Pte. Donald MacDonald Steele

Played with Adelaide University

Cricket Club: 1912/13 - 1920/21 (A Grade)
A Grade Captain (1919/20 & 1920/21)
Football Club: 1914 — 1915 (A Grade)
Blue: Football (1914) & Cricket (1915)
Student — Medicine - MB BS - 1919




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive
behind the series of biographical publications is the Adelaide
University Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our
players who served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These
brave men put on hold their academic, professional and
sporting careers for King and Country in the name of peace
and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee is
endeavouring to identify every one of our players who
served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their
sacrifices and further contributions to society will be
recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University
Oval Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a
picket fence between the pavilion and the scoreboard with
each picket bearing a plaque with the name of an
AUFC/AUCC player who served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Donald
MacDonald Steele. It is compilation of information and
photographs collected from a variety of historical sources.

(Those men who enlisted, but either because of cessation of hostilities or other reasons did not serve overseas are
still included in the list of AUFC & AUCC players recognised as serving their Country. Our men who enlisted later
in 1918 were not to know that Germany would surrender on 11th November 1918 and so their courage and
commitment to serve should still be recognised.)

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




Service Record

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.as



https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8093790

Published Biographies

Blood Sweat and Fears: Medical Practitioners and Medical Students of South Australian who served in World War
1. Verco, Summers, Swain and Jelly 2014.

MB BS

g TS,

1893 - 1962

Donald MacDonald Steele was born in Adelaide on
the 17th August 1892, son of Robert Moore Steele
and his wife Theresa, nee O’Leary, of Jeffcott St,
North Adelaide. His brothers were David McDonald
Steele and Kenneth Nugent Steele. His parents had
married at Norwood in 1875. His father was with
the Liverpool, London Globe Insurance Company in
the city and was also the Consul for Portugal. Steele
was educated at Prince Alfred College and had some
private tuition in his Science subjects for the March
1914 University entrance Examinations. He was
the school captain in 1911 and an excellent athlete
especially as captain of cricket, tennis and football for
several years. He represented the State in cricket as a
school boy under the mentoring of Clem Hill then the
state captain. He studied medicine at the University
of Adelaide where he acquired a Sports Blue in cricket
and football.

Steele enlisted in the AIF on the 19th June 1918 at
Adelaide as a 4th Year medical student, single, aged 24
years with his father as nominated as his next of kin.
He was 5ft 5ins tall, 125lbs, of medium complexion,
blue eyes and brown hair with normal vision. He

STEELE Donald Ma.cDOnald

had two years’ experience in the sea cadets. He was
not called up for duty and discharged as a private, B
Coy, Mitcham AIF, on 18th November 1918 due to the
cessation of hostilities.

Steele continued with his studies and graduated
in 1919 after his discharge. He became the captain
of the South Australian Cricket team in 1921 and
on the 23rd November 1921 he married Winifred
Ringwood at Christchurch, North Adelaide, and
moved to Port Lincoln to join in a general practice
with Dr Reg Goode. He was a keen gardener and
played consistently at a high standard in golf and
lawn bowls. He lived in Glenelg, South Australia
from 1937. Donald MacDonald Steele died on the
16th July 1962 and was survived by his wife Winifred
and children Ian, a doctor, and Janet.

Sources:
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/Imagine.asp?B=8093787
Personal information from son Dr Ian Steele,

Photo: Family collection taken after enlistment 1918.

The Register Adelaide 20 December 1921

The Duty of the Profession to the Army

In the first place we have no hesitation in advising
that for medical men who have no urgent
domesticities, and are not yet established in
practice, especially, that is to say, for young men,
the duty is clear. They should put their names
on the waiting list kept by the Director-General
Army Medical Services, at the War Office... The

Director-General’s list at present contains about
1,000 names of men deemed fit to undertake the
arduous work of service in the field. This number,
we learn on high authority, is not enough; the list
is constantly being depleted, not only by men who
are called up by the War Office, but by men who,
getting impatient, go to France to help the French.

BM]J 21 November 1914 p 884
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Wikipedia : https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald Steele



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Steele

Additional Biography

Early Life

Donald MacDonald (Don) Steele was born on the 17™ of August 1892, the youngest son of Robert Moore Steele and
Theresa O’Leary. His siblings were Isabella Robertson (b 1877), Thomas (b 1878), Robert Moore (b & d 1880, living
only a few hours), Robert Moore (b 1881), Wilfred (b 1883), David MacDonald (b 1886), Arnold Lancelot (b 1887, d
1916) and Kenneth Nugent (b 1889).

