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Tpr. Walter Hunter Stevenson

Football Club: Intervarsity (1905)

Wesley College (1905) Combined Colleges (1906)

Student: Medicine 1905 - 1906




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive
behind the series of biographical publications is the Adelaide
University Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our
players who served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These
brave men put on hold their academic, professional and
sporting careers for King and Country in the name of peace
and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee is
endeavouring to identify every one of our players who
served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their
sacrifices and further contributions to society will be
recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University
Oval Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a
picket fence between the pavilion and the scoreboard with
each picket bearing a plaque with the name of an
AUFC/AUCC player who served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Walter Hunter

Stevenson. It is compilation of information and photographs
collected from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




The AIF Project

https://aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=288194

Regimental number
Place of birth
Religion
Occupation
Address

Marital status

Age at embarkation
Next of kin
Enlistment date
Rank on enlistment
Unit name

AWM Embarkation Roll
number

Embarkation details

Rank from Nominal Roll
Unit from Nominal Roll

Fate
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MIUITARY rORCES

Walter Hunter STEVENSON

3527

Fitzroy South Australia

Church of England

Farmer

Burra, South Australia

Married

31

Wife, Mrs. Dora Helen Stevenson, Mount Lofty, South Australia
28 February 1917

Private

3rd Light Horse Regiment, 31st Reinforcement
10/8/5

Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A73 Commonwealth on 2
November 1917

Private
3rd Light Horse Regiment
Returned to Australia 5 March 1919



https://aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=288194

Service Record



https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8089613

Biography
Early Life

Walter Hunter Stevenson was born on the 6™ of August 1885, the son of Walter Hunter Stevenson (Snr) and Harriet
Elizabeth Brook. Walter’s father was a well-known Adelaide Jeweller and businessman who owned property on
Barton Terrace, North Adelaide (which later became Ru Rua Hospital in August 1920). Walter (Junior) was known by
the nickname “Inky”.

Schooling

Walter attended St Peter’s College, Adelaide from 1897 to 1904. He passed his Junior Examinations in 1902 and
Senior Examinations in 1903 and 1904.

He was a fine sportsman and he represented St Peter’s at Inter-Collegiate Cricket from 1901-1904 and Inter-
Collegiate Football in 1904 He also played football in the Combined Colleges match against Adelaide University in
August 1904.

Walter was on the committee to run the St Peter’s College Sports in 1904 and won the 100 yards flat race in the
1904 Inter-Collegiate Sports.

1904 — St Peter’s College Football Team

Front Row (from left to rightj—H. M. Moyes, \'. Cresdee, W. H. Stevenson /vice-captain), L. A. Lewis
(captain),H. B, James, M. G. D. Murray, and .. B. Dean,
Middle Row—C. R. Wallmann, L. W, Gill A V. Steplen, J. Forrvest, E, P, Turner,
A J. S Lindeay. and A, E. Ross.
Back Row—H. F. Pincombe, H, J, Webb, i, G. Hawkes, and W. R, Waurren,

THE ST. PETER'S COLLEGE TEAM,

W.H. Stevenson (vice-captain) — Front Row — Third from Left




1904 - St Peter’s College Cricket Team

|Adelaide Observer (SA - 1843-1904) / Sat 24 Dec1904 / Page 27 / THE INTER-COLLEGIATE CRICKET MATCH

A T | ’ S e i o
\ ' o ! ,I\\. 4 - L 4 by :

. THE 510 PETER'S COLLEGE T<AM,
Dack Row (fvom left to right)—V. Cresdee, G, L. Dean, K. Gurdiner, K. . Duncan,
and A, F. Dneombe,

Front Row—TI, Powell, L, A, Lewis, W, H. Stevenson, L. ¢, Bleechmore, P. G, Chandler,
anmd J. Hutchings (seated on ground).

Bhojom by W, 5 Smith

W.H. Stevenson (Captain) — seated — centre

Adelaide University

Walter passed Latin, French, Arithmetic and Algebra and Geometry in the Special Senior Examinations in March 1905
under the private tuition of Mr D.H. Hollidge. Walter studied medicine at Adelaide University in 1905 and 1906 but
did not continue studying after 1906.

