
 

 
Tpr. Walter Hunter Stevenson 

 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

 

Football Club:  Intervarsity (1905) 

Wesley College (1905) Combined Colleges (1906) 

Student:  Medicine 1905 - 1906 

 



 

 

Background 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive 

behind the series of biographical publications is the Adelaide 

University Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our 

players who served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These 

brave men put on hold their academic, professional and 

sporting careers for King and Country in the name of peace 

and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee is 

endeavouring to identify every one of our players who 

served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their 

sacrifices and further contributions to society will be 

recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University 

Oval Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a 

picket fence between the pavilion and the scoreboard with 

each picket bearing a plaque with the name of an 

AUFC/AUCC player who served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Walter Hunter 

Stevenson.  It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 



 

The AIF Project 
 

https://aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=288194 

 

Walter Hunter STEVENSON 
 

Regimental number 3527 

Place of birth Fitzroy South Australia 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Farmer 

Address Burra, South Australia 

Marital status Married 

Age at embarkation 31 

Next of kin Wife, Mrs. Dora Helen Stevenson, Mount Lofty, South Australia 

Enlistment date 28 February 1917 

Rank on enlistment Private 

Unit name 3rd Light Horse Regiment, 31st Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll 

number 
10/8/5 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A73 Commonwealth on 2 

November 1917 

Rank from Nominal Roll Private 

Unit from Nominal Roll 3rd Light Horse Regiment 

Fate Returned to Australia 5 March 1919 

 

  

https://aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=288194


 

Service Record 
 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8089613 

 

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8089613


 

Biography 

Early Life 
 
Walter Hunter Stevenson was born on the 6th of August 1885, the son of Walter Hunter Stevenson (Snr) and Harriet 
Elizabeth Brook. Walter’s father was a well-known Adelaide Jeweller and businessman who owned property on 
Barton Terrace, North Adelaide (which later became Ru Rua Hospital in August 1920). Walter (Junior) was known by 
the nickname “Inky”.  
 

Schooling 
 
Walter attended St Peter’s College, Adelaide from 1897 to 1904. He passed his Junior Examinations in 1902 and 

Senior Examinations in 1903 and 1904. 

 

He was a fine sportsman and he represented St Peter’s at Inter-Collegiate Cricket from 1901-1904 and Inter-

Collegiate Football in 1904 He also played football in the Combined Colleges match against Adelaide University in 

August 1904. 

 

Walter was on the committee to run the St Peter’s College Sports in 1904 and won the 100 yards flat race in the 

1904 Inter-Collegiate Sports. 
 

1904 – St Peter’s College Football Team 

 

W.H. Stevenson (vice-captain) – Front Row – Third from Left 



 

 

1904 – St Peter’s College Cricket Team 

 
W.H. Stevenson (Captain) – seated – centre 

 

Adelaide University 
 
Walter passed Latin, French, Arithmetic and Algebra and Geometry in the Special Senior Examinations in March 1905 
under the private tuition of Mr D.H. Hollidge. Walter studied medicine at Adelaide University in 1905 and 1906 but 
did not continue studying after 1906. 

W.H. Stevenson – Medical Student 
 

 



 

1906 – Adelaide University Medical School 

 

W.H. Stevenson – Second to Back Row – Eighth from Right 

1st row (Front): N.Shierlaw, Catchlove, Miss M.George, Miss Delprat, Prof.Watson, Miss Delprat, 
Miss M.Moffat, R.A.Goode, St.John Poole, C.Yeatman, E.C.Black, S.L.Corry, E.J.R.Holder. 

2nd row: J.Dyer, Thomas, J.J.O'Grady, D.M.Steele, Drew, E.Arnold, H.M.Jay, W.Ray, G.R.West, L.G.Muirhead, J.Leon, H.Powell, 
E.B.Jones, W.D.Rosengarten, N.E.Seppelt, W.R.Reynell, T.H.Donnelly, R.Trudinger, Everard. 

3rd row: H.Elkan, C.D.Pitcher, F.E.McAree, E.H.Lewis, J.L.Jona, E.A.H.Russell, G.Harvey, W.H.Stevenson, C. Dolling, 
W.A.V.Drew, W.Jacobs, T.G.Fleming, M.Erichsen, R.J.Verco, L.O.Betts, L.W.Jeffries. 

4th row: E.J.McGlashon, H.Fry, P.T.S.Cherry, R.Plummer, H.W.D.Stoddart, D.R.W.Cowan, Sinclair, D.Parkhouse. 