Don’s father was an Insurance Agent and the sole agent of the Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Company
in South Australia. The family lived at Jeffcott Street, North Adelaide.

Schooling
Don attended Prince Alfred College (PAC), Kent Town, Adelaide where he was a successful student and athlete.

He passed Primary Examinations in English History, Latin & Algebra in 1906, Junior Examinations in English Literature,
Latin (credit), French, Algebra and Geometry in 1908, Senior Examinations in English Literature, Latin and French in

both 1909 and 1910 and Higher Public Examinations in Biology in 1912. He also passed Higher Public Examinations in
Inorganic Chemistry (December 1913) and Senior Public Examinations in Algebra (March 1914) under private tuition.

Don represented PAC at inter-collegiate athletics, tennis, football and cricket (1907-1912). He played cricket for PAC
in the South Australian Cricket Association B Grade Competition. He captained the Inter-Collegiate Cricket (3 years),
Tennis and Football teams. In the 1910 Inter-Collegiate sports, Don came second in the One Mile Flat race and in
August 1911 he travelled to Victoria representing PAC at football.

Prince Alfred College - Intercollegiate Cricket Team - 1907

Ziegler. pluno PRINCE ALEFRED TEAM

Haek row—Mr. F L Groy sportsastors B 1L Mowatt, 148 Thomwon, W Ginves, Lo Barling, 150 Magares,
Mr. o Chapple hedinaster), and G S0 Recid (scorin )
Middle row—W. W. Cooprr, K. N Stile (vloesonptam), He Be Willsmore eaptabod:. 10 L Osbarn, cnd W 11 M Runedell
Front row-E. F. Pllaum sml D, M Steel

DM Steele — Front Row — At Right




Prince Alfred College - Intercollegiate Cricket Team - 1909
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D M Steele - seated 2nd from left & K N Steele seated 3rd from left

DM Steele — Seated - Second from Left

Prince Alfred College - Intercollegiate Cricket Team - 1910

"P.AC. TEAM.
Back Row: K. J. Wade (Scorer) L, K. Swann C. R. Cole, F. 1. Grey (Sperts Master), N. Darling, 6. G. Roach, A. D Brooker.
Sitting: A, H, Virgint, J. H. Rogers, C. A. Wilcox. D. M.

ke

DM Steele (Captain) — Seated — Third from Right




Prince Alfred College - Intercollegiate Cricket Team - 1911

P.A.C. FIRST ELEVEN.

F. 1. Grey, Esq. (Sportsmaster)  C. R. Cole A, H. Virgint J. H. Rogers  F. Chapple, Esq. (Head Master) @
V. Darling C. A, Willcox (Vice-Capt.) D. M. Steele (Capt.) I. E. Ashby R. Warnecke
G. E. Roach A. D. Brooker

DM Steele (Captain) — Middle Row —Third from Left

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 5 December 1912

D. M. STEELE,

The erack Prince Alfred College batsman,

wha will captain the college eleven in

the annual match against St. Peter's Col-
lege on Saturday.




"THE SEASON'S AVERAGES."
Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) 27 April 1912
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Prince Alfred College — Inter-Collegiate Football Team - 1911

FIRST EIGHTEEN, 1911

Bate N.V. Mengersen. L. E.Clarke. R. E.DeGaris. M. Dryen E. M. Trott. C.R. Cole. B. K. Marshman.
e ";'Ys Esq. F. éhapple. Esq. . W. Blackett, Esq.
ports ""d” l;Head Master.)
. Mellor, F. A. Norton. Ig. Dz_rllng. . M. Steele. E. P. Howard. C.S. Charlick. L. L. Pender.
ice-Capt.) (Capt.
H. L. Rayner. Ww. G.'Green. aﬁ'.’D. Campbell W. D. Ch

D.M. Steele (Captain) — Middle Row — Fourth from Left




Prince Alfred College - Inter-Collegiate Football Team - 1912

THE FOOTBALL TEAM.

