
 

2ndLieut. Thomas Balfour Cooper Sard 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club: 1914 
(Intervarsity & Blue for Football 1914) 

 
Cricket Club: 1913/14 - 1914/15 - B Grade 

 
Teacher and Arts Student: 1913 - 14 & Economics 1921 

 

 



 

Background 

 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive 

behind the series of biographical publications is the Adelaide 

University Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our 

players who served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These 

brave men put on hold their academic, professional and 

sporting careers for King and Country in the name of peace 

and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee is 

endeavouring to identify every one of our players who 

served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their 

sacrifices and further contributions to society will be 

recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University 

Oval Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a 

picket fence between the pavilion and the scoreboard with 

each picket bearing a plaque with the name of an 

AUFC/AUCC player who served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Thomas 

Balfour Cooper Sard.  It is compilation of information and 

photographs collected from a variety of historical sources. 
 

 

 

AUFC/AUCC WW1 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 



The AIF Project 
 
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=266611 

 
 

 

Thomas Balfour Cooper SARD 

Date of birth 27 November 1892 

Place of birth Port Adelaide South Australia 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation School teacher 

Address Eastwood, South Australia 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 24 

Next of kin Mother, Mrs B A Sard, 4 Park Terrace, Eastwood, South Australia 

Enlistment date 1 October 1916 

Rank on enlistment 2nd Lieutenant 

Unit name Special Draft, AIF Officers 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 34/13/1 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A71 Nestor on 28 
February 1918 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, on board RMS Ormonde on 7 March 
1918 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Fremantle, Western Australia, on board 
RMS Ormonde on 13 March 1918 

Rank from Nominal Roll 2nd Lieutenant 

Unit from Nominal Roll special DRAFT 

Promotions 2nd Lieutenant 
 
Unit: Unallotted (Aust) 
Promotion date: 1 October 1916 
Lieutenant 
 
Unit: INF32 
Promotion date: 18 August 1918 

Fate Returned to Australia 28 February 1919 

Miscellaneous details (Nominal Roll) *Given name Thomas Balfour 

Date of death 28 April 1971 

 

 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=266611
https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=MIS.SDAIFO


Service Record 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8074865 

 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8074865


Biography 

 

 

Early Family Life  
Thomas Balfour Cooper Sard was born on the 27th of November 1892 to Samuel Austin Sard (1860 - 1925) and 
Barbara Alice (nee Cooper - 1868 - 1950). 
 

Family History 
Thomas's father, Samuel, was less than one year old when he had departed from Plymouth, England in 1861 to 
South Australia with his father Richard William Sard (1827 - 1905) and mother, Deborah (1830 - 1898). After arriving, 
the family settled in the Port Adelaide Area. Richard had been a rope and sail maker and able seaman prior to 
immigrating to Australia. The Sard family had been well off and owned "Sard's Ship and Rope Chandlers" factory in 
Bermondsey, London. The ropes were manufactured and laid out in long rows called "rope walks". 
 

 

"The Rope Walk" - Bermondsey, London 



The Sard family also owned a row of rental houses nearby for their factory workers. After the business had been 

passed down to his older brother, Richard decided to take to the sea and travelled widely including voyages to 

Sydney and the Dutch East Indies. This was in the decade before deciding to immigrate to South Australia. 

 

In Australia, family life was not easy. Richard and Deborah lived in Dale Street Port Adelaide initially and 

unfortunately police records show two episodes of domestic violence. Then tragedy struck in 1975 when three of the 

family's young girls all died in 1875 within 60 days of each other from Scarlet Fever. 

 

On 17 November 1887, at 27 years of age, Samuel Austin Sard married Barbara Alice Cooper in Port Adelaide, South 

Australia, and they were later residing in Spring Street, Queenstown. Thomas Balfour Cooper Sard was their third 

born of seven children. 



 

Thomas's father Samuel had a variety of employment during his life and was working at a flourmill where he suffered 

a broken leg in 1900. 

 



In 1911 his father was fined again for allowing a cow to stray onto the Port-road plantation. 

 

In 1912, Samuel was working as a wharf labourer, when a newspaper reported that he had discovered a dead man. 

  

From The Register Adelaide Friday 2nd Feb 1912 Page 5 

Thomas's father, by age 65 was working as a ship's cook, however sadly, in October 1925 he is reported to have died 

on board a ketch returning to Port Adelaide. 

