Major Wilfrid Rippon Snow

D.S.0., M.C., MiD

Played with Adelaide University

Cricket Club: B Grade (1910/11)
Degree: B.E., Dip. App. Sc. (1914)




Background

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive
behind the series of biographical publications is the Adelaide
University Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our
players who served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These
brave men put on hold their academic, professional and
sporting careers for King and Country in the name of peace
and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee is
endeavouring to identify every one of our players who
served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their
sacrifices and further contributions to society will be
recognised by future generations.

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a
memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University
Oval Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a
picket fence between the pavilion and the scoreboard with
each picket bearing a plaque with the name of an
AUFC/AUCC player who served.

The following documentation relates to the life of Wilfrid Rippon

Snow. It is compilation of information and photographs collected
from a variety of historical sources.

AUFC/AUCC ANZAC MEMORIAL COMMITTEE




Service Record

discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C1108605



http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C1108605
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Biography

Early Life

Wilfrid Rippon Snow was born on the 9 of June 1893 at North Adelaide, SA, the son of Francis Hugh Snow and Flora
Langman. His siblings were Hilda (b1888), Harold (b1890) and Arthur Maurice (b1897). Francis Snow was a metal
broker and well-known Adelaide businessman.

Schooling

Wilfrid attended Prince Alfred College, Adelaide from 1901-1909. He won fifth prize in the Second form in 1903. He
passed his Primary Examinations in 1906 and Junior Examinations in 1907 (equal 14 in English Literature for
candidates under age). In 1908 he received first prize for the PAC Lower Sixth Form (University). Wilfrid competed
his Senior Examinations in 1908 (45" on the general honours list for candidates under age) and his Higher Public
Examinations in 1909. He was awarded the PAC Librarian and Curator’s prize in 1909.

While at PAC, Wilfrid was a member of the cricket team in the 1908/09 and 1909/10 seasons. In 1909 he was a
member of the Inter-collegiate team which played against St Peter’s College in December.

THE COLLEGE TEAMS.

In addition tn the four district matehes
the papular contest between Prince Alf;
and st Peter’s Call will bﬁl‘n on ‘*Jtul‘-
day. Tt will be plaved on |
Gyl and will be mmmm:d during 1hn
week until it has been won,  1'he reco
ol ;..nm-ls:‘:mw cqual—15 alf,

£ >

sPsC.
K. N Steele (eapt) AL (- Moveos
DM Stevde tveapt) 4 I'v\“m\
. AL Willeax . d
E. P. Tloward | PP Hsuvnrd
A G W anl A, Stevenson
R, Warneel . 1. Davidson
b T, Canan . William=
1. K. \-hlv\ A H. Wendley
F. 1. Goddar - E. Daw
W I:. ‘Show I . Switr
J, K. Sullizan oL Murrar,
F. N \nﬂnn 12th

1909 - PAC First Eleven

P.A.C. FIRST ELEVEN.

F. Chapple, Esq. W. R. Snow E. L. P, Goddard ]J. R. Sullivan R. Warnecke F. 1. Grey, Esq. R. Snell (Scorer)
A. G, Ward D. M. Steele (Vice-Capt.) K. N, Steele (Capt.)  C., A. Willcox E. P, Howard
1. E. Ashby L. T. Cowan

W.R. Snow — Back Row — Second from Left




Adelaide University

Wilfrid commenced studying toward a Bachelor of Science degree at Adelaide University in 1910. In addition to his
studies at Adelaide University, Wilfrid also undertook subjects at the School of Arts (including 1911 Second Grade
Plane Geometry, 1913 Intermediate Measured Freehand) and the School of Mines (including 1911 Architectural
History, Metallurgy and Petrology & Mechanical Engineering).

In December 1914 Wilfrid graduated with a Bachelor of Engineering degree and a Diploma in Applied Science
(metallurgy) and a Fellowship of the School of Mines.

While at University, Wilfrid was a member of the Senior Cadets and he was appointed a provisional Lieutenant from
1°t July 1911.

University Sport
After playing 1st X1 cricket at PAC, Wilfrid tried his hand for Adelaide University. Starting in B Grade at the start of
the 1910/11 season, he had little success and it appears soon after he took up playing golf instead.

The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929)
Sat 15 Oct 1910

('RICKET.
TO-DAY'S MATUHES

The following will be the plagers th
ercond series of matches A grade richet |
this afternoon

( athedral Groond. —Glepelg v Port Alde
ide . —Gle W. 0. Cooper, C. Camp
bell, ¥ T. H G MHuton, . Kew-
sl ey L" Qusst, | bas ok \\ Mg
pog TN Wadds, 2 Yuil, und W, K. :
Yuul. P Adelade ¥ larvis 1* Rix,

W. M Alford P. D Rendell M Eofe, R Mon 24 Oct 1910 / Page 2
J Capaway, L E Howad, A Limb, A
Duncai. 5. 8 Mo, and Norman,

Page 11

Neutral Groymed -~ Adelasde v, North Ade B GRAPL‘ )

taiele \d‘:‘\td-"_';hll (lmH .'“’I.ll STURT V. UNIVERSITY.

virs. A . Moyle. L. University wen byV1!1 runs.

Wage. & Bulum, G 5. Dows. W MePe. i 5otk v

l. G 'l'ovn-. H. MeCarron ¥

North \.H..M-' Rloomficld, N (lax First innings .. .. ve o o8| o out. me o 20
!'nn P I%Aklk'ﬁh J. Pellew R M b—?&;,l::t lnmnp— 5
S 1, Shcaven, 5ad 8 Rv'v’:u‘m Kanie 2 o vmum "e. Cressweil, b. Holthouse v. 1
Unley O \;m v. University —Uné ?- Pai-ﬁ!ﬂ HOIMOWSE® .. oo oo 2o oo oo 3w oa ;
versity i ( (ampbell. € E Dollug ¢ ikmn:t“mm-'"n“"”ﬁ
F [.’f"" B Jones, F N Le Massurier. Eitras e +w om s we = : .
¥ E tsborn, N J Penay, H. O Rankioe, R g N o T
K N Steele, H B “.M snd A € ¥ TotllforSwickeu....——.--uﬂl

Widton  Surt (rom) O Hell A Hobt-
houwse. 1 R Woodforde, W A Hewer, —Sturt.—

W. H Christoph. I© W, Zehorn, W D T. R. Bailey, c. Pavia, b, Murphy .. ..

Price. G De Mole, P Grove, A R J. Humphreys, c. Blacket, b. Pavia .. .. 11

Duwepke A D G Sands wnd V' Gent x Hnnd:ﬁ c. Fisher, . PAvIR o o0 oo = g
[ niversitv—J  Blocket, K Mavia. K , ¢. Davies, b. Pavia OIIRTL 1

Gooden, (i Faber. W L Duvis 0

Murpl G Caus, s Suath G M
PMhiﬂhﬂ_ﬂF‘“ﬁMm-
Norwood Dval — West Tarrons ¢ East Tor

Torode, 1. PCUS .. o s o= o0 o= o=

McKay, nnt OUL oo oe o=

- - - ﬁ
. Framkel, b SO 10

 EmERZSZED
)

and W Whitty

Unmhouse.'u. lacket, b D:;'u-l A 1:
revs —West Torrers-W. O'Halloran, T W mc"nf:‘mg By Thesae e o
Wikde, H A Solls, " Backman, J Ar L' Grove, rum out .. e e e &
thir. L Gooden. T Ihllon, F. Willenore Extras B e i eny 1N
A Hartles. A Pretts. T Thompson e ® e
Fas Thm"l’"’ 3 P"l Broadhent, O J T«.; St sow
Camt. T Chamberian. L. W Cham —Huﬂﬁ) 2 f 39 PlVil. ( f.or |
berlun, | N (mwtord L R Rl 8 Hil, | Polts, xﬁgf 96; Davies, ;wlor i7; Fisher, 0 for 4;
W Huotton £ R Mavne R F Miuddleton |lw.\hy bowled 5 wides.