L. M. Humphery J. McNiel F. Pearse R. Battye
F.L Grey, Esq, W.K.Collins  D.C. Kidd

C. Gurner H. W, Chinner W. M. Fowler F. Chapple, Esq.
(Sports Master) (Head Master)
. . Campbell M. Dryen N. V. Mengersen D. M. Steele E. M. Trott H. L. Rayner G. R. Dreyer
( Vice-Capt.) (Capt.)
A.G. Drew H. D. Prest
— —

D.M. Steele (Captain) — Middle Row — Fourth from Left

Prince Alfred College - Inter-Collegiate Athletics Team - 1912

D.M. Steele — Second Row from Front — Third from Right




Pre-War First-Class Cricket for South Australia

Don played his first game in the Sheffield Shield competition for South Australia against New South Wales in January
1912. He was still a student at PAC and playing for the school 1°t XI in the SACA B Grade competition. He was
originally selected as 12" man but was included in the team when two other players were unavailable. In the first
innings Don, ‘with the confidence of a veteran, made 16 in 11 minutes by stylish batting”. He scored six runs in the

second innings in a match which SA lost to NSW.

Due to his examination commitments, Don was unavailable for further State duties until December 1912. He was
then selected to play NSW at Adelaide Oval and scored 113 not out in SA’s first innings total of 569, NSW was
required to follow on and SA won the match by an innings. This was a remarkable effort for a player who had not yet
played an A Grade District cricket match. He played two further State games that season before he was unavailable
due to examinations. He then departed South Australia for six months overseas in late March 1913, in the company
of fellow cricketer C.E. "Nip" Pellew.

Sydney Mail - 8 January 1913

The Herald - 3 January 1913

Steele {8 entering upon what promises to be a brillfant career, He {s
but @ youth, and is still a scholar at Prince Alfred College, which has pro-
duced several fine cricketers, of whom Clem Hill is the most striking ex-
ample. A few weeks ago young Steele topped the century for his college
against St. Peter’s, and this brought him under the eyve of the seleators. who
declded to try him out against New S8outh Wales, Steele promptly avalled
himself of the opportunity, and playcd & masterful innings for 113 not out,
made in 17 minutes. He followed it up with 140 against BaMarat Al-
though not as yet a dashing batsman, he has n great varicty of strokes, (s
eminently graceful, and some of his wrist work is remarkably pretty and
effective.  And he possesses just thut necessary dJdegree  of  confidence.
South Australlans say he will become a champion, and | quite belleve It.




South Australian State Cricket Team

Critic (Adelaide, SA : 1897-1924) - 14 January 1914

[HE DIOFEATED MOUTH  AUSTEALIANA

T A Smith, L Mayew, H. 1 Kirkwod, L, Wirnses : L
Midire & 0 Whitly, J. U Crawlond, Clum MU (Capt), B, B Marne, L C hambor i Hottane 1 N drevle UL K Pellow

DM Steele — Front Row — At Left

Critic (Adelaide, SA : 1897-1924) - 14 January 1914

C.E. Pellew, F Tolley and DM Steele




Don played in three of South Australia’s four Sheffield Shield matches in the 1913/14 season. He was unavailable for
selection for the match against Victoria played at Adelaide Oval. In the first two matches against NSW and Victoria,
Don was joined by his brother Ken.

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 5 February 1914

B
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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J. N. Cramford .. o - 8l 0 ‘g‘
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A.. m .. - - z e u n u
(,. Hm “e -, me e z o 1' n “
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In June 1914, Don was being seriously considered for selection for the tour of South Africa but indicated that he
could not travel due to his medical studies.

In the last “pre-war” season of Sheffield Shield (1914/15) Don played in all four matches. His best results were 100
runs against NSW in the second innings at Adelaide Oval and 85 runs against Victoria in Melbourne. He finished the
season with a total of 268 runs from 8 innings with an average of 33.4.

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) - 23 December 1914




Overseas Travel

On the 27™ of March 1913, Don left Adelaide onboard the R.M.S. Moldavia in company with Mr Frank G. Tolley, Mr
Tim Tolley, Mr Len Chamberlain and Mr. C.E. (Nip) Pellew. The group was away for almost six months and their
travels included trips to Ireland, Norway, Paris, Belgium and Italy. While in England they attended many sporting
events including several county cricket matches. They returned to Adelaide onboard the Morea on the 13% of
September 1913.

The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954) - 13 September 1913

H

. his trip by three t.:glth Aultm;

s jumior cricketers, n persons o
Messrs. Len Chamberiain, Don Stecle. and
' ., Who should keep their
(riends “ tkil.' for lndw time ﬁthrfl;r
AT l.np eXporicnces o
ole p.:} in u-llm healtn nnd
pme  from herc th-7 em-
barked. Mr. Tnm Tolley who last week
ravelled by the Macedonia to Fraran:le
. his son (Mr. Sam Tolley), also a
e o{t lt:rmputy returned in

University of Adelaide

In December 1913, Don passed a course in inorganic Chemistry (by private tuition) for the University of Adelaide
Higher Public Examinations and 1914. He commenced studying, as a non-graduating student in Arts and Science
Faculty to qualify for entry to medicine. After passing the prerequisite subjects, Don commenced studying Medicine
in 1915. He was the third of the Steele brothers to undertake a degree in medicine, following in the footsteps of
David MacDonald Steele (MB BS 1909) and Kenneth Nugent Steele (MB BS 1914).