 

Education 

Thomas's early schooling was at the Port Adelaide Public School (opened 1878) and in late 1906, age 14, he sat for 

and passed the Pupil Teachers Examination which allowed him from 1907 to complete his secondary education at 

the Pupil Teacher's School in Grote Street Adelaide (became Adelaide High School from 1908). Pupil Teachers would 



act as monitors and assistant teachers while they also had to study and sit for the junior and senior public 

examinations. 

 

 

While at Adelaide High School he was a member of the First XV111 Football Team and in 1909 played a match 

against the old scholars. 

 



  

Teaching Career and Football 

In 1910, he received a promotion while teaching at Kilkenny. That winter, he was playing football with the Portland 

Imperial Football Club, playing in the SA Football Association. The following year the team merged with Port 

Adelaide Football Club to become the Port Adelaide II's (Seconds Team).  

 

  



In the summer of 1911, he was also turning out for the Ethelton Cricket Club. 

 

In 1912, he received an appointment to be “Locum Tenens” as the temporary Head Teacher at the Sutherland’s 

school, a small country town north of Adelaide, just east of Eudunda. 

 

In May 1912, he was appointed to a provisional teaching position at Kooringabie and Tallala, on the West Coast of SA 

and was playing tennis for the local team. After a day's tennis in October 1912, he was reported as providing some of 

the music at the dance. His musical talents seem to be part of his life story as he is often reported as performing at 

his sporting club socials. 

 



In June 1913, he passed Intermediate Freehand Drawing at the Adelaide School of Art. He also continued playing 

football with the Port Adelaide Football Club B Grades when they played off against Sturt in the Grand Final in 

August 1913. Although Port had finished minor premiers they were defeated in both the regular grand final and the 

challenge final.  

     

   

The following week he played in an Adelaide high School Old Scholars v Present Scholars match. 

  



Adelaide University Enrolment 

In 1913 while still teaching he was also selected to attend the Teachers Training College and was able to take 

relevant subjects at Adelaide University. In 1913 he was enrolled in the Arts Faculty studying the subject "Education" 

and passing with a Division III level. In 1914 he was studying and passed Botany. 

University Sport 

While studying at Adelaide University student, Thomas played two seasons of cricket (1913/14 & 1914/15 in B 

Grade) and one season of football (1914 in A Grade) 

  

Already recognised as a talented young footballer, he was a good acquisition for the University team and his only 

season of football for the "Blacks", saw him regularly amongst the best players. His first game was a pre-season trial 

match against league team North Adelaide. 

 



Later in the year after a fine season he was a member of the victorious 1914 Intervarsity football team and was 

awarded a Blue that year.  

 

 
Adelaide University 15 goals 11 points defeated Melbourne University 8 goals 8 points 



Now an assistant teacher at Hindmarsh School during the 1915 football season, Thomas was no longer eligible to 

play with University and he returned to his original club, Port Adelaide, where he played two league games. Playing 

most of his games with the Port Adelaide B Grade, he was a member of their premiership team. In 1916, he played 

with the Port Adelaide Patriotic League team, before enlisting in October 1916. 

World War II Service 

Thomas Balfour Cooper Sard's Service Record shows him enlisting on 1st of October 1916, with the commissioned 

rank of 2nd  Lieutenant (Special Draft AIF Officers). He would have been a suitable candidate, having previously had 

two years experience in the Senior Cadets (between 14 - 18 years of age), and is listed also as having nine months 

with the AIF, probably undergoing officer training. The "Special Drafts" of suitable men for officer training was in 

response to shortages of officers on the Western Front, a result of the horrific losses at Gallipoli and in France.  

At the time of enlisting for service abroad, Thomas was nearly 24 years of age, 5 ft 5¾ in tall and weighing 146 lbs. 

He was not married and his mother, Barbara Alice Sard who was living at 4 Park Terrace Eastwood, was listed as his 

next of kin. 

It is unclear from his service records where he was sent initially after enlisting in October 1916 and it was not until 

the 28th of February 1918, before he embarked for overseas service from the Port of Melbourne on the troop ship 

HMAT Nestor A71 (pictured below - Australian Maritime Museum Photo). 

 

Arriving in Liverpool England on the 20th of April 1918, Thomas was sent to the No. 3 School of Instruction for 

Infantry Officers, Kandahar Barracks at Tidworth in Wiltshire, England. Following his training course, on the 20th of 

July 1918, he embarked for France from Southampton and arrived at Le Havre on the Normandy coast the following 

day. Two days later he was assigned to the 32nd Battalion.  

Thomas remained in the "Field", until the 14th of December 1918, when he was granted leave in England until 

Christmas Day after which he re-joined his Unit in France. Thomas had been promoted to Lieutenant on the 27th of 

September 1918. 