W.H. Stevenson — Medical Student




1st row (Front): N.Shierlaw, Catchlove, Miss M.George, Miss Delprat, Prof.Watson, Miss Delprat,
Miss M.Moffat, R.A.Goode, St.John Poole, C.Yeatman, E.C.Black, S.L.Corry, E.J.R.Holder.
2nd row: J.Dyer, Thomas, J.J.0'Grady, D.M.Steele, Drew, E.Arnold, H.M.Jay, W.Ray, G.R.West, L.G.Muirhead, J.Leon, H.Powell,
E.B.Jones, W.D.Rosengarten, N.E.Seppelt, W.R.Reynell, T.H.Donnelly, R.Trudinger, Everard.
3rd row: H.Elkan, C.D.Pitcher, F.E.McAree, E.H.Lewis, J.L.Jona, E.A.H.Russell, G.Harvey, W.H.Stevenson, C. Dolling,
W.A.V.Drew, W.Jacobs, T.G.Fleming, M.Erichsen, R.J.Verco, L.O.Betts, L.W.Jeffries.
4th row: E.J.McGlashon, H.Fry, P.T.S.Cherry, R.Plummer, H.W.D.Stoddart, D.R.W.Cowan, Sinclair, D.Parkhouse.

University Sport

Football

Walter represented Adelaide University in a match against Wesley College, Melbourne on Adelaide Oval in July 1905
and in the Inter-Varsity football match against Melbourne University in Melbourne in September 1905. He also

1906 — Adelaide University Medical School

W.H. Stevenson — Second to Back Row - Eighth from Right

represented University in a match against the Combined Colleges team in 1906.
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Express and Telegraph
Tuesday 27 June 1905

FOOTBALL.

THE UNIVERSITY TEAM,

The decision of the SATF. Association
not to-admit a University football team m-
ta the asseciation has bad the effect of al
most disintegrating that team. When 1t
wax suggested, however, that the University
should get together a team lo piny o mates
agitinst. Wesley Coliege the proposal  met
with cordini support. The match will ae-
caordingly be held on the Adelmde Oval on
July 8. The University will be eaptained
by {’V. A. V. Drew, who 5 a member of the
North Adeaide club, for which he plays
nalf-forwand centre. L. Cowan, of Nor
woad, and lus brother, whe formerly played
for Norwood, are also available, while othee

layers in the senior association who may

e coprited upon are Hastam (Sturt), C. Jes
sop (North Adefuide), . awson (Nor-
wood), Dempster (Port Adelaide), Cateh
love (North Adelaide), Moore (Port Ade
luide), and Cudmore (whe playved for North
Adelaide Tast venr).  Other good players
qualified to play are R. A, Goode, Reyvoel,
Bonnelis, Yerco, PMlummer, M. Muirheaa,
and Stevenson (ltormerly of St. Peter’s Col-
iegn), The Univérsity can therefore put
¢ formidabie enmbinstion 1in  the feld,
thoteh the fact that they have nol bad
reeilar practice will handicap them con-
siderably. The Upiversity team are aiso
F prranging to visit Yictoria in September
" pext to play a mateh against the Melbourne
University.

Athletics
Walter came first in “Throwing the Cricket Ball’ at the Adelaide University Sports in 1906.
Tennis

Walter competed in the Adelaide University Tennis Club’s annual tournament in April 1906.

Sport - Other Teams
Cricket

Walter played cricket for North Adelaide in 1904-05, 1906/06 and 1906/07 seasons in the SACA competition.
Adelaide University did not have a cricket team until the 1908/09 season.

Athletics

Walter competed in the 100 yards flat race for Old Scholars at the inter-Collegiate Sports in 1905.

Football

After leaving St Peter’s College, Walter played football for Glenferrie from 1905-1907. He also represented North

Adelaide in two matches at the end of the 1906 season; the grand final versus Norwood (won by North) and the
challenge grand final® versus Port Adelaide (won by Port).

1 At this time many sports had a rule that allowed the Minor Premiers to challenge the winners of the Grand Final for the
ultimate Premiership.




Stevenson, Walter Hunter

Preferred Name:
Born: 6 August 1885
Deceased: 6 June 1949

Competition Total Games Total Goals

League 2 2
Total 2 2

Games (Select a game to view)

Year - All >> display all fields
Date Competition Round Opponent Result Goals Points
08/09/1906 League Norwood Won 1 o

15/09/1906 League Port Adelaide Lost 1 o

Pre-War Activities
In March 1908 Walter’s father purchased the Spring-bank Estate, Kooringa, a property consisting of 4,231 acres of
freehold and 497 acres of leasehold land, situated four miles south-west of Burra, SA and Walter moved north to

manage the property.