While at Adelaide University, Wilfrid played golf at the North Adelaide Club and competed in their Saturday
competitions.

The North Adelaide clob held « bogry com-
hedm on Saturday on their links at Monteflore
Ul. This course has improved [(mnsensely since
the recent meing and when the grasy has thick-
emved out the play wili be mvire enjovable. This
competition war won W. R, Snow, with § up.
This player, who lus recently taken up the
game, % good roond of RS, taking 4 for
| each wne holez.  Omn both rounds he failed badly
st the Iomg foarth: thm hole costing him 8 oo
occssions, OXnherwice his play was steady,
a2 hix figuwres shiow. First round. 5 4 5 B 4 ¢4 6
¢5—44, Second roumwl, 55285 5 4 § 44
The cther cards handed in were ax followd<A,
Gilese and E W, Ellis, square; L, Hayier, Al
G. Strawbridge, snd & A. Dowman, 2 down; G,
M. wmesn and M, Giles, 4 down: M. Marchant,
[l down: C. 5. Marchant 7 down.

World War |

Shortly after the commencement of WWI, Wilfrid’s father, F.H. Snow, was charged with unlawfully attempting to
trade with the enemy. The matter was tried and re-tried several times and finished in the High Court. The case was
not ultimately concluded until September 1919 with F.H. Snow being fined £2,000. (See Appendix 1)

Meanwhile, Wilfrid moved to Sydney and ran the office of his father’s firm there and attended the University of
Sydney where he commenced an Economics degree. He passed Business Principles (Credit) and Accountancy | in
September 1915 before returning to South Australian and departing from Outer Harbour by the R.M.S. Arabia,
sailing for London on the 23™ of September 1915.

Wilfrid enlisted in London in December 1915. He became a pupil with the Royal and Provincial Aviation Company at
Hendon and Member Number 2359 of the British Aero Club on the 28" of January 1916.

A ecabezram hos  been received  from
Mr. Wifrid Snow, staung that he nas
ontamed a4 rommission n the Royul Fy-
ing Corpe. snd that he v now stationed
at Procklamnds for further training. Um
wim arrival i London, acting on the ad-
vioe of 'mend=, Mr. Snow entered himeel|
a= 4 prpil with the Royal and Provineal
Aviption, Company  a: Hendon.
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SNOW, Wilfrid Rippon
9, Manor Rrad, Wallington, Surrey

Born 9th June 1893 at Adelaide, South

e Australia
Nationality British
Rank, Regiment, Profession

Certificate taken on L. & F. Birplane
A¢ London & Provincial School, Hendon

Date 28th January 1916

Bachelor of Engineering

British Aero Club — 28 Jan 1916
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W.R. Snow

He gained his commission in the Royal Flying Corps on the 23™ of February 1916 and was at Brocklands for further
training. He served with the no 2, 19 and 8 Reserve Squadrons and in France with No 10 from the 15 of May 1916.




Wilfrid was promoted to Flying Officer on the 18" of May 1916 and having passed his examinations at Netheravon,
was promoted to Lieutenant on the 1% of July 1916. Having obtained his “wings” he was ordered onto active service
overseas.

Wilfrid described his experiences in training in a letter to friends in Adelaide which is below.

. hquid up a vertical scale graduated
Amtor’s Experiences. miles per hour. These machines go 75 to

&) miles an hour flying level, but coming
dewn you can go any pace you like by

: ' RS . . simply nosing her down and descending
Fl;‘x::tcrrp? : :ﬁ'ﬁ:: ‘,?ﬁf“ﬁo?,f&’,‘,ﬁeﬁ“i,ﬁ mcre st_ee%ly, Then you have the throttle
wings’ and has been ordered for actve end switch just like a motor car and a

service abroad, has given the following ac- gauge to tell if the oil is circulating in the
count of tra experiences at —— eugine. Another instrument 18 the inclino-
in a letter to ﬂemﬁe in _Adelaide: - meter — a spirit level placed horizontally,
“The flying tests for one’s ‘wings’ consist the bubble being in the centre when you
among “other things of domg five or six ave fiying level. If one wing should come
cross-country flights of varying lengths. up the gubble moves up to that side of
F.ying these stable machines on a calm the level. It isn’t much good, though, ex-
day 18 child’s g"" _ You just sit in the cepting perhaps in a cloud, where you are
machine and she flies herself, and once glad to use all your instruments, as you
ou get used to flying in the air bvmh e absolutely lose all sense of direction in
thing beneath you %8 niol.lung ut E:'e every way, both horizonmll{) and verti-
joy. A bumpy day is of cowres SBovies cally. That is rather vague; but it means
story—you have to work for your living 7y et e Sl &3 were. it oe
Scme days at Brooklands I've come down o S R OO T be mvactialy
in a bath of perspiration with toiling at your instruments it wou, h prac t%
the controls while the machine has been impossible to steer a straight course or

ul! over the place. A fine lot of instru- tel! whether the machine was level and
ments all these machines carry, though it whether climbing or descending. All ““'5‘3
is bad pohicy to fly by your mstruments. instruments  (except the compass, of
You should fly by the feel of the machine. course) are on a sort of dashboard, as in
I'*at is much harder of course; but when a car, right before your eyes as you sit
you can do it it is much safer. The instru- right inside the enclosed nacelle or body of
ments are:—First, an altemeter: This the aeroplane with just your head stick-
stows how high you are—a clockiace ing out behind a bit of a wind screen. The
g'aduated in thousands of feet; and at machines are always cosy to sit in. Your
lrst it's uncanny to see the hand creep- legs stretch out just comfortably, ard with
mg slowly around as you climb. Then ycur feet you steer the machine. The
arother dial with a hand tells you how cl'mbing and descendinﬁ.) also the lateral

v

fast your engine is rotating—so many hun- stabilit : tick
5 rodiis : : ¥y, are controlled moving a stic
) Kevshuoie pet mmute.s o;f\ e',};?,;?, which comes uK vertically between your

thing this, with certain ty z : : :
nlthgugh y’ou can usually telreby the sound legs. You work it with one hand from

whether everything is running ri ht. An- side to su_le or back and forth. This stick
ther instrument tells you how fast you works quite lightly on the Aero compared
are going. The pressure of the wind as to the Maurice Farman; that is the ma-
vou whizz through the air forces a pink chine at Brooklands.

liquid up a vertical scale graduated in

August 1916




On the 17" of February 1917, Wilfred was promoted to temporary Captain and on the 28™ of March 1917 he was

awarded the Military Cross for conspicuous gallantry in action.

2nd Lt. Wilfrid Rippon B8now, R.F.C.,
Spec. Res.

For conspicuous gallantry in action. He-
successfully bombed a hoshils aerodrome
from a height of 1,000 ft. Later, in another
machine, he again bombed the hostile aero-
drome from a low altitude. On another
occasion he made two verjr daring trench
reConnaissances,

I.u-ul, wmnd B qm:-:i of the Rovall

ving Corps, who gun the  Iilitary
1|.r-.-l|. recently, is the accond son of Mr

CH.Buow, of Adelawle., I[opformasion has
hﬁ.-l:l. recpived By mble message tar the
recipient of the dwrlinection l'l!-:l bern pru-
moted Lo the rank of capiam.