Don graduated MB BS (first-class) in December 1919.
Pre-World War | - University Sport

Don and Ken’s older brother, David Steele played lacrosse for the University of Adelaide for more than 10 years,
competing in many Inter-Varsity competitions and gaining a Blue for lacrosse in 1908. He was the Club Captain in




1910 and represented the State in Lacrosse. His other brother, Ken Steele, played cricket for University and football
for North Adelaide and University.

Cricket
After finishing his schooling at PAC, Don played cricket for Adelaide University from late in the 1912/13 season and

continued after WW1 until the end of the 1920/21 season. During World War | District Cricket matches had been
suspended from 1916/17 until resumption in the 1918/1819 season.

On Saturday 1% of February 1913, Don played his first game for Adelaide University. He joined his elder brother Ken
in the A Grade side and the pair batted together making a partnership of 42 runs. Although University lost the match
to Port Adelaide, Don’s first innings with the club was described as including “hard hitting and well-timed strokes”
and he top scored with 81 runs. While Don only had four innings with University in the 1912/13 season he
accumulated 202 runs and had an average of 50.5.

The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954) - 8 February 1913

Port Adelaide, by defeating University
this afternoon, secured their first victory
for this season. The seasiders had given
the students the task of com
runs to win, but their total fell 19 short
of this number. D. M. Steele was the
most successful batsman. He and Wills-
more made a stand after the first two
wickets had fallen cheaply. / illsmore
had batted freely for 36, when he ait one
from Rundell igh into the outfield,
where Rofe took a neat catch. Don Steele
was 39 when he was joined brv his bro-
ther. Attractive cricket followed, and
the partnership realised 42, Ken Steele
compiling 21, while Don added 20. The
atter, b{] hard hitting and well-timed
strokes, had the century well in sight
when he stepped out to a delivery from
McDonald, missed, and Limb seized the
opportunity. He bad been at the wicket
for about an hour and forty minutes. He
hit_eight fours and ope mx.

Don and Ken both played A Grade cricket for Adelaide University in the 1913/14 season.
Tragically for the lads, their mother, Theresa passed away in January 1914.

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 29 January 1914

The svmpathy of all ericketers will he
extended to the voung plavers, K. N. aul
D. M. Steele, who suffered a sad be-
reavement last week in the ddeath of
their mother. For that reason  both
were absent from the University Eleven
on the Norwoed Oval on Sa.tul'du,}'.

Don played in nine innings in the 1913/14 season and scored 508 runs, with a top score of 163 and an average of

56.44 (fourth across all A Grade teams).




The Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1923) - 9 April 1914

UNIVERSITY.
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H. B. Willamore .. .. 11 0 25 119 9551
A Limb . o oal XY kRO 6 2.9
K. N. Steele .. .. .« 10 1 18 42 185N
L. B Jout.: s 06 oo W 0 13 22 1360
J. W Blacket .. .. 8 o0 a0 b7 862
Also batted:—A. ! Perrers, 4, 22; E. B

lll)“rj. -!' "

H. J. 1. Edwards, 27, 0, 7°.

In January 1914, Don played for SA in a two-day game against Ballarat in Ballarat and later in the month he scored 73

runs in a first-class match for South Australia against New Zealand at Adelaide Oval.

In April 1914, Don was a member of the University team which played a combined Northern team (Yongala, Terowie,
Burra, Booleroo Centre, Wilmington, Clare & Peterborough) at University Oval and later that month he travelled with

the team to play a series of matches at Nuriootpa, Angaston and Gawler

For the 1914/15 season Don and A.G. “Johnny” Moyes were the Adelaide University Cricket Club’s delegates on the
SACA Cricket Committee. Both Don and his brother, Ken Steele, were on the University Cricket Club’s committee. For
the third season in a row, Don topped the University Batting Averages scoring 375 runs in 8 innings with a high score

of 104 at an average of 53.4.

Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924) -

1 April 1915

I UNIVERSITY.
Batting. ]
E & w -
s 2 T =
D. M. Steele .. .. 8 1 14 375 3534
AG M .10 — 146 418 448
C. E. Pellew . ..13 2 04 401 355
H. B. Willsmore .12 1 x72 284 259
H. Rayner . . .. 4 1 x2 @€ 23
R. Nicholls .. .. 5§ ¢4 9 19 100
B. T. Tnybor - . 8 1 xi1 5 178
A. Limh e .- M . 6 207 411
I. B. Joee e oo 7 1 28 8 BB
H. Richards . - . 5 2 x 37 114
E. Weatherill . .13 — 26 133 103
L. A’. L"mdl‘r - . . 5 1 ,“ 3 ..'
O. Bagner .. .. .. § — 13 R &8
W. Price .. .. .. 5 — 23 3 64
K. N_ Steele .. . 5§ — 4 10 20
Also hatt.ed—Horvood 04; Edwards,
0.0: Howard, 17.4; Davies, 50; Beare,
0 n.o, 11 no.; Hnrley 0.0.

Don was awarded a Blue for Cricket in 1915 making him a Double Blue, having won a Blue for football in 1914.




Football

The North Adelaide Football Club was keen to recruit Don, who had been a brilliant footballer at PAC. They were
keen to have his services for the 1913 league football season, but Don was not available when he decided to travel
overseas. His older brother, Ken had played for North in 1909 and 1910.

In future seasons, Don chose to play for the Adelaide University Football Club in the Amateur League A Grade
competition in the 1914 and 1915 seasons. He was frequently a multiple goal scorer and among the teams’ best

players list.

Don was selected to play Intervarsity Football for Adelaide University in 1914 and was awarded a Blue for Football in
1914.

Don was a member of the Amateur League Permit Committee for the 1915 season.

Due to the War, Amateur League football was suspended from late in the 1915 season and Intervarsity Football was
not played in the period 1915-1918. Don did not return to play football after the war.

BACK ROW: T.B. Sard, W.J. Phillips, A.E, Williams,L.B. Laurie, C.R. Cole, W.]: Price, A.H. Limb, E.G. Dorsch,
L. Carthew, ].D. Northley, C. Gurner. X
MIDDLE ROW: N.V. Mengerson, C.E. Pellew, L.A. Hayward (Vice-Captain), J.W. Blacket (Captain), D.M. Steele, W.A. Rollison.
FRONT ROW: L.G. Holmes, F.E. Williams, H.C. Thrush, W.O. Jose.

DM Steele — Middle Row — Second from Right

Don and Ken’s nephew, Robert Thornborough Steele (son of Robert Moore Steele) qualified MB BS in 1942. He
played football for the Adelaide University Football Club and at Inter-Varsity. He gained a Blue for Football in 1939.
He was a Vice President of the Club for many years and President from 1954-1959. He became an Honorary Life
Member of the Club in 1960.




World War |

Don was a 22-year-old medical student at the outbreak of World War 1.

Three of Don’s brothers served overseas during WWI. Wilfred Steele was a Cattle Station manager who served in the
Light Horse, Dr David MacDonald Steele served in the Australian Army Medical Corp and was awarded the Military
Cross and Bar for conspicuous gallantry and Dr Kenneth Nugent Steele served in the Australian Army Medical Corp.
All three survived the Great War, however sadly on the 17" of August 1916, their brother Arnold Lancelot Steele of
Jamestown, SA passed away in only his 29'" year.

On the 19%™ of June 1918, Don was 24 years and 10 months old and in his fourth year as a medical student. He was 5’
5%” tall and weighed 125Ibs. He had a medium complexion, blue eyes and brown hair. He enlisted under M.O. No.
210 of 25.3.18, A.I.F. Standing Order 4a, an order which, due to the desperate need for Doctors, required near-
qualified medical students to enlist.

Don was not called up for duty due to the cessation of hostilities and was discharged at the Mitcham Camp on the
18™ of November 1918.

Post-War University Sport

Cricket

Donald MacDonald Steele led the University A Grade team when the official SACA District competition resumed in
1919/20. The team finish 4th in the 8 team competitions, however there were no final series played. Don scored 380
runs in 6 innings with 2 not out innings, for a season average of 95, with a highest score of 157.