Walter became engaged to Miss Dora Helen Smith, the third daughter of Mr John Smith of Yackandandah, Anama
(north of Clare, SA) in July 1908.

While residing at the property near Burra, Walter played cricket for the Ramblers and Kooringa. He also played
football for the Ramblers and was captain of the Burra Football Association in a match against Petersburg
(Peterborough) in August 1908 and against Riverton in August 1909.

Walter married Dora Helen Smith on the 17" of November 1909 at Dora’s parent’s home near Clare, SA. The
couple’s first child (Helen Charlotte) was born at Spring-bank but tragically died five hours later, on the 11t of
November 1910.

In March 1911 Walter’s horses and buggy were involved in an incident in Burra.

A Ranaway.

On Saturday one of the most
sensational, but- withall lucky,
events witnessed 'in Burra for some
considerable time took blace.! A

of Springbank about four miles
south of Burra, were left for a
few minutes in front of the post-
office when something frightened
them and caused them to break’
the bridle they were tied up to a
verandah post with, and they
pulled down the post and getting
free made’off for home. The ani-
mals travelling at a terrific speed
took the main road for it, and
passed along from Kooringa
through Aberdeen and past the
railway-station until they were
caught near the gate at Springhank
y Mr L. Lewis, who had follow-
ed in a motor car, and after having

vered the distance in the -fastest
time on record went through the

On the 1% of May 1912, Walter and Dora’s daughter Elizabeth May Stevenson was born. Later that year Walter
exhibited sheep at the Burra Show.




Walter was captain of the Burra Football Association team which played the Norwood Union Club in September
1912.

Walter and Dora’s third daughter, Helen Isobel Stevenson was born on the 27t of July 1913. By 1913, Walter was a
member of the Burra Rifle Club and he competed in rifle shooting matches.

In April 1914 a combined cricket team from the North played Adelaide University on University Oval.

CRICKET,

——

North Team v. University.

Upon the Upiversity Owal on Thumday (hegin-
ning at 11 am.) 2 match will b2 played between
l.'l:lnnlgylndlneknn from the north. The
"Varsity phm be:—A. G. Movea, D. M.
Stecle, K. N. Bteele, C. £ Pellew, L. W, Cham:
berlain, G. C. CamphbeX, L. A, Hayward, 1. B,
Jose. B. T. Taylor, W. O. Jese, A. Limb, The
aorthern players will be—H, 0. A. Rankin
(Petersburg), A. Tavior (Petersbury), E. F, Dodd
(Petersburg), P. C. Gillesple (Yoneals), H. Nas-
keryis (Yongals), L, Turper (Yomgala), G. G.
Roach (Terowie), P. Fuller (loolzrno Centre). J.

4. Robertson (Wilmington), €. Sharpe (Wilming-
tu) L. Bowlev (Clare), W. u Stevrnuson (Burrz).
Clllespie. Rapkin, Bowlev, Fuyller, Stevenson,
Dodd, and Roach sre good batumen, and the firm-
mentioned made a chanceless centure (1(2) nn.hm
the colts’' team at Chritmas.  YThe bow of
the side arr Bmach, Dodd, Stevensom, 'Nrncr.
Gillespio, and Bowley.

—

Walter represented the Burra Association in a cricket match against Manoora in November 1914. In late December
1914 and early January 1915 Walter played in the Country Cricket Carnival in Adelaide. He played in several games
for North Team, including a match against SACA 2" XI. Walter was the best batsman for North and the best batsman
in the Country v City match winning two bats.

Cricketers in Adelaide.
BURRA REPRESENTATIVE'SSPLEN]

DID ACHIEVEMENT.
During Christinas week a team of
cricketers picked from country clubs
journeyed to Adelaide to try conclusions

TR Y fegng, 4 hongh the comnfty

dual play was recorded and much
pleasaniness resulted from the play
during ‘‘ the country week,” and it is
quite possible this will be made an
anpnual fixture. Tocal enthusiasm was
manifested in the proceedings on ac-
count of the brilliant play of the Burra
representative, Mr. W. H. Stevenson.
In " the first match against the city
cricketers he made 53 runs and took 2
wickets; in the North v, South match
he made 34 and took 4 wickets and won
the bat presented hy Mr. E. L. 8.
Tuck for the best all-rommd plaver from
the North; in the final match, Country

Gt\ he made 69 rnns in the first
mnmgs and 18 in the second and took
4 wickets. He also won ihe bat pre-
sented by Mr. K. H. Quist for the
best all- -round player in the country.