—
- —

Anstenlian Aviator Hononved,

News has beon vecelvod of honors cons
forrod on unothot Auvstralinn at the front—
Wifrid R, Snosw, who left Sydnoy for ISng-
land, two years ngo, to Joln tho Flylng
Corps, Boon maining hils lleutonnoy hoe wis
gont to France. and wflor commeonduntion for
variouy fonts has now been awnrded Lha
Milltery Cross und recoived promotion o
tho rank of captain, The oMoelul report
staton: "Captudn Wilfrld Ripon Snow, of (ho
Iloynd Flying Corps, Spoe. Ros—Ho gue-
cepnfully hombed n hostile norodrome from
o holght of 1000 feul, Latey, In wnother mn-
ohine, ho again bombod the hostllo noeros
drome from o low nltitude, On unolher
ocenrgion heo mude two ,very daring trench
rooonnnlssanees,” Ad o ight commndor,
Captnin Snow Is In chnrge of slx machines,
16 ofllcors, und 60 mon, ‘This nows I8 of
wpecin] Intorest, ad Coptaln Snow was proi-
ably the first Australinn 2o join tho Plying
Corps, nnd hiza muny frionds In Now South.
Wales will honrtlly congraluninte the brave
voung avintor, nnd wish him @ #ato return
to Australln at the close of the wnr, Cap-e
tain Suow iy tho son of My ° ¥, S8now, uf

Adeluido,

On the 12 of August 1917 Wilfrid transferred to 2" Squadron and became squadron commander (temporary major)
on the 16™ of August 1917. Wilfrid had experience flying BE2C, AVRO, AW RES, Bristol Fighter and DHOs.




Wilfrid’s youngest brother, A. Maurice Snow, enlisted on the 23" of September 1916 and the brothers saw each
other in the latter half of 1917. Maurice was said to be ‘doing good work with the motor drivers’.

On the 4" of May 1917, Wilfrid wrote the following letter to Canadian Pilot, Alan Arnett McLeod, congratulating him
on being awarded the Victoria Cross. ‘Babe’ McLeod did not recover sufficiently from his wounds to return to the
squadron. He was repatriated to Canada after receiving (on crutches) his VC from the King. Tragically ‘Babe’ died on
the 6 of November 1919 in Winnipeg, Canada, having contracted influenza which led to pneumonia.

Dear licLeod,-

A thousand conzratul:tions. It Lao been
a long while coming through but that only makes one Lore
delizhted now that it is cut. Everyone is very bucked
about it and for nmyself I can't tell you how pleased I e
Tt iz the first V.C. 4n the lst Brigade and will be the
last I expect. The Pfirat ever 3-imed, to my knosledze
in a Corpa Quadron, You kave done uLore rfor thc name of
this Squadron than a dozem other. #ill do vill the end
of the war.

Ho# zre the wounda getiing on?  The Prince of

' Walea is more or le.s a Convalescent Hows ital 1c Jar as

I rcpember oo I supiose you Spend your tine poking about
Lon-:on. 2

Tave you heard frou Mamond latelye -Last I heard
w-.3 ~bout a fortnizht ago and he was Jtill at Rouen and
zoing on rokily well. :

Dunkerly who was wsounded the Jaie day 43 you
#ere i now in the Central R,F,C. Houpital at Haupotoad.
You pizht go and see hin if you're doing nolhinz.
: 1:ivclull is zuing on leave to=daye [ io lhere
now 2nd i3 cu.iny to wee you when he zets over and bring
in ; erwon the con_r tul Lions of the shole Sguadron,

Dontt forset 0. 2 20U Jren JiCR JoOu cdlc oulb
azdne I*1l poison the lalc.i Joined pilot if tlere
ion't a vacancy Jien you cone Overocioeliitltll

Kin:est rezarda,
Youry cioecrely,

(Sgde ) difrid R, Cnowe

Wilfrid was promoted to Major on the 1° of April 1918 and was awarded the Distinguished Service Order on the 22"
of April 1918 and was Mentioned in Dispatches on two occasions.

Wilfrid was granted six months leave of absence and left London for Adelaide, by way of America, on the 13t of
September 1918. He arrived in Sydney in mid-November 1918 and then travelled to Melbourne before catching the
express to Adelaide, arriving on the 215 of November 1918. On his return to Australia Wilfrid gave several interviews
detailing some of his experiences during the War (see below).




oft and visit friends.

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931)

T —
FOUR YEARS' HAPPENINGS.

“No airman worthy his salt faile to take
off his hat to the men in the trenches.
They are the fclowxs who won the war
and who euffered most. This business of

regarding every airman as s hero
:"'“‘::'h'ﬁb’:':' one. h‘l'&m who
eserves praise sood

o uws spoke Major W,

. Bnow, DB8.0.,, MC., of the Royal Air
Force, and second son of Mr. ¥, H, Snow,
of Aldgate, in the course of a chat with &
Morning Heraid reporter on his arrival in
Sydney last week from London. A Bache

lor of Engincering of the Adelaide Univer-
#ity, he gave up hie business in Sydney,
ana went to England in 1014, He Jearned
to fly, and wna almost eonuuuoud{ on the
weot front until he left on furlough in
Atvnt last,  Athough wearing a crown
on his shou!der and two decorations. he is
only 25 years of sge.
—Not Bupermen.—

“British avistors are regarded as super-
men, you know,” said the pressman,’
mildly. “Supermen!" exploded the major.
“They take the ordinary ricka of thaeir
jobs. They iive miles behind the fromt,!
in comiortable billets. An airman does
his four or five hours of flying, and then
shoves hia bus into the shed, where the
mechanica take it over, and goes off into
the mess for refreshment. e cun amuse,
himself then ag he likes—tennis, goli, bil-!
lards, or he can get out the car and go.
I the weather w

he may have nothing to do for days
but fill in time. Certain.y, the casualtics
are high—but what about the con ne
suffered by the footsloggera? Thera they |
are, plunging about in the wet, and mul, |
and filth for daye and weeks together. Wae
have good meals and baths, they get fed,
anyhow, and seidom take their clothes off,
They know danger, with a chance of a hor-
rible death, and the maximum of discom-
fort. 'The airmen, vn the contrar{ face
a gentlemantly sort of death, and have n
muximum of comfort, Then consider the
attractiveness of the conditiona. The air. |
man does artillery olmervation work, for'
instance, has a wonderful senwe of power.

