
 

 
Lieut. Theodore Norman Stoate 

 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club:  B grade (1914-15) A Grade (1915) 

Degree: BSc. (Forestry – 1918)  

Diploma of Forestry (Oxon, 1931) 

MSc. (1934), DSc. (1953) 



 

 

Background 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive 

behind the series of biographical publications is the Adelaide 

University Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our 

players who served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These 

brave men put on hold their academic, professional and 

sporting careers for King and Country in the name of peace 

and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee is 

endeavouring to identify every one of our players who 

served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their 

sacrifices and further contributions to society will be 

recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University 

Oval Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a 

picket fence between the pavilion and the scoreboard with 

each picket bearing a plaque with the name of an 

AUFC/AUCC player who served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Theodore 

Norman Stoate. It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
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The AIF Project 

 

https://aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=289324 

 

Theodore Norman STOATE 

 

Regimental number 11110 

Place of birth Adelaide South Australia 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Student 

Address Prospect Road, Prospect, South Australia 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 21 

Next of kin Mother, Mrs B. Stoate, same address 

Enlistment date 20 December 1915 

Date of enlistment from Nominal Roll 7 January 1916 

Rank on enlistment Driver 

Unit name S.T25.16.3C25 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A19 Afric on 9 

June 1916 

Regimental number from Nominal Roll Commissioned 

Rank from Nominal Roll Lieutenant 

Unit from Nominal Roll 35th Battalion 

Fate Returned to Australia 10 September 1917 

 

 

  

https://aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=289324


 

Service Record 
 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8089792 

 

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8089792


 

Published Biography 
 

Australian Dictionary of Biography 
 

Biography - Theodore Norman (Bill) Stoate 
by Jenny Mills 

 

 

Theodore Stoate 
Date Unknown 

Photo supplied by Murray Stoate 
 
 

Theodore Norman Stoate (1895-1979), forester, was born on 13 January 1895 at Stepney, Adelaide, son of Alfred 
Thorne Stoate, draper, and his wife Bessie, née Haskins. 'Bill', as he was nicknamed, attended the Collegiate School 
of St Peter and studied forestry at the University of Adelaide (B.Sc., 1918; M.Sc., 1934; D.Sc., 1953). On 20 December 
1915 he suspended his course and enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force. In March 1917 he was commissioned 
and posted to the 35th Battalion on the Western Front. He was gassed at Messines, Belgium, in June and invalided 
home; at this time his hair turned prematurely white. Lieutenant Stoate's A.I.F. appointment terminated in Adelaide 
on 14 January 1918. 
 
After graduating, Stoate joined the Forestry Commission of New South Wales in 1919. Three years later he was 
seconded to the Forests Department, Western Australia, for six months. He was to stay there for thirty-one years. In 
1923 he was appointed assistant working plans officer; by 1927 he was assistant conservator to S. L. Kessell. On 7 
July 1924 at St Mary's Church of England, Busselton, he had married Marion Frances Josephine Brockman; they had 
two sons before she died in 1930. Awarded a (Sir) Russell Grimwade scholarship that year, he sailed for England and 
entered the University of Oxford (Dip.For., 1931). 
 
Back in Western Australia, Stoate investigated suspected nutrient deficiencies in Pinus radiata and Pinus pinaster 
plantations. When he observed trees near a wire fence thriving more than others, he deduced that they did so 
because zinc from the fence had leached into the soil. He subsequently found that 'irregular and abnormal' growth 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/uploads/obituaries/11775/stoate.gif


 

was due to a lack of superphosphate and minor elements. In 1939-40 he was seconded to the Woods and Forests 
Department, South Australia. Returning to Perth, he served as deputy-conservator (1941-45) and conservator (1946-
53). 
 
A solitary, academic widower, Stoate disliked the hurly-burly of political manoeuvring and detested what he called 
'pannikin bosses'. He was happiest in the bush. Even there he always wore a neat suit and polished boots. Once, 
after a day's work, he helped to fight a karri wildfire. Removing his jacket and braces, and using his tie as a belt, he 
borrowed a shovel and toiled all night beside a bulldozer to build a fire-line. He returned to his office early in the 
morning. The bulldozer driver later asked: 'who was that old bugger swamping for me last night—he wasn't bad!' 
 
The royal commission into forestry and timber matters reported in 1952 that 'the forest policy of the State is 
considered to be sound in principle, and soundly administered'. Nevertheless, after pressure from some timber 
merchants and a change of government, the new Labor minister and former forests department draftsman H. E. 
Graham did not renew Stoate's appointment in 1953. 
 