January 1915 — Country Week

TWQO COUNTRY CHAMPIONS.

W B Sievorson (Burva) on the it and 11 R Mever | Aabboarne), on thn
gt Sevenson wan the har prment=d by Mr K Lo S Tock lor the best cpan-
by perionmer in the Norih team docing the “ountry  week,” and alsa the laz
presanied by Mo Ko H, Quist, of the Siords Dejot, Gawler plaow, dor the hest
aruslry performerin the game Counsry v (ty, waile Meyer socured the bat
presented by Mr. Tack jor the best player in che Sonsh side.

W.H. Stevenson — Left

On the 12 of February 1915, Walter and Dora’s only son, John Hunter Stevenson was born at Glenelg, SA. In April
1915 Walter captained the Burra Association in a cricket match against the Gawler Association. Walter quickly
accumulated 78 runs before being caught by R.J.Rudall off the bowling of A.E. Butcher, he also took 3 for 60 helping
Burra to a win in the match.

In addition to his continued involvement in the Rifle Club and the Burra Show, Walter was also assistant Clerk of

Scales for the Burra Racing Club.

In April 1916, Walter’s father commenced the process of selling Spring-bank. The land was purchased by the South
Australian government and was to be set aside for Returned Soldiers.




World War |

On the 6 of May 1915, Walter’s brother, Malcolm who had been farming with Walter at Spring-bank, joined the 3™
Light Horse Regiment. Malcolm was single and his father Walter Hunter Stevenson was listed as his next-of-kin. With
the sale of Spring-bank, Walter joined up on the 28" of February 1917.

Walter was 31% years old, 5’ 5 %4”, 155 Ibs, with a dark complexion, blue eyes and dark hair. He was a private (SN
3527) in the 3™ Light Horse Regiment. Before Walter left Australia, Dora had the couple’s youngest daughter, Freda
Patricia Stevenson, on the 27™ of June 1917 at the Mount Lofty Rest Home, SA.

Walter entrained for Melbourne on the 29" of October 1917 and embarked on the HMAT A73 Commonwealth on
the 2" of November 1917. Walter disembarked at the Suez on the 10" of December 1917 and marched to Camp
Moascar, a training area in north Egypt. On the 11" of February 1918, he marched out of camp and was taken on the
strength of the 1% Light Horse on the 28" of February. While acting Corporal Walter, wrote home about his
experiences near the Dead Sea. The letter was published in July 1918 (below).