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide, SA : 1867 - 1922) - 4 December 1919

Steale stands alone amomg the University bats-
men. In feci, when at hiz beat therr are few
in the State who are more attractive to watch.
This eeasgn he hag batted in three Inni ]1:.';:
o;ening score being 131 agminst Sturt, His
pot out om Eun.rdir was well worth eeeing,

- L L 3

The inter-State bateman—he is cortain to be
included sgain this seasom—opened rather tamely
and carefully, bot once into the ffties he was
well set, and he treated the howling with ecant
respect, making hia sccond and third £fties in
3 minuates hmh. e lfﬁ'iﬂlht 1.31“2: a c‘ﬂ-‘l-nﬂ:
throughout hia innd of 13 not out, made i
185 minobes, thmggmtamr# the close of the
day's play he waa inclined to Lift the ball inta
the on outfield. Fortupately. however, the lea-
ther fell clear of the fieldamen. This bhappenad
several ti:nu, = .

Eteels hyed few fimer innings in district
matohes, is scote on Saturday ranks next to
B F. Middleton's 180 for East Torrens against
Sturt, That standa as the highest of the eleven
three-figure tallies recorded in the nine Saturday's
play this somener, Accurate timing is a feature
of Steele’s batting, and his great wvariety of
atrokes is always by onlookers. He
got the ball to boundary no less than 16
timea in all directions

In Don's final season with the Club, 1920/21, his team performed well and finished 2nd on the premiership table,
however again no final series were played. He only had two innings for the side, scoring 68 and 57.




Don captained the Adelaide University team in two Inter-Varsity matches, defeating Melbourne University at
Adelaide University Oval in February 1920 and in Melbourne in December 1920.

Back Row (L- R): L.H.R. Thomas (Umpire), G.C. Evans, H.M. Treloar, T.D. Finney, G.M. Hone, A.H. White, H.G. Prest, E.H. Quist (Umpire)
Front Row (L - R): L.V. Pellew, G.E. Jose (Vice Captain), D.M. Steele (Captain), C.E. Pellew, H.M. Fisher. (Absent: W.B. Shanasy) &

DM Steele (Captain) — Front Row — Third from Left

Post-War First-Class Cricket for South Australia
Sheffield Shield cricket recommenced in the 1919/20 season and Don played in 3 of the 4 games played by South
Australia. His best results for the season were 73 runs against Victoria and 76 runs against NSW. In 6 innings he

scored a total of 191 runs with an average of 31.83.

South Australian cricket team who played Victoria at Adelaide Oval in the 1920-1921 seasons.

PRG 280/1/35/146

DM Steele — Front Row — Second from Left
Back Row: G.I. Colyer (umpire), H.B. Willsmore, D.E. Pritchard, W.J. Whitty,
A.J. Richardson, E.L. Phillips, D.M. Henry, F.J.C. Thomas (umpire).
Front Row: C.E. Pellew, D.M. Steele, D.R.A. Gehrs, P.D. Rundell, A.E. Smith, A.M. Ambler




Don played all four Sheffield Shield games in the 1920/21 season and captained South Australia on three occasions.
His best score for the season was 107 not out against Victoria in the second innings in Melbourne. In 7 innings he
was not out on 2 occasions and scored a total of 280 runs at an average of 56.

At the end of the season, Don retired from cricket to join a medical practice in Port Lincoln. As an exceptionally fine
right-hand batsman Don played in 19 first-class matches and in 35 innings, he scored 1,142 at a respectable average
of 35.68 runs. His career included 3 centuries with a high score in his debut match of 113 not out, 7 half centuries

and he also took 11 catches.

State Team 1920/21

[ERG 280i1721/236] :
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Back row - A_ Kiuss (umpire), LV Pellew. A M. Ambler, A_J. Richardson, H.M_ Fisher, D_M. Henry, FK Lindow {umpire)
Front row - HB_ Willsmore, C_ E_ Peliew, D_M. Steele (captain), A E Smith, VY. Richardson.

DM Steele (Captain) — Front Row — Third from Left

Critic (Adelaide, SA : 1897-1924) - 12 January 1921

DR. DON STEELE, X
Dr, Don Steele, the cainam of the
South Australinn Eleven, led his men
with great pfecision, and his frequent
and wise changing of the very limited
number of bowlers at his disposal ma-
terially helped South Australia along.
This will probably he his last appear-
ance for some time, as the young medico
is about to take up a country practice.
. . L L




Selection for International Cricket

In January 1921 Don was selected to lead the Australia team in a match against New Zealand, however he could not
accept the role as he was committed to take up a medical position. He was at the time also a strong candidate for
selection on the 1921 Ashes Tour of England. His medical career was the priority.

