 1943

dvertiser (Adelaide, SA
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legal school leaving age of 14 years®.
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GLOSSOP HIGH SCHOOL
“Leakage of Just
Over 14 Group”

Mr. W. M, C, Symonds
(headmaster of the Glossop
High Scheol) in his annual
report ?nnnud at the
speech night, held on Mon-
day of last week, said that

was “perturbed at the

more than usual leakage of

i the just over 14 group” this
year.

The following is a slightly
abridged verzlon of Mr Sym-
onds' report:

“When I submitted my report
last year, I expressed the hope
that we would meet thiz year
without the fear that war would
continue to elaim our young
men and women, However
during the year, several of our
young and old scholars have
joined the Forces, but 1 am
happy to report that, as yet, no
casualties have occurred.

“The students of the school

have contributed to the SPF
£126/14/6 thiz year, making a
Rotal of £437/16/6 since the

school opened,

“l want in this year's report
to stress the need for co-oper-
ative effort in this our schoal
community and the paramount
need for the extension of this
spirit in the bigger communities
of the district, nation and the
world. 1 know that Dr, Rossg was
amazed at the extent of the co-
operative effort In the Murray
communities, and was sceking
reason for it. 1 think he partiy
found it in the or'ginal com-
mon need for water, requiring a

common and co-operative con-

common and co-operiative con-

trol. In this atmosphern Wi
would be falling In an ecducn-
tional duty If we (mlled to or
panize our school on fundam
tally the same U'nes in mo

' wels we hay I Yk, suc

« Ted 1 feel that some hay
fuiled to realize: (1) how vital

to any co-operative eoffort lead-
ership is, and (2) how no effee-
tive co-operative effort can be
achieved without every peorson
belng prepared to sink at times
personal convenience, to make
deliberate sacrifice, and to give
thoughtful consideration of the
rights of otherz. I look to you
senjor students to set the pace
to prove yourselves worthy of
yvour place at the top of the
school by setting an example of
courageous and inspiring lead-
ership in work and play.

“I appeal to you parents to
show an understanding interes!
In what your child iz doing.
can see clearly where home in-
fluence has been an inspiration
to the student, where interested
supervision has heen exercised
snd how much it means in the
life and attitude of the student.

Mr. Symonds set out a table
showing what had happened to
those who had left the school
This revealed that 13.4 per cent
had gone on to university stud-
jes to fit themselves for tench-
Ing, medicine, science and so0
on, while G4 per cent of the
Loys had gone back on to the
land. “Personally, I am pleas-
ed to see  two strong streams
provided that we have fitted
them adequately for their future
life”, said Mr. Symonds.
(Continued on page i3}

——
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SOCIAL

Mrs.

mark HS tomorrow
evening, at the school.

leave Holden's Corner at
p.-m.

Murray Pioneer (Renmark, SA : 1942 - 1950)

FORMER HEAD MASTER TO
ATTEND HIGH SCHOOL

Mr. W. M. C. Symonds (for-
mer head master of the Ren-
mark High School, and at pres-
eut head master at Glossop) with
Symonds will attend the
21st birthday social of the Ren-
(Friday)

A big
attendance of former students
parents, and other interested
persons is expected. A bus will

7.46

In June 1945, Wybert attended the 21st Anniversary of the Renmark High School.

13 In South Australia the school leaving age was raised to 15 years of age in 1963.




In June 1945, as the outcome of WW2 was moving in favour of the Allies, his appointment in the R.A.A.F. was

terminated.

USTRALIAN AIR FO

ADMINIBTRATIVE AND FPECIAT DUTIES BRAKCIL

The following officers are transferved from the Active List
with effect from the dates ind cated :(—Tomporary Wing Com-
mander N, Mulroney (2000064}, 27th April, 146, {Temporary
Flight Licitenants) I N. Gillizon (234473), 14th April.
1143, D, B, Duncan (203804}, 24th April, 1045,

The nppointments of the following affiecrs nre terminated
with effect from the dntes ipdicuted:—TFlying Officer W. C.
Pruden {207711}, 10th April, 1044, (Pilot Officers) J. 4. ¥
Dlair (277432}, 23rd March, 1945, W. D, Stewart (0754),
W, D. Napier (3707], 28th March, 1045, W. M. C. Bymonds
(37751, M. W. Scriven (G308}, 16th April, 1845, A. w.
Cuvanangh {257444), 20th Aprll, 1945

Following the surrender of Japan on 15th August 1945, the Riverland celebrated with unprecedented gaiety and in
Berri, Wybert was one of those who addressed the students of the district who had marched to and assembled on

the local oval.
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' RIVER CELEBRATES END OF WAR|

GAY SCENES AND SERVICES
OF THANKSGIVING

Following Announcement Jap. Surrender

Scenes of almost unprecedented gaiety and services of thanks-
mhntnhphnhthkimm_-ymrﬁymdmdly.

ing the announcement yesterday morning that Japan had
surrendered to the Allies.

' BERRI

Shops in Berri closed ai 9.30
a.m. yesterday and there were
gay scenes in the streets, al-
though celebrationg were purely
informal until this morning.
Last night coloured lights which
had previously been erected in
readiness were Mt.

Tuday there is a full day of
festivities. The district schools
marched tv the oval, where ad-
dresses were given by the chair-
man of the District Council
(Ur. L. 8. Trenaman) and Mr,
W. M. C. Symonds. Sports
fur the children followed.

Tonight therc will be bands
playing and dancing in the
streets.

On 26th August 1946, the Prime Minister of Australia, Ben Chifley, visited Berri along with the State Premier Tom
Playford. Wybert was asked to welcome them and after sitting down next to him, Chifley said in a characteristic gruff
voice, "l am going to give these kids a full day's holiday" and with a smile continued, "I know it is unconstitutional,
but if Tom Playford makes a fuss about it, you tell him | will cut off supplies"




Following soon after, on 13th September 1946, the school children from Glossop High and Primary Schools were
among the 3,000 at Berri Oval who welcomed the Duke of Gloucester (Prince Henry, 11th Governor General of
Australia) on his visit to the Riverland. During the official Ceremony, Wybert being the most senior headmaster in the
Riverland, had the honour of being seated next to the Duke. At one stage, just as Chifley had done earlier, he turned
and whispered to Wybert, "l am going to give the children a full day's holiday. Don't you agree"? Wybert replied
"Well | am sure your Royal Highness that they will agree with you". This brought a loud roar of laughter from him. So
in the space of a couple of weeks, the Riverland schoolchildren had received the bonus of two extra holidays without
prior consultation and approval of the Education Department or headmasters.

In December 1946 Wybert presented a detailed report analysing the pathways followed by the students of Glossop
High School after they had left school.

At the Speech Night, Wybert gave an interesting reply to a parent's criticism of the High Schools homework policy.
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GM “H“” ey o meeondary~ix eanahle of
M’ to Letter | nehleviag that fy 1y bad 1y ghve

A child the Lmipres fon that the
highest nehlevoments and rosult.
in Jife cun be ecanlly gained by
W lackadalsicn] ntthiude o U

In s wintial report presented
wt hu shee b night of the Glos-
cup High School the head mister

‘Mr. W M ¢ Hymonds) re-
ied to W Ivtter recently pub-
Hahed in 'The Vloneer " on the
subject of “High sSchool Home-
wark. "

My sSymondy snid:

"I did not reply o the lotter
Ax I conslder this to be 8 more
sultable plice. | would agres
[wln the writer that If formal
(homework  seriously intoriers.
with thg health or 'rousie, tennix
or other zhy-lul entertalnment
work' A6 shoukd he cartailed. but
1 am afraid that it ly more Niely
thut homework would interfere
with piciures, dances and wuch-
like socinl wetivities.  ‘Thess are
necessary, and desirable [ ad-
mit, io moderation, st the right
Ao, nnd At the right time during
the week. Don't you  think
that we are tending to under-
ratimate whiat a stodent—prim-

md work. that in the swing from
stern und puritanieal discipiine
we cun eanlly awing to a wtate
A lonme cvadtin of reaponsibllity
or vhietle livence ?

"It 'Falr Play' 1y here tonight
I would usk him or her to pee
me personally, and | can assure
vou that the elaim of your chiid
will he rconstdered on Ity Indl-
vidual merits  und  adjustment
made, I health, or other worth.
while Interewty are unduly in-
terfotred  with, 1 might add
Thut | have alwo been repronehpd
fur oot giving enough home-
Work, and wdd further thut we
eannil take gvepr  the  pespem-
iy of the jareot lu secing
whint we conalilor ta be neces-
wury home studies are done we
wek your co-coeration o the
mitter=in the Intprests of your
ohild. "

In April 1947 Wybert made arrangements for 52 students from Glossop High School to visit Mount Gambier. Another
25 girls attended the National Fitness Camp at Mylor.




; s boys and girls are to visit the|
cm m m celulose mills at Millicent and
the pine forests and box making

and other places of interest in

» s
':Wru on the Mt. Gambier area, including
T‘ Pt, MacDonnel, They wili also

Berrl, April 15. participate in ath tennis,

soft ball, cricket and debating,
e S (e Clgoep |y e o8 Gl e
Symonds) MWWMWMWNMVOGM
ments for a number og students WO. should du'ln m

to visit other areams the t a fund of inform-
object of broadeni hdr minas |2tion. 'l'lloy will return to
i A and be- (DO O arty. of 36 gicls un-
foming acquainted with indus- |, tf0 Mise

tries which are allled to their
own. Pendle's road liner with Elder left after school on Mon-

52 boys  and s, under the |9aY in Bishop's bus en route

care of Mr. ll.g:ﬂmndlnu for Mylor, where they

J. Borchers left early this week | €M in the Natlonal Fitnes:
billeted . | will be the camp matron and do

bies O} o o At: e for the girls. While

bler dlstrict with parents
Mt. Gambier School chil- |there 26 from the Millicent

dren. Mr, (headmas- | * L
m- of u.. M.G.H.8.) is co-opera~ t;:?bnmun_ Fitness Camp, and

and arranging an M,,,m = i paid by
Lbndt u,.un The | Wayville. They will return at

Wybert was Chairman of a meeting of representatives from Riverland towns that favoured the development of adult

education services in the region.

Murmray Pioneer (Renmark, SA : 1942 - 1950)
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W.E.A. Lecture Series
Sought for River

A meeting of representatives from
the various towns held at Beir
on Tuesday evening., with Nr. W
M. C. Symonds in the chalr, dec-
ided in favour of the es'ablishment
of an adult education service in
the River dlstricts. The principa!
resolution was that the W.EA. b.|
asked to extend the service of mon-
thly lectures offered to Ba.mera
to Berrl and Renmark over a six
monthly period. The meetlng wa-s
attended by Mr. B, D. Whitwell
(W.E.A. general secretary) from
Adelaide.

Appreclation w2s expressed of the
interest shown by the Barmera Com-
munity Centre Comshittee (of which
Mr, A. E. Whitmore s secretary)
in convening the meeting.

In November 1947, Wybert addressed a regional teacher's conference held in Berri on the subject of "Teaching as a

Profession"




Teaching 4s a Pr@feaﬂlo_ﬁ

.’ W. M. C. .,m‘p .l“n
THE following address on the subject ¢ clu

a Professiop” was given by the tho
Glossop High Behool (Mr. W, M. C. nds, 8(:.i
Dip.2d.) at the recent téachers' regional conference, a
Berrl.

Wybert now aged 54, was playing lawn bowls (very well). He and his Berri Bowling Club partner were successful by
winning the State four-ball pairs.

Murmray Pioneer (Renmark, SA : 1942 - 1950)
Thu 8 Jan 1948 Page 1

BERRI PAIR WIN STATE
BOWLS CHAMPIONSHIP

Fischer-Symonds Defeat Club Colleagues
Dalziel-Lehmann in Final

A. F. Fischer and W. M, C. Symonds, of the Berri
Bowling Club, won the State four-ball pairs championship in
Adelaide fast week. They defested their club colleagues H,
McR. Dalziel and J. T. Lehmann in the final. This signal
' success by the Berri players is the more remarkable when it

is remembered that there were £00 competitors in the event.

| H. M:zR.
l A. F. Fischer W. M, Symonds Dalziel J. T. Lehmann




In June 1948, Wybert presented a paper concerning the loss of young talent from country districts. This material on
which the presentation was based, was probably the culmination of the research and collection of statistics that had
started 16 years earlier when headmaster at the Renmark Agricultural High School.

Murray Pioneer (Renmark, SA : 1942 - 1950),
Thursday 24 June 1948, page 9

TALENT EROSION

e By W. M. C. Symonds e

M hla'ﬁm

Several years ago, in a

siv- st g similagy
Conference here, 1 sug-
problems

sericus
wu’bchc-mw“-

tricts because so many

brightest boys and mrll’ were
lea it to to the clty. I
hint that t wuld semously

affect the stock itself, the in-
dustry and the v«y soil. Uuot -

' on “F
:\"M.dc m{ u{o" —""The
of thair skill and intell t han-
diing of their farm

test

be that
they can make it even more
productive, while still leaving the
scil (which, after is what
we Hve on and by) future
:enc:;nons to co-opet::c with,
or ¢ perpetuation man's
existence on the earth.'’

Simce writ that paper | find
that New Zealand thinkers are
concerned with the same prob-
lems, Let me quote from a
research  book, e High
Schools of Ne' Zealand'' Lp
805, by J. Murdoch—"It
has recently bteu cstimand
that whereas some 8000 farm
recruits are necded annually, on-
Iy some 4320 actually enter the
occupation: moteover it has
been shown that the total num.
ber of school-lcavers probably
entering farming in 1938 was on-
Iy 0 per cent of the number in
1982 It is assrted, with som
justice, that muny of these re-
cruits ceme from a poorly-train-
od, even dull section of the
commuanity, and the farecast has

made that within three
sencrations the result will be
cconomic disaster.”’

I wish, however, to w
the gist of an «xcellent e,
written for the Australian Quar.
Jterly (March, lﬁﬂ) by A nl’
Greenh . of ‘ hU 'l;

ege. hopo e wi
 { ¢ me for having pirated

Bureau Conference
Dw. Ed, (head

Yis striking thle, “Talent Ero-
sion.'' He supports his con.

clusions with significant fGgures
counterpart of which I shall
five you for thesc districty and
certain localities in South
Australia.
He fArst shows that . —

(1) With increased technical
skill, output pocr farm wdrker™
increased 150 per cent between
120 and 1930 in U.S.A., and
that pue man ' ten of popu-
lation is now sufncient to satisfy
the demand 1or rural produce
in our society. (I have no com-
parable Austrasian ficures, but
A great increasc in output has
clearly been gained in Auastrealia,
too). -

(2) Rural populations have
highest fertility rates (the 1933
Australian census for N .S W.
showed B per cunt city popu-
lation undecr & years as against
11 per cent four rural arecas.
These are now 1L 1o X years ol
age). Therefare, he concludes -
“Since anine men in ten  are
needed in non-rural work, since
the majority of these hve in
ities like Sydney (and ‘dolaide
and since they uo not reproduce
sufficiently, the country surplus
of population must be attracted
This 1s done by 5 syvstem of re-
wards, e, occupations in sec-
ondary and tertiary scrvies =nd
othar facilities "~

He then goes on to show (and
I shall prove that it is also tru

from this district) that the pro-
cess is stromuly  selgctive, fe
it is “the mos! able members
who go away, often leaving
many of those behind restle

and discomtented, It is all too
frequently the nataral leador

who go.'' From his hgures he
shows the following scrions pro-
blems arising fronn this selective
gno'eu‘nut. which are more ser-




"ious than just suomerical num-
bers - —

(1) “Strong hereditary ele
| ment in ability, therefore pres-
ence of very able childrcn indi-

cates a similay presence of
able :u-u'—"dn;o -‘;‘u :"ﬁc:

eh:s.::oc”!m opportunity.”’

(2) That since, the grid!t
move to opportunity, f oppor-
ity offers in the country, it
will attract the bright,

(3) In order “to give the
children a chance ™ the farmier
15 bent on mmaking money quick-
Iy o send them away from the
landd. Thus he un& to ouver-
stock and over-cultivate *for the
hildren's sake ™! these do not
return, parents sell out and the
exhansted land is bought by less
sble (becanse less aware) peo-
ple or goes to hirelings.

ple has deteriorated with the
land, Therefore:—

(4) The change is often rap-
i, probably in a gencration
“leaving a more sterile group,
1 feature of life which has cer-
tain  eugenic  possibilities it
would be interesting to exam-
ine

(5) Dangerous, he considers,
becanse “"Countryman is left
without those abilities best

wiited to adopting the general-
ized discoveries of the acedemic
scientist 1o the particular n-
stance, e.g., scientific soil ther-
ory to the vagaries of soil to be
found in a single paddock’'’.

Therefore tends to stultify ap
plications of scientific principles
to the land.

(1) Prevents “the develop-
ment of the farm as ‘a way of
e, because alternative values
are given such point by society
thar farmer appears ‘inferior.”
The rapidity of selective nature
f change threatens the ‘groun’
life of rural areas; since full ed-
ucation ASSUMmMes proup moves,
loyalties and co-operation. we

Therefore the calibre of peo-

nave a threatened decay in the
rural community extendi be-
yond mere numbers. us,
though it may be true that only
one in ten required on the
land, that one is vital.”’