Burra Lad Near Dead Sea.
' * v
Cpl. W, H. Btevenson, of an Australian
Light Regiment, written as fol-
lows from Palestine to friends at —
¢ are ‘L out of the hills. We
:’:o’:.bbnrhzﬂu;nd? ho. W h‘znd botto
rom Jerie e have camped lor dinner
8 seetion of the engineere with us, and are hills, where Me:‘-muyﬁu‘&
pontoon bridges across the Jordan about 1 ft. , and sorts of wild
e puo_in two i ';"dd'd'tbb. fiowers. We in-in%.ik‘ )
we camp wi borses
m-%r,ukmdnmtgtherxtnr op bills nearly Jike the side o
work. The scrub is thick on 8 bouse, rougher than svy I hed ever
i of the river, and we had a lot of striek. MﬂOWtOM,MW
bdoﬁmtnrfu?cnnnappr : loul!gtmhlvy sad when it became
-we did not, start till about dayhght, dark thiogs were only mid We were
40d had the Yridge across in one and a not too gay when we for a rest,
'.am.u-medmz-ouher sod did not care much what heppened.
but they could not get across on Most of us were walking round to try and
ceount of the Turks "’°"‘“°‘§E' keep warm. Alter a cup of tes, eight of
crhmdudsdyud‘nfmu._ ts uﬁtbanm&nt$Wi¢oﬁo¢.
whnl.oyerudk'thm bat were sent 10 a town over the hill to look
W&'h“h All the and for .water. Things did mot Jook 0o good
m Duke of Cmbt came {of us coming into the town. Fs Salt was
. .““"‘ 'ﬁz (ro-dedn:gum Hundreds of them
38 Deving bad rifles, and I thought we were in for &
acroes the J t o :
' it. and s byarar rouch 1-0. but the "N‘b bad done a
i up fo WK m":-'. otiire. Thece ges during &Hﬂl‘atﬂ& found the water
on éither gi fw;hdzo R“w ummdwuadn‘ for cam
about 100 -nh:turhm wl.htfo:wtnthemumdvhg
w go A few Tommies had to go bundredp of these people all round us, with
crcss on rafte before dark and came down rifies, \ knives, and eny amount
opposite our bridge udtho'l‘uthm of am bion. Jwst as we turned back
on them and cut them up badly. ; { fired bis revolver in the air
were buried there that day, and a lot were the hfe out of ws, Then
wounded; but it was clear by midday, ﬁ‘ they started all sroand us, and we thooght
we bad a look around in" safety e we were done htmu‘vthulbq
thought we ware going %o bave 2 rest that oiei d'vdeo-in‘ into the hig
night, but the came om, and we rejo%ing an 881550 ‘own,
had breskfast, sdd rest for an hour or fwo thifted camp closer, watered all the horses,
and then went out am patrol. They shelled had & speli, agd dried our clothes. The
our horses out of ther position, but did night work is & killer, snd we were always
not hit one. The next we started on on outpost or picket, and it was colder
;tn_p&routﬁmhm- &onbudAm thnzh.l,u Sinee uma
chose poor country to live in &e: - oo 0 ."“.‘hn e




On the 5 of October 1918, Walter was in hospital with malaria. With the War over, Walter embarked on the 5% of
March 1919, onboard the HMAT A15 Port Sydney from Kantara (north east Egypt) and he arrived in Adelaide on the
13" of April 1919. Walter was discharged on the 6 of April 1919.

Post War Career and Family Life

On returning from the war, Walter purchased Kongal Station, 18 miles west of Bordertown in the south east of South
Australia. He rapidly integrated into the local community, joining the Bordertown Picnic Racing Club, the Mundalla
Cricket Club and the Mundalla Football Club.

Walter won the Tatiara Association medal for the best batting average (56.9) in the 1921/22 cricket season. In the
1922/23 season he took 5 wickers for 12 runs and made 70 runs in a match against Wolseley.

Walter was active in the RSL and President of the Bordertown Old Collegiate Association. He also became patron of
the Mundalla Gun Club in 1923. Walters preferred car at this stage of his life was the 11.4 Citroen (Feb 1923) and

later the 1926 Model Citroen.

1925 was a tragic year for Walter. In late March 1925, Walter and Dora went on a motoring trip and while at
Portland, Dora became ill. Dora passed away on the 16™ of April 1925. She was buried at the Bordertown Cemetery.
Then on the 4™ of August 1925, Elizabeth May (Betty) Stevenson, died aged just 13 years.

April 16, Mra. Steverson was the dangh [ | 1505 daughter, Elizabeth
bdthhnr.hhl-lu,onl ma’gs..mn.hiddkdhlswu;gé
known ackandandah Kstate on August 4. The girl, w
Mr. -’:: Stevenson came (o the m@adi;daﬂ;a.unk'iﬁmhuf
Tatiars about seven yewrs ago, haviog | [had been living in Adelaide to at-
hought Mr. W. McGrice's Station, | [tend school and succumbed to the
Mis. Stevensou has leit four the | |after effects of an atlack of measles.
bein, The body was brought to Border-

town and buried in Bordertown
eenu:zry yesterday, in :‘lle pres-
euce of a large gathering of sympa-

Walter represented the Tatiara Association against the Naracorte Association in December 1925. In June 1926
Walter became a member of the Tatiara District Council, representing the Buckingham Ward.

Walter played in the Country Cricket week in February 1928 and again in February 1929 representing the ‘Stock

Breeders’ team.




1928 - Country Cricket Week

STOCK BREEDERS.