 

University Sport 
 
Football 
Walter represented Adelaide University in a match against Wesley College, Melbourne on Adelaide Oval in July 1905 
and in the Inter-Varsity football match against Melbourne University in Melbourne in September 1905. He also 
represented University in a match against the Combined Colleges team in 1906.  
 

 



 

 

Athletics 

 

Walter came first in ‘Throwing the Cricket Ball’ at the Adelaide University Sports in 1906. 

 

Tennis 

 

Walter competed in the Adelaide University Tennis Club’s annual tournament in April 1906.  

 

Sport - Other Teams 
 
Cricket 
 
Walter played cricket for North Adelaide in 1904-05, 1906/06 and 1906/07 seasons in the SACA competition. 
Adelaide University did not have a cricket team until the 1908/09 season. 

 
Athletics 
 
Walter competed in the 100 yards flat race for Old Scholars at the inter-Collegiate Sports in 1905. 
 
Football 
 
After leaving St Peter’s College, Walter played football for Glenferrie from 1905-1907. He also represented North 
Adelaide in two matches at the end of the 1906 season; the grand final versus Norwood (won by North) and the 
challenge grand final1 versus Port Adelaide (won by Port). 

 
1 At this time many sports had a rule that allowed the Minor Premiers to challenge the winners of the Grand Final for the 
ultimate Premiership. 



 

 
 

Pre-War Activities 
In March 1908 Walter’s father purchased the Spring-bank Estate, Kooringa, a property consisting of 4,231 acres of 
freehold and 497 acres of leasehold land, situated four miles south-west of Burra, SA and Walter moved north to 
manage the property.  
 

Walter became engaged to Miss Dora Helen Smith, the third daughter of Mr John Smith of Yackandandah, Anama 

(north of Clare, SA) in July 1908. 

 

While residing at the property near Burra, Walter played cricket for the Ramblers and Kooringa. He also played 

football  for the Ramblers and was captain of the Burra Football Association in a match against Petersburg 

(Peterborough) in August 1908 and against Riverton in August 1909.  

 

Walter married Dora Helen Smith on the 17th of November 1909 at Dora’s parent’s home near Clare, SA. The 

couple’s first child (Helen Charlotte) was born at Spring-bank but tragically died five hours later, on the 11th of 

November 1910. 

 

In March 1911 Walter’s horses and buggy were involved in an incident in Burra. 

 

 

On the 1st of May 1912, Walter and Dora’s daughter Elizabeth May Stevenson was born. Later that year Walter 

exhibited sheep at the Burra Show.  

 



 

Walter was captain of the Burra Football Association team which played the Norwood Union Club in September 

1912.  

 

Walter and Dora’s third daughter, Helen Isobel Stevenson was born on the 27th of July 1913. By 1913, Walter was a 

member of the Burra Rifle Club and he competed in rifle shooting matches.  

 

In April 1914 a combined cricket team from the North played Adelaide University on University Oval. 

 

 

 

Walter represented the Burra Association in a cricket match against Manoora in November 1914. In late December 

1914 and early January 1915 Walter played in the Country Cricket Carnival in Adelaide. He played in several games 

for North Team, including a match against SACA 2nd XI. Walter was the best batsman for North and the best batsman 

in the Country v City match winning two bats. 

 

 



 

January 1915 – Country Week 

 

W.H. Stevenson – Left  

On the 12th of February 1915, Walter and Dora’s only son, John Hunter Stevenson was born at Glenelg, SA. In April 

1915 Walter captained the Burra Association in a cricket match against the Gawler Association. Walter quickly 

accumulated 78 runs before being caught by R.J.Rudall off the bowling of A.E. Butcher, he also took 3 for 60 helping 

Burra to a win in the match. 

 

In addition to his continued involvement in the Rifle Club and the Burra Show, Walter was also assistant Clerk of 

Scales for the Burra Racing Club.  

 

In April 1916, Walter’s father commenced the process of selling Spring-bank. The land was purchased by the South 

Australian government and was to be set aside for Returned Soldiers.  

  



 

World War I 
 
On the 6th of May 1915, Walter’s brother, Malcolm who had been farming with Walter at Spring-bank, joined the 3rd 

Light Horse Regiment. Malcolm was single and his father Walter Hunter Stevenson was listed as his next-of-kin. With 

the sale of Spring-bank, Walter joined up on the 28th of February 1917. 