(7) He concludes that decen-
tralization—or recentralization—
schemes are no solution because
miral arcas will get the same
Cproblem’ with smaller units in
owns  and do not produce
' "healthy, organic community
iife in the country proper.”*

That is the gist of Mr. Green-
Falgh's analysis to which he of-
{fers, very wisely, no solution
The figures given below for
South  Australia “ reveal these
same tendencies, and [ suggest
that you examine them closely.
Howaver, 1 consider that the
picture painted is rather gloomy,
and not enough account (in our
Irrigation Areas particularly)
Yas been taken of other factors.
In examining the graph (on Pe.

13) the reader should know whnt

1Q represents. The Intelligonce
Quota, 1Q (s fgure given 1o
cach pergon after be bhas doge
roup or other intelliwence tests
the figure 100 heing accepted
as the mean, imHroving intell
sence being shown by the highe

figure and reaching brilliance at
130, and vice versa at the other
Lo ) is designed to show s intell

Lgence only, and oot einpera

mental o cootional gqualities, o
“stickability ™ ot «tfects of en

viconment, ete. It is admitted
that 1.Q. fgures are liable 10
faulty interpretation: however, !
have found that there s a reac

jonable correlation helween 1.0

‘and achievement,

|
|
|




| You will nptice from the
graphs that you have, rouchly,
the f{ollowing pgroups —Below
AVerage, AVETARE, upper  wver-
age and superior intelligence
groups. The graphy represgnt
yereentages for comparison pur.
ose<, | wish ta thank Mr,
N hitioed ([rom the FEducation
officed for’ making nvailable the
figures and for hia help in maty
wavs, [ have made the Glassop
icerict High Schdal a basis for
cotparison with the city, and
othee country mreas, but other
compurisons can be made, The
figures are based on results ol
geonp teats done hy boyr and
giris entering secondary schools
this vear (198), Care must be
takent not to draw wrong con-
clusions from the "superior™’ in-
tolfience groups, ag 1 is possible
that one or twWo growps irom very
small number grouns may have
gone to rity privite schools for
religlons, socinl  ar  domestie
rensons. 1 have added another
graph which shews the groupe
ihws reaniting from all the tcsts
wiade on studemis from Berri,
Narmera o Moorook districts
aver the past four yeasi one to
repredent intellicence groupines
of thote who Tiave remained in
theee districts. and ote nf those
wha laft the diserict.

Yoy wily ehgerye that thn mets
rapolitan high sehaols (b)Y Jave

n much higher perconings In the

“epperior”  inteiligende group,
and o mueh Jowey pecceniags In
the helow nverago to poor iniel,

e ==  owigp thar - In ANy
other ' ‘Ser wehonls (rop-
repen ' v o v dyanaponrt
factlities, i M=,
tricts). The wve ' '

per average are much the anma
as for the other arean, Hew-
ever. you will noticg that when
motropatifan  high  wchools are
tnken with other city secondary
sehoola (C), giving A more rep-
renentatlve crosa-gection of the
pommunity, that the “superior”
wnlelllgencs per cont, though sl
allghtly  hieher, approximates
more  olpasty 1o abme country
arvns, wWhile the farming, old
mining and hortdenltural areas
show s gronter proportion balow
avdenge,  You will notice how
wiriiingly similar ln the oyel-
al) plecure of the whold metso-
politan ween graph (C) and the
armingdindusielnl” (EY, and
FIndustrinl-Raltwny Omaphs” (F)
rannot enter Intn heto, If 1hat
nvernpe and
oty nieas can be maintain.
pd (n pufllolgntly high numbers.
1 da not think we have murh to
tear for the Intelligent manage-
ment of Blorks, farms and the
aptlicatlon of stlentine princl-
plew (o the bind, partiedlarly
if trming nndt hortlieultues are
rpgarded nz n Uway of life N
apnears that It may be main-
inined: the below average xyean
will ne douht he much happlor
Aolng thoss Kindg of work which
do  nat  requive  wdidnisteative
or organizing abiilty, ot which
they ure, most lkely, not ecap-
alle.  There ie also s demand
for their gervices In eouniry
nrege,

Wa aro efilr faeed with the
fmpdleationg af this ot nf Aguros
tinsen  rfor  thin  district anir.
viz., n somparison betwaen the
gronh of the InteTlipence group-
ez of thosr whoe remaln in

wham | know have oona (n the
ity (Y npd pleewhera foe sdy-
sovtunn),  voontlonal  orf  athor

Thnt iy annther atary which wel]

npper averages Iin|

s W ol e L e P e N e, e g

there distriots (3 with Yhose |




ronsons.  That some of the Ist.
ter will roturn in possible, par-
hapw 10 take over ths hlook, of
some administrative, profession
al or semi-professional work or
sa wives In the homes, Even
It they 30 nat come back ¢
theiy own distriot, many will,
f think go Into other disricta to
usa thelr sbifity for the benofit
of that distriet, Others from
other districts having stmildkr
Intellectunl cadibre will enter
these dimricty to hecoms Lhe
teachers, medical oMoerm, law-
yors, clergymen, adminlstrators
in Government and private busl-
neex, oie, It In here that the
equnliging nond stabllizing effects
will be folt

It must be granted. howsver,
thnt theee leaveninge Influences
nre lesy likely to occur In the
more sparsely populsted and Iso-
Iated neemx, For these reagona,
| would modify the conclusions
which Me. A, J. Greenhalgh con-
pildern will follow {he '"talent
eraglon. ™  The good sof] moves
from eme place to anather, bot
it {8 =tll] there, axcept mayhbw
in tha drier outhack from
whernes It Iy Dhlown., never tn
yelurn.  with  oonseguent  local
nterilily.

It In interesting (0 notm the
viewpolnt of A. Anoastasi In her
boek, "DMfferentinl  Paychology.
resalting from o eafeful study of
thix problem in America and
Furop,
viewe ns thoge above, conoerm-
ing “'meloctive” migmtion of the
{more intelligent group, and that
"Intelleciual status of the In-
hnbitantey hecome prograsalively
poorer s the degroe of remotoe-
ness Increages”  (page 553).
Hpoaking of “selective migration
of the mors IntellUgent” she anys
(page M4);~"The opposits ar-
Jeument could Just ns readlly be
puit that 1t s tho shiftless and
dull whe migrate becaugs thely
have been unnblg to aucceed At
hume~=thut 1 11?7 1 notlce that
thesn birds come home to roost
when tmes are bad gencrally,
or for them In particular!). Om
page 077 —"Thus from aeveral

aonverging lnes of evidence
‘|irfor Ameriea and Europe) It

ﬂ

would seem that the infectority
of ruraps children In tha current
teaty on Intelligence, resulta from
enviroomenial handleap rather
thun from & process of selee-
Uye migmtion  which might
draln the rural arons of thelr
botter stook'--and further sug-
gests (pago 873)—""a definite im-

-

Bhe statem the mume|”™

| provement in test soore 1 to
he found with increasing length
of resblénee In an urbhan envie-
unment.”

This conclusdon for Improve-
menht must be accepted, [ think
with quulifieationa as o how
lup (moxt Nkely within very
nacrow  Hmits)  that Improve-
mont will go. It is, of cogrse, &
strong Aargument fop' exisnded
formal school edueation, Thus
the Glassap High Bchool muat
accept some  responaibility for
thin  "“lalent eresion' stnee it
peovides that edueation which
ennbley many bLovs and gicla (17
per cent or more) to necept othey
ppprtanitien  for  which they
hnyn NOW DLeen flited, 1 fro-
quently come up agalnst the
podnt of view of strdenty (wnd
parents) that further edgration
e nat pequirel Ysince T am golng
on the land.™ or “my daughter!
will, nfior all, get married—and
1hen, what in the good of Y
Thiz polnt of view coloars anwd
ynmuages  thelr whols approach
(o wndy, to the apcaafaition of
Wnowledge and enltare and to
e B ciplintog of the minds of
se Yoy people, Thae long-
¢ parents allow  thelr children
1y remaln ot a sevonlary schoal
0f =ome Kind, the better equin-
ved will thely chilldren o o
Fvome mothors, o)y 0 porsue
whotover vooatinn they wish o
pureite  in thelr  own  disirict,
and the richer will the commun-
ity be. A, Anastasi’s view-
point Iy also am argument for
an extendlon of mectings such
an we are having here today,
of W.ELA, aotivities, of Yout
Clubs und CWA where the things
of the mind, too, ars not negleo-
ted, and where all poasible I
done to mainiain and atrongth-
on the intellectual vigour of our
people,  Even with this, !h.o
offects of this “lalent etorion’
may be folt most seriously In
the politieal and caltural fleids,
and {n matters where rommun-
ity organising Jerdership is rTo-
quired. Whether that Is s0
or not, %0 long A8 We POARERS
fredom to ohose the oecupu!loe
we (eaite, this "lalant eromion
s lneviiable—pnd  from  wome
polnts of view, healthy nnd de-
airable, for, In transferring good
fresh new soll from one place
to another throughout our Coun-
try, new Ideas, freah viewpolnth
and  activities germinote, grow
up and flonrish in lhe land.




Wybert addressed a Country Women's Association Conference in September 1948 on the impact the broadcast of
some radio serials was having on children's study at home.

RADIO SERIALS
"HARM SPEECH"

encour Austra-
H}n& speechmgwys Mr Wybeﬂ ?me
[ louop
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DRIFT OF COUNTRY PEOPLE
TO THE CITY

Country Women'’s Association members from all
over the State spent Tuesday. the opening day of their
annual conference, discussing the drift of country people
to the city. :

The president (Mrs. Mel headmaster of Glossop Hégh
Shannon)  presided, and %ﬁms}amﬁaﬁ?eéfdsggp&xi?
visitors included Mrs, Mac. that by any educational, poli-
Smith, who is Federal presi- tical ‘or economical pressure
dent of the CWA, and Miss E.'should young peopie be forced
Zimmern, who gas been con- to remain in the country.
nected with the Associaled Art and drama must be dis-
Country Women of the World covered and not only received,
since it was established. said the Director of the Con-

Referring to amenities in servatorium (Professor John
country homes, the president of | Bishop), who suggested that
the Chamber of Manufactures| CWA members should arrange
(Mr. S. Barton Pope) said that' music festivals which would
t&txl_e growi{ag ge;xeiration oé chu-lmove from district to district.

en would seek improved con- 5
ditiohs, failing which they Other suggestions for counter

acting the city drift by educa-
would be tempted to drift to the ¢jon were given by the Deputy |

comforts of city life. | Director of Industrial Training|
Miss Zimmern, who opened (Mr. John S. Walker), hobbies;
the conference, said that the Mrs W. A. West, a member of
root of the trouble was that the National Fitness Council,
country homes lacked city youth centres; Mr. M. Gerlach. |
amenities, such as electricity, of the Education Department,
pipe water and telephones. rural education; and two CWA |
Education which would en- members, Mesdames Edwin!
able children “to live richly and Withers and E. E. Lang, who
fully” was advocated by the spoke on the home factor

In July 1949, the sad news was received of the passing of Jean's mother, Mary, aged 83 years of age.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA: 19531 -1864) / FriZ9 Jul 1949

TWHITE.—On July 28 at the resi-
g o Mrs. J. M.

Mary Lloyd (1866 - 1949)
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GLOSSOP High School provides secondary education for pupils from Berri, Barmera,
Monash, Winkie, Moorook and Cobdogla. H .e the school’'s leaving ciass is shown with
the Headmaster (Mr. W. M. (. Svmonds] (back, sixth from left), and Mr. K. L, Berndt,
who is senior master (fourch trom right),

Mr. D. H. Forder Mr. W, M. C. Syniondd Mr. E. C. Wil
(Walkerie HS.) (Glossop H.5.) ({lcnmnrk ns:f Y

In 1950 Wybert celebrated his 10th year as headmaster of Glossop High School which had opened in May 1941.
Starting the school from fresh enabled him to introduce many new ideas. One of his innovations was the
introduction of General Science | and Il subjects to Intermediate students, to prepare students better to tackle
physics and chemistry in Leaving and Leaving Honours. It also was good background for those who were to move
into the biological and agricultural sciences or those students who just went back to their family blocks and were
able to apply better science to their vineyards or orchards.

Wybert, with the cooperation of the headmaster of Mt Gambier High School, Lance Carthew, arranged school
exchange visits. Lance had much in common with Wybert, both having also attended Adelaide High School and
Adelaide University and playing both cricket and football. Lance also played league football for Sturt a few years
before Wybert at Norwood.




Wybert's participation in community activities in 1950, among many, included Chairman of the Upper Murray

Educational and Arts Association he was also on the Berri War Memorial Community Centre Committee.

RURAL BRIEFS

ARTS ASSOCIATION

An Upper Murray Educational
ind Arts Association has been
ormed with Mr. W. M C.

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954)
Friday 26 May 1950, page 15

Murray Pioneer (Renmark, SA : 1942 - 1950)

National Library of Australia

Thu 20 Jul 1950

Page 13

Berri Community
Centre Officers

At the first committee meeting
of the Berri War Memorial Com-
munity Centre, following the an-
nual general meeting, the follow-
ing appointments were made:

Chairman, Mr. J. R, O'Keeffe;
secretary and treasurer, Mr, K. R.
Nettle; works committee, Messrs,
J. McKay, H. Chilton, P. H. Cur-
ren; finance committee. Messrs, B,
T. Bond, C. Haines, A. (Coombe
and R. C. McNamara; educational
and general purposes committee,
Mr. W. M. C. Symonds, Mra, F.
Afflick and K. R. Nettfe.

Wybert presented his final end of year headmaster's report in December 1950. This was prior to a transfer to Port

Pirie High School. During his time at Glossop High School, he had been able to maintain a first class staff and his

students had performed very well overall in the Public Examinations Board (PEB) examinations. There were some

outstanding students and Ruth was one of those who excelled. She would have been awarded a Leaving Bursary, if

not for the fact that Wybert's salary as a headmaster just exceeded the income threshold. At the time, the Education

Department wages for teachers, senior staff and headmasters were still fairly modest, so this aggrieved Ruth's father

somewhat!

Setting high standards at Glossop High School during his time as headmaster, maintaining discipline and encouraging

the students to work hard, were the basis for his students excelling and it was noticed and appreciated by the

community. Wybert was very proud of his teachers and students whose PEB examination results compared very

favourably with other country and city high schools and colleges. He was very interested in following the lives of

many of his former students as they progressed through higher education and into their careers both in the Upper

Murray and further afield.

Murray Pioneer (Renmark, SA : 1942 - 1950)
Thu 21 Dec 1950 Page 2

Master’s Report

“BEGINNINGSOF A NOT
UNWORTHY TRADITION”

In presenting his tenth and final re before
School (Mr, W. M. C. Symonds), who had

School Councll, Parents and Friends' A

Lyrup, he had no

Glosog High Schoo

Glossop High School Head-

ture for Port P the headmaster the G
parture for t Pirle, h;OD

of the schoo] since its Inception said that of the co-
tion and goodwill of members of the staff, of the
nocfnuon, mem!

of councils, Hotels and Community Cen ministers of re-
ligion, and of the mple of the districts from Moorook to
g but happy memories and » oon-

sciousnesg that, “with you and your children, we have estab-
lished the berlnnini"of a not unworthy tradition for the

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954) |
Thu 14 Dec 1950 / Page 7




Wybert and Jean were given several farewells prior to their departure. In one of the events at the Berri Methodist
Church, their contribution to community activities was recognised. Wybert and Jean had been very closely
associated with the Church, involving themselves in a wide variety of activities. Wybert served as a lay preacher on

the Berri Circuit for many years.

Murray Pioneer (Renmark, SA : 1942 - 1950)|
. Thursday 21 December 1950, page 10
Methodists Farewell
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Rev. Rex Brook. az a mark
appreciations fop the valued mer-
vices remdered by Mr. Svmonds,

to him on behalf of the

the three volumes ol
Mr. Churchill's Memoirs, Mr.
Symonds in responding expressed
his thanks to the people for the
kind thoughts which prompted the
glft, also for the kind references
to hin mervices to the church.

Mrs, Baden Powell (president of
the Ladieas' QGuild) also spoke and
presented Mrs, Symonds - with a
handbag on behalf of the Berrl
and district churches, The even-
ing was made very enjoyable by
a programme of musle and singing
‘arranged by the Wilkinson broth-
ora, and supper,

7

National Library of Australia




Port Pirie High School

His stay as headmaster of Port Pirie High School would only be a short one, but both he and Jean again were quick to
participate in community affairs. Wybert's sporting interests were now confined to golf and lawn bowls. He was soon
out on the golf course and in the long years that had passed, since he was first introduced to the game in Scotland at
the end of WW1, he had brought his handicap down to single figures.

via

3 MATCHES SQUARE
IN CUP GOLF

Stableford Won By
W. M. C. Symonds

Liree o the cight matches
Pirie Golr  Club’s first  match
pidy  romnd  for  the K.
Mallyon Memorial Cup  finished

sysare. making  replay- neces-
sary

AN Stableturd  vompetition  was
woen by W, M. C, Symonds, who

Lin= Dhad only u few rounds .t
Kingston Park Playing off &
Irandicap of eight, he went out in
par 30, Lapses at two holes on
the way heme marred his per-
furmance, bot hie finished with a
creditable 78 off the stick.

He continued his lay preacher role with the Risdon Park Methodist Church and he and Jean joined the local music

club.