He can at any moment call up any one of
a dozen batterice, and, directing the fue,
blow an enemy battery oul of existence.
It is an exlulurating fecling.  One seeq the
shellg creep up to and wipe out the oat-l
tery; sees an ammunition dump go up, |
trenches disappear.  Even in juat flying
one has n sen-e of freedom and indepen-
dence that the iniantry, sticking it out in'
the trenchies, never knuvan.”
— W onderful (hanges.—

Discussing the deveiopments in acro-
nautics durmg tae war period, the equip-
ment of aeroplanes at the {rout, and the.
possibilities of commenvial tiying after the
war, Major Snow was must nierestug.
“The deveopments in tlying are reaily in-
credilie,” he said, “In 1913, we had ma-
chinea of from 50 to 90 horsepower, doing
perhaps 60 miles an hour. When 1 came
away, the machines had from 3u0 to 330
narsepower, and, Hlyiog .evel, coud do up
to 140 m:ies an hour. The new machines
are a8 easy to learn and w drive as @
modern motor car—there s nothing in it.
My job was montly artillery observation.
I found it quite casy, with the luter wa-
chines, 1o keep buzzing away on the wire
less with one haud, while controling the
nachine with the other.” Complying with
s request for in.ormation on puoiuls on
wiieh the public is igoorant, the major

explained that communication hetween the

‘ the Germuns, carly in 1916, produced the

Sat 30 Nov 1918 / Page 17

FLYING AND FLIERS.

obscrver and the batteries is mamtairel
by a miniature wireless set,  Wihen the
pilot wants to “talk,” he touches « spring,
and & long copper wire is unwounl, and
trails oulngcneath. This is the aeriul and
wlhen it i finlshed with, it is wound  up
again.  Besides controliing the acroplane,
and operating # wirelers ret, the pilot alse
uses a machine gun, an eppavatus for
dropping bombs, and a photographic out-
fit. ware is another man on the aerc-
plane, as a rule, known wrongly as the
“obeerver,” whose principal duty s to
onerate a machine jzn and guerd the
“bus” against atta which generally
come from the rear. ‘The artillery, wigil-
ing to talk to the airman, lays out certain
signs on the ground, nnd the man, two
milea or more up, reads them. To show
the wonden‘ul_stabiity of the new ma-
chines,” waid Major Snow, “T will tell
you of somethi that happened. Two of
our fellows, while ﬂymﬁ, were killed out-
right by machine gun bullets.  But the
maching remained in position, and kept
going, in wide circles, till the petrol ran
out. Two days after it was found, prac-
tically undainaged, M wiles behind  our
lines, with two dead men in i1, It had
landed of its own a®ord,
—Types of Machines.— :

"When T went first to France everything
waw done with one clnss of machine, In
1016 they began to specialize, and to-day
there are five main cassea—fighting eingle-
seater scouts, artillery observation, long-
distance reconuaissance, night bombers,
and day bombers. One cannot use an artil-
lery observation bus, for instance, for long-
ditance work or fighting, because it js
heavily weighted with equipment, compara-
tively slow, and not quickly maneuvred.
\What does one do when attacked? O,
g0 into a mose spin rigat n_way—-.that de-
stroys his aim, Many a time I've been
droning along, hall asleep, and been awak-
ened in a hurry by bullets buzzing round.
One has to move quickly then, He's a
sneaking hound, the ald Hun. Ie just
loves to creep round the back of s cloud,
and take one suddenly in the rear. ’l.'}m'n
hin styie o fighting—crawling round like a
biessad barnyard cat. )

~The Fokker—And the Reply.—

Asked about the comparative succem of
the British and German airmen, r
Snow said in 1015 and part of 1016 the
British, although using only ove type of
machine, had dhdoubted superiority. '“We
used to chase the oid IHun all over the
sky,”" he eid. “We did things with our
tube of machines then that make our hair
risa now when we remember them, Then

Fokker singleseater scont, and we had a
bad time for a while. \We lost an awful
lot of machines, and lost our superiority.
But our reply came quickly. I think st
was in May, 1916, that we hegan to use
various types of new machines, and in a
little whie we blew Yhe Boche right out
of the sky. Never gince then has he got
back his superiority. We would often go
long distances behind his line, and not
dﬁ?enged During the Somme battle I
was tent 40 miles behinl tie front to drop
two bombe on a junction. I don't mnd'i
telling you I never expectad to get back,
and T took a small kit with me in the.
*bus, in case [ was made prisoner. But
never a llun came pear me. As we were
!ﬂda; back, however, my engine cronked.
t was 8 very near thing, but we managed
!to drop inside the Britiah lines.” Majo

r
Boow seid that ineredible things were done |

graphed by airmen, the pictures reduced to
& common scale, and a “morai¢” compiled,
{aithfully repmdu::f the whole i
!manner that allo it to be studied by
the General Staff. Aress of an extent of
900 .3::" miles would thus be treated.
The development in the camera itself was
w. At‘ ha:, the amn
tameray ours, but were
| now much #zm.’ or B
=—Fliers from Overses.—

As 3 coloniel officer who had comman

uadrons in the Royal Air Foree (ori-
! ginally the Roya] .ym Corps) Major

now most warmly praised the Domin
fiers. They made exceptionel airmen. *
'used to thank God whenever | got o
¢ol into m uadron,” he said.
"Among others, | had Sayers Aliport, of
Byduey, a splendid fellow. He wos attacked
one day, when he was in & slow old ’bus,
by five German scouts, whore machines
were 50 miles an hour faster than his. Bug
(he mccepted the proposition, and made ib
willing. Tle ahot down two, and the other
three cleared for their lives. Allport just
carried on, and fir'shed his job. That's
the type of men the colonial fliers are. One
day a C wes attacked b

‘anadian m’oz
seven Huns, and ¢ perforsted his tan
He fought his

and set hia wingv afire.
machine to the %ast, and ahot down thires
Hune. Then, aa his machine was coming
down', he craxled out on the wing that
wasn't burning.  This put the burning
wing upwards, and kept the flames away.
The machine eame down in no man's land,
and both the pilot and his observer, each

wounded in half & dozen places, wers
:ml:d The Canadian got the V.C. for

. —Tlying After the War.—

Major Snow would not talk about him-
self, hin wounds, or his (ecorations, They
were nothing out of the way, he eaid
—some men were lucky, and he waa one
of them, But he did mention, incidental!
that out of two squadrons (them are
machines in a squadron) hie and two others
comprised all who were not casualties, “‘So
far ukm:lmmc'rml tf},]ring Iia concerned,” he
remarked, “the technieal probiems have
all bern salved,  We have made more pro-
grees in ‘fom- years of war than we might

imye made in o century of peace, Mav'hin-n.
in reasonable good weather conditions, ean
make ﬂ:,lm af 500 milea comfortably. Tt
(in therefore, | think, simply a question of
[£. 8, d—will it prww? [ think aeroplanes
will firet be used regularly an mail carriers,
but they must soon become very numerous.
When [ was first in  England” every one
stared at an aeroplane—watched it out of
tight, Norw, Lhey are as common mi motor
cars,  The crganization of the British
neroplane  buwilding bwiness has  been
wonderful, and the end of war should make
thowsands of machines available, with
aviators and mechanics,