 

Walter was 31½ years old, 5’ 5 ½”, 155 lbs, with a dark complexion, blue eyes and dark hair. He was a private (SN 

3527) in the 3rd Light Horse Regiment. Before Walter left Australia, Dora had the couple’s youngest daughter, Freda 

Patricia Stevenson, on the 27th of June 1917 at the Mount Lofty Rest Home, SA.  

 

Walter entrained for Melbourne on the 29th of October 1917 and embarked on the HMAT A73 Commonwealth on 

the 2nd of November 1917. Walter disembarked at the Suez on the 10th of December 1917 and marched to Camp 

Moascar, a training area in north Egypt. On the 11th of February 1918, he marched out of camp and was taken on the 

strength of the 1st Light Horse on the 28th of February. While acting Corporal Walter, wrote home about his 

experiences near the Dead Sea. The letter was published in July 1918 (below). 

 

            



 

On the 5th of October 1918, Walter was in hospital with malaria. With the War over, Walter embarked on the 5th of 
March 1919, onboard the HMAT A15 Port Sydney from Kantara (north east Egypt) and he arrived in Adelaide on the 
13th of April 1919. Walter was discharged on the 6th of April 1919.  
 

Post War Career and Family Life 
 
On returning from the war, Walter purchased Kongal Station, 18 miles west of Bordertown in the south east of South 

Australia. He rapidly integrated into the local community, joining the Bordertown Picnic Racing Club, the Mundalla 

Cricket Club and the Mundalla Football Club. 

 

Walter won the Tatiara Association medal for the best batting average (56.9) in the 1921/22 cricket season. In the 

1922/23 season he took 5 wickers for 12 runs and made 70 runs in a match against Wolseley. 

 

Walter was active in the RSL and President of the Bordertown Old Collegiate Association. He also became patron of 

the Mundalla Gun Club in 1923. Walters preferred car at this stage of his life was the 11.4 Citroen (Feb 1923) and 

later the 1926 Model Citroen. 

 

1925 was a tragic year for Walter. In late March 1925, Walter and Dora went on a motoring trip and while at 

Portland, Dora became ill. Dora passed away on the 16th of April 1925. She was buried at the Bordertown Cemetery. 

Then on the 4th of August 1925, Elizabeth May (Betty) Stevenson, died aged just 13 years.  

 

     
 

Walter represented the Tatiara Association against the Naracorte Association in December 1925. In June 1926 

Walter became a member of the Tatiara District Council, representing the Buckingham Ward. 

 

Walter played in the Country Cricket week in February 1928 and again in February 1929 representing the ‘Stock 

Breeders’ team. 



 

1928 - Country Cricket Week 

 

W.H. Stevenson – Front Row – Second from Right 

 

1929 - Country Cricket Week 

 

W.H. Stevenson – Front Row – Second from Left 

 

By 1928 Walter was playing golf at Bordertown. In August 1930, Walter listed “Kongal Station” for sale, however it 

appears that he did not sell the station as he was still living there in 1938. 



 

 
 

Walter’s parents and sister had a lengthy holiday in Britain and the Continent and returned to Adelaide in later 1929. 

While he was in the UK, Walter’s father published he autobiography “Stepping Stones – a Jeweller’s Journeyings.” 

Sadly, for the family Walter Hunter Stevenson Senior died on the 6th of November 1930.  
 

 



 

Walter (Snr.) was survived by his wife, two sons and five daughters and 13 grandchildren. He left an estate in South 

Australia sworn not to exceed £29,795, plus assets outside SA valued at £743. Walter’s mother passed away less 

than two years later, on the 5th of July 1932. 

 

Walter was still playing cricket for Mundalla in 1933. His children were growing up and often holidayed with relations 

in Adelaide and Clare.  

 

World War II 
In September 1939, Walter’s only son, John Hunter Stevenson joined RAAF. In May 1940, Walter listed 6,309 acres of 

perpetual leasehold land for sale. He was ill later in 1940 and spent time in the Tatiara Hospital with pneumonia. At 

the time, he recalled the 1904 Intercollegiate cricket match against Prince Alfred College when he got the wicket of 

Charlie Dolling, for 311. Dolling went on to play for South Australia and captain the Adelaide University team.  

 

 
 

In December 1941, Walter’s youngest daughter, Freda Patricia, married Norman Nightingale, the only son of Mrs. 

A.E. Nightingale, Edgecombe Street, Kew and the late Mr. Nightingale, at Littlejohn Memorial Chapel, Scotch College, 

Melbourne. 