Stoate became an international forestry consultant. Between 1963 and 1971 he held a series of research positions at 
the college of forestry, University of Washington, Seattle, United States of America. He encouraged young Australian 
foresters to undertake postgraduate study at the university, helped many with their research, and often treated 
them to a hearty steak and a pint. In Perth and at Seattle he lived in a sparse hotel room. At the age of 70 he still 
bounded joyfully up four flights of stairs to his office. Survived by one son, he died on 12 April 1979 at Busselton, 
Western Australia, and was buried in Karrakatta cemetery, Perth. Eucalyptus stoatei was named after him. 
 
Citation details 
 
Jenny Mills, 'Stoate, Theodore Norman (Bill) (1895–1979)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of 
Biography, Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/stoate-theodore-norman-bill-
11775/text21061, published first in hardcopy 2002, accessed online 18 November 2017. 
 
This article was first published in hardcopy in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 16, (MUP), 2002 
 
 

Additional Biography  
 
As the biography above and the obituary at the end of this document give many details of Bill’s life and work, the 
profile below will mainly add some details of Bill’s early life, time at Adelaide University plus relevant newspaper 
articles and photographs. 
 

Early Life 
 
Theodore Norman Stoate (Bill) was born on the 13th of January 1895 the son of Alfred Thorne Stoate and Bessie 
Haskins, at Stepney, Adelaide. He was baptised at All Souls', St. Peters, SA on the 4th of April 1895. His siblings were 
Reginald Thorne (1888), Amy Lilian (1888) and Veda (1897). Bill’s father was a draper.  
 

Schooling 
 
Bill attended North Adelaide Public School where he passed his Primary Examinations in 1908. He then attended St 

Peter’s College, Adelaide in 1909 and 1910, passing his Junior Examinations in 1909 and Senior Examinations in 1910. 

He spent two years in the Junior Naval Cadets and two years in the Senior Cadets. 

 

University 
 
Bill commenced studying toward a Bachelor of Science in forestry at Adelaide University in 1912. He suspended his 
studies in December 1915 to enlist in WWI. 
 
 



 

University Sport 
Football 

Bill played football for Adelaide University in the B Grade in both 1914 and 1915. He was a member of the B Grade 

team, which won the Adelaide Students’ Association Premiership in 1914. In 1915 Bill also played some games for 

the A grade in the Amateur League. 
 

1914 – Adelaide University B Grade - Adelaide Students’ Association Premiers 

 

T.N. Stoate – Back Row – 2nd from Left (of those in guernseys) 
(Note back row has 10 names for 12 people - Identification of Stoate is based in part on the known position of Harry Pomroy – the shortest 

member of the back row) 

 

In late July 1915 Bill kicked 17 goals from 17 shots playing for the ‘Varsity B’s. (Still an AUFC all grades record - equal 

with Tony "The Ox" Ravesi in the 1960s) 

 

World War I 
 
Bill enlisted on the 7th of January 1916 (SN 11110) and listed his mother Bessie Stoate of Prospect Road, Prospect, as 

his next-of-kin. He was a month short of 21 years, 5’ 9½“, 148 lbs, with a fair complexion, hazel eyes and fair hair. He 

enlisted as a Private but by the 16th of March 1916, he was a Driver in the No 4 Coy Div Train. He embarked onboard 

the HMAT A19 Afric on the 9th of June 1916 and arrived at Southampton on the 24th of July 1916. He joined No 4 

Officer Cadet Battalion at Oxford and was appointed a Second Lieutenant on the 9th of March 1917. 

 

On the 14th of March 1917, Bill proceeded overseas to Etaples, France from Tidsworth, UK and was taken on the 

strength of the 9th Infantry Brigade. ‘On the night of the 31st of March 1917, in company with 2nd Lieut. S.G.B. 



 

Wigginton and Sergt. D. Short, he entered the enemy trenches and remained 20 minutes during which time German 

literature was placed in conspicuous position.’ The G.O.C. 9th Inf Bde congratulated Bill by having the quoted 

“Laudatory” placed on his service record. 

 

On the 2nd of June 1917 Bill was wounded but remained on duty. On the night of the 2nd of June 1917 Bill was 

wounded (gassed), however he remained on duty until the 22nd of June 1917. He was sent back to England on the 6th 

of July 1917. In the cable reporting that Bill was wounded he is noted as being with the 35th Battalion (late 25th Army 

Service Corps). He had myalgia, mild. On 25th of June 1917 he was appointed a Lieutenant. 