or five houre & day, and the rest of toe (§ of existence, I remember once calling vp
time they could spend as they chose, riding [Jone of our long range guns to silence a
on horseback, playing lennw or Williards, |l Boche beavy, mounted on a railway, that
and visiting peope. Compared with tie|l was shelling one of our headquarters at a
lot of the men in the trenches, who alxayz [} range of 15 miles, As luck would have it
had a chance of a herrible death, it 'u‘ the second Britia shot, fired from some-
just like @ boliday with a ¢ of flving fithing like I? miles away, scored a direct
thrown in. The airmen by way of con- [l hit. It et the who'e gun and train on
trast, had to risk a clean, gentlemanly [l Gre, and the flames were stil visible when
sort of deatn, They got an abundance (({§ 1 ieit the lines two hours 'ater.”
genuine thrill and sport along with theic (Il The Britisn aeril observers attracted a
work, and the maximum of comfort. The liovent deal of unfriendly attention from the
fellows in the figating squadrons had tie (§ Hune, and Major Snow acknowledgm pav-
most stremuons time.' ing been attacked by hostile fliers “any
Major Snov, who is the second son of tm_mhernf times.” It was quite the ngml
Mr. g‘rnucl H. Snow, of Aldgate, gave upifthing. The German airmen umally at-
hia busineas in Sydney and went to Eng: numbers, even when
jandin 1914, Hema lor of engineer- . . i
ing of the Ade.aide University, and is only [fito dc in the ¢irumstances 'argely depended
Zj years of age. He won'd not talk about(fion one’s own machine. 10 it were a slow
ain rapid promotion or his distinetions. (Hold “bus” ihe wime course was to “hest
They were nothing out of the way, he said {f:t” cut of the way, with a nase spin down
—some men were iucky, and he was one[fto destroy the other feflow's zim, 17 the
oi them. He did mention incidenta'ly |§imachine were a8 2ood as the German the
that out of two squadrons (there were 24 [Jpolicy war to stand np to hm and have
machines in a squadron) be and t vo others[fla acrap. Then he would uwually break
comprised all who were not casuaities || . .
Practically the whole of his work wae ar-|l Wien the Canadinns tock the Vimy
tillery observation, varied with might || Ridge Richtofen and hin “rirmns” were very
borbung raids. _ [l'msy in that part of the line  Major Snow
“Ubeerving for the guns,” said Major[feave a vivid deseription of them circling
Snow, “is wonderfully interestmg. When (Jiround in the light of a metting sun in
yoi get ap in bae air the wireles appara-||imechmes colored blond-red or back and
tus on the maciine enabes you to cal! up [fwith devils painted on them. Rehtofen
the xhoie of the heavy artillery in the (| wan a ciever fighter and for a long tine
corps, or the dircet fire of any one vai-[fhad the advantage in machines. Later it
tery on to any active target. You may, (| Was only a matter of stand up srapping
for example, when a couple of miles u,|Jl3gunst him, and & number of the British
pee a hostile battery shelling our front fines [l aces were just as good. Immeimann was
or billets. All yoa have to do i get ita|fshot down by a mere norics, 3 man w
exact location and bum on the wireless, [ vhom M‘lhﬁ Snow had leamed aviation,
and in five minntes ope of our hatteries|fland who had done only J0 or 43 houre
starts to bow it out of existence, One|[fivng He was 'mcky cnenzin to zet the
watches tae saells creep np to and wipe [J German at the right momn:, dive on to
out the battery. At apother time an am || bis '!lL‘“"d “pip him off,
munition dump may g0 up with a thunder- (| “Night bombing,” Major Snow went o
ing exviosion, or a trench gets rubhed ont || » roate, “was capital sport “e\"!ﬂl‘:
riaten. romembh ance czlline on A 20

ta ta%e it on as & sort of sde |

OVER THE LINES,
AN AIRMAN'S EXPERIENCES,

INTERVIEW WITH MAJOR SNOW.

Back lLome aiter tiree years of
acuve eernce with the Boyal Fy-
:ng Corps on tie Western front,
Major Wilird R. Snor, DS,
M.C., wio 1a spending a furiough in Douin
Auetralia, finds that there is & tendency,
on the part of the public almost every-
where to regard the aviators as supermei,
“Tuat is & notion,” he to.d an mierv.ever
on Monday, “that ought to be kno»;sed on
tae bead. It is quite a wrong idea .o
think & man must .e a jittle tin god bexorg
he can get into the Flying Corps, or t’n_al.
any special credit attaches to him whiie
ae is there. The actual flying of the ma
chine i8 no harder than driving a moior
car. The airmen had their job to do, lixe
any other branch of the army, and hoa-
ever difficu't and dangerous it might bave
been on occasions, they had an ndn:.tey
better time than the man in the trenches.
There is no airman worthy of ais ssli wao
fails to take off his hat to we infantry.
It was tbe good old foot sloggers who mad
to bear the t of the war, endure most
of its discomforts, and do the hardest
bgating.  With the present methods of
tratning and the latest patterns o ma.tvne,
almost anyone can learn to fly. The v
gest foo. on carth can hardly go wroag.

Bat were not casuaities emong airmen
m{ high? he was asked.

“Certainly,” was the reply, “but «hat
about the bed time the men were having
down beiow? There they were punging
about in the wet and mud aud alth for
weeis together, We bad good meais and
baths, while they fed as hest tney couids
and seldom toos their clothes off. ~Mem-
sera of ‘l'.xe l"lyinf Corpa went up for fonr

R am and anet _of the

PN PN

lo ta%e it on as & sort o] mde line, Nght tance reconasmnce, night bombers, and
fiying 14 another proof of how eamy avigton  day bombers. One cannot use an artiliery
has become and how the machimes dave  observation s’ for instance, for foug
Leen pwiected. Sometimes it was ynpos  distance work or fighting, becstwe it 1
isible (o see 2 hand in front of yonr face, heavily weighted with equpment, con-
and we charged into the dark, flying en- parabively alow, and ot 3
tirely by lominonw iptrumenta The ymr-  mavosuvred. In 1915 and part of 1916
neys were plarned beforehayl. We nsed  the British, aRhsugh using ouly ene type
to drop high explesives on Lhe enemy bl o writy, W
eta or ncendiary bom’s on s serolromes,  uad
and it was eany to note the resulte.  The oky
deve'cpments (hat have taken piae i fiy-  the
ing moce M5 are almost incred ble. In  ber, !

that year we had machines of from 30 to  the Fokker single-senter acout, we bad
@ horse-power, doing perhaje 9 miles an & had tme for & whie, A great many of
hoar  When [ came away the micaunes our machines were downed and we ost our
bed irom 30 to 30 hor»‘gua and, flying  ruperionity, but ouwr reply came quickly.
lz-el, con'd do up to 140 miles a2 hour. [ think it was in May, 1916, that we negan
When | first went to France everything to us variows trpes of now machmes, and
wae done with one class of machine. In  ‘n a litle while we : blew the
1916 they began to speciaiise, and today Doche right out of the aky. Ater that
there are five main ciases -ighting sngo it #as good-bye o his evpeniorily.”

seater scont, arlillery observation, (a2 dis




On the 4™ of April 1919 Wilfrid caught the American steamer Sonoma in Sydney for the USA. He arrived in Liverpool
on the 30" of April 1919 on board the Cunard Line Steamship Co Ltd Royal George which had departed from New
York. In the Post-Armistice period, Wilfrid was with the Head Quarters of the Army of Rhine. He was repatriated to
Australia departing from the UK onboard the Orsova on the 22" of November 1919.

Post-War Career and Family Life

Wilfrid’s parents, Mr and Mrs F.H. Snow left for a trip to the UK and the Continent in January 1920 and remained
overseas for a year and it is possible Wilfrid returned to managing the family business, Francis Snow and Sons.
However, this is not certain as Wilfrid’s name only starts to appear in the newspapers from June 1922, when he

recommenced playing golf. In August 1922, he played in the South Australian Golf Championships handicap event at
Seaton (Royal Adelaide) finishing equal second.
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GOLF FINALS.
—Bogey Competition.—
The last event of the meviing was the
bogzey competition, for which there were
over 80 entres. The performanc of J. E.
Stott was remarkable. His club handicap
was 8, yet be went outin 41 and home in
42. With the handieap, that made bim 4
jup on bogey, His stroke play was:—
«Out—5, 5, 5,4, 38,3, 7, 5, 4; home—3, 6,76,
5 3,565,385, 545 He won the event
easify. Among the others the best cards
were put in by B. H. Swift (%lus 1), 1 up,
L. G. Toms (minus 7) 1 up, W, R, Snow |
(minve 18), 1 mp, snd R. Jp A. Johnsion |
| (plos 8), equare. .