 

Walter enlisted as a Private on the 28th of April 1942 at Bordertown, SA (SN S75919). However, his WWII record is 

not yet open to the public. His daughter Helen was listed as his next-of-kin. Walter was discharged on the 27th of 

September 1945.  

 

By November 1942, John Hunter Stevenson was a Sergeant in the RAAF and was listed as seriously ill in Ceylon, 

following an operation, however Walter received a cable from his son in December 1942 stating that he ‘was making 

rapid recovery from the operation’. Tragically on the 17th of January 1943, John Hunter Stevenson was killed in an 

airplane accident in India. The death was first listed as an accident, but it was later reported that he was killed in Air 

Operations.  

 



 

Post WWII 
In October 1945, Walter’s elder daughter became engaged to Leslie Edward Munro (Mick) Salter, second son of Mr. 

and Mrs. L.N. Salter of McLaren Vale. The couple married in June 1946.  

 
Failing health saw Walter retire to Le Fevre Terrace in North Adelaide in 1948. 

 
Death 
Walter died on the 6th of June 1949 and is buried in the North Road Cemetery with his parents. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

A biography for  Walter Hunter ‘Inky’ Stevenson by the North Adelaide Football Club is below. 

 

Walter Hunter “Inky” Stevenson 
Red, White and Khaki – North Adelaide footballers and the Great War 

#3527 

3rd Light Horse Regiment 

Born 06/08/1885(Fitzroy, South Australia) 

Died 06/06/1949 (North Adelaide, South Australia) 

2 Games 2 Goals (1906) 
 

The older brother of Malcolm, Stevenson was named after his father who had been a Vice President of the club back 

in the days of Medindie. Like his brother he also attended St Peters College where he represented the school at 

football and cricket. He represented Saints’ First XVIII in 1904, as well as a combined Saint Peters and Prince Alfred 

College team which took on the University side on Adelaide Oval on August 7th. The combined team lost the match 7-

6 to 13-19, and Stevenson kicked two goals and was named high in the best players. 
 

He went onto University where he played football in 1905. In 1906 North secured his playing services for the Grand 

Final and the Challenge Final from Glenferrie in the Amateurs. His form was excellent, but unfortunately they were 

to be his last two in red and white, and next season he continued to play for Glenferrie, where he was captain.  The 

following year Stevenson was sheep farming at Kooringa (near Burra), where he played for (and captained) The 

Ramblers in the Burra Football Association.  
 

He was married to Dora Helen Smith at Yackandandah on 17th November 1909. 
 

Stevenson joined up in February 1917 and was in camp in Suez by December.  
 

After the war he didn’t follow his brother into the family business of Jewellery and watch matchmaking and 

continued to work the land. He ended up purchasing the Kongal station (near Bordertown) and ran it for many years. 
 

Failing health saw him retire to Le Fevre Terrace in North Adelaide in 1948.  He died there on the 6th of June 1949 

and is buried in the North Road Cemetery. 
 

ENLISTMENT DETAILS PLAYING RECORD 

Height – 5ft 5 inch Weight – 155 ½  lbs 
Religion 
Baptist  

Address at time of enlistment 
Mount Lofty, South Australia,  

Occupation - Farmer 
Age at enlistment 
31 years, 6 Months 
Date of enlistment 

28/02/1917 
Returned to Australia 

03/04/1919 
Next of Kin 

Wife – Dora Helen Stevenson, Mount Lofty, South 
Australia,  

League Career 
1906 

Games 
2 Games 

Goals 
2 Goals 
Debut 

Norwood 08/09/1906  
(Grand Final – Adelaide Oval) 

Final Game 
 Port Adelaide 15/09/1906  

(Challenge Final – Adelaide Oval) 
Guernsey # 

N/A 

 

 

 



 

Profile Compiled by:  Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 

 

Sources and Acknowledgements: 
The AIF Project  https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/ 

RSL Virtual War Memorial https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/ 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/77472 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/549536 

The National Archives of Australia http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/ 

Australian War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ 

The Adelaide University  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/ 
https://digital.library.adelaide.edu.au/dspace/handle/2440/27205 
The National Library of Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 
(Trove Newspaper articles tagged – Walter Hunter Stevenson (JNR)) 
SA Genealogy  https://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html 

Ancestry.com.au 
North Adelaide Football Club 
https://nafc.com.au/history/player?playerId=5c807604-dde8-4c28-9668-e0bfd2fd64b6 
https://billiongraves.com/grave/Walter-Hunter-STEVENSON/12047792 
Rob O’Shannassy AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee Researcher. 
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