 

 
 

 
 

Bill, having been declared medically unfit for further active service was repatriated back to Australia on the 10th of 

September 1917 onboard the HMAT A38 Ulysses and arrived on 9th of November 1917. Bill was placed on the 

Reserve of Officers and granted a half-pension of £2 per fortnight from 1st of January 1918 for six months.  

 

Career and Family Life 
 
Bill returned to his studies at Adelaide University in 1918 and graduated B.Sc. (Forestry) in December 1918. He then 
joined the New South Wales Forestry Department, staying there until 1922 when he was ‘lent’ to the Western 
Australian department for six months. 
 
Bill remained in WA and on the 7th of July 1924, at St Mary's Church of England, Busselton, he married Marion 
Frances Josephine Brockman. The couple lived at 13 Regent Street, Mt Lawley and had two sons, Hugh Thorne Stoate 



 

(b 22nd of February 1927) and John Thorne Stoate (b May 1930). Tragically Bill’s wife passed away on the 9th of June 
1930 at Perth, WA aged just 33 years. 
 

 

In June 1930 Bill was awarded the Russell Grimwade scholarship. He travelled to Melbourne on the Western Express 

on the 23rd of August 1930 but was back in Adelaide before the 31st of August when he left on the ‘Esperance Bay” 

for Perth (4th Sep) and then for London. He studied at the Imperial Forestry Institute, Oxford, UK and was to travel in 

Germany, France, Spain, Portugal and Mediterranean ports. Bill’s two young sons would have remained in Australia 

with extended family as they were not on the passenger list of the “Ionic’ for Bill’s returned to Australia in December 

1931. 

         



 

 

  



 

In April 1933, Bill was living at 13 Regent Street, Mt Lawley and was driving a De Soto car. He became acting State 

Conservator of Forests in December 1933 when Mr. S. L. Kessell left for Sydney on loan to the NSW Government.  

 

Bill completed a thesis on pine establishment experimentation in Western Australia and was awarded his Master of 

Science from Adelaide University in December 1934. He was acting Conservator of Forests again in 1936 when Mr. S. 

L. Kessell was on loan again, this time to New Zealand for two months. By 1937, Bill was living at Busselton, WA and 

was driving a Pontiac.  
 

Bill enlisted as a Private (SN W82137) at Bunbury, WA on the 16th of June 1942. His WWII record is not yet open to 

the public. His 15-year-old son, Hugh Stoate, was listed as his next-of-kin. 
 

In January 1944 Bill was elected president of the Institute of Foresters of Australia and in January 1946, he was 

appointed Conservator of Forests for WA.  
 

Bill was selected to represent WA at the fifth British Empire Forest Conference in England in June 1947. 

 

 

T.N. Stoate – At Left 

 



 

July 1947 

 

In 1949, a series of articles about forestry were written by Bill and published in the ‘Western Mail’ and later that year 

he hosted the interstate forestry conference in Perth. 

December 1949 - Forestry Conference - Perth 

 

T.N. Stoate – Seated 



 

In May 1951, Bill gave evidence before Geoffrey J. Rodger, the Royal Commissioner on Western Australian Forests 

and Timber and a fellow Adelaide University graduate in forestry. 
 

May 1951 

 

T.N. Stoate and G.J. Rodger 

In September 1952 Bill hosted and international forestry conference in WA with delegates coming from 18 countries 

to study the WA eucalypt.  

September 1952 

 

T.N. Stoate – Second from Left 



 

Bill was awarded the degree of Doctor of Science from Adelaide University in April 1953. In October 1953 he was 

succeeded as Conservator of Forests by A.C. Harris, B.Sc. 

 

Bill became an international forestry consultant. Between 1963 and 1971, he held a series of research positions at 
the College of Forestry, University of Washington, Seattle, United States of America.  
 
Sadly, Bill’s elder son Hugh passed away on the 6th of May 1966, aged only 39 years. 

 
Death 
 
Theodore Norman Stoate died at Busselton (Western Australia) on 12th  of April 1979, in his eighty-fifth year. 
 
The obituary below was published in Australian Forestry 1979 Vol. 42 No 2, pp. 61–62. 
 

 

 



 

Obituary 
 
Theodore Norman Stoate 
 
Theodore Norman Stoate (Bill to his many friends) died at Busselton (Western Australia) on 13th of April 1979, in his 
eighty-fifth year. 
 
His passing will be felt, not only by those of his contemporaries who are scattered throughout Australia, but also by 
younger foresters, whom he taught in New South Wales and in Western Australia, and of whom many held 
important positions in Australian forestry. 
 
Although a somewhat diffident, or perhaps merely shy man, Stoate had an uncanny knack of encouraging and 
inspiring his colleagues and also those who served under him. 
 