(Port Pirie, SA : 1€
Fri 5 Oct P

Lady Conductor
At Risdon

The sweet singing of the Risdon
Park Methodist scholars was un-
der direction of Mrs. J. T. Sadler
who achieved complete success
with her first anuiversary. She
had the assistance musically of
Mrs. E. V. Rich (organ), Miss Bar-

bara Armour (piano), a
Frank Whitworth (ﬂut:‘:'. eSS

Mornine service was taken Dby
Mr. W. M._ C. Symonds (headmas-
ler of Pirie High School), in the
aftqmoon Major H. C. Cake (Sal-
viation Army) led the devotions,
#nd in the evening the church
nminister, Rev. D. J. Howlund. was
in charge.

Wybert found his time at Port Pirie the hardest of all his appointments to country schools. It was a bigger school with
a larger staff, which were capable but not up to the standard he had put together at Glossop, so he saw many
immediate challenges. Soon after arrival, he also identified weaknesses in the school's administration systems, which
tested him. He would have liked to initiate numerous changes, but coming into an established school, he knew he
would have to move slowly and in the end had little chance to do much.

In the year of his arrival (1951), the town was celebrating its 50 Year Jubilee and Wybert oversaw the school's very
successful participation in the celebrations. In conjunction with the Technical School, they put together a series of
floats for the main Jubilee Parade which represented the different eras in education and life in the town.
Unfortunately, later in the year, criticism from the Port Pirie Jubilee Committee stung Wybert; enough for him to
take the unusual step to answer the critics in a letter to the local newspaper.




In a "Letter to the Editor" in October 1951, Wybert responded to criticism that school children had not been allowed
to participate in the Labor Day Procession. Of course Port Pirie was a Union and Labor Party stronghold and it was
expected all segments of the community should participate in the day's activities.
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WHAT OUR READERS
SAY

Why Schools Did
&ol Parade

o the Editor

|
[ YIH - Relelciwe was reported
1 “The Recorder’ to have been
! mude by the chalrmon  of  the
! Jubilec Committe that he was dis-
[ uppointed that the students and
| children  attending  the publc
Ceehools of Port Piric did not  take
| purt in the Labor Day proression
L A< chauwmun of Piric  ‘Teachers’
CAsocintion T think T should ox-
Cplagn why it woe not possible or
dvatrable for them to lake part as
[ sthools,

| I e o definite parl of depari-
| mental policy—and 1 think a wisc
une—that schools should not take
part omcially o any functions
| whiel any particulary  political
party or rehgious dencmination
muay be involved, Whatever  we
may think personully, and how-
ever  much ':'a‘: lm ;‘ncounsc
children to (S

duals, we should be unwise to take
any official part as a school.

Tt is for that reason that de-
partmental schools did not partici-
pate. Morcover. most of our tea-
c¢hers were i Adelaide  from
Thursday lo Monday atiending
the New Education Fellowship
Conference.

We fecl that we made o useful
con to Jubilee year ear-
jler this year and that that made
heavy demands on children and
tcachers in both effort and time.

W. M, C. SYMONDS.

Port Pirle High School.

In addition to his golf, Lawn bowls was also a form of exercise and relaxation for Wybert in his spare time.

Maon 7 Apr

PIRIE BOWLERS'
61-PT. WIN

Pirie defeated Gulnare by 61
pti. in  North-Western Bowliug
Arsoviation's Boucher Shield series
vl Saturday, rinks skippered hy |
W. M. C. Symonds (up 30) and D, |
C. Laube (up 28 accounting for
all but 1two points of the winning
morgin,

Wybert completed his term at Port Pirie High School in May 1952 to take up the position as Principal of Norwood
High School. He had been a headmaster in South Australian country High Schools continuously since 1929.

Wybert's successor at Port Pirie was his old friend, Lance Carthew, whom he had known for many years and who had
been previously at Mount Gambier High School which had an annual exchange visit with Glossop High School.
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OLD SOLDIER,
FOOTBALLER

New Headmaster Has
Much In Common
With Predecessor

Like his frlemsl Mr. W. M. C.
S monds, who preceded him, Mr.
1. Carthew, new headinaster  of
| Pivie High Setwol, & an old sol-
aber and enmie Tootbuller ol
can et buasias e sofer.
| The twe  hesdasciers M,
Symonds 15 now at Norwood High
Schoolr also bave much n com-
mon In their ideas, on  modern
vducation. I fAnd that most of

e work here k= on lincs that I
would have followed, and T shall
t1y to consolidate what has been
‘slarted,” My, Curthew said on
! Fiiday.

“What Mr. Symonds has intro-

Cuced in Pirle 1T bave been try-

g In my own schools in other
places. All T hawe (o do s carry
o he added.

Mr, Carthew, who came to Pirie
from Murroy Bridge, cutered the
Education Department in 1911 as
o probationary student. Since his
lappointment 45 assstant-in-
charge at Burra he has travelled
j v idely. He was at Oladstone for
1 11 yoars, them at Mount Barker,
ond for 10 years at Mount Qam-

Vier befote hi appointment 1o
Murmy Bridge.
World War I caused an carly

bivak in his coarcer in the Bdu-
*cution Department. He enlisted In
Scptember, 1015, and served with
14th Battery, Pield Artillery, <«n
the Sucz Cunal and In Prance:

Three Years With Sturt

He cntered Jengue football
1920, when he was promoted from
Sturt’s psockation team, of which
Le hod boen captain He was
throe years In the senfor ranks,
playing under the caplainey of
such stalwarts ss Prank Golding,
Vie Richardsen, und Billy May-
nsan,

TIn  his high school days e
rowed and played tennls, and be-
fore the war he played B grade
ciicket for University, In 1026,
Irith Mr. Roly Hill and the Jate
Mr, Howard Mayfleld, he founded
Gladstone Golf Club. He belicves
that he is the only original mem-
Ler of that club who s still an
netive player,

Mrs. Cotthew, Wi wos sss-
vhate scerclury of Murry Briduo
Culf Club, §s keendy interested In
the activities of parents’ assoctn-

tons.

The couple Ifve o grown-up

Iomily. Their two soms, Messrs
Brian and Jolin - Carthew,  ure
Adelabds Univer iy goaduntes  in
minane engineering  ad are -
rpectively with Lake George Min-
g Company, Caplains Pl
IRSW.o, ind Broken Hill  Pro-
Frictury Company. Whyalk,
Their  daughier, Mrs,
Bueure. 1s o qualificd socksl serviee
worker and before her morringe
was almoser for Crippled  Child-
o' Asseclation of Soulh Aus-
walia,

Mr. Juby Carthew went several
Hopbikes 1 the' oot Novth-
Vodern zoll championship mcet-
e,

On his departure he made an appeal for the parents of children attending Port Pirie High School to take an active
interest in their child's education and support the endeavors of High School Council. One of the interesting gifts
Wybert left with the Port Pirie High School was his "investment" in two Hans Heysen paintings, depicting the Flinders
Ranges, which he purchased for the equivalent of $13 each!

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954),
Monday 19 May 1952, page 3

“PARENTS MAY
HELP”

Departing Headmaster
Makes An Appeal

On his final day in charge of
Pirie High School before moving
on to Norwood Mr, W. M. C
Symonds was luvited o have
something to say of the school
conditions he was leaving be-
hind. Substance of his words
was an  appeal to parents to
stand behind the High Schoal
Council in its constant endeavor
to have improvements brought

t.

“It is, I think, a good thing for
parents to know the conditions
under which some of their child-
veu and the teachers of those
children must work,” sald Mr.
Bvmonds, “Although realising
that the present is not the most
propitious time for making con-
structional changes I believe that
ueither teacher nor student can
work satisfactorily in a rcom in
which the summer temperature
fiequently reaches 108 degs. and
which I1s at the same time in-
adequately and badly ventilated.

Strengthening Claims

“There are at least three such
rooms at Port Pirle High School,
in which upward of 100 boys and
girls nnd staff work for about five
hours daily. I deem that parents
themselves, through such organt-
suttons ns Parents and Frienkds'
Association, should make them-
selves aware of such matters as
these, for in so doing they will
strengthen the hands of their
clected high school council when
it asks for reasonable improve-
ments In the sehool and will gain
n more sympathetic hearing from
the Government because they
have interested themselves in such
matters,

“Parents in this town are fortu-
nate In having such a capakle and
enthusiastic staff to teach their
children. Anything they (the
futhers and mothers) can do to
help the teachers will be dolng
® good service for thelr own
children.”

Mr. Symonds cxpressed appre-
cintion of co-operation recelved
from the High School Council wnd
porents and of the “distinetive
help” glven by Broken Hill Asso-
ciated Smelters In connection
with Commonwealth Jubllee
events last year.

Commending his successor, Mr.
L. Carthew, he sald: “He has
broad Intercsts as o community
man und as head of a school”




Norwood High School

While his time at Port Pirie was challenging, the experience was of value. The 18 months at the larger, somewhat
overcrowded Port Pirie High school, probably prepared Wybert for the move to a bigger city school.

Wybert commenced his duties at Norwood High School in late May 1952. For him, it was a return to the heart of the
Norwood Football Club territory, where in the 1920's he had been one of the very popular league players. Even
though he loved sport and encouraged sporting participation by the students, he still believed that it should not
dominate the mind-set of students and be only secondary to educational and intellectual pursuits. Wybert's tasks at
Norwood High School were made easier because of his popularity as a former Norwood footballer. He also inherited
very good staff, administrative support and had invaluable help from his old friend and current deputy headmaster,
L. P. "Perce" Johncock. They had been at the teacher's training college together in the 1920s. Perce had similar views
to Wybert in regard to the need for students to readily accept the discipline of hard work to achieve their best
possible outcome, irrespective of individual ability. With a competent deputy and group of senior staff, he had an
effective structure which enabled delegation of many tasks that he would have previously taken on. For the first
time in 23 years, administrative roles, such as staff rosters, were no longer his tedious, often after hours,
responsibility.
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REDLEG NOW HEAD
OF SCHOOL

After 23 years in the country, a former
Norwood footballer has returned to the Redleg’s

district as hiah school headmaster.

He s Mr. Wybert .
Symonds, who will take u
duty at Norwood Hig
School on Tuesday, follow-
ing his transfer from Port
Pirle High School.

From 1923 to 1828 he
was a dashing wingman
in a team which won two
premiershi and was In
the final four three other
times.

At that time nearly half
the Norwood team were
players with Interstate ex-
perience.

Among them were “Wat"
Scott, Sid White, Alec| THE wing-
Lill, Alec Bent, Ern Wad-| man of the M. Symonds loday
ham, and “Perker” Lee. twenties.

Wgebcn Symonds, then a
teacher at Adelalde High He still looks nt, although
School, retired from league| he's much heavier,
games when he was ap- In‘ spite lo’hz‘u geennm

mas m football, - onds

pointed head - . o M an educationist gl)m«
K apunda High School. jport should be kept to a
secondary role In schols

He Was transferred | “There is a danger of

In tuwrnto Re nmark the competitive M
spirit get out han

Port Lincoin. Glossop, dom} aschool
and Port Pirlé o “:ung




Norwood High School was in those days located at Lossie Street, Kensington Park, a highly residential area and the
school had no room for sports grounds or a school hall large enough for assemblies. Apart from outside assemblies,
the only way the headmaster could get his message through to students was through a very supportive staff who
worked very openly and cooperatively with him to apply Education Department and School policies.

Wybert was a participant in an umpiring and coaching school for teachers run by the Education Department and
sponsored by the SA Football League in October 1952. When the teachers visited Norwood High as part of the
program, Wybert demonstrated some of his coaching methods gained from his years of experience.

Attended Schoal On Footbal:
i Umpiring And Caaching

AMr. v, J. Semmens, a Poert Lincoln
High School teache: and vice-presi-
dent of the football association, re-
cently attended a school for teachars,’
on football coaching and umpiring.

'The school was conducted by the |
Education Department and sponsored
by the S.A. Football League.

‘ Lecturcs on umpiring werc given
ib}r Messrs. Phil Read (umpires’
coarhy and Ken Aplin, .

Magarey Medallistd and forme
champion footballers gave lectures
and demuonstrations on coaching. They
wcre Messrs, Bob Quinn, * Wackn”
Scott, Bruce McGCregor, Tom Leahy
and Max Murdie,

Mr. Bemmens szaid the teachers
|v::ited Norwood High Schozl, where '
the coaching of high school boys was '
' demenstrated by the headmaster (Mr.
W. M. C. Symonds), who is a former
headmaster of Poit Lincoln High
|Schc:-l. and Mr. Alex Mutton.
| Films wsre shown on different as-
| pects of the game, and on some grand.
|1‘inala played in Melbourne. ﬂ

On his return to the city, Wybert renewed his connections with the Methodist Church circuit in Adelaide and in
October 1952 he was the guest speaker at an anniversary meeting of the men's fellowship group at Glenelg.
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A OBELEY STREET |
l‘f’l‘xu;o m .!‘lcv. Sam. Forsyth,
OBE 17 pm. Mens Fellowship
Anniversary Speaker Mt

|
Wybert Symonds, B8c. Dip Ea |
Sp,ecul music  Tuesday, 8 p.m.
|Social. gpeaker, Mr  George
mrcm BATH STREET. 1! am ./
M: J Dali 7 p.m.. Stuagent ST
LEONAR iSuncey School Annt-
versary ' 11 am. Rev Norman
ISmith. MA. 3 pm . Rev Mervyn
morman 7 pm. Mr R Stace

At the Senate meeting of the University of Adelaide In November 1953, Wybert was elected to the University
Council. Dr Ilvan Jose, who had played cricket and football for University and also served in WW1, was also elected.
Wybert would hold this position on the University Council for 14 years. For much of this time he was a lone voice




representing public secondary schools. The Council was very much dominated by Adelaide University Academics and
graduates who came through the private school system.

h

New Members
For University
Council

| Two new members have|
|been elected to the council
|of the University of Adelaide
[—=Dr 1 B. Jose and Mr W
M. C. Svmonds
l The election took place at
the annual meeting of the
University Senate at the
Bonython Hall yesterday

There were eight nomina-
|tions for the six vacancies on
|the council. to which Mr‘
Justice Ligertwood. Profes-
sor M. L. Mitchell, Dr F. R |
Hone and Dr Helen Mavo
were re-elected

Mr. Justice Ligertwood was
re-elected en of the
senate. and Mr. V. E Edge-
loe clerk of the senate

U 26 N Pa

In July 1954 Wybert submitted a rare "Letter to the Editor" to correct a misunderstanding in an article published in
the Advertiser. It was in response to an article written by Gordon Schwartz on the selection of a Norwood High
Schoolboy in an SA Under 14 Carnival team.
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S.A. Schoolboy
Footballers
E‘}—E-m:omn
ciear. following on Gordon
s shart comment
on the Under 14 Boys’ Foot-

il Caraival ‘teams

the
committee after the boy

had ben selected for train-

ing, and virtually sclected in

the team.

48 Dot Sironly o i
not

mmm

M:‘do the prin-
ciple a take steps on
any future occasion to see
that it does not occur again.

or
school children with an age
limit of 14 and the situa-
primary schoot chitd Is 10
cluded.

We, as high school head-
masters, consider that the
g A e e

m:%wmm
from them because of the
policy of extending the

5?
|

I
i
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Wybert's stay at Norwood High School was enjoyable, but short lived, however he was able to introduce changes
that benefited students by giving them greater subject choices. As an example, two of his senior science masters had
recently completed the text book for General Science 1 & 2. These two subjects, introduced at intermediate level,
gave students the choice to do General Science or elect to do Physics, Chemistry or other biological sciences as
individual subjects. The options taken by students depended on whether or not their academic inclination was to
pursue higher education. Students who were intending to proceed to Adelaide University needed to meet the strict
matriculation standards of the compulsory subjects like physics and chemistry. Choosing the pathway to these
compulsory subjects at intermediate level prepared them better for Leaving (Matriculation) and Leaving Honours.
Excellent results in Leaving Honours were important if a student wanted to enroll in a faculty where quotas applied.
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New Head At
Adelaide
High School
The Minister of Pdu-
cation (Mr. Pattinson)

rday announced
| the headmaster of
Norwood

Adeldide Boys High
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At the end of 1954, acting headmaster "Perce" Johncock paid tribute to Wybert, who in a short time had overseen a
considerable broadening of the school curriculum and improved the amenities for students and staff.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954)

Wed 15 Dec 1954 Page 20
NEW HEAD AT NORWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

In his report at Norwood
High School break-up last
night the Acting Head-
master (Mr. L. P. John-
cock) paid a tribute to the
work done by the “,)revlous
headmaster, Mr. .M. C.
Symonds, who lef the
schoo] in Augu:h both in
broadening the educational
life of the school and in
improving the amenities
for students and staff.




Later in the 1960s, after Norwood High School had moved to its new spacious location on the Norwood Parade at
Magill, Wybert was invited back on occasions to conduct the induction of Prefects at school assemblies. The new
school by then had expanded to 2000 students, with ovals and a large capacity school hall. He had been invited by
the current headmaster, his old friend, lvan Coward. Wybert had appointed lvan, as a much needed, young
intelligent teacher, at Kapunda in 1931. Looking over the large gathering at these special assemblies must have been
a stark contrast to their time together at Kapunda, which only had 60 students. lvan had continued to raise the
education standards at Norwood High School, meeting the needs and ambitions of the eastern suburbs students
whose parents were unable to afford to give their children a college education.