Service records do not give details of any action he saw, but some idea comes from the following Extract from 

Australian War Memorial Reference AWM4/23/49/1-23/49/44.  

"Unlike some AIF battalions, the 32nd had a relatively quiet time during the German Spring Offensive of 1918 

as the 5th Division was largely kept in reserve. The Allies launched their own offensive with the battle of 

Amiens on 8 August, in which the 32nd Battalion participated. It was subsequently involved in the operations 

that continued to press the retreating Germans through August and into September. The 32nd fought its last 

major action of the war between 29 September and 1 October when the 5th and 3rd Australian Divisions and 

two American divisions attacked the Hindenburg Line across the top of the 6-kilometre-long St Quentin Canal 

tunnel; the canal was a major obstacle in the German defensive scheme.  

 

The 32nd was resting and retraining out of the line when the war ended on 11 November 1918. On 8 March 

1919, after the gradual repatriation of men to Australia, the remnants of the 32nd Battalion were merged with 

the 30th Battalion."  

Thomas remained in France until late January 1919 and returned to Australia, departing France from the Port of 

Boulogne and then boarding the HMAT Anchises (A68) at Devonport, England on the 28th of February, arriving in 

Adelaide on the 11th of April. He was formally discharged to return to civilian life on the 28th of April 1919. He 

received The British War Medal and The Victory Medal. 

 

After World War 1 - Return to Teaching and Football 

On his return from the War Thomas resumed teaching and returned to his football career. The absence in the War 

years and frequent school transfers would mean he was unable to have a long career at league level. His first 

appointment after being discharged was at Sturt Street School in Adelaide and during his time there 1919 and 1920 

he managed to play 7 games for the Norwood League team. A teaching appointment until July 1920 in Port Pirie also 

saw him play some games with the Proprietary Football Club and then was able to complete the season with 

Norwood.  

  

Recorder (Port Pirie, SA : 1919 - 1954), Saturday 3 July 1920 



In 1921, Thomas re-enrolled at Adelaide University, studying and passing Economics. Also, during the winter, he 

played 7 league games for North Adelaide. Thomas was then appointed to the New Barmera School, which was 

opened in January 1922. The Education Department could not have made a better choice as its first head teacher.  

 

 



The following newspaper article titled "A Teacher Loved By Scholars and Parents", shows how well he was thought of 

by the Barmera community. Thomas took an interest in all the local sports and although now in his early thirties he 

was still a good footballer and cricketer. While in Barmera, he also developed a keen interest in golf. He involved 

himself in wider club activities, presenting a musical item (vocal) at a football club social and similarly at a golf club 

function in 1924. The following article was written at the time "Tom" Sard received a transfer to Nuriootpa in April 

1925.  

 



No sooner had he been transferred to the Nuriootpa Higher Primary School, Thomas received notice of his 

appointment as the head teacher at the upgraded Millicent School. 

 

On the 6th of January 1926, Thomas married Jean Leggat Riddoch, eldest daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Thos. Riddoch of St 

Peters. Jean was born in Glasgow, Scotland in 1906. Thos. Riddoch had been a professional golfer. 

 

Thomas and Jean had three children (all girls), with their first daughter born on the 22nd of November 1926, in 

Millicent. Thomas stayed involved with football and coached and played for a local team (The Warriors). It would be 

characteristic of all his school appointments, that he became involved not only in education duties, but also in local 

sport and community affairs. 

In 1928, after three successful years at Millicent, Thomas was transferred back to the Riverland, as Head Teacher at 

Waikerie Higher Primary School. After the High School was established at Millicent, his position would have been 

downgraded, so he was relocated to Waikerie to maintain his status. On the 14th of March 1931, daughter number 

two, was born at Waikerie. He was a vice-president and league delegate for the Waikerie football club. 

In 1932, Thomas was appointed Headmaster of the Murray Bridge Primary School.  On the 14th of November 1933, 

Jean and Thomas had their third daughter born at the Soldiers' Memorial Hospital, Murray Bridge. 



 

By 1935, Thomas was acting as Registrar of Murray Bridge Technical School. He was a member of the Murray Bridge 

Golf Club Pennant team. In January 1937, he returned to Adelaide to be Headmaster of East Adelaide Public School. 

In August that year he played in the AIF Golf Cup at Kooyonga. 

 

In 1941, after 5 years at East Adelaide School, Thomas was transferred to Black Forrest Primary School. A Police 

Report of the day then indicates he was living at Somerton South Australia.  

 

By 1943, Electoral Rolls have Thomas and Jean, living at Tarlton Rd Summerlea (later Somerton Pk).  