Row—T. E. Ashiy, A. K. Tiver, M. P, Abbott,
©. Symons, L. B. Degne, M. Longmire, F. M,

W.H. Stevenson — Front Row — Second from Right

1929 - Country Cricket Week

STOCK NULEDERS,

T row=T. £. Ashby, A. L. Colling, J. Murch, K. Hanlin, ": E (‘ullllu,. A,
B:?l[o:d. A C. Plisum. Bottom row—L, B Dean, W, I Stevenson, I', M
Colllns (cspt,), T, H. Payue, J, C. Symonda, H. Lawrence,

W.H. Stevenson — Front Row — Second from Left

By 1928 Walter was playing golf at Bordertown. In August 1930, Walter listed “Kongal Station” for sale, however it
appears that he did not sell the station as he was still living there in 1938.




The sbove Station is being
Hon. Comm.

IMPORTANT LAND SALE

“KONGAL STATION™ — 15,308 ACRES.

(Situated 18 miles West of Bordertown),
ON A WALK-IN WALK-OUT BASIS.

iscloner

AT

Including 3.500 Sheep and Station Plant.

NEXT THURSDAY, AUGUST 14th, at 2.30 p.m.
GOLDSBROUGH, MORT & COMPANY, LIMITED,

have received instructions from Mr. W, H. Stevenson, to offer for sale, by
suction, his well-known 2
! AND
1 ACRES PERFETUAL LEASEHOLD.
Rental, £22 17/11.

IMPROVEMENTS comprise & SUBSTANTIAL STONE HOMESTEAD OF
§ ROOMS and telephone COT-
TACE of 3 ROOMS, U.G. tank, stables, and loose boxes, WOOL-~
SHED, DIP AND DRAFTING YARDS, and 3-stand “Wolse Shearing
Machine, THE PROPERTY IS WELL AND IVIDED into
sbout 13 SHEFP-PROOF PADDOCKS, and s WATERED BY WELLS AKD
8 BORES PULLY EQUIPPED, also

THE LAND 18 ALL ARABLE, with the of about 2.000
and approximately 3.000 ACRES ARE and for the
There are 300 PLANTED CLO' (re-

*“KONCGAL STATION™ is situated 18 miles West of BORDERTOWN, L2
MUNDALLA, EONGAL

miles from and 3 miles frem SCHOOL.
THE sold on & WALK-IN WALK-OUT BASIS, com-
ORSES, 3 and STATION

spring trolly and cart
offered for sale by auction, subject to the con-
of Crown Lands

Walter’s parents and sister had a lengthy holiday in Britain and the Continent and returned to Adelaide in later 1929.
While he was in the UK, Walter’s father published he autobiography “Stepping Stones — a Jeweller’s Journeyings.”
Sadly, for the family Walter Hunter Stevenson Senior died on the 6™ of November 1930.

MR. W. H. STEVENSON DEAD

Jeweller, Author, Sportsman

Mr. Waliter Hunter- Stevenson, of
Fitzroy terrace, Fitzroy, who had been
a leading Adelaide jeweller for about
50 years, died this morning after an
illness of a week.

He was associated with many publie
organisations In this State and was
a keen sportsman.

Born of Glasge® parents at Carlton,
Victoria, 75 years ago, Mr. Stevenson tra-
velled extensively, During a visit abroad
in 1928 he published an autobiography en-
titied “Stepping  Stones—a  Jeweller's
Journeyings,” in which he related many
experiences of his life on sheep stations and
in the business world.

As a youth Mr. Stevenson was employed
in a manufacturing warehouse in Little
Colling street. Melbourne. Later  he
worked as a journeyman for P. Falk and
Co., jewellers,

BOYHOOD INCIDENT
One_of the most dramatic incidents of

his boyhod was when he wit-
nessed  the  departure  of Burke
and  Wills, with camels and fire-

arms, on an expedition to the interior.
Mucli of the life of Mr. Stevenson in the
outback was spent at Wileannia, on the
River Darling, and at Menindie. In 1878
he marvied Miss Harriet Elizabeth Brooke,
who survives.

News (Adelaide, SA: 1923 - 1854) /

e e

MR. W. H. STEVENSON

Adelaide jeweller,

whose

death oc-

curred this morning at Ru:Rua Hos-

pital, North

Adelaide.
years of age.

He was 73

Thu 6 Nov 1930 / Page 14

With Mr. William Stevenson (a brother)
as partper, he founded in Rundie etreet
the firm of Stevenson Bros., which be-
came a limited company in 1920, The
business grew rapidly, and i8 now one of
the largest jewellery establichments in

|the State.