Adelaide Boys' High School

In August 1954, after just over two years at Norwood, it was announced that Wybert would succeed Alfred Ernest
Dinning as headmaster of Adelaide Boys' High School (ABHS). Dinning had held the post for five years and in 1951
had overseen the move of the boys from Grote Street to the new school on West Terrace, leaving the girls at Grote
Street. Wybert and Jean, as old scholars, head prefects and teachers at Adelaide High School were very pleased and
proud of the appointment.
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Two School NEW AHS
Heads HEAD

Farewelled

The retiring  head-
masters  of  Norwood

Hich School (Mr W
M C Svmonds: and .the
Adelazi 'ggxs High School
‘Mr. A E Dinning: were
farewelled at their schools
vesterday

Mr. Syvmonds will take
over as headmaster of the
Adelaide Boys High School
alrter the school holidays

At an informal luncheon
in the stafl room at Nor-
wood High School vester-
dav. attended by members
ol the school counci. and
the Old Scholars, and Par-
ents and Ciuzens Associa-
tions. Mr. Svmonds re-
cewved presentat,ons on be-
half of the stafl. council,
old scholars and the Par-
ents and Citizens Associa-
uon.

Speakers at the farewell
to Mr Dinmng in the Ade-
layde Bovs' High School
assembiy hall ncluded the
Director o! Educalion ' Mr

E Mander-Jones:. the Su-
perintendent  of High
Schools (Mr C. M. Griggs:
and the deput} assitant
headmaster of the school
tMr J. Brown)

Mr. Dinning. who has re-
tired, received presenta-
tione from the students
and sta

National Library of Australia

THE NEW principal of
Adelaide High Schoeol,
Mr. W. M. C. Symonds,
pictured today at Nor-
wood High School,
where he is headmaster.
A former Norwood foot-
baller, Mr. Symonds will
take up his new ap-
pointment next month.

At Adelaide Boys' High School, Wybert was fortunate again to have an excellent Deputy, Tom Brown (Thomas

Roderick Brown), who had started at Adelaide High School, Grote Street, 36 years earlier and had wide ranging

experience at the School and so was going to be a great asset. He had risen from an office clerk to Deputy

Headmaster and apart from brief appointments as a senior master at Port Pirie and Norwood High School, had been

at Adelaide High School ever since.

Back in 1918, during the term of the first headmaster Mr. William J. "Plugger Bill" Adey, Tom Brown, then a 16 year

old, was first appointed by the Education Department to Adelaide High School as a cadet. He had passed his Senior




Commercial Exams in 1917 and was awarded a John Creswell Scholarship to study Commerce at Adelaide University.
While working at Adelaide High School, he completed Commerce subjects part time, gaining his Associate Diploma in
Commerce (A.C.U.A) in 1923. He saw several generations of boys pass through the School and outlasted four
headmasters. He virtually held every possible position on the staff from assistant teacher through to special senior
master, sports master through to acting headmaster.

In the confines of the City in Grote Street, the original Adelaide High School had never had its own sports facilities.
One of the early tasks for Wybert and Tom Brown at the new Adelaide Boys' High School was to continue to oversee
the development of sporting fields at the new West Terrace site begun by Mr. Dinning. Timely action was necessary
as the SA Olympic Council also had its eye on the land for its own international sports park.
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its own

use of the grounds. It was
fully realised that future
athletes would come from
the schools. .

It would be quite pos-
stble to add tennis courts-
to the general arena for
the school’s use, he said..

Adelaide Boys' High School plane to use as
a sports area the section of the West Park-
lands in which the SA Olympic Council pro-
poses ¥o build a sport park for international
‘events. AT A )

3 Th | _iother suitable bodies as
i :;\:ho&l/ vog well as the school,
master, M, A “This gla.n ‘bas _been

Symonds. said today|made with the collabora-

i il‘e|tion of Adelaide City Coun-
the Olymplc Councnlls cil, which approves of it,”
plan would Severely|said Mr. Symonds.
restrict the school’s A A mleetmi;r;1 would ?ft helt%

i y 4 planning ¢commitice a

plclymg fields. the school on Saturday to

“This is a vital issue for|finalise details and priori-
our school,” he said, ties for the project.
| Mr. Symonds sald .the| smwaz- ‘ -
school hield leases over land| — Will help boys
stretching almost to Kes-| Olympic Counecll Publiclty
wick Bridge. officer, . Mr, R. Blythman,

In this ‘area the school|said today the council's
proposed to build three|sports park plan, far from
ovals, a hockey ground.|restrict n% the ‘playing
baseball ground, and 13 or|fields. of the school, would
more tennis courts, provide them. |

They could be used by! The boys would have

There were 30 acres of barren parklands available for development and the Adelaide Boys' High School held the
lease!® so were in an advantaged position for their own development. Vice-Principal, Tom Brown, was a driving force
and after gaining Adelaide City Council development approval, promptly organised land-fill from city demolition
sites. Ironically, one of the main sources of material was from the demolition of a building in Grenfell Street,
formerly owned by Benjamin Mendes DaCosta, who had bequeathed it to St Peter's College. The college financed
the construction of the eleven stories DaCosta Building, Adelaide's first post-War "skyscraper" at a cost of
approximately £1m. During the 1950s there was a boom in City development and building companies were very
happy to have a dumping ground close at hand. Rubble was also sourced from the new Advertiser, National Mutual
and MLC building sites. This facilitated the site preparation for two main ovals, hockey and baseball fields and

14 With the Grote St. site over-crowded, Mr. R.A. West who had been AHS Headmaster from 1920 - 1948 had lobbied the
Minister for Education (Mr Jeffries) for a suitable site for a new High School for boys as early as 1935. An area of Government
land on Frome road (now the site of the new Botanic High School) was originally proposed, however, a late change in 1939
occurred when the Education Department gained approval from the Public Works Department to secure the West Terrace site.
The lease obtained from the City Council was renewable on an annual basis.




thirteen tennis courts. With foresight by Mr. Dinning's predecessor, Mr. R.A. West, funding towards AHS sporting
fields had started to be raised as early as 1937; this was even before the final site and building design had been
chosen. Then in the early 1950s with some assistance from the Education Department, a sum of £30,000 was spent
on completion of the project. Additional landscaping, including a tree planting scheme followed. In recognition of his
work the grounds were aptly named the "Tom Brown Playing Fields". Following a suggestion from Test cricketer, Bill
Woodfull, the headmaster of their "brother" school, Melbourne High, Wybert introduced a £10 levy on students to
assist further development and maintenance of the sporting facilities.

For the first time, these quality sporting fields gave the School home grounds where they could contest football and
cricket against some of their preeminent traditional rivals. Adelaide High School and now Adelaide Boys' High School
had historically been the only high school that had competed in sports against Adelaide's private schools. Wybert,
when a student at Adelaide High School was captain of the football team in 1916 which defeated arch rivals St.
Peter's and Prince Alfred Colleges.

Wybert was always an advocate of "hard study" and that school work including homework should be a priority
ahead of any social activities or other distractions.

Teachers Claim

Seni . gence of the
wr secon o or oy T Bove g

school  pupils  shonld the price they must pav is
have their evemng re- | m:udym aahiﬂ
creation at week-ends :nd.
DK 50 GUE BF Bieh | !ulr P. B Hﬂbﬁ% imka;l
mnfmﬂulte Bch ol) said that first a d
headmaster “gmmd vear  secondary
ﬁimm. : ﬁa s:liool boys were not “o.er-
;l!;“ said ?mﬂ ¥ burdesed with homewors
rmmmtm hat
or e SRS 01 i e e b

wm-_ ven too " .

mn work ‘;nu had fﬁm’““ﬁ"‘“ ““m“;m_m“
et o e s

e president of the High
« M. EL.A. E;uu- m‘ﬁ?

; g er,
H Sel i sald thia.t|
pupils were set the mtni-

He was also quick to engage with the Parents and Friends' Association at their Christmas supper on the 8th
December 1954.
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A.H.S. SUPPER

The principal of the
Adelaide Boyvs High School
(Mr. W. M. C. S8ymonds)
and Mrs. Symonds will re-
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Speaking at his first Speech Day in the Adelaide Town Hall in December 1954, Wybert emphasised the need for the
education systems to recognise and foster high ability students and in particular in the sciences.

Wybert had a highly qualified staff of senior subject teachers who ably supervised and advised the younger teachers.
During his years at ABHS, examination results were consistently high, with perhaps 1956 leading the way with the
highest number of honour positions in Leaving (Matriculation) subjects.
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Fostering of science at ABHS may have been a paramount aim; however Wybert's love of the Arts shone through as
well. He was especially pleased, when later in the School history, it became a special language school where students
could come from all over the State to study a much wider range of subjects than just French and Latin.




With a wonderful modern school hall (with balcony), which could seat 1200 students and a stage of proportions that
could accommodate the full staff at assembilies, it was ideally suited for students stage productions, orchestral and
choral performances. More importantly the assemblies were a wonderful tool for the Principal to get his messages
across to all the students. Wybert had many and varied contacts, in particular through his association with Adelaide
University and he was also able to arrange a wide variety of eminent and interesting guest speakers for school
assemblies.

Mr. Dinning had, along with very accomplished musician, Alan Tregaskis as the music teacher, already established a
small orchestra and Wybert was keen to foster it further.

A month before Wybert's arrival at ABHS, one of Mr. Dinning's final acts was in August 1954 when the beautifully
designed and spacious library was opened. The "Memorial Library" honoured the School's old scholars who served
and fell in the two World Wars. The bookshelves had already been suitably filled with books thanks to a £10,000
fund from donations from Old Scholars. This was in contrast to the situation regarding the library at the Glossop High
School when Wybert had first arrived there in May of 1941. There were of course, no old scholars to help out and
little chance of government funding.

The Minister of Fdu-
eation (Mr. Pattinson)
officially  opened  the
War Memorial Library
at the Adelaide Boys’
High School yesterday af-
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memorial library after it had been oprned by the Minister yesterdsy afternoon.

Wybert ensured the library continued to be well resourced with the regular addition of new reference books, literary
works, magazines, journals and pamphlets. The Library was under the care of full time librarian, Mrs. Tomaszewski
with assistance at the desk from 2nd and 3rd year boys who were in training to be members of the Library
Committee. Fitted out with Queensland Maple library furniture and expansive Australiana wall murals overhead, it

provided a great environment to study. By 1962 (Wybert's final year), the library had acquired a record number of
books (18,957).

1958 marked the 50th anniversary of the founding of Adelaide High School. There was a week of Jubilee
celebrations, with a dinner for 3000 guests held at Centennial Hall Wayville, being the major event. Present were a




majority of the 1200 current students, parents, old scholars, present and former teachers and many dignitaries
including the Premier, Tom Playford and the long serving Director of Education, Evan Mander-Jones (1946 - 1967)
and the Minister of Education, Baden Pattison (1953 - 1965). After Wybert gave his address and welcomed the guest
speakers, the Premier held the floor for so long that Mr. Pattinson had to cut short his speech. The whole week of
events was well reported which highlighted the significant contribution Adelaide High School had made to secondary
education in South Australia and to the welfare of the State and beyond.

The end of the Jubilee celebrations was punctuated by a great victory by the rowing "eights" in the annual Head of
the River contest. The win over St Peter's College was the first since 1926 and Wybert gave great credit to the
coaches Bob Lewis and Phil Read, who had brought out the best in the rowers for this important year. Sadly it was
also the last success by Adelaide High School to the present day. Thirty-two years earlier, Wybert was a teacher at
AHS, so had now witnessed both wins.

In 1959, Wybert was a member at the Founder's Convention for the Australian College of Education which was held
in Victoria during May. He was later made a Fellow of the Australian College of Education (F.A.C.E.) in 1964.

It was not all smooth sailing during his years at ABHS and he had faced one particularly difficult situation. It was
brought to his attention that a gang of twelve students were found to have been methodically stealing items (toy
mini-cars) from the city retail stores and bringing them back to school to sell to other students. When they were
eventually caught, Wybert alerted the police, but with their agreement and that of the store owners, handled the
situation internally in the hope of avoiding bad publicity for the school. Wybert tackled the situation head-on and
had the boys and their parents appear in his office. They received a firm dressing down and a suggestion to make
restitution for the thefts. The boys were suspended with the approval of all but one of the parents. Fortunately, the
Education Department did not have to get involved, and the School escaped attention from the local newspapers.
Much later in 1983, Wybert reflected on this incident: "There is a thin line between a headmaster and his authority
as headmaster in loco parentis®® and that of parent authority". He thought that it no longer could have been handled
as he did then, without the wrath of the parents and contact from their lawyers".

Wybert, at music teacher Alan Tregaskis's request, was pleased to have the school host the May 1962 National Music
Camp. The following is a copy of the letter of appreciation from Professor John Bishop?®, Director of the National
Music Camp Association.

"The Music Camp ... has been a very exciting success, and on behalf of the Association | write to express our warmest
gratitude to you in having made it possible. The [ABHS] has been a splendid site for this first May Music Camp, and |
look forward to such an Annual Camp being held in Adelaide. This time some 80 youngsters gained an experience
which they might not otherwise have had, and this | find really rewarding. | should be grateful if you would convey to
... your Staff ... our appreciation. Mr. Tregaskis has been a first-class assistant."

By 1962, his final year at Adelaide Boys' High School, the orchestral ensemble had grown to 40 instruments. At the
December Speech Day, held in the Adelaide Town Hall, the orchestra performed several items. Along with a choir of
about 200 students?’, the performance of the Hallelujah Chorus bought the plaudits of the guest speaker, Minister of
Education, Sir Baden Pattinson.

15 The doctrine of in loco parentis - When minor children are entrusted by parents to a school, the parents delegate to the school
certain responsibilities for their children, and the school has certain liabilities. In effect, the school and the teachers take some of
the responsibility and some of the authority of the parents.

16 Dean of the Faculty of Music - University of Adelaide and member of the University Council
17 The author was one of the 200 choir members




Wybert and Jean were given a special and emotional farewell at this final speech day. Wybert concluded that for him
and Jean, who had both been head prefects 46 years earlier, the final 9 years at Adelaide Boys' High School had been
"the most significant and happy years of our lives".

He was very proud of his years at ABHS and in particular, proud that many of the boys who had passed through the
school, went on to have successful careers in their various fields and make valuable contributions to society.

During his term as Principal, the School Council was helpful and cooperative, as were the Parents and Friends
Committee. Jean, due to ill health, was no longer able to take a more active role at either Norwood or ABHS but still
was able to show an interest by attending meetings. Wybert was always invited to give an address on School
activities at each of the monthly meetings.

Wybert had seen a lot of changes to education in the 33 years that he had been headmaster at seven different
country and city high schools.
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Speech Day 1962

On the 18th December, parents, friends and students once again filled the
Adelaide Town Hall to witness that all-important function of the school year,
Speech Day.

The School Hymn, syng by the school with the aid of the more avid in the
audience, opened the programme on a pompous note, inspired by the zeal of
our accomplished conductor, Mr. Tregaskis, and the members of the orchestra.
This elite band then perfarmed Handel’s “Sinfonia from ‘Solomon’ ”, followed by
a recital of Handel’s “Variations in D Minor” by a smaller group of woodwind
instrumentalists.

Then followed the annual report of the school, Mr. Symonds’ last in his
position of Principal. “In an atmosphere charged with emotion”, Mr. Symonds,
later described as “the doyen of the teaching profession in South Australia”,
performed his last official duty in connection with the great school which he had
helped so much to establish. All those fortunate enough to have been present will
no doubt remember this moving occasion as representing the end of an era in the
history of the school.

The orchestra then presented its next item when, joined by the choir, it played
“Hallelujah Chorus” from the “Mount of Olives”, following which Mr. Greenfield,
President of the Men’s Executive, introduced our guest speaker, Sir Baden Pattinson,
K.B.E., LL.B., Minister of Education. In his speech Sir Baden Pattinson said that
never before had young people held so much power or carried so much
responsibility. “The onus is on you all,” he told the students, “to shoulder such
responsibility and to wield such power wisely and well.” '

Mzr. Brown, Vice-Principal of the school, paid further tributes to Mr. Symonds,
and later, Lady Pattinson presented prizes in an impressive ceremony.

The final item by the orchestra and choir was “The Wide Brown Land”,
composed for the occasion by Mr. Tregaskis, who, conducting in his usual
magnificent style, but for the last time as a member of the school, was appropriately
applauded for his efforts. P e




In the valedictory address (reproduced from the ABHS Magazine of 1962) given by Vice-Principal Tom Brown he
succinctly summed up Wybert's career in education and his achievements in establishing much of the facilities and
resources in the early years of the West Terrace campus.
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The Retirement of our Principal

The following is taken from the valedictory address to be delivered by the
Vice-Principal, Mr. T. R. Brown, at the Speech Day Assembly to be heid on
Tuesday, 18th December, 1962.

Wybert Milton Caust Symonds, B.Sc., Dip.Ed., F.A.C.E., the second Principal
of Adelaide Boys High School, was appointed in September 1954 after a long
career in the Education Department which started as a monitor at Millbrook
School in 1913. He attended Adelaide High School in 1914-15-16, and was Head
Prefect in his last year. He had a year as a fourth grade junior teacher at Norwood
in 1917 and then entered the Teachers’ College in 1918. He enlisted early in this
year and on his return from overseas was permitted to enter the Teachers” College
for two years prior to his appointment as an assistant at Adelaide High School.
He completed his Science Degree in Forestry in 1924 and the Education Depart-
ment made use of this by giving him charge of a series of courses for boys held
at Kuitpo Forest. He was appointed Head of Kapunda High School in 1929, and
remained for three years. Then followed appointments as Head of Renmark (5),
Port Lincoln (4%), Glossop, which he opened (9%), Port Pirie (1%), and
Norwood (2%).