In December 1922, Wilfrid was mentioned in the Tasmanian newspapers, when he was about to visit the Zeehan
district, buying ore.

In June 1923, Wilfrid became engaged to Mabel Glace McCullough Ewing, the daughter of Mr and Mrs F Ewing of
Brisbane. The couple were married on the 24™ of June 1923 at St. Michael’s, Vaucluse, Sydney, NSW.




Wilfrid’s parents frequently opened their gardens at St. Wilfrids, Aldgate, to the public for various fetes and
charitable events during WWI and after the War.

St Wilfrids (now know as Beechwood)

In November 1924 Wilfrid became the Honorary Consul for Peru in Adelaide.

T ——
YT 15 Excelleney the Governofiieneral directs ihe pro-
visional recognition of Mr. Witkrip Rirpon Brow “as
Honerary Consul for Pera at Adelaide, in the Béste of South
Auebralin, pending the receipt of His Majesty's Exequaur,

From December 1924, Wilfrid became involved in a number mining companies, such as the Moonta Copper Recovery
Company Limited, which intended to acquire the copper cementation business of Wallaroo and Moonta Mining and
Smelting Company Limited. Wilfrid and Mabel were living at 86 Northgate Street, Millswood by April 1925 and
Wilfrid purchased a Buick.

43331 —A, C Mclutyre, Robe, Dodge.
lnuz—t, H  Andeison, Hobe, Dodge

43233 —Tustall Beos, Wandearah West, Dodge.
LA3354—R. K. A Grower, Brewiow, i
$33356=—W. . Vieey, Buick. ‘

baker.
433411, ), Warner, Ciordom, Ford
8342 =W, R Snow, Millkwood, ik
33430 A\ Fath, Kewlngton, Hudeon,
433445 Williams, Progert, Mexwell
33054, E Martin, Aldgate, Ford,
cuu—A‘z&: (Aus) Py, Ld,  Adelaide,

43845—=E. H. Chivell, Port Pirie, Ovarland.
$3345—C. E. Stirting, Port Lineoln, Muxwell,

2540—H. A M Waddikee, Marwell,
mu—r;‘:é & 'ﬁ"b«-u.. Boohorowie, Maz-

In July 1926 the company, Francis H Snow Proprietary Limited, was created to take over the family business
previously run under the style of Francis H Snow with Wilfrid as the company’s manager.




Wilfrid was a founding member of the South Australian Aero Club (1926) and was on the Flying Section of the Club’s
committee. He was described as a merchant in the Club’s application for the formation of the company, Australian
Aero Club (South Australian Section) Limited.

In December 1928, Wilfrid was a subscriber to the memorandum of association for the formation of the Bank of
Adelaide Limited.

Wilfrid was a Handicapper and Starter at the Aerial Pageant at Parafield in March 1930.

In April 1930, Wilfrid’s father Francis Hugh Snow, died and just a month later his mother Flora passed away.

MR. F. H. SNOW DEAD

——

BURIAL TOMORROW

Prominent Businessman

_ The death occurred in & private Lospital
in Adelaide early this moruing of Mr.
Francis Hugh Bnow, who was well known
in Adelaide business circles, He was 75
years of 5

Born in‘q:ork.»hu'o. Engiuud, Mr. Spow
came to Australia as a young man. Start-
INE as & COMMISKION agent mMany years agn,
he graduully dveioped a large metal-broking *
business. For the pas tiew years he had
been living in retivement. Mr. Snow
returned from & trip to Britsin in No-
vember.

He took a grest interest in the garden
at his residence, St. Wilfrid's, Aldgate,

w{her‘f z_urdctilfeh: were often ;n']d in aid MR, F, H. SNOW
of charity. Mr. SBnow was i Freemason X . . ;
A widow and four children survive :#&nwm A;:ej:':{e, }""""-“’.’.‘, man,
Miss Hilda Snow, of Aldgate, is the only oceurred u“-' alﬁ'" R o
daughter.w Nons ore Messrs, Wilfrid I, 2 o
Suow, who controls Fraucis H, Snow Pro
prictary Limited (metal brokors?!, of Ade.
laide; Harold Sunow, of Buchester (South
Australia); wsod A, Maurice Snow, of
Meadows.
The funeral will leave St, Wilirid's at 3
o'vlock tomorrow afterncon fop the Stir-
ling East Cemetery. The service will L
conducted by Rev., John Shaw, aesisted
by Hev., H. Hill

In addition to deaths in the family, Wilfrid’s business was suffering due to the world-wide depression and the slump
in the metal markets in the early 1930’s.

WIDE DEPRESSION
, de pr vaaton the motals s a
wor » suid Me, R.
Baow, of H. - metal

“Silver becanse of the silus
ton B i Our big market
or silver i there, all the Broker
ill wiver goss to India, but




May 1930 - Consular Agents Dinner

VISITING JAPANESE CONSULAR AGENTS ENTERTAINED AT DINNER LAST NIGHT—1t wus the first annnal  dinner  of  consuls in Souxth
Australin. 1t wos beld at Orentsl Heotel, Front Row (left 1o right) —~Messrs. ), Wallace Saadford (Sweden), R, G. Amerio (lals), K. [ooue
Consal-Genesal for Japant, Sir Frank Moulden France), Messrs, T, C, Wasson (America), F. Lancelot Pacsons  (Japan), Charles S, Toms
Latvia). Back Row—Muesetn . A Noble (Argentine!, A, MeKay (Norwar), 1. S, Rees (Belgiom!, W, B Snow  (Peru), W. E. Coombs
Liberiat. A, V. Duvenpors (Fialand', T. Hattori Japanese Chancellor), and J. H. Vaughan (CzechoSlovaking,

W.R. Snow - Back Row - Fourth from Left

Wilfrid was a member of the committee to arrange a reception for famous female aviator Amy Johnson in 1930 and
in 1931, he was again a Starter at the Air Pageant held in Adelaide in October.
June 1930

R

ADELAIDE PREPARES FOR Y: A COMMITTEE FORMED TO ARRANGE FOR HER RECEPTION

1 med to Ar d r q " 2 ol Ul o

A et ey vee b P £13 b C
Women), Dlosers, B, O Iiolargs (proeidaal o } R E ! L UL Wakehodd, memll‘

W.R. Snow - Fourth from Left

1932 brought the arrival of Wilfrid and Mabel’s first child, a daughter (Francis-Mary Snow) who was born on the 11t
of November at the Memorial Hospital.

Wilfrid invested in the new company Grunthal Gold Mines Ltd in March 1935. In addition, he was managing director
of the North Mount Farrell Mine (silver and lead) which operated in Tasmania.

Iucorporated yesterday as Grunthal Gold
AMines Ltd., an Adelaide company plans to
drain the old Grunthal copper mine, about
A mile from Verdun, pear the Adelalde-
Melbourne raliway line, with a view to de-
termining i's possibilitiea of gold production.
Recently assays have been made of =a
sampie of dump ore.

Two shafts on the property are nearly full
of water, The mine has been abandoned
t(.xf_abuut half a century,




In 1937 Wilfred became a Director of the Magnet Silver-Lead Mines (No Liability) company in Tasmania and later

that year his second daughter, Helen, was born on the 6% of June at the Unley Private Hospital.