Mr. Stevenson represented Robe Ward
in Adelaide City Counecil in 1880, He was

lalso a member of the Choral Society in

the 'eighties. Other offices he formerly
lield included president of the Rotail
Jewellers' Association, Federa] president
of the Federated Jewellers’ Association

of  Australin, and  member of the|
boards of the Young Men's Chris
tian  Association and Strangers’ Bene-
volent Society. He was actively associated
with the Royal Institution for the Blind,
North Adelaide, shortly after its founda-

tion
PLAYED MANY SPORTS

In his younger days Mr. Stevenson
played tennis, ericket, football, and bowls. |
Golf was his nrincipal pastime. He was |
a member of Royal Adelaide (Seaton) and!
Mount Osmond Clubs,

Surviving sons  and  daughters are
Messts - Walter (Bordertown), and Mal-

colm Stevenson (Fullarton). and Mesdames
*. Ingham Cox (Gilberton), N. Hector
(North Adelaide), Donglas Mitehell (Singa-
pore), and Misses Winifred Priscilln and
Rene Stevenson (Prospect).  There are
13 crandehildren.

The remains of Mr. Stevenson will be
buried tomorrow morning in North Road
Cemetery,




Walter (Snr.) was survived by his wife, two sons and five daughters and 13 grandchildren. He left an estate in South
Australia sworn not to exceed £29,795, plus assets outside SA valued at £743. Walter’s mother passed away less
than two years later, on the 5™ of July 1932.

Walter was still playing cricket for Mundalla in 1933. His children were growing up and often holidayed with relations
in Adelaide and Clare.

World War Il

In September 1939, Walter’s only son, John Hunter Stevenson joined RAAF. In May 1940, Walter listed 6,309 acres of
perpetual leasehold land for sale. He was ill later in 1940 and spent time in the Tatiara Hospital with pneumonia. At
the time, he recalled the 1904 Intercollegiate cricket match against Prince Alfred College when he got the wicket of
Charlie Dolling, for 311. Dolling went on to play for South Australia and captain the Adelaide University team.

In December 1941, Walter’s youngest daughter, Freda Patricia, married Norman Nightingale, the only son of Mrs.

A.E. Nightingale, Edgecombe Street, Kew and the late Mr. Nightingale, at Littlejohn Memorial Chapel, Scotch College,
Melbourne.

Walter enlisted as a Private on the 28" of April 1942 at Bordertown, SA (SN S75919). However, his WWII record is

not yet open to the public. His daughter Helen was listed as his next-of-kin. Walter was discharged on the 27 of
September 1945.

By November 1942, John Hunter Stevenson was a Sergeant in the RAAF and was listed as seriously ill in Ceylon,
following an operation, however Walter received a cable from his son in December 1942 stating that he ‘was making
rapid recovery from the operation’. Tragically on the 17™" of January 1943, John Hunter Stevenson was killed in an
airplane accident in India. The death was first listed as an accident, but it was later reported that he was killed in Air
Operations.

Sgt John Stevenson
Killed in Aircraft

ACC‘dent Sgt Stevenson, who was 27, was
> born in Adelaide, and attended
Bu(!tinghamp primné'y" schoo;‘l bef?re
| 088 Anoth 1 going to St Peter's College. He join-
of - Fm ed the RAAF in September 1939, and
Tatiara Boy was farewelled at Mundalla in Jan-

uary 1941, He left for overseas in
Advice was received last Wednes- Feguary of that year, and saw ser-

day by Mr W. H. Stevenson, of Kon- yjce in the Middle East and in
gal, that his only son, Sgt John Stev-  Africa, After a period in hospital
enson, wireless airgunner of the i, Ceylon, he was drafted to India.
RAAF, was killed in an aircraft He was universally liked for his
accident in India on January 17th. manly characteristics and refijed
This is the third loss of Tatiara manner. It is understood that he

servicemen of which advice has been had been recommended for a com-
received during the past fortnight. misgion.

—— (e




Post WWII

In October 1945, Walter’s elder daughter became engaged to Leslie Edward Munro (Mick) Salter, second son of Mr.
and Mrs. L.N. Salter of McLaren Vale. The couple married in June 1946.

Failing health saw Walter retire to Le Fevre Terrace in North Adelaide in 1948.