He has been a member of the University Council since 1953, and the College
of Education- since its inception. He has been President of the High School
Headmasters Association during the period of its greatest growth, and was for many
years a member of the Central Authority of the South Australian Institute of
Teachers. N

During his eight years at this school Mr. Symonds actively encouraged the
many improvements in the grounds, including extensive tree planting; a larger
orchestra and more music instruction; a rapidly growing Library; appreciation of
art with the purchase of many new pictures which were placed in strategic positions
in the corridors; additional sports teams; the rowing club by the purchase of an
additional eight oar boat and the complete rebuilding of the boathouse; and the
many other extra curricular activities fostered by the numerous school clubs.

Mr. Symonds also made his impact in other, not so tangible, but nevertheless
very real ways. The traditions of the school were firmly laid during the regime of
the first Headmaster, Mr. W. J. Adey (who also was a pupil and monitor at the
small Millbrook school), and Mr. Symonds has done everything possible to
strengthen them. His frequent use of old scholars and other men eminent in many
walks of life as speakers at the weekly assemblies has been a means of giving
breadth to the education of students at the school. His valiant efforts to lessen the
stranglehold imposed by zoning for entrance to the school have not as yet been
crowned with success, but they will be of great help to his successor. His wide
experience as an educator, his fine personal qualities, and the example he set in
his own private life have been of inestimable value in dealing with problems of
the school and its students. His unfailing courtesy, sympathy, tact, and under-
standing enabled him to deal gently with students and staff alike. He will be
remembered as a man who gave his life to the service of others.

The school wishes him a long, happy, and rewarding retirement.
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Principal’s Message

When a person sees what appears to be the end of a road, I suppose he
wonders whether it really is an end or just a bend. If it is an end the oppor-
tunities of direction must then almost be infinite and if it is a bend it simply
means some variations of scene or change of environment loaded with new
possible experiences. I shall be one with a number of you from our school who
will, at the end of this year, become “Old Boys” of the school.

It was Lamb who suggested that, when faced with such change, a person
may be in danger of “going to and fro instead of to and from”. The danger, of
course, is a lack of purposive direction. Dr. Norwood (of Rugby School fame)
in speaking of the changes from home to Infant School, to Primary School, to
High School, to University or to Community job suggests that all of these changes
are a valuable preparation for life and for truly democratic living. At each stage,
he contends, the person starts from the bottom and at each change of the road
must win his way to the top or play, generally, a quieter part with the mass of
others. Both are important and necessary in personal and community living.

We need those who can adequately lead and those who can intelligently and
wisely follow.

We can expect that what we have achieved and the habits we have formed
at one stage will profoundly influence what happens at the next for, as Browning
writes:

“All that is at all
Lasts ever, past recall;
Earth changes, but thy soul and God stand sure;
What entered into thee,
That was, is and shall be”.

If Browning is right, and I believe he is, then all of us might well ask
ourselves have we used the opportunities for leadership? For working co-
operatively with others in all sorts of ways? Of loyally serving the interests of a
worthy institution or team or of others, as well as our own interests? Of seek-
ing knowledge and knowing where to seek it, not only because it may be useful
to us but because we have enjoyed the knowledge and the seeking? Of being
critical yet tolerant of the opinions of others? How we may answer these import-
ant questions, and others, must be left to each person alone. I hope that many,
through the influence of this school may have been helped to answer them with
some modest satisfaction; I trust, too, that the preparation at A.B.H.S. may
help all to move forward on the road with greater confidence, while still retain-
ing the more dangerous spirit of the searcher.

My best wishes go with you all, and with those who will succeed you on

the way.




M. C. SYMONDS, B.Sc., Dip.Ed., F.A.C.E.




John Dowie's Portrait of Wybert Symonds Esq.

(Finalist in the 1965 Archibald Prize)




Retirement

There was little chance that Wybert would drift off into a quiet and melancholic retirement. Family, Church,
friendships, a pine plantation, golf at Kooyonga, lawn bowls with the Walkerville Club, travel and an ongoing
appointment on the Adelaide University Council would make sure of that.

Member of Adelaide University Council

It was in 1953 that Ronald Wilkinson Close, a friend and one of his former senior mathematics masters at Port
Lincoln High School, encouraged Wybert to stand for the University Council to provide a badly needed voice for
public secondary schools. Wybert would hold his position on the Council for 14 years and he had a hand in seeing
changes to the pathway for entrance to the University. One of the changes that pleased Wybert most of all, was
seeing the University have less control over a student's compulsory subjects during their three important years of
public examinations. This eventually opened the way over time for the introduction of a broader range of subject
choices leading to matriculation.

Quotas had been put in place by some university faculties in the 1950s which resulted in the introduction of a double
standard for entry for some courses. A student's results in Maths 1 & 2, Physics and Chemistry in Leaving Honours
became a secondary entry criteria and this resulted in undue specialisation. Entry for some popular courses then had
become based on results in both Leaving (then the matriculation year), but also from Leaving Honours. From 1959
Wybert had been on the Matriculation Sub-committee (made up of him, the six faculty professors and up to four co-
opted members) and early on he had put up a strong case for change. After nearly four years, nineteen meetings,
two interim reports, a final report and its recommendations were voted on in November 1962. The University
Council and Education Committees had already accepted the recommendations of the sub-committee and it was
then put to all the representatives from the wider secondary schools community. After a lot of vigorous discussion,
the recommendations were accepted by a majority vote. Following a transition period, the change from the old
standard was finalised and in 19668 the 5th year at secondary school became the single matriculation year. Initially
during his term on Council, the University still dominated the development of curriculum for 4th and 5th year, but
there was greater subject choice at 3rd year level, allowing students to prepare for vocations other than those that
required a tertiary education. Wybert retired from the University Council in 1967, probably well satisfied that he had
been part of the important transformation process that had provided a uniform five year pathway to all university
courses. Later, it would have been very pleasing for him to know, there would also be the introduction years later of
greater flexibility for subject choices in the final two years of study towards matriculation.

Secretary of Churchill Fellowship Trust

After his retirement as Principal of ABHS, Wybert was not short of offers to sit on various committees. Henry Basten,
then the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Adelaide, asked him to become the first secretary of the South
Australian Branch of the newly established Churchill Memorial Trust of Australia. He accepted the offer and held the
position for nine successive years. The Churchill Fellowships provided successful applicants with three to twelve
months of overseas study (and further extensions if warranted). His role was to receive applications, which often
required meeting the applicants in person and giving them advice on how to present their case in the best light. He
would then have to arrange meetings and prepare the submissions for review by a selection committee to make a
short-list for final interviews. The job was fairly demanding and later Wybert was given secretarial assistance. Over
his years as secretary, Churchill Fellowships were awarded to individuals in a very broad range of human
endeavours. Looking back Wybert was able to observe anywhere in the Arts, Science, Healthcare, Music, Crafts,
Industry, Education, Agriculture, Business, etc., and find a Churchill Fellow who reached the top of their professions

18 previously a student's 4th year (Leaving) had been the matriculation year. The author was at ABHS 1962 - 1966 during the
transition years, so is a member of a unique group of students who sat and passed the matriculation examinations twice both in
1965 (6 -subjects Leaving) and 1966 (6 subjects - then called Matriculation rather than Leaving Honours).




in Australia and a contributor to society. A special dinner was arranged by all the Fellows to celebrate the tenth year
of the Churchill Memorial Trust and Wybert was invited to attend along with board members; musical items were
performed by Fellows from that period. His nine years had been a rewarding experience.

Commonwealth Scholarship Counselor

After retiring from the University Council in 1967, Wybert was offered a new paid position; "not that well paid, but
that didn't matter". He was asked to take on an appointment as a student counselor. His role was to give advice to
Commonwealth Tertiary and Secondary Scholarship recipients. Who could have been better qualified for the job?

For secondary students (awarded at years 11 and 12), advice would have been given on the subjects choices to best
prepare for entry into university courses. There no doubt would have been some vocational guidance thrown in as
well, as many students had little idea on their career aptitude or best options available to them.

For tertiary scholarship holders, the counseling would assist a final choice of course and give sound advice on study
habits needed to succeed. At the end of the first year, students who had difficulties adapting to university life and
were failing subjects, would also be given guidance. Unfortunately on occasions, a very difficult decision needed to
be made and the very poor performers had to be told that they had been excluded from their course. Jean was often
called upon to give an independent opinion on difficult cases.

Also at times he had to counsel those tertiary scholarship holders who may have wanted to pursue teaching careers
and study for a university degree. The conundrum for these students was that the Teachers College student
allowance was larger than the Commonwealth Scholarship payments; however the former required the student to
be bonded to the education department for a period of two to three years. Wybert was well qualified to identify
students with the right makeup to probably be good teachers.

Wybert said he probably learned more from his discussions with the students than they from him; however that may
be downplaying the value of his wise words.

University Council Committee on the Planning of the University Institution at Bedford Park

Wybert's final role while on the Council of the University of Adelaide was an appointment to Peter Karmel's steering
committee to establish a second university in South Australia at Bedford Park. An economics professor with
exceptional planning and organisational skills, Karmel had in 1961 been appointed to oversee the establishment of a
second campus for the University of Adelaide. Land (formerly the site of the Bedford Park Tuberculosis Sanatorium)
had been acquired by the Playford Government in 1960 and planning for construction was soon underway with
capital works beginning in 1962. The first academic appointment was made in 1964. In 1965, after a change in
government, it was decided that the new university would be independent of Adelaide University and in 1966 it was
named Flinders University. By then Karmel had sought far and wide for the best academic staff available at home
and abroad. In 1966 with former Adelaide University professor and member of the University Council®®, Sir Mark
Ledingham Mitchell as Chancellor and Professor Karmel as Vice-Chancellor, the new university was officially opened
by Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother.

It was fitting that these two men headed the new tertiary institution, Karmel for his role in its establishment and Sir
Mark Mitchell, whose father, Sir William Mitchell, was an iconic figure in the history of the University of Adelaide
from 1895 to 1948 and was a strong advocate of tertiary teacher training in South Australia.

"“In 1895 Sir William had: pleaded then for schools to provide 'general education in opposition to the widely-accepted
view that education was simply a means for “getting on”'. He defined general education as 'the formation of an

19 Both Sir Mark Mitchell and Professor Peter Karmel were on the Council of the University of Adelaide at the same time as
Wybert.




intellectual, an aesthetic, and a moral character, together with various kinds of skill’; and he saw that 'thorough
professional education of teachers' as the governing factor in providing it." %

Wybert's own education philosophy throughout his career, as a teacher and headmaster, certainly mirrored those of
Sir William Mitchell!

Australian College of Education

Wybert and Jean's time together in retirement was far too short, however in the next five years they were able to
make good use of their relative freedom.

It was however, their continued interest in education that still was foremost. Wybert remained on the Council of the
University of Adelaide until 1967 and was also at the time of retirement on the Council of the College of Education.
In 1963, when the annual Conference was held in Adelaide, he was made a Fellow in a ceremony in Bonython Hall.
The Australian College of Education represented a cross-section of every branch of education in Australia and was a
great influence on education and above party politics.

In 1964 the Conference was in Perth and with Jean, he travelled there by train. Wybert had last been on that journey
to Perth nearly 40 years ago when he was completing practical training towards his BSc in Forestry. The Conference
was held at the University of WA where their accommodation was also provided. The conference was a great
occasion where they were able to catch up with many of their friends including some of Wybert's contemporaries
from Adelaide University Forestry days. Many Western Australians had to travel to Adelaide to do their University
studies. It was a very memorable trip and an incident which Wybert particularly remembered was when they went
to one of Perth's beautiful parks and gardens. When one of the gardeners found out they were from Adelaide, he
said; "l have a brother in Adelaide, Jack Sheehan". To his astonishment, Wybert told him he was on his staff at
ABHS?. "The world is a strange place and full of surprises"!

Jean enjoyed travelling by car and they had recently purchased a new Holden and they went on several long trips
interstate including memorable trips to the Snowy Mountains and Canberra. The trip to the Snowy Mountains
included a rather scary adventure on a very narrow winding road near the peak of Mt Kosciusko. In Canberra they
were able to catch up with another old forestry friend, Max Jacobs, then the Director General of Forestry Australia.
His wife gave them a wonderful guided tour of Australia's Capital.

They also travelled to other College of Education Conferences in Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne over the next few
years. On the trips to Brisbane and Sydney they were able to catch up with their son John and family. Jean enjoyed
these trips immensely as they passed quietly through the varied Australian landscapes and passed through historic
towns of interest. She had always had a great interest in Australian history and the pioneering spirit of its early
settlers.

Welfare Department Board

Wybert was also a member of the Welfare Department Board for several years. He helped shape policy for the
Magill Boys' Home and Vaughn House at Enfield. There were many difficult situations that the Board and its
institutions faced, but overall Wybert had a very high regard for the welfare officers and the jobs they did in
rehabilitating many of the juveniles under supervision. Wybert and Jean were able, on their trips to the south east
visiting their family plantation, to also visit the Welfare Department's boys' home at Struan??* near Naracoorte. They
were required to inspect the facility and provide a report on conditions and activities. Their interest in this facility

20 McGuire, Anthony. Pupil Teachers and Junior Teachers in South Australian Schools 1873 - 1965, A Historical and Humanistic
Sociological Analysis. PhD Thesis, University of Adelaide, 1999

21 The authors Leaving class teacher

22 From 1946 to 1970 the house and 469 hectares were used as a “rural colony for the better class delinquent boys and youth”




was appreciated by the staff and boys. In one report Wybert suggested that 300 acres nearby could be developed
into a pine plantation with the boys setting up a nursery and planting 10 acres of seedlings per year and eventually
having at the end of 30 years and significant forest and felling 10 acres each year on rotation. This would provide the
lads with experience that could lead to forestry jobs on their release. Unfortunately in 1969, after only four years of
operation, the Department reported that it had been finding it increasingly difficult to maintain the required number
of boys at the farm. With the cost of maintaining the facility too high, it recommended that the Farm School be
discontinued. It was closed as a departmental institution in October 1969 with the property taken over by the
Department of Agriculture, becoming an agricultural research station.

Mount Gambier Pine Plantation

Wybert and Jean's investment in 32.5 acres of land for a pine plantation near Mt Gambier in 1924 was a venture that
left the relatively poorly paid country headmaster, with his wife and three children to feed and care for, with very
little spare cash. The pine plantation "adventure" would last for nearly 60 years. The family would spend many
holidays in the South East and in that time made many friends. The eventual return on investment over this period
provided the Symonds family with additional financial security, even if it was a long time between cheques. Most
importance was placed on providing the best for their children's education, with both needing to board in Adelaide
for their final year of secondary school and then tertiary studies. Both attended Adelaide University, with John
completing his Bachelor of Science in 1944 and Ruth gaining her Bachelor of Arts in 1950.

The plantation was cared for by a local dairy farmer, Mark Leggett, who had previously been employed as a foreman
in the Woods and Forest Department and it provided him with an additional job in between the day's milking. He did
all the clearing, fencing, establishing the nursery for the first plantings in 1925 - 1926. He was still there for a second
planting in 1942-1943. Wybert considered himself very fortunate to have met and employed Mark. Wybert assisted
him when thinning was required and his background in forestry science obviously benefited the project, but it was
still not without risk. The first planting suffered from disease which caused some dieback, but the later use of sprays
for weed, pest control and application of trace elements, improved the yields significantly. Wybert's plantation
cashbook recorded every detail of the plantation's history from 1924 to 1981. There was one incident that perhaps
did not show up in the cashbook (unless it was for medical expenses) when Wybert had a narrow escape from
serious injury (or death) when felling a tree on the plantation. He still had no fear, but after being struck by the
falling tree, it brought home the reality that he was no longer a fit young sportsman.

From 1969 to 1971, 35 rows of 30 year old pines on the Mount Gambier plantation were clear felled and then
replanted with seedlings. The rest of the mature pines were felled in 1978. The income returned on the investment
would provide a comfortable living and several overseas trips. In 1983 Wybert inspected his new 12 year old pines
which were now 20 feet or more high and after thinning out there were still nine to ten thousand trees. They were
all looking very healthy thanks to the effective use of spray treatments.

Daphne Jean Symonds (1899 - 1968)

Wybert's one deep regret was that Jean in her lifetime was not able to gain more of the benefits of the financial
returns from the pine plantation, which mostly came just after her death on May 21st in 1968.

Their last trip together was to attend the annual conference of the Australian College of Education in Melbourne in
1968. After driving through the autumn beauty of the Adelaide Hills, they followed the well known route to Mount
Gambier. They were not in any hurry and planned to take nearly four days to get there. After the night's stay at
Mount Gambier and a visit to check on the pines, they headed down the scenic Great Ocean Road. Following a two
night stay at Apollo Bay, it was on to Melbourne and motel accommodation which had been booked ahead. That
evening they visited old friends before returning to the motel to recharge for the conference opening on the next




day (Tuesday 14th May 1968). Sadly, Jean suffered a major stroke that morning and was not able to survive, passing
away peacefully a week later.

In her memory, to keep their close link to their Alma Mater alive, Wybert established the Jean Symonds Prize (in
perpetuity) for the Adelaide High School student who gained the highest matriculation results in Mathematics or
Languages.

Mary Paull

Following the death of Jean in May 1968, Wybert found comfort in the friendship of Mary Paull (née Trewren) who
had lost her husband Alec six months earlier. Alec had been a student at Adelaide High School at the same time as
Wybert and followed a parallel career path as a teacher and headmaster. In the late 1930s, Alec was appointed as a
school inspector covering the West Coast region. Mary and Alec chose to live in Port Lincoln and prior to Wybert's
transfer to Glossop, the Symonds and Paull families spent time together engaging in common interests. In
retirement back in Adelaide, Alec and Mary had again become very close friends of Jean and Wybert.