Forestry was his life and he never spared himself in its cause. 
 
He was born in South Australia in 1895, and his early background commenced, after a period of secondary education 
at St. Peter’s College in Adelaide, when he started his forestry training at the University of Adelaide in 1912. 
 
Like all his contemporaries in the forestry course (six in all), he interrupted his studies in order to enlist in the A.I.F. in 
1915. After gaining his commission, he was wounded in France and invalided home in 1917. 
 
His University degree completed in 1918, he joined the Forestry Commission of New South Wales in 1919 and was 
appointed lecturer-in-charge of the newly formed forestry school for sub-professional staff at Narara. The school 
closed in 1921 and in 1922 he was loaned by the New South Wales Government to Western Australia for six months 
to conduct the forest guards’ school at Ludlow in that State. 
 
He accepted an appointment as Assistant Working Plans Officer in the Forest Department of Western Australia in 
1923, and in 1930, by which time he had risen to the position of Senior Assistant Conservator, he won the first 
Russell Grimwade Scholarship for study at Oxford and in European forests, and later was awarded his Diploma of 
Forestry (Oxon.). 
 
Back in Western Australia, he continued his forestry career with tremendous enthusiasm, coupled with a gift for 

really enjoying very long hours and comparatively hard work in order to further the forestry interests of the State, 

finally being appointed Conservator of Forests for the statutory period of seven years. 

 
In the meantime (1938), he had found the time and energy to submit a successful thesis for the degree of Master of 
Science of the University of Adelaide. As to be expected, this was not to be the end of the academic road for the 
indefatigable Stoate, as, shortly before he relinquished office as Conservator of Forests, he was admitted to the 
degree of Doctor of Science in the University of Adelaide (1953). 
 
In 1947 he represented Western Australia at the Fifth Empire Forestry Conference in England. In 1950 he was one of 
a three-member team forming the Australian Sirex Commission working in Australia and New Zealand and the 
following year he accepted an invitation to participate with a Canadian firm in a survey of the utilization of their pine 
plantation in Kaingaroa in New Zealand. Since then, he continued his almost kaleidoscopic forestry career in a 
private capacity which involved assignments dealing with varying forestry and range management topics in every 
continent in the world, with possibly most of his time spent in Canada and the United States. Following some years 
as Research Officer for two very large firms (MacMillan Bloedel of Canada and the Simpson Redwood Co. of 
California), in 1962 he was appointed Assistant Professor at the University of Washington, U.S.A., and also lecturer in 
range management. Subsequently he was appointed as Research Professor. 
 
His publications are legion, commencing in 1920 (Australian Forestry Journal), and his latest was published in the 
United States, fifty-five years later. His articles can be found in forestry journals in Australia, Canada, United States 
and England. 
 



 

His enduring passion was to find out what made things tick, particularly in the field of plant nutrition. South 
Australia, and almost certainly other countries also, have reason to be grateful to him for the research work that 
enabled him to find that zinc deficiency was responsible for the crippling "die-back" disease in young plantations. 
Without this knowledge, South Australia could never have reached the pre-eminent position in plantation forestry 
that she held for so many years. Other States of Australia are similarly reaping benefits. This is merely one instance 
of his intense application towards the successful solution of many forest problems. 
 
In his private life, Stoate owned a cattle ranch (as he always called it), known as Reinscourt, for many years and it 
was here, at infrequent intervals owing to his other commitments, that he carried out much experimentation and 
research in the field of pasture management. Vale, Dr. Stoate, a brilliant forester and agriculturist, and always a 
man’s man. 
 
Australian Forestry 1979 Vol. 42 No 2, pp. 61–62 
 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 

 

Sources: 
The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/56858 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/537406 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 

Australian War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ 

The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – Theodore Norman Stoate) 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/people/1466852?c=people 
SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 

Ancestry.com.au 
Australian Dictionary of Biography 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/stoate-theodore-norman-bill-11775 
Encyclopaedia of Australian Science http://www.eoas.info/biogs/P003972b.htm 
JSTOR http://www.jstor.org/stable/42607669?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents 
Australian National Herbarium  
https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/stoate-theodore-norman.html 
Extracted from: Hall, N. (1978) Botanists of the eucalypts. Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 

Organisation, Melbourne   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stoate, Theodore Norman  v.1 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/56858
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/537406
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/people/1466852?c=people
https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/stoate-theodore-norman-bill-11775
http://www.eoas.info/biogs/P003972b.htm
http://www.jstor.org/stable/42607669?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/stoate-theodore-norman.html