Recorder (Port Pirte. SA : 1919 - 1954),
Tuesday 18 January 1921, page 1

STEELE UNABLE TO JOIN TEAM.
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The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) - 17 January 1921
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Dr. D.M. Steele
Statistics for Adelaide University Cricket Club

CLUE CEICEET M I NO FRuns HS Avge 100 50 FRuns Wki Avge BB Swllw cf
191213 University 34 - 202 81 A050 - 2
1913/14 ~ a o - 508 163 5644 1 3
1914/15 ~ 7 8 1 375 104 3357 2 1
191516 ~ 1 1 1 F b -1
191819 ~ G 170 137 5666 21 -
1919720~ 7 6 2 380 157 9500 2 -
1920/21 = 32 - 125 68 6250 - 2
33 33 4 1831 163 6313 & 9

Career & Family Life

Don graduated MB BS in December 1919. On Monday 15" of December 1919, he was appointed a resident medical
officer at the Adelaide Hospital.

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931).
Tuesdav 16 December 1919, page 10

ADELAIDE HOSPITAL.

At a meeting of the board of macsgément of
the Adelgide [Hospital, held at the Adelaide Hose
joltal on Manday afternoon, the following wefw
appoluted 1q resden: medical officers:—Ds, 0.&
Streich, W. 'B. Shamsy, D, . Stedfle, C, 3
Refirer, and C, H. Schafer, The

past fortnight showed that there had been 2i9
patients sdmitted, 174 discharged, and

| Tuere now remained in the howpital 336, Conmmmps -
tive home & patients, and LD.B, #. Allogethe
there had been 500 patients treated at the oud
patients’ department, of whom 130 were asw,

National Library of Australia

Sadly, for the Steele family, their father, Robert Moore Steele, passed away at his home at Jeffcott Street, North
Adelaide on Monday 2™ February 1920, leaving a daughter (Mrs Isabella Morant) and six surviving sons.

Having completed his residency at the Adelaide Hospital by early 1921, Don undertook a three-week position as a
locum at Pinnaroo in the South East of South Australia. While at Pinnaroo, Don played cricket for Pinnaroo in a
match against Parilla.

Pinnaroo and Border Times (SA : 1911 - 1954) - 4 February 1921

Dr Ian MeNeil, the Pinnaro-
m:dico, left by motor car last
night, en route for Adelaide,
for a three week’s vacation. Dr
McNeil bas ;ppointcd Dr D! M.
Steele, of Adelaide, to act as his
locum tenens in Pinnaroo during
his absence,




Adelaide Hospital House Staff 1921

S PR

PRG 280/1/45/18

D.M. Steele - Seated — Fourth from Left
Standing L-R: Doctors Robert McM. Glynn, H.G. Wallace, J.E. Mahon, and B.F. Francis.
Sitting L-R: Doctors R.S. Hecker, F.H. Beare, C.T. Turner M.C. (Medical Superintendent), D.M. Steele
Clarence O.F. Rieger and R.L.E. Walmsley.

Don then moved to practice at Port Lincoln on Eyre Peninsula, SA. On the 23" of November 1921, he married Winnie
Ringwood at Christ Church, North Adelaide.

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929) - 20 December 1921

MARRIAGES.

¢ Christ M‘m a&'&”gyxm ~ig
A "

(hnon Jaose, M. A., Donaid Macdonald Steele, Port
Unnla m ol the late R M. Steele,
North Adelaids, to Winifred A., only daughter ol

™. Ringwood, N m and the late F.

w. Ringwood. |

Don and Winnie had three children, the first, a daughter, was tragically stillborn on the 13" of November 1923. Their
only son, lan Macdonald Steele was born on the 29" of May 1925 and their second daughter, Janet, was born on the
2" of June 1926.




Don quickly became involved in the local Port Lincoln community. In 1926, an article in the ‘Sport’ newspaper stated
“The doctor has done a lot to encourage local cricket, and his advent to Lincoln gave the game a fillip. Dr Steele is a
generous-hearted gentleman, noted for his many kind actions on behalf of those more unfortunate than others, and
does not look a day older than when he made big scores for his State.”

Don was a member of the Institute Committee for 15 years. He was Club Champion of the Port Lincoln Golf Links in
1927 and a Vice-President of the Bowls Club when it opened on the 7" of February 1928 and later became President
of the Club. Don was Vice Captain of Golf Club in May 1930 when the new golf links opened. He was divisional
surgeon for the local St John’s Ambulance Brigade.

In November 1935, Don was a driving force behind the organisation of the first combined dinner of the Prince Alfred
and St Peter’s Old Collegians’ Association for the Port Lincoln district and the West Coast. He was chair at the dinner
which was attended by just over 40 people.