Wybert later married Mary and they would spend eight and a half happy years together, which included two very
enjoyable overseas trips. The trips taken in 1971 and 1974 were comfortably financed by the return from the felling
of pines at the Mount Gambier plantation.

Overseas Trips

Their maiden overseas trip together in 1971 was an ocean voyage on the SS Galileo Galilei from Australia to Europe.
First ports of call included Lisbon and Gibraltar, followed by visits to Mediterranean coastal ports. On land, other
modes of transport took them on extensive siteseeing of the wonderful scenic and historic regions of southern
Europe. The impressive art and architecture they had seen, brought home strongly to Wybert, just how young
Australia was.

Then it was touring north by coach, with stops along the way, through the snow covered Alps to Paris for a short
one night stay and tour of the city. From the French Capital it was a short journey through green fields and
battlegrounds of the past, passing tragic symbols on the way, to Calais and then by boat across the Chanel to
London. During 12 days in and around London, Wybert and Mary renewed some old acquaintances with people and
places. On a trip to the Salisbury Plains, Wybert revisited Stonehenge and remembered other places from nearly 50
years earlier.

Travelling north, while passing through Oxford, Wybert thought of contacting lan Craig and Patrick Phillips. They
were two of his own ABHS boys who had been awarded Rhodes Scholarships in 1968 and 1969 respectively,
following their graduation in Medicine from Adelaide University. Unfortunately, he was unable to catch up with
them at the time.

It was then on to Shakespeare's country and paying homage at the great poet, playwright and actor's tomb inside
Stratford-upon-Avon's Holy Trinity Church and then as one must, visit Anne Hathaway's cottage in the country-side
nearby.

Through France and England there had been many poignant reminders of the places Wybert had seen earlier during
WW1. From Heathrow, it was a return air trip to Australia via short stays and wonderful tours of Vienna, Athens,
Jerusalem, Bangkok and Hong Kong. After 20 thousand miles, Wybert and Mary arrived back in Sydney on Christmas
Day, to be spent at his son John's place.




The trip through Europe and then Asia on the way home, reminded Wybert how he had grown up in a
predominantly Anglo-Saxon Australia, but which over his 74 years had now transformed through migration creating
a cultural link to all of the places they had visited on their trip!

Following retirement from the Churchill Fellowship Trust in 1973, Wybert and Mary deliberated on an extensive
world tour. The idea was to visit many parts of the world they had not seen previously.

So it was on 23rd May 1974, they departed Adelaide for Perth and by air to the island of Mauritius, the first port of
call on the tourist trail. Then on to interesting stays in Kenya, Madrid, Barcelona on their way to London. On to
Glasgow and following a three day stay with old friends of Mary, they hired a car for a circuitous itinerary by way of
the Scottish Highlands, the Lochs and a visit to Balmoral - 'but the Queen was not there to greet them'. Staying at a
B&B in St Andrews, Wybert managed a quiet nine holes of golf in the morning, followed by a tour of the old
University in the afternoon. It was then down to Edinburgh to revisit favourite places that Wybert had seen at the
end of WW1. From Edinburgh it was back to Glasgow where Wybert was able to catch up with Charlie llse's son,
Hugh. He was only a wee youngster when Wybert last saw him in 1919, but now was a six foot two inch man with a
mass of white hair!

From Glasgow they travelled by air to Copenhagen and toured north through each of the Scandinavian countries and
subsequently boarded a Norwegian costal steamer to travel down the majestic Fjords to beautiful Bergen.

That was the end of Europe and now it was back to London for a few nights, staying with friends before boarding a
flight at Heathrow for the USA and destination Boston. Niagara Falls, Toronto, Calgary, Banff and a six day
unforgettable Rockies tour over to Vancouver followed. They were privileged to have an old friend of Mary and Alec
show them the sights of Vancouver, making it the most delightful part of the North American visit. From Vancouver,
it was by coach down the West Coast with stays in San Francisco, Yosemite Valley and to Los Angeles, including
experiencing the fantasy of Disneyland. A bus trip to Las Vegas had to be cut short due to the extreme heat through
the Mojave Desert. Perhaps it brought back some memories of the intolerable heat on the journey through the
Murray Mallee, on the new headmaster's way to take charge of Renmark High School in 1932.

Finally, it was the last leg home to Sydney (with a stopover in Honolulu for three days) and then back to South
Australia. Arriving back in Adelaide on 20th August at the end of their thoroughly enjoyable three month tour, they
reflected on many new friendships they had made and old ones renewed.

Their two overseas trips had opened up a wide spectrum of new cultural experiences and panoramas; however the
chance to experience the forests of Scotland, Scandinavia, and the Rocky Mountains seemed especially absorbing
parts of the journey for Wybert. Being among the great Sequoias of Yosemite National Park would have been one of
the old forester's quintessential life experiences.

During the next four years, there was some final follow-up work with The Churchill Fellowship Trust, some trips to
visit family in Sydney and to Queensland in the colder months.

Sadly, shortly after a final trip together to Mount Gambier, Mary passed away on 20th May 1977 aged 75. Mary had
instilled new life in Wybert after Jean's death.

Later in 1977, Wybert and daughter Ruth travelled to Europe to attend his grandson Nicholas's Wedding to Nicole in
her parish church in Ghent, Belgium. On his return journey they booked to fly on the Concorde from London. The trip
across the Atlantic to Washington would only take about 3.5 hours, about the same time that it took young Wybert
to travel from Chain of Ponds to Adelaide aboard the buggy pulled by Darkie. From his early less complex way of life,
it was a remarkable example of the many advances in technology he had witnessed during his lifetime.




Millbrook Primary School Centenary

In 1979 Wybert attended the Centenary Celebration of the Millbrook Primary School (1879 - 1979). Wybert had
always maintained a close link with his old school where his desire to become a teacher began. The following is an
excerpt and some photos from the Centenary booklet.

"Millbrook boys head the way"
from a history of
Millbrook School, Cudlee Creek, SA, Australia.
by Bill Chartres®
From a pupil at a small hills school to Head Master of Adelaide High School. That's been the achievement of two

former Millbrook boys. They are Mr. William James Adey who became the first Head Master at Adelaide High in
1908 and Mr. Wybert M.C. Symonds who had the position during the 1950s and early 60s. Adelaide High has had
only six Head Masters and for two of them to have come from Millbrook is a proud record.

WILLIAM JAMES ADEY attended the Millbrook School from 1884 until 1886 having transferred from Redhill. He
became the first Head Master of Adelaide High School in 1908 having spent 1907 attending Melbourne Training
College studying post primary education. He filled the dual role of Head Master of Adelaide High School and
Inspector of Secondary Schools from 1916. In 1920 he became Superintendent of Secondary Education and in 1929
was made Director of Education, a position he held until his retirement in 1939.

WYBERT M.C. SYMONDS attended the Millbrook School from 1904 until 1911. During 1913 he was a monitor here
when Mr. John F. Davis was Head Teacher. He began his secondary studies at Adelaide Boys’ High School in 1914.
Later he returned there as an assistant teacher and finally became Head Master from 1954 until his retirement in
1962.

Mr. Symonds, because of family interests in Chain of Ponds, has maintained an active interest in the Millbrook
School. The Symonds-Caust families are responsible for the erection of a memorial stone, in memory of Millbrook's
early teachers, unveiled during the centenary celebrations.
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Nick and Wayne Chartres presented baskets of
fruit, donated by Bill & Peg Chartres, to Mr

Nick Chartres (Centre Right), Wayne Chartres

Symons and Mr Caust. (sitting), Graham Chartres (Front Right).
Photo Peg & Bill Chartres” collection Circa 1979 Photo Peg & Bil Charires' collestion Circs 1678
W.M.C. Symonds (Centre) Symonds-Caust Memorial Stone on left

23 Authors Note: Bill Chartres was a student at Adelaide Boys' High School in 1958.




Adelaide High School - 75th Anniversary

In February 1983 Wybert received a card from overseas announcing the safe arrival of great granddaughter, Helen
Mary, to grandson Nicholas Birrell and wife Nicole. In the same mail drop the postman had also delivered a
newsletter from the Adelaide High School Old Scholars Association. It contained information about the 75th
Anniversary of Adelaide High School celebrations. Wybert now in his 86th year would only be able to attend a
minimal amount of events.

Wybert was able to attend the celebratory dinner held in the "Adelaide Boys' High School" Hall. The guest speaker
on this occasion was the Governor of South Australia, Sir Donald Dunstan. Twenty-five years earlier he and Jean had
attended the 50th anniversary year dinner held in the Centennial Hall. The Governor had earlier opened new
building extensions at West Terrace, to provide more facilities for the girl students who had relocated there in 1979.
Now named "Adelaide High School" again, as it was when Jean and Wybert were both students at the co-educational
school on Grote Street, 70 years earlier (1914 - 1916).

At the end of the formalities, special guests who included five former headmasters & headmistresses, gathered aside

to chat with the Governor and other dignitaries. It was held in Wybert's cherished old Memorial Library which had
been replaced in the extensions by a modern library.

The Ashes of "Rosedale" and Millbrook School

The 16th February 1983 is recorded in history as Ash Wednesday. On that day South Australia suffered the worst and
most deadly bushfires in the history of the State. The fierce northerly winds and extreme temperatures, made
containment of the fires impossible in these firestorm conditions. Victoria suffered a similar fate with loss of life,
property and livestock. Wybert in his younger days had seen bushfires in the Chain of Ponds area, often started by
lightning strikes. On Ash Wednesday the area did not escape, as the fire burnt all the way from the Anstey's Hill
Reserve through to Gumeracha and beyond. Fortunately, rain fell the following night and soon after the fires were all
brought under control. A few days later, Wybert drove alone to inspect the devastation for himself. Sadly, the old
homestead "Rosedale" and surrounding pines were gone. The Millbrook School and its new library building were
gutted. Together with the burnt cemetery grounds it presented an absolutely desolate sight. The ash covered
Symonds/Caust Memorial to the Pioneers of Education was witness to the destruction. Later, Wybert was relieved
to hear that fortunately the family pine plantation in the south east of the State was not in the path of the fire
because of a change of wind direction.

Ruins of Millbrook School c 2001

Ruins of the Millbrook Primary Schoo

Symonds-Caust Early Teachers Memorial Stone (left of steps)

Anna Pope ~ tlgritage Onling




Wybert passed away at Flinders' Medical Centre on 4th August 1984 aged 86. He was survived by his children John
and Ruth and their families and his eldest sister (Bessie - aged 97) and older brother (Claude - aged 90).

Youngest grandson Stephen said, "He died as he had lived more interested in the people around him than himself".
He was an intern at Flinders Medical Centre at that time when his "Wyb" or "Papa" died.

Jean, Mary and Wybert were all farewelled at Centennial Park, Mitcham, where there are Memorial Plaques for Jean
and Wybert.

Mary's ashes were interred with Alec in their own niche in the Columbarium Wall.

“Non Scholae Sed Vitae"
(Not only for School but for Life)

Family Legacy

Son - John Lloyd Symonds (b1923 - d2017)

John was an excellent student who had all of his primary and most of his secondary education in country South
Australian schools. He gained his Intermediate and Leaving Certificates while in Port Lincoln and then completed his
Leaving Honours year at Adelaide High School before going to Adelaide University. After gaining a four year
cadetship in the Physics Department headed by Roy Burdon, he graduated with a Science Degree (with Honours) in
1945. During his time at University he had also come under the wing of lecturer George Rayner Fuller?*. George was
an old friend of his father from his Adelaide High School and Adelaide University days.

The following provides insight into John's professional career as a nuclear physicist.

In 1946 John won an international scholarship which enabled him to travel to England to take a position in Professor
Marcus Oliphant's laboratory in Birmingham. At the time, the laboratory was primarily involved with the ground
breaking research and development of a Proton Synchroton, a nuclear particle (protons) accelerator.

Marcus Oliphant, found himself in 1943 at Oakridge supervising the business of transforming a laboratory
experiment into a large scale industrial process for isotope separation. As E.O. Lawrence’s deputy he was given the
ow! watch and “with little to do unless troubles developed” occupied his time by speculating on plans for his return to
Birmingham when war was over. He wrote a memo [1] to the Directorate of Atomic Energy, UK in which he proposed
a new method of acceleration: “Particles should be constrained to move in a circle of constant radius thus enabling
the use of an annular ring of magnetic field ... which would be varied in such a way that the radius of curvature
remains constant as the particles gain energy through successive accelerations by an alternating electric field applied
between coaxial hollow electrodes.”

PROTON SYNCHROTRONS

The first synchrotrons were electron machines but projects for proton synchrotrons aiming at energies above 1 GeV
were not far behind. Oliphant was back at the University of Birmingham in the shadow of the replica of the Siena
campanile which adorns that campus. He had made his bid early to construct a 1 GeV proton machine but he was
becoming bogged down in the red tape and lack of imagination which abounded in post war Britain. Europe was then
unused to big-science and much of his work force had to come from the graduate students in his department.

from: FIFTY YEARS OF SYNCHROTRONS E. J. N. Wilson, CERN, Geneva, Switzerland

24 George Fuller and Wybert Symonds both first played A Grade Cricket for the Adelaide University Cricket Club in the 1920/21
Season. Fuller debuted in Round 1 (Cap Number 98) and Symonds debuted in Round 2 (Cap Number 99). Ref: Author




Goopex, J. 5., H. H. Jensex and J. L. Svmonps: Theory of the Proton Synchrotron. Proe.

Roy. Soc. Lond. 59, 677 (1947). — The first paper published on proton synchrotron orbits.

The circular Proton Synchrotron was the smaller forerunner to the development of the massive Hadron Collider.
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ATOM RESEARCH
Mr. John Symonds
Bound for Britain

. Berri, May 20.

Mr. John Symonds, 22 years
of age, son of Mr. W. M. C.
Symonds (headmaster of the
Glossop High School) and Mrs.
Symonds, has been home spend-
ing a few days with hig par-
ents prior to leaving for over-
reas. John was educated at
Renmark, Pt. Lincoln and Ade-
laide High Schools and was for
four years a cadet in the physics
laboratory at the Adelaide Uni-
versity, doing research work In
nuclear physics. During 1945
ho ebtained a first class honours
degree in Science at the Ade-
laide University and wag later
appointed to the Radio Physics
Dept. of the CBSIR, Sydney.
Further success came his way
when he won a travelling schol-
arship which entitles him to go
to the Nuffield Laboratories,
Birmingham University, to con-
tinue hig studies in atomic en-
ergy under ‘the guidance of
Professor Oliphant.  John left
for Bydney, where he hopes to
obtain a berth about the middle
of June, s0 as to enable him to
be in Birmingham to continue
hig work In August.

In April 1948 while working at the Nuffield Laboratories with Professor Oliphant, John (24) married Marian Mary

Pearce (23) in Birmingham, Warwickshire England.

Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954).
Saturday 31 December 1949, page 3

WILL MEET
ATOMIC
SCIENTISTS

Adelaide University, vhmm
had been a lecturer for 28
gﬂ hndm-mwdhlmstudy

ﬁ' would leave with his wue
in the Ormonde next mon
sndaxpoctedwbannylboui
geven months.

National Library of Australia

'

Based on his research work with Oliphant he was awarded a doctor of philosophy degree.

Murray Pioneer (Renmark, SA: 1942 -
Sat 29 May 1948 / Page 1
THE ODD COLUMN

1950)

GLOSSOP H.8.
HEADMASTER’S SON
VISITS GLOSSOP, ENG.

-
D R. John L. Symonds, son of
the head master of the
| Glossop High School, who is
studying nuclear physicg at
| Birmingham Universily, recently
| spent a day at Glossop, England.
He was the guest of the head
master of the Dinting C. of K,
| Schoul (Mr. N. G. 1. Harrop)
| (here. Students of economics
class at our Glossop High School
| have. corresponded. with, Mr.
Harrop for a number o1t years.
These facts, together with a
photo of Mr. Symonds inspect-
ing a Glossop Iindustry werve
contained In a clipping from
“The Glossop Chronicle” sent to
Miss Peggy Cook, of Berrl, by
| 2 penfriend in Glossop, England,
With a population of 30,000, Eng-
land's Glossop is an Industrial
centre with large spinning mills.
John expected to be returning
to Australia in June, but it seemg
likely that his vigit may now be
extended.

Former Port Lincoln Boy
Gains Doctorate Of
Philosophy

Mr. John Symonds, a fprmar‘
gludent of the Port Lincoln High
Echeol, has obtained his Doctorate of |
Hﬂlmphy Mr. Symonds s ab
p-mnt working at Birmingham
(En7.}) with ‘Professor Marcus
Oliphint. He attended the high
echool about 12 yenru ago, when lis
father, Mr. W. M, C. Synonds, was
headmaster,

:
|




John and Family returned to Australia in 1958.
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On their return to Australia John was appointed to a senior position with the Australia Atomic Energy Commission
(AAEC). He also continued his association with Mark Oliphant at the Australian National University.

In 1962 John was invited by his father to speak to final year students at Adelaide Boys' High School.

ADELAIDE BOYS HIGH SCHOOL MAGAZINE 71962 5

ASSEMBLIES

3 We were shown more films at our next assembly, another combined gathet
ing, for high school Honours students. Dr. John Symonds, Chief of the Physics
Division at Lucas Heights Research Establishment, gave a very informative talk
on atomic power and an interesting peek behind the scenes at Lucas Heights.
(The fact that this brilliant scientist is the son of our Principal, we feel sure,
added to the honour of his visit.) He was introduced by Mr. C. A. Richards
(Superintendent of High Schools) who did not seem at all worried by speaking
into the microphone which was a foot higher than himself.