February 1938 - Consuls entertained by Rotary Club

W.R. Snow - Back Row — Fourth from Left

World War Il

Early during WWII, Wilfrid along with many others, lost money when John William Walsh of Hatches Creek, Northern
Territory ‘disappeared’ with company funds. Walsh had been running a wolfram (tungsten) mining operation which

Wilfrid had be assisting with finance.

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Wednesday 31 January 1940, page 1

been financing Walsh in respect lo

‘ wolfram mining operations. Early In
MAN DlSAPPEARS 1939 Walsh's flnances began to drifl
and toward the end of December he

owed about £22.000, for which wil-
pess held securily for about £5.000.

mm‘ m n]s Walsh saw him on January 2 or 3

irom figures disclosed wilness

and
Bmm was of opinion thal he was lope-

lessly insolvent,

Walsh sald thal he was going 1o
Melbourne to see the genersl mana-
STORY OF TRA”SACT'ONS ger of the English, Scottish, and

Australian Bank, as he conld horrow
£5,000 from a Ken Stewart, of Ten-
ADELAIDE, Tuesday. n:nl ('.reckn.‘ and thal lh:' baunk had
HN Wilfam Walsh, of authority to pay him that sum. ite
Hatches Creek, Northern | also told witness that  the  Soulh
Territory, mine owner, left by Australian Brewing Company was in
plane for Melbourne on January lar.‘.xr'-l n uy; 'Im".l'! ln‘xl .“ ::n‘h-::;l
§ h'iﬂ( sent and was nll‘lhll ering bujyinz |

4 and emcopt 7 ; | €10,000 or £12,000.

telegrams to certain business as-

—_———

sociates in Adelaide a day or two SEAT WANTED IN PLANE
afterward he hag not been scten
or heard from since, ‘ He received a telesram  from

| walsh asking him to reserve a seal

That Information w&s given in| in Alice Springs plane the (ollowing
ovidence In the Bankruptey Court| eek. Sinee then he had nol seen
today hefore Mr, Forbes ‘Aclinz or heard of him. Walsh was g mar-
Registrar) by witnesses in support  ried man with two children, who had

of an application by the Shell Com-|  heen left destitute In Adelaide,

pany of Australia, Limited, for the Walsh had been aclively waorking

sequestration of Walsh's estate. Mr. | the Hatches Creek mines and  em-

E. Phillips appcared for the com- | ployed about 153 men. Witness had
ny. to guarantee thelr wages before they
No decision was given on the peli- wounld resume after January 4.

ti Walsh was under contract to de-

on.

Wilfrid Rippon Snow, ore buyer, | jiver all his ore to witness. [e had
of Northgate street, Millswood, said no shipment of ore held up on ac-
that for the nast three years he had count of war conditions.

Wilfred Allan Crosby, of Seaclifl,
& credit officer of the sShell Company,
said that two cheques by Walsh for
£100 and £150 respectively daled
December 8 had heen dishonored.

George Arihur McLean, manager

of Wallis Forgarty, Limited, at Alice |

Springs, sald that Walsh was
director of the company. He owed
the company more than £2,600. He
told Walsh in December that the
position must be cleaned up,

On January 4 he received a tele-
gram from Walsh saying that he
would be ja Alice Springs on Salur.
day. Walsh did not arrive and he
had nol since seen him.

HOTEL ON LEASE

George  Benjamin Bryant, of
Broadway, Glenelg, general manager
of the South Australian Brewing
Company, said that Walsh owed the
company about £300. Early this
vear he saw Walsh, who told him
that he was trylng to horrow £6.000
to enable him o huy the freehold of
the Wauchope Hotel, of which he
held the lease, Walsh also men-
tioned that he had a shipment o'
wolfram In & German steamer Iying
in a neutra] port, otherwise he would
have had plenty of funds.

Willlam Turnbull, of Austin street
Adelaide, manager of Mineral ‘Tra-
ders Limited, said that Walsh had
not sought & loan of £11,000 from
him on January 4. Walsh gave him
£30 cash off his account. Walsh had
a wallet filled with notes.

He saw Walsh leave by plane for
Melbourne on January 4 and las’
spoke (o him by telephone on
January 6.

Wilfrid enlisted for WWII with Service Number SN 4336. His WWII record is not yet open to the public. Wilfrid was

one of four airmen from WWI who led air training units in South Australia.




Will Lead
Air Training Units]

Four airmen who won the Mili-
tary Cross in the 1914-18 war have
been appointed leaders of four|
squadrons of the Air Training
Corps to he formed in South Aus-
tralia

They are Squadron-Leaders J. D.
Flder fnorth and north-east dis-
tricts), W R Snow tsouth and
south-east), C R. Richards (=south
amd snuth-western), and J. R. Bart-
lett (north and north-west).
Squadron-Leader Snow i< also a
D.S.O. winner

Wing-Commander A G Barrett,
who is in charge of the AT.C. in
South Australia and Broken Hill,
said today that there had been
many inquiries from youths of 16
and 17 eager to join the corps.
Trainees would be issued with
uniforms and would be eligible for
promotion up to the rank of ser-|
geant. |

October 1941 Air-Training Corps — Officers in Conference

AIR-TRAINING CORPS OFFICERS IN CONFERENCE

-

THE OFFICER IN CHARGE of the newly formed Air Train-
ing Corps (Wing-Commeander A. G. Barrett) and his Ffour
squadron leaders met at corps headquarters, A M.P. Building.
today to discuss plans for the teainming of youths of 16 and
17 for the R.A.AF From left.—Squedron-leaders W. R.
Somow, DS.O.,. MC: J. R. Bartlett, MK Wing-Commander
Barrett, and Squadron-Leaders . R. Richards, M.C.; and J. D.
Elder, M.C.

Squadron Leader W.R. Snow — At Left

November 1941 - Officers of the Air Training Corps

OFFICERS cf the Air Traiming Corps begon o refresher course of drill ot the Exhibition Building lost

night under R A AF instructors, Moxt of them carried out their tirst drill since the lost wor From

Left— Flying-Officer G W Burns, Flying-Ofticer H N Marriott, Squodron-Leader C R, Richords,

Squadron-Leader R Barbour, Wing-Commander A. G Barrert, Squadron-Leader J. R, Bartlett, Flight-

Lieut R Burnell Flving-Otticer L W Grove-Jories, Squadron-Lesder W R Snow, Flying-Officer C J
Fulten, and W -0 A G Williams.

Squadron Leader W.R. Snow -Third from Right




September 1942 — Air-training Corps Officers

AIR-TRAINING CORPS OFFICERS gathered to discuss arrangemencts for the boys’ street march
this afternoon. The officers are (from left) Squadion-Leader W. R. Snow, Wing-Commander A. G.
Barrett, Squadron-Leaders C. R. Richards, and W. R. Wood.

Squadron Leader W.R. Snow — At Left

In May 1943, Wilfrid became the President-elect of the Adelaide Rotary Club.

* _4" odest

IR. Wilfrid R. Snow, a city
ore buyer, who i1s president-

elect of Adelaide Rotary Club. is
nothing if not retiring.

In a speech—a gem of modesty
—which followed the announce-
ment of his election at this week's
Rotary luncheon., he chided the
board for his "“unearned and un-
warranted'” selection.