Old Collegians’ Dinner — Port Lincoln

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) 12 December 1935

OLD COLLEGIANS AT PORT LINCOLN The other day wid wl t |
Girand Howl, Purt Lincolt Dr. 1. M. Steeler was 1o e chals The parent bodies In Adeladde wers represented by Messrs John
and F. J Ward (5L Peleew), and P, L, Claridge iPringem) M

After 16 years in practice at Port Lincoln, Don moved back to Adelaide. Dr and Mrs Steele were presented with a
clock and a framed picture of Port Lincoln. At the opening of the new golf season Don was thanked for his long and
loyal service.

FAREWELL DANCE FOR DR. AND MRS. STEELE"
Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954) - 16 April 1937

FAREWELL DANCE FOR DR. AND
MRS. STEELE

A farewell dance was tendered Dr.
and Mrs. D. M. Steele in the woolshed
of Mr. Ken Hyde, Coomunga; on Tues-
day night as an expression of appre-
ciation for their services, and the
esteem in which they are held by
country people surrounding Port Lin-
coln. About 150 guests were present.
Dr. and Mrs. Steele expect to leave
Port Lincoln for Adelaide about
May 1.




"Departure of Dr. and Mrs. Steele"

Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954) 30 April 1937

Departure of Dr. and
Mrs. Steele

SEVERAL PRESENTATIONS MADE

On the eve of their departure from
Port Lincoln some of the friends of
Dr. and Mrs. D. M. Steele combined
to present them with a beautiful clock
of Inlald walnut and a frameq picture
of Port Lincoln. Dr. and Mrs. Steele
have been held in high esteem and
their friends feit they could mot let
them leave without some little ro'cot-,
nition of their good works during the|
16 years residence in Pory Lincoln.
The clock is inscribed “ To Dr. and
Mrs, Steele from their Port Llnooln’
friends.”

"DR. STEELE SAYS FAREWELL"
Port Lincoln Times (SA : 1927 - 1954) - 14 May 1937

DR. STEELE SAYS FAREWELL

—-

Dr. Donald M. Steele, of Thorngat »,
writes : —Before |eaving Port Lincoin
I had hoped to call on many people
10 sny farewell, but time did not per-
mit.  Would youn kindly grant me
space In your volumps to do =0 now,
also to express my best wishes for
the future prosperity of the town and
district,

On returning to Adelaide, Don and Winnie were initially living at Thorngate, but by May 1938, they had moved to
Glenelg, residing at 6 Mosley Street, Glenelg near the home of his brother, Dr Ken Steele.

In September 1938, he joined the Executive Committee of the Glenelg District Cricket Club and in October 1938, his
Lawn Bowls membership was transferred from Port Lincoln to Glenelg.

World War Il

In 1941 Don was appointed an Honorary Captain in the AAMC. His WWII record has not yet been opened to the
public, however as his name continued to appear in the SA newspapers throughout the years of WWII, frequently
being thanked for the successful delivery of babies, it is apparent that Don’s WWII service would have been part-

time, and it is probable that he served on medical boards for the recruitment of service personnel.

Don and Winnie’s son, lan MacDonald Steele, studied medicine at the University of Adelaide from 1941 and gained
his MB BS in 1948.

Post WWII

The Steele’s frequently took holidays in January and often returned to Port Lincoln for the fishing, staying at the Pier
Hotel.

In July 1949, Dr. John L. Stokes joined Donald MacDonald Steele and Dr. D.C. Dawkins in the practice at 25 Jetty
Road, Glenelg.




Dr lan Steele married Miss Mary Burges, the daughter of Mrs. Howard Burgess of Glen Osmond and the late Mr.
Burgess, at St Saviour’s Church, Glen Osmond on the 23™ of August 1950. The couple has a daughter, Penelope
Anne, in August 1952 (B.Sc., (Hons.) Adel. 1953) and a son, Peter MacDonald in October 1952.

Don and lan competed in the Father and Son competition at the Royal Adelaide Golf Club, winning the Wendt
Trophy in October 1952, coming second in 1953 and third in 1954.

Death

Donald MacDonald Steele passed away on the 25 of July 1962, aged 69. He was cremated and his ashes were
interred at Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide. Don was survived his wife, Winnie and their two children, lan and
Janet.

Winifred Annie Steel passed away on the 12" of June 1965 and her ashes are interred alongside Don’s at Centennial
Park Cemetery, Adelaide.

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer and Rob O'Shannassy AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee
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