John was consulted by the Australian Government on many occasions, particularly in regard to the safety aspects
associated with the storage of and exposure to radioactive materials.

In 1979 as the Chief Scientist (Power & Energy) of the Australian Atomic Energy Commission Research Establishment,
John had the prime responsibility for the exhumation of plutonium from the "Airfield Cemetery" at Maralinga prior
to its safe return to the UK.

John retired from the AAEC shortly before his 1985 report into the British Atomic Testing at Maralinga in South
Australia was published. The publication exposed many shortcomings of the program.?®

John had two terms on the Council of the University of New South Wales and was an Honorary Fellow of the
Australian Institute of Physics

SYDNEY

E UNSW

Former Members of the Council

John Lloyd Symonds, 19691973, 19761981

Honorary Fellows of the Australian Institute of Physics

» John Symonds

25 DrJ. L. Symonds, A History of British Atomic Tests in Australia, Department of Resources and Energy, AGPS, April 1985




John passed away in November 2017 at the age of 93.

The Svdney Morning Herald Notices

John Lloyd SYMONDS

SYMONDS, John Lloyd.
2nd November, 2017
Late of Cronulla

Much loved husband of Marian, loved father of Peter
and Lesley. Adored grandfather and great
grandfather.

Aged 93 Years

A funeral service will be held at the Olsens Chapel,
172A Willarong Road, Caringbah on Wednesday, 8th
November, 2017 at 10.00am.

John was very proud of the family's Cornish heritage and was a very active member of the Cornish Heritage
Association of NSW.

VALE: Dr John ILloyd Symonds
23/12/1923 - 2 November, 2017.

Three members of our Association attended the
funeral at Olsens Chapel Caringbah on Wed 8

November. Thank you.
See below, a message read on behalf of the
Association.

Message about John Symonds

It is with great sadness that I, and those members
of the Cornish Association of NSW who knew John,
learnt about his death. In advising members of
this we have already received comments back
about his kindness and help to them.

John gave great service to the Association in the 3
decades he was a member, with his intellect and
typical thoroughness and tenacity in reseaching
Cornish links in the Cadia gold district and the
ground breaking work around Cobar and
Gilgunnia. The information he passed on from
these projects, and activities at Byng, forms a huge
component of the Association's web site historical
material today. It is accessed often by people
looking for clues about their history and ancestry.

John's love of his family, especially his Cornish
ancestors, shines through in his wonderful book,
'Which Francis Symonds? Cornish Oak or
Australian Eucalypt' (which is in our library).
Though born in South Australia he saw the wider
story when he joined our NSW group, for which we
are very thankful.

Alhways a gentleman, and keen to help, he is
remembered fondly and with thanks. Apologies
that Joy our President, and I, are not able to be in
Sydney. Our condolences to you, his other family
members, and his other friends. Chris Dunkerley
Hon. Secretary for the CANSW 8 November, 2017




Daughter - Ruth Caust Symonds (b1929)

Ruth was a brilliant student, with all but her final year of secondary education taken in country South Australian
schools. She completed Leaving Honours at Presbyterian Girls College in 1946 and then entered the Teacher's
Training College the following year. Also enrolling at Adelaide University, she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in 1950. She excelled in languages (in particular French), music and is an accomplished pianist.

The following provide a brief insight into her education, teaching career and life journey.

Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954)
Thu 8 Jan 1942 / Page 12

FORMER PORT LINCOLN GIRL

WINS SCHOLARSHIP

Ruth €ymonds, of Barmera,

has
been awarded an exhibition on the
results of the Qualifying examination.
Her father, Mr. W. M. C. Symonds,
was headmaster at the Port Lincoln

Murray Pioneer (Renmark, SA : 1942 - 195
Thu 22 Feb 1945 Page 1

Glossop High School stu-
dents have figured promin-
ently in scholarships award-
ed in connection with last
year's ex tions,
ing five Intermediate exhi-
bitions, a horticultural cadet-
ship, and a scholarship for
a course at Roseworthy Col-
lege.

In the Intermediates two were
won in comeptition with candi-
dates from metropolitan schools,
and three in the section reserved
for country pupils.

The winners were: Division 1
(for Country High Schools)—R
M. Herriot, J. V. Possingham,
Margaret J. Rofe.

Division II (Metropolitan or

High School for several years, and
left during 1941 to take up a similar
position at the new Barmera High
Schoo!

Country High Schools)—Aileen
J. Thompson, Ruth S. Symonds.
All are to the value of £20 per
annpum for two years.

RIVER SUCCESSES
IN LEAVING EXAM

= Prominent Places in
Credit Lists

Students attending River high
schooly gained a number of suc-
cesses In the Leaving examina-
tion, resulty of which were an-
nounced last week.  Outstand-
ing was the performance of
Aileen J. Thompson, of Glossop
High School, with five credits
among seven subjects gained,
including equal third in French.
Other notable performances in-
clude equal third place in French
among eight subjects to Huth
C¢. Symonds (Glossop ‘High
School), equal fifth Jn Mathe-
matics Il to Dean H. Plummer
| (Renmark Hlgh School), two
| credits in =mix subjects to R, M.
Herrlot (Glossop High School),
and elght subjects to Marjorie
Burns (Renmark High Schoal).
Among those who secured cer.
tificates were the following:—
Glossop High School—Audrey
M. Aird, Eg, F, Eh, Gg, Bk; R.
H. Andrew, BgQ. M1, M2, Pe, C;
Joan Bollenhagen, Eg, L, M1, M2,
C, Bt; ¥. E. Colby, EgQ, M1,
M2, Pe, C, Bt; Ron M, Herriot,
Bg, L, M1, M2, Pex, Cx; Henry
G. Pearson, Eg, Pe, C, Bt; Mar-
garet J. Rofe, Eg, L, F, M1, M2,
Pe: xShirley M, Stone, Eg, Eh,
Gg, Bk, 8; Ruth C. Bymonds,
Eg, L, Fx, M1, M2, Po, C, M;
Alleen J. Thompson, Eg, Lx,
Fx, M1x, M2, Pex, Cx; Laurence
J. Wyman, Eg, M1, M2, Pe, C,
Bt.

e - - weo_




Like her father, Ruth also dedicated her life to teaching. In 1950, after finishing Teacher's College and completing her
Arts Degree, she was appointed to Gawler High School.

Bunyip (Gawler, SA : 1863 - 1954),
Friday 17 February 1950, page 1

New Teachers at
High School.

Two new stafi members have
received  appointments to Gawler
High School—Miss Ruth Symonds
from the Teachers' College re-
places Miss | Pickering as teach-
er of languages and music: and
Mr. W. Davidson takes the place
.Of Mr. A. Lange as teacher of
iwoodwork  and  drawing.  Miss
Symonds is the daughter of Mr.
Wybert Symonds, Headmaster ol
'Glossop  High  School . Mr.
Davidson  spends Thursday and
Friday at Riverton High Schoo!

While teaching at Gawler High School, Ruth involved herself in community activities and was an active member of
the Choral Society.

Bunyip (Gawler, SA : 1863 - 1954),
Friday 2 June 1950, page 1

Second Soiree Next Week

At the second  soviree  of  the
Choral  Society, on Friday, June
9th., m addition to the programme
bemg prepared by guest artist
Frederick Williamson, Kathleen
Glastonbury and .\!Ian Giles, there
will he items Ly Ruth Symonds,
Noeleen Fidock and the choir,

Subscribers who have still to re-
affiliate are asked to do so with-
out delay.

In January 1950, Ruth became engaged to Max Birrell. Max was an aspiring Artist and Art Teacher at Mount Gambier
High and Technical School. He was also fine sportsman and was captain of North Gambier football team. He had
previously played with Sturt and Teachers College in Adelaide.

The Mail (Adelaide, SA: 1912
Sat 7 Jan 1950

BA. ENGAGED
TO ARTIST

"HE engagement is an-
- nounced of Ruth, daughte
of Mr. and Mrs. W, 40
Symonds, of G , to Max
son of Mr. and 8. N W

Ruth gained her Bachelor o
Arts degree last year, and Max
a young Adelalde artist, is a

resent .teaching at Moun
Ié'm' High a!nd Techn




In 1949 Max was commissioned to paint a mural for a wall in the Vice Chancellor's residence at the University of

Adelaide.

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954) Tue 24 Jan 1950 Page 5 PASSING BY

PASSING BY ..

Twenty
have transformed a area 13 Jt. long by 10 ft. deep into a pleas-
ing mural in the Vice-Chancellor’s residence al the Universit%i
the .Aie;/te‘;a’: ago 22-year-old SA artist Max Birrell began working out
duties as art teacher at Mount Gambier High and Technical Schools.
Next he painted a 4 ft. by 3 Jt. miniature of the completed design
in watercolors.

First process when Mr. Birrell got on to the wall job last month
was to size the plaster with a spec&l
ness coming through. Dampness has ruined some murals by old
masters, notably Michelangelo’s “Last Supper.”

Main feature of Mr. Birrell’s patnting‘ is a relief representation
of Australia. Mainland capital cities, eac eﬁ

g{oxkyscraf
n and transport <connections.
An aboriginal is striding across the “dead heart” of the continent.
At the top of the mural a two-masted barque is sailing amid heat
clouds and tropical storms, recalling the discovery of Australia.
Below are icebergs. Off SA is.a fishing boat with a fisherman
hauling in a net—the artist foresees big developments in fishing. Coral
reefs off Queensiand were “scraped on” by palette knife—an artist’s
fine knife which gives a rugged effect.

~-two Ib. of paint—mainly yellow, blue, green, and red—

He made hundreds of drawings in spare time from his

‘preparation to stop any damp-

( shown as a liltle cluster
ers, are linked with a ribbon symboiising their commumésa-

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), Tuesday 24 January 1950, page 15
Universily vice-chancellor
gets mural by S.A. artist

N

2-YEAR-OLD 5SA ARTISI

Max Birrell sits beneath his
recently completed mural paint-
ing in the vice-chancellor's resi-
dence at the Unmiversity, [t s
the first mural done in oils in
Adelaide for many years.




Ruth and Max Birrell were married in the Pirie St Methodist Church on 29th December 1951.

The Mail (Adelaide, SA: 1912 - 1954)
Sat 29 Dec 1951

TODAY

WEDDING ]

l'-‘x.';\‘s BRIDE M. Mad Bioel! ’amnﬂy uﬁ Slrmnmh. with {slandinge- ;
fram lefff—har huabiend, lvuftunaid Miss Myfawny David sad bart man M|
laa Nirre! '

Teachers in!
art married

lgn.l- will own In the
| arte,  Muth, l.ll’(ﬂ'l
of M and ML <
Symonoe  of et Flnr !
g Max, an of N oand
Mrry. I« w Werwl et
M bantd wore morrteel
Pleir  Blresn MNethodin
Uhis st Indlay

The wide, a DA gradisie!
of the Tmiveradty of Ade
Wyw  with  honore i
Preccl, lpcnver | pngvovees
el muke al U Cenlor
.m;n Bdwead, and b(u'.
'Wher  palxoiags wre be.d
reanlicg  se and meee
|l:n wii leathes art sb the
I Moars  Camiriey Wun |
.'&D‘r.l and the Ar..:l'.v
| Techiniral Belionl. |




Shortly after her marriage to Max, Ruth joined the staff of Mount Gambier Primary School as a temporary
replacement for another teacher who was on sick leave.

Border Watch (Mount Gambier, SA : 1861 - 1954),
Saturday 19 July 1952, page 7

School Notes

An_ outbreak of chicken pox,
has kept a number of children
avway from the Infant School,

The Infant Schoo! Mothers'
Clubd held a happy and succcess-
ful birthday party Iin the Rech-
abite Hall last Tuesday.

Mr=. Ruth Birrell has joined
the #*taff of the Primary School
for a short period, in place of
Mi== J, M. Burns, who is away
on ek leave,

Dressmmking teacher of the
Millicent EBEranch of the Tech-
nical School, Mi=s V, G, Huep-
pavss, hax resigned, and pluns
10 return 1o her weaple In
Tanunda., Her ’-lmwv will  Le
taken by Mi#= M, Burchard, of
the Mount Gambier Branch,

English classes for New Aus-
tralinns are now held regularly
three nights a  week ot the
Technical School —  advanced
on Thursday night, others on
Monday and Tuexday nights, A
fourth class i In the process
of being formed: it will be held
on Wednesday nights for those
who vpeak no English at all,

TAFF v STUDENTSN

The Staff team won the Siaff
v Students football match held
at the High SEchool on Wednes-
day by one paint, Half the Siafl
team was teachers, and B
Grade student footballers, The
Sludents team was the A Grade
team. Scores  were: Staft 4.5,
Students 4.4, The Headimrior
(Mr. A, H, Campbell) was
umpire,

Approximately 80 studentns
and teachers from Glos=op HIgh
School are scheduled to vixit
Mount Gambier on August 26
for & week, They will be bil-
leted with High School students
here, and will take paurt in
varions winter sports, ond de-
bates at the School,

Ruth was an accomplished pianist and while living in Mount Gambier performed at a Choral Society event in June
1952.

Border Watch (Mount Gambier, SA: 1861 - 1954) / Thu 26 Jun 1952 Page 9

WOMEN OUTSHINE MEN AT
CHORAL SOCIETY SOIREE

FIRST APPEARANCE FOR 1952

The women, the men would probably not mind|
admitting, gave the star performances at the suc-
cessful “First Soiree of 1952 given by the Mount
Gambier Choral Society at Christ Church Hall on
Monday night.

CHOIR WORK

Superior in numbers, the
women gave the choir much
of its strength. The men
would be heiped by an extra
tenor or two. The women also
seemed to be surer of their
technique.

Piano items were given by
Bertha and Jean McDonald
(mother and daughter duet)
who gave a spirited rendition
of “March From The Nut-
cracker Suite” (Tschaikow-
sky!), and by Ruth Birrvell
who gave a forceful attack
to Bach's “Prelude In A
Minor” and “Gigue.”




Ruth also played basketball (netball) for the North team but unfortunately was unavailable for the 1952 Grand Final.

Border Watch (Mount Gambier, SA : 1861 - 1954),
Thursday 11 September 1952, page 13

BASKETBALL

GRAND
FINALS

Grand finals will be played
in il grades of Association
Basketball on Saturday. The
three matches will be played
ut the High School and will
begin at 1.30 pm.

‘The draw §s:-

A GRADE

North v  CYWA, High
School court 1, 130, Jis,
Nunan.

B GRADE

High School 1+ v North,
High School comt 2, 1.30,
Miss Bodey.

C GRADE

High School (31 v Postal,
High School cowrt 3, 1.30,
Mr. Nunan. .

On past performances
North should win the A
Grade premicrship, but
CYWA put ur such a gond
fight against West last week
that the mateh is by no
means a foregone conclus-
fon. North are a splendid
combination with perhaps
one weak link, having lost
their centre Ruth irvell
owing to school holidays,
When last thesc teams met,
the result was a draw. With
lart  Suturday’s success 1o
spur them on, CYWA will he
keen to win. It promises to
be a close and fast match,

Late in 1952, Ruth and Max departed Mount Gambier for the UK and Europe, where he was furthering his study of
art. Ruth, who had only recently joined the staff of the High School, had to resign after one term.

Border Watch (Mount Gambier, SA: 1861 - 1954)

Sat 29 Nov 1952 Page 1

| ART TEACHER TO SPEND
YEAR ABROAD

Mr. Max Birrell, Art Teacher at the Mount
Gambier Technical School for the past four years,
will sail for the United Kingdom and Europe on
Chestmas Eve for a year's study of art overseas. He
wili be accompanied by his wife.

Mr. and Mrs. Birrell willjtonr sia the art galleries of the

leave Mount Gambier on De-|tountries they vialt
Returning 1o London in time
cember 16, after the High|, S5 Sl nion, thes  will

S;:l:‘)glnlvel'c“: \':riil(‘:..tha(‘r:l"i ;‘;’:' llt.rn ‘;our Scotiand, Wales and
£ wee <! Ireland, :
ents in Advlaide before While nway, Mr. Bircell hopes
boarding the Stratheden, to study under Sir Russell Wil-
Ner will 0. straicht 16 Birm- ltam Fiint, probably one ol the
InIhl:iu ‘wh:re Mrs, Bitrells |y famous_portrait paipters in
e T Juhi Eaarde b wOrid: whole plisa & Briicier
works as o neoclear physicist poaadoan < 2
he was und!-r Professor Marvus 7 ey yvear overseas, Mr. and
OHphnt for n time, ;\\!r.«. u;rr:-:l)rm return 1o South

After taking o tlat in London, Austrolia: Mre,. Rirrell will re-
Mr Bireeil W contsert Vh Wity Sume tenching i Adelaide,
the Hoyal Academy Art School
tor srudy, and also Hhe Kensing- e ol Gooe
ton At School  and  others,  SRASTR .
where, in addition to learning =W
Adpesct= ol art, be sl aldo siedy
feavhing methiods,

Purix will be thelr pex| centry
far  stindy,  followed  baer by
SEwilzerhiond, Tinky, Spain, Den-
mark, Norway and Fweden, My
oand Mrs, Fhrredh willh mitks- their

MR. HIRRELL |




In June 1954 Ruth and Max had a son Nicholas. They returned home to Adelaide in October and Ruth later obtained
a position at St Aloysius College.