As 8 member of the Royval Flv-
ing Corps in World War .. M:
Snow won the DSO. and MC.
and was (wice mentioned in des-
salches

He is now & squadron-leader in
he Air Training Corps. command.

ng the 70th Squadron. made up of
ads from south-eastern <uburhs

ers at Unley .
with headquar- ]k‘ ﬂm‘

—— -




Post-WWII

November 1945 - Consuls in Adelaide Attend Rotary Club Luncheon

Severo! comsuls retident in Adeloide were guests of the Adelaide Rotary Club ot its lurcheon yesterday, when United Nations Charter Week

was observed  The incoming Consul for the United States |Mr. Knowleton V, Hicks!, who wos the specker, is seen signing the visitors’ book

From left—Messss ) S Mehan (president of the Rotory Clubl, W. R Snow (Perul, W. E Coombs (Libens!, A. M McKay (Norwoy!,

C. 5 Toms (Letwie!, € A Mutchingon (retinng Consul for US), Dr. O, R E Brunner |Netherlonds!, Messrs R Coto (Caechoslavakial, E
W. Mitten (Sweden!, and Knowleton V. Hicks

W.R. Snow (Peru) - Second from Left

Wilfrid accepted a seat on the Board of Colton, Palmer & Preston Ltd (an Adelaide manufacturing company) in June
1946. In July 1946, Wilfrid laid the foundation stone for the new clinic at the Port Adelaide Central Methodist
Mission.

Additions To Pert Adelaide Mission

Mo Willrid Soow liying the loandation stane of the new clinic wi the Port Adelaide Central Metho
dist Mission on Soturdus alternown, The climie s 1w commemorate the work of its lounder, Mrs. A. 1.
Mt wteheon

AT,

W.R. Snow - Second from Left




In 1951 daughter Francis-Mary Snow was an Arts student at Adelaide University.

Wilfrid was elected president of the Crippled Children’s Association in South Australia in September 1951, a position
he still held in 1954 (the date to which South Australian newspapers were available digitally at the time of writing

the profile, November 2017).

September 1952

W.R. Snow

In September 1952 the family listed their property at 86 Northgate Street, Unley Park (formerly Millswood) for sale.
It is not clear if the property was sold as the Snow’s continued to live in Unley Park.




Under mstructions from WILFRED R. SNOW. Ewq.

A Most Attractive 7-Rmd. Residence

OCCUPYING A VERY CHARMING SETTING AT

[86 NORTHGATE STREET, UNLEY PARK

LARGF GROUNDS — TENNIS LAWN — 2 BATHROOMS.

aw e ably f the finest situations in the popular Uniey
U, “fh.s :n:o anc ‘::unt:-:m u:‘a!u. ARA
mm&n- any very substan®isdy bulit of orick--having
jarrah floors throughcut—and convenien:. as follows —2
i .e reception rooms LOUNGE AND DINING ROOMS: conuected
by fold Joors 3 BEDROOMS. one connected with an adjoining
ALL-W m.n %; 2 u;%cme ..".""""..‘::
ha tiled or B wa Uled- bast . well
ll#ﬁv 3 Opening

maid'< sﬂlmgm oom. oul from the room
's 8 particuiarly FiNE Jari«h '
equal 0 ano her laiwe room: uatg. . several bullt-in cup-
Other featues include —WA ENER. COKE HOT
WA SkRVICE, COMPLETE AIR INNG PLANT which
Jes cooied to each The inciude
POUSE SPLENDID BORE

The deilghtful grouncs. winich have a frontage of 135 1t by an
extending to 210 ft. are neatly lasns. gar-

.ns-:h. i tees, and fruit trees. and &

NORTH TENNIS &1’ surrounas

In January 1953 Francis-Mary Snow and Rosemary Cope were holidaying at Ocean Beach, Cottesloe, WA, with
Rosemary’s parents. Mabel then took Francis-Mary and Helen to Melbourne on holidays. Francis-Mary Snow
graduated from Adelaide University in 1955 as an Associate in Physiotherapy.

Death

Wilfrid’s mother, Mabel Grace Snow died in November 1955 and was buried at Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide
on the 14" of November 1955.

Wilfrid Rippon Snow passed away on the 15 of June 1956, aged 63. He is buried at Centennial Park Cemetery,
Adelaide. His last abode was at Unley Park.

Other Stories
Two newspaper articles published at the time when Wilfrid won his Military Cross state that he was at Roseworthy
Agricultural College in 1909. However other newspapers suggest that Wilfrid was still at PAC in 1909.

The book, ‘South Australian Airmen of the Great War’ states that for some time Wilfrid was on the metallurgical staff
at smelters at Wallaroo. However, no further details have been located to confirm this statement and to fit it into
Wilfrid’s story.

Legacy

Wilfrid and Mabel’s elder daughter Francis-Mary (Tissie) Snow married the Hon. Alasdair Andrew Orr Morrison, a
younger son of the 1% Viscount Dunrossil, GCMG, MC, PC, QC (1893-1961) and had a son William, (b 1960), and two
daughters, Alexandra (Lexi, b 1962), and Joanna Allison (Phreddie, b 1964).

William Morrison, 1st
Viscount Dunrossil

William Shepherd Morrison, 1st Viscount Dunrossil, GCMG, MC, PC, QC
was a British politician who served as the 14th Governor-General of
Australia, in office from 1960 until his death. Wikipedia




Appendix 1

W22 T Shrieg East Echool Honows Rol | The Arzac Punsl

History

Stirling East School Honour Roll

Mount Lofty Districts Historical Society
History Centre Conventry Library

63 Mount Barker Road

Stirling SA, 5152

In August 1918 a grove of birch and
mountain ash trees planted in the grounds

of the Stirling East School was dedicated by ) B S suiling
Mr Angus Parson MP to the memory of past o \ oA
pupils who had enlisted during the war. A o \9 _ Mdw
hand-lettered honour roll was unveiled, Lmure I
created by Miss Hilda Snow, the daughter of ‘Heamfietd
Francis Snow, a local metal broker and Mmo Exdmiscan

businessman. Listed among the names was
her brother Arthur Maurice Snow, who served in France. Another highly decorated brother,
Major Wilfred Rippon Snow, was a well-regarded airman serving with the Royal Flying Corps.

In Angus Parson's address he praised the former pupils for their sacrifice, but the anti-German
sentiments he expressed were no doubt shared by some of the local community. Local
townships, settied by German immigrants more than half a century before, had changed
names. Germantown Hill became Vimy Ridge, Grunthal was known as Verdun and Hahndorf
was now Ambleside. In all, sixty-nine South Australian placename changes were gazetted in
January 1918.

An alleged case of treason divided wartime opinions in the Adelaide Hills when Francis Snow’s
strong interest in German culture, and his long-term legitimate business interests in supplying
copper ore to the German market, became a matter of national interest.

In December 1914 he was charged with ‘attempt and endeavour unlawfully to trade with the
enemy’ during the first few months of the war. Initially acquitted, an appeal from the Crown
had him placed under house arrest. The case dragged on until September 1919, when he was
fined £2000. Interestingly, Arthur Blackburn VC, barrister and parliamentarian, who had a well-
known dislike of Germans and ‘disloyals’, assisted Frost’s King’s Counsel at the final trial.

Rivalry between the Adelaide Hills gardeners and plant collectors, including Francis Snow, led
to plant gathering expeditions for rare and exotic plants, to Eurcpe, Asia and the Americas. 5¢
Wilfred's, the garden he created at Aldgate in the late 1200s, was his passion. Ostracised by

hep Navzacponal dve gov suftsionpsceca Helurewpee-wer -tre oo e aliting-ed sl-schookh o out-ol

ws
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many for what was seen as an act of treason, insult was added to injury when Francis Snow's
blooms took first prize at the local flower show.

Bl Som B baee.
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