Death
Walter died on the 6% of June 1949 and is buried in the North Road Cemetery with his parents.

" STEVENSON.—On June 6, aL & %;l-
vate hospital, Walter Hunter, of -
fevre terrace, North Adelaide, and
late of Bordertown, beloved husband
of Dora Stevenson, and loving father
of Betty t(dec,), Helen Mrs. Mick
Salter), Pat (Mrs, Norman Nightin-
gale), and John.in.Q.A.F...decegaeg).

Inky Stevenson

ferring to the passing of
W. H. Stevenson, I recalled tha
he was & pleuln&penonan
my impressiona! youth w
he played intercollegiate cri

M¥x surmise was substantia
ydt is welcome note from

friend Norman Hiles P
member of the well-
pastoral family:—

“Wlthmmany omtmt I wilé
mowrn the passing of my o
friend Walter H. (Inky) Steven-
son, He and his brother Mal
will long be remembered for
their prowess on the cricket and
football fields. A natural hard
case, Inky was the llve wire in
the 3rd t Horse in Mitcham
camp.

“A lovable, |arge-hearted
man, he was popular with all
sections of the community, both
whetn he was ouBt.he laudd at

ringbank, near Burra, and &
%ugnl in the SE.

=




A biography for Walter Hunter ‘Inky’ Stevenson by the North Adelaide Football Club is below.

Walter Hunter “Inky” Stevenson
Red, White and Khaki — North Adelaide footballers and the Great War
#3527
3rd Light Horse Regiment
Born 06/08/1885(Fitzroy, South Australia)
Died 06/06/1949 (North Adelaide, South Australia)
2 Games 2 Goals (1906)

The older brother of Malcolm, Stevenson was named after his father who had been a Vice President of the club back
in the days of Medindie. Like his brother he also attended St Peters College where he represented the school at
football and cricket. He represented Saints’ First XVIII in 1904, as well as a combined Saint Peters and Prince Alfred
College team which took on the University side on Adelaide Oval on August 7. The combined team lost the match 7-
6 to 13-19, and Stevenson kicked two goals and was named high in the best players.

He went onto University where he played football in 1905. In 1906 North secured his playing services for the Grand
Final and the Challenge Final from Glenferrie in the Amateurs. His form was excellent, but unfortunately they were
to be his last two in red and white, and next season he continued to play for Glenferrie, where he was captain. The
following year Stevenson was sheep farming at Kooringa (near Burra), where he played for (and captained) The
Ramblers in the Burra Football Association.

He was married to Dora Helen Smith at Yackandandah on 17" November 1909.
Stevenson joined up in February 1917 and was in camp in Suez by December.

After the war he didn’t follow his brother into the family business of Jewellery and watch matchmaking and
continued to work the land. He ended up purchasing the Kongal station (near Bordertown) and ran it for many years.

Failing health saw him retire to Le Fevre Terrace in North Adelaide in 1948. He died there on the 6™ of June 1949
and is buried in the North Road Cemetery.

ENLISTMENT DETAILS

PLAYING RECORD

Height — 5ft 5 inch Weight — 155 % lbs
Religion
Baptist
Address at time of enlistment
Mount Lofty, South Australia,
Occupation - Farmer
Age at enlistment
31 years, 6 Months
Date of enlistment
28/02/1917
Returned to Australia
03/04/1919
Next of Kin
Wife — Dora Helen Stevenson, Mount Lofty, South
Australia,

League Career
1906
Games
2 Games
Goals
2 Goals
Debut
Norwood 08/09/1906
(Grand Final — Adelaide Oval)
Final Game
Port Adelaide 15/09/1906
(Challenge Final — Adelaide Oval)
Guernsey #
N/A




Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee

Sources and Acknowledgements:
The AIF Project https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/77472

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/549536

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/

Australian War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/

The Adelaide University http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/
https://digital.library.adelaide.edu.au/dspace/handle/2440/27205

The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/

(Trove Newspaper articles tagged — Walter Hunter Stevenson (JNR))

SA Genealogy https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html
Ancestry.com.au

North Adelaide Football Club
https://nafc.com.au/history/player?playerld=5c807604-dde8-4c28-9668-e0bfd2fd64b6
https://billiongraves.com/grave/Walter-Hunter-STEVENSON/12047792

Rob O’Shannassy AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee Researcher.
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