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954)
Friday 18 June 1954, page 12
Artist Max Birrell and his
Bt o o Wadmesiay
‘Ill‘ldt two years ago. vm
tour Scotland before sailing

&

Ruth was appointed to be a senior mistress when Scotch College first became a co-educational college in 1972.

1972 The Year of the Girls

Celebrating 25 years of Co-education

‘I'his photo was taken in ‘lerm 1. 1972, and shows most of the girls at Scotch in that first year of co-cducation.

Back row, I to r: Sally Lyons, Maureen Ritchie, Simone Wiedenbach, Zoe Judy Anderson, Sue Kelly, Meredith, Green, Julie Karas, Helen Archibald, Caroline Baker, Angela Harrison, Karyn Powell, Kate Nicholls, Wendy Remilton, Lisa Ingerson,
Sue Correll, Michelle Raison, Unidentified, Margaret Camens, Julie Bowker, Trelesa Weatherald.

Third row, I to r: Debbie Mullins, Christine Gent, Fiona Knappstein, Elizabeth Paltridge, Fiona Kerr, Anne Taylor, Kate Gilmore, Annabel Fay, Edwina Hamilton, Gay Hanlon, Kirsty Cockburn, Meriel Reavley, Diane Cassidy, Stroma Humble, Diana Lyons,
Penny Minchin-King, Mandy Laburn, Mandy Gibbs, Bambi Wellington.

Second row, I to r: Sue Parsons, Sue Smaniotto, Fiona Roche, Jacqueline Klap, Lynette Curtis, Mrs Ronda Conigrave, Mrs Ruth Lumbroso, Ms Andrea Schutz, Mr Philip Roff (Headmaster). Mrs Ruth Birrell (Senior Mistress), Mrs Vicki Hiscock, Latha
Neighbour, Peta Osborne, Andrea Short, Nadia Dinning, Peany Pollard, Katrina Stadler, Eunice Beverley.

Front row, I to r: Kirsty Wilson, Jo-anne Kennedy, Virginia Kinnear, Sara Gribble, Lynda Barclay, Kristie Chinner, Gina Neighbour, Ann Firman, Julie Mason, Vicky Short, Julie Roeger, Peg Lemmey, Leigh de Zwart, Prue Jay, Unidentified, Mary Duncan,
Helen Rice, Mandy Powell, Cyathia Love, Julia Tahourdin, Alison Dunn.

Not present in this photo: Toni Griffin

Ruth Birrell (2nd Row - centre of picture)

In the 1980s Ruth was appointed Principal of Wilderness School for Girls and one of her initiatives was to introduce
rowing as a sport at the school. They became one of the most successful school rowing clubs. In 2019 Ruth had a
boat named in her honour to recognise her legacy to rowing at the school.

" Over the years, the Wilderness
Rowing club has certainly
grown in size and popularity,
yet the club still holds its
traditions strong and true. Ruth
Birrell was the Principal when
rowing was first introduced

at Wilderness, her legacy
and impact lives on in the
Wilderness boat shed today
with the second Vlii fleet
named in her honour. "

Wilderness Times #84 April 2019




During her time at Wilderness, Wybert had made funds available for a scholastic prize. Ruth insisted it be called the
"W.M.C. Symonds Prize" to provide an enduring link between the public school system that both Wybert and Jean

had championed and her own private school.

Ruth also found time to assist new migrants to Adelaide and was a teacher of English in the home tutor scheme.

[Ruth Birrell of Medindie teaching English to
Szlata and Milan Dadasovic at home]

12th October 1988

B 708695/10

Home Tutor Scheme. Pictured left to right: Mrs Dadasovic,
Ruth Birrell (Teacher) and Mr Dadasovic.

(State Library of SA - Courtesy of Messenger Press)

Biographical booklet researched and authored by:
Robert Martin O'Shannassy
Adelaide University Football Club / Adelaide University Cricket Club

WW1 Memorial Committee
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Appendices

Family Tree - Wybert Milton Caust Symonds

= knight Family Treev = 2 Tree Search 1 fknight167

Wybert Milton Caust Symonds

BIRTH 7 NOV 1897 - Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust
DEATH 4 AUG 1984 - Flinders University Hospital, SA AUS

LifeStory Facts Gallery

Facts Sources Family

Name and gender v Ancestry Sources Parents
1897 1 Birth o ) John Symons
(aGE) | 7 NOV 1897 « Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust 2Sources BRAl) /ncestry Family Trees s

Amelia CAUST
1913 Death of Father John Symons (1841-1913) 1

o ; 1854-1942

15 23 SEP 1913 « Chain of Ponds, South Australia, Australia <771 Ancestry Family Trees

Siblings v

1914 1 Military : Spouse & Children

17 1914-1920 « Adelaide, South Australia 1Source Ancestry Family Trees

Daphne Jean White
1899-1968
1921 1 Death of Brother Harry Francis Clifford SYMONDS (1895-
"% Australia Birth Ind
s || 1921) ] ) 1:;;;2 MG g RachelJean SYMONDS
1 MAR1921 = 1925-1934

1922 Marriage D Australia Marriage Index, j; Private

2 30 DEC 1922+ South Australia 1788-1949

St Mark's Church of England Maylands. (No reception) a 3
. . Australia, World War I .. Private
g Diphne JaaniWhite 1'Sotiros [ | Military Service Records,
(1899-1968) o

1925 1  Birth of Daughter Rachel Jean SYMONDS (1925-1934) m— ) )

a7 29 JUL 1925 Australia, WWI Service

Records, 1914-1920

1934 Death of Daughter Rachel Jean SYMONDS (1925-1934)
3 28 JUL 1934  Renmark, SA, Aust Q Search on Ancestry

1942 Death of Mother Amelia CAUST (1854-1942)
e 19 Sep 1942 « Adelaide, South Australia, Australia

1966 Death of Brother John Gumma Crocker SYMONS (1888-1966)
69 1966

1968 1 Death of Wife Daphne Jean White (1899-1968)
70 28 MAY 1968 » East, Victoria

1984 Death
8 4 AUG 1984 « Flinders University Hospital, SA AUS

Occupation

secondary school teacher and head master




1841
AGE]

1886
a5

1888

knight Family Tree v

Family Tree - John Symonds and Amelia Caust

27 Tree Search
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John Symons

BIRTH 17 OCT 1841 « Nanker Enoder, Cornwall, Eng.

onds, South Australia, Australia

Facts

Name and gender~

Birth Family

17 QCT 1841 « Nankervis, 5t Enoder, Cornwall, Eng. Parents

Francis SYMONS

Birth of Brother Henry SYMONS (1843-1848) X e
& Jul 1843 » St Enoder, Cornwall, England

2 Thomasine CROCKER
Birth of Brother Thomas Symons (1844-1904) 1808-18%1
1844 . St Enoder, Cormnwall, England o

Siblings ~
Birth of Brother Charles SYMONS (1846-1540) Spouse & Children

21 May 1846 « St Enader, Comwall, England Aenalin CAUST

1854-1942
Death of Brother Henry SYMONS (1843-1848)
1848 » South Australla, Australia z Bessie Clarice
SYMONS
1836-1387
Birth of Brother Joseph SYMONS (1850~ 1886)

23 Mar 1850 « Adelaide, South Australia, Australia 1 John Gummas

Crocker SYMONS
Death of Mother Thomasine CROCKER (1808-1861) R
17 DEC 1861 « Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust

1 Anne Evelyn Amelia

SYMONDS
Death of Father Francis SYMONS (1796-1885) 1890-1803
13 MAR 1885 « Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust
1 Alma Thomasine

Mary SYMONDS.

1852-1295

Birth of Daughter Bessie Clarice SYMONS (1886-
1987)
S SEP 1886 » Chain of Ponds, 5A, Aust
l Hedley William:
Symonds
Death of Brother Joseph SYMONS (1850-1886) 1863-1893
1886 « Kaniva, Victoria, Australia

l Claude James
Garfield SYMONDS
1884-1202

Birth of Son John Gumma Crocker SYMONS (1888-

1966)

20CT 1288 - Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust

1 Harry Francis
Clifford SYMONDS

Birth of Son Anne Evelyn Amelia SYMONDS (1890- 1528

1833)

1890+ Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust n Wybert Milton
Caust Symonds
1267-1584

Birth of Daughter Alma Thomasine Mary
SYMONDS (1892-1895)
1892 « Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust

Birth and Death of Son Hedley William
Symonds (1893-1893)
4 May 1893 « Chain of Ponds, South Australia, Australia

Death of Son Anne Evelyn Amelia SYMONDS (1550~
1893)
1893« infant

Birth of Son Claude James Garfield
SYMONDS (1894-1928)
14 APR 1894 « Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust

Birth of Son Harry Francis Clifford
SYMONDS (1895-1921)
18 DEC 1895 « Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust

Death of Daughter Alma Thomasine Mary
SYMONDS (1892-1895)
1895 - Infant

Birth of Son Wybert Milton Caust Symonds (1897-
1984)
T NOWV 1897 » Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust

Death of Half-Brother William Gummow
Symonds (1831-1900)
25 Dec 1900 - Townsville, Queensland, Australia

Death of Brother Thomas Symons (1844-1904)
20 Jul 1904 - Coolgardie, Western Australia, Australia

Death of Half-Sister Ellen Symonds (1836-1906)
1906

Death of Half-Brother Francis Francis
Symonds (1829-1307)
1907-06-23 « Inglewood, Victoria, Australia

Death
23 SEP 1913 « Chaln of Ponds, South Australia, Australla

= knight Family Tree v

1854
{AGE)

1881

1882

1886
32
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1890

1891
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1893

1894
a0

1895
a1

1895
a1

1897
a3

1913

1921

1942
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Amelia CAUST

BIRTH 10 MAR 1854 - Chain of Ponds, South Australia, Australia
DEATH 19 SEP 1942 « Adelaide, South Australia, Australia

Facts Sho
Family
Name and gender v
Parents

Birth z James Phillips Caust

10 MAR 1854 « Chain of Ponds, South Australia, Australia 1815-1881

Death of Father James Phillips Caust (1815-1881) z Ann Clogg

1813-1882

13 May 1881 » Chain of Ponds, South Australia, Australia

Spouse & Children

Death of Mother Ann Clogg (1813-1882)
1882 « Chain of Ponds, South Australia, Australia z

Birth of Daughter Bessie Clarice SYMONS (1886-
1987)

John Symons
1841-1913

1 Bessie Clarice

SYMONS

9 SEP 1886 » Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust \526-1087
Birth of Son John Gumma Crocker SYMONS (1888- 1 John Gumma
Crocker SYMONS
1966)
1228-1966

9 OCT 1888 « Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust

Birth of Son Anne Evelyn Amelia SYMONDS (1890~
1893)
1890 + Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust

1 Anne Evelyn Amelia

SYMONDS
1800-1893

1 Alma Thomasine

Birth of Daughter Anne Evelyn Amelia
Symonds (1891-1893)
30 Dec 1891 » Chain of Ponds, South Australia, Australia

Mary SYMONDS
1892-1895

1 Hedley William

Birth of Daughter Alma Thomasine Mary
SYMONDS (1892-1855)

1892 « Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust 1

Death of Daughter Anne Evelyn Amelia
Symonds (1891-1893)
30 Jan 1893 « Chain of Ponds, South Australia, Australia

Birth and Death of Son Hedley William

Symonds
1803-1893

Claude James
Garfield SYMONDS
18041028

1 Harry Francis

Clifford SYMONDS
1895-1921

Symonds (1893-1893) | Voot Mitten
- - 8 Caust Symonds
4 May 1893 « Chain of Ponds, South Australia, Australia 1897-1964

Death of Son Anne Evelyn Amelia SYMONDS (1890~
1893)
1893« infant

Birth of Son Claude James Garfield
SYMONDS (1894-1988)
14 APR 1894 » Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust

Birth of Son Harry Francis Clifford
SYMONDS (1895-1921)
18 DEC 1895 » Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust

Death of Daughter Alma Thomasine Mary
SYMONDS (1892-1895)
1895 « Infant

Birth of Son Wybert Milton Caust Symonds (1897-
1984)
7 NOV 1897 « Chain of Ponds, SA, Aust

Death of Husband John Symons (1841-1913)
23 SEP 1913 » Chain of Ponds, South Australia, Australia

Death of Son Harry Francis Clifford
SYMONDS (1895-1921)
1MAR 1921

Death

19 Sep 1942 » Adelaide, South Australia, Australia
1 Source




In Memoriam- The Old Colonists

South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900).
Saturday 28 March 1883, page 3

OBITUARY.

Tux Lare Mn, F. Sywoxps, J.P.—On |
g g hmog . e i B
sin o a very old an [
colonist. Mr. Francis Symounds, who
the ripe age of 90 on the 5th November
last. Mr. 8 came to this colony with
his wife and eleven as in
1848 by the ship Navarino, After in FHOMASINE SY M6
Adelaide six months he removed to Chain of S IR e CX A
Ponds, where he continned to reside until his ; el o
decease. He took an active part in district P D .
matters, was member and Chairman of Para i
Wirra Council for many years, and also took
great interest in political affairs and in every-
thing pertaining to the wellbeing of the
neighbourhood. Fifteen years his name
was placed on the Commission of the Peace,
He was o member of the Bible Christian
Church, for m::s years filling the offices of
local preacher Circuit steward., For the
few years he had been unable, owing to
is advanced years, to get about. He only
kejt to his two or three days. The
deceased was buried last Sunday at Chain of
Ponds in the presence of a larve number of
people, the settlers aroand thus testifying
the& respect. The Rev. R. Lang conducted
the funeral service, assisted by Revs T.
l\'e:rcoo {Baptist) and T. Edmeades (Wes-
evan

ej@y eJ/T(I/ lies

FRANCIS SYMONDS — 'THE
AMADEUS’

Francis Symonds came to South Australia in
1848 on the Ship "Navarino’ at Plymouth and
took up land at Chain of Ponds. All 13 of the
family arrived on November 10th 1848, after 99
days at sea. The first Bible Christian Methodist '
services in the district were held in his old farm ’

ottt - (O [ rang
foundation stone. 184&'7 .)/rrl()r](Y
phgaged L 1¢

Francis Symonds was a local preacher, Justice of
the Peace and Chairman of the Para Wirra
District council for over 30 years. Few men In the
district were better known. Like many others in
the early days of the colony, he used to make
wine, and had It at table meals. Reverand R
Lang, one of the ministers wrote “He was, taken all round, one of the finest men [ have
known: a gentiemen of striking appearance. If a stranger were to meet him walking
down Rundie Street he would pause to iook at him, walk on and turn around again to see
him®. In his youthful days, being a man of great physical strength and endurance, he
amused himself by engaging in wrestling matches, at which he excelled. He lived until he
was ninety years of age.
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Frantis Symonds 90yrs

Herbert Jolly 10 days

pant, 1887
Amy Thomesina Symonds 19yrs
James Caust 39yrs

1893
¢ edleyWilliam Symonds 3trs -
At Evelyn Amelia Symonds 3yrs Inffis
i ‘ﬁlma'nnmmineMnry Symonds 13mths

1894
Mated Jessic Ward 7yra
JFrances Ann Williams 61 yrs
ames Phillips Caust 7Byrs

¥ 1896
= James Ward 48yrs

Centrods Mabed Williams 14y7s
1913
<+ Jotm Symonds 71yrs
* William Ryall 78yrs
VMam Henry Jolly 68yrs

South Australian Reqgister (Adelaide : J - 1900)

= DEATH.

SYMONDS.—On_the 16th December, at Rose-
dale Farm, Chain of Ponds, Thomasine, the wife
of Mr. Francis Symonds, ﬂ:ul 55 vears,

N
\ Wt

South Australian Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1893),
Saturday 27 July 1893, page 9

DEATH OF AN OLD COLONIST.

‘ Our Chain of Punds correspondent reports on
Juiy 24:—Mr, James Caust, an old and
| respected resident of Chain of Ponds, died on
| Saturday as the age of 50. He came to the
‘ colony in the ship Rucovery in 1824, and imme-
diaielv started business us a blucksmith in

Currie-strect, opposite the Bank of Aus-
tm{anin. ’Inllsil.: he re-mo\]-'ed to ?mﬂMm
1 - 1922 and  started business there, building
Express and Telesraph {Ad::lmde: SA 178 67 - 1922). Nelson's Vietory Hotel.  In 1855 he removed
Menday 16 May 1881, page 2 to Chain of Pondg, whers he remained to his
dearh, snd engoged in farming pumsuits.  ge
. DIED. subsequently built a Llacksmith and wheel-
CAUST.—On the i3th Msy, st Ohsin of wright's ¢hop.  In 1583 he took a trip to Eng-
Pundlls.&.nn, fke beloved wife of James Caust, land and another three years later, receivin
B years. A colonist of forby-two years much benetit thereby, He leaves one son
:g;dlhip Rzcovery). Hespeoted by all who threo  daughters, 40 mdchxldrgn, and 18
kpew her. i‘geat.-gr children, gecond wife survives
M.
National Library of Australia National Library of Australia




From G.U.

"I was caned by W for helping a boy in his first-year mid-term exam, | gave him the answers to a simple maths
question. | received two handers and | only received the cane from W because Tom Brown was away (thank god) . W
told me he rarely caned any boys, so | could say | was one of the privileged!?

From M.M.

"I was a Prefect at ABHS in 1960/61...have no anecdotes to add...my memory of him being a very fine, impressive
and respectful gentleman."

Symonds, Wybert Milton Caust v.3