During the 2nd World War, Thomas's younger brother, Samuel Austin Sard enlisted. He had also enlisted in WW1 but 

was still in the Mitcham Camp at the time of the cessation of hostilities and did not serve overseas. Unfortunately, 



Samuel was taken prisoner by the Japanese, however he survived and was eventually repatriated to Australia at the 

end of the War. 

 

Thomas was still Headmaster at Black Forrest Primary School in 1948. 

 

Newspaper records are not available after 1954, however Thomas was still headmaster in April 1954, when he 

reported the theft of a 16mm projector from the school. He would have been 61 years of age at the time so it would 

be anticipated that he would have remained at Black Forrest Primary School until retirement. 

 



During his later years, he had moved to New South Wales and in 1968, he is in the NSW Electoral Rolls, living at 46 

Ernest St Belmont NSW; probably on holidays and residing  with a family member. 

His Army Records show that in retirement in 1969, he was living at Flat 6, 22 Sussex St. Glenelg. His records were 

being sought by the South Australian Branch of the Repatriation Department in connection with an application 

lodged for repatriation benefits. 

 

Death 

Thomas Balfour Cooper Sard passed away in 1971 at the age of 78 

 

Thomas's wife Jean passed away on the 8th  of August 1992, aged 86. 



Profile compiled by: Rob O'Shannassy (AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee) 

Sources and Acknowledgements: 

AWM4/23/49/1-23/49/44: 32nd Battalion war diary 
Freeman, R R (Roger R), Second to none : a memorial history of the 32nd Battalion A.I.F. 1915-1919(Norwood, S. 
Aust. : Peacock Publications, 2006) 
University of NSW - The A.I.F. Project  
National Archives of Australia - WW1 Service Records 
Geneaology.com  - Sard Family History - Steve Sard July 2nd, 2010  
Ancestry.com - Thomas Balfour Cooper Sard - Public Family Tree and Gallery 
Copies of Reports, Photographs and Results: Trove (Digitised newspapers and More): National Library of Australia 
(tagged as Thomas Balfour Cooper Sard) 
Series 108 University of Adelaide Calendars: Adelaide University Archives 
Series 524 Sports Association Members and Intervarsity Team Photographs:  Adelaide University Archives  
Appendices 
North Adelaide Football Club History Committee 
Norwood Football Club History Committee 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sard, Thomas Balfour Cooper  v.1 



Appendices – League Football Records 
 

North Adelaide Football Club History Committee Publication 
Players Who Served in WW1 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Balfour Cooper Sard 
32nd Battalion, AIF 

Born 27/11/1892 (Port Adelaide, South Australia) - Died 28/04/1971 (Oaklands Park, South Australia) 
7 Games 8 Goals (1921) 

Sard was a student at Adelaide High School, where he represented the school at football. On leaving school he 

studied to become a teacher. In 1910 he played with Portland Imperial. He played with Port Adelaide II in 1911. 

Sard got his first teaching appointment in 1912 at Koorangabie, and spent nine months there. 
 

He spent the 1913 season with Port Adelaide’s B side before joining the University team in the Amateur League in 

1914, where he was high in their best players in the losing side to Semaphore in Grand Final. Sard played two games 

for Port Adelaide in 1915, playing the rest of the season with Association side and featuring in their Grand Final side. 

Sard played the 1916 season with the Port Adelaide Patriotic League team before enlisting on 1st October 1916. 

He returned to Australia 28 February 1919 and joined Norwood upon his return. 

Whilst playing for North Adelaide he taught at the Sturt Street School leaving at the end of the 1921 season to take 

up teaching position at Barmera, where he continued to play football. He left Barmera for Nuriootpa in 1925, but 

shortly after his arrival was moved onto the new school at Millicent (1925-28). Sard then moved onto Waikerie (1928-

32) and Murray Bridge (1933-1936).He was Head Master at East Adelaide School (1937-1941), before moving onto 

Black Forest Primary. 

He died on 28th April 1971 and is buried at Centennial Park cemetery. 

ENLISTMENT DETAILS PLAYING RECORD 
 

Height – 5ft 5 ¾  inch Weight – 146  lbs 

Religion – Church of England 

Address at time of enlistment 

Park Terrace, Eastwood 

Occupation – School Teacher 

Age at enlistment 

23 years , 11 Months 

Date of enlistment 

1
st

 October 1916 

Returned to Australia 

28
th

 February 1919 

Next of Kin 

Mrs Barbara Alice Sard (Mother), 4 Park Tce,  

Eastwood, South Australia 

League Career 

1921 

Games 

7 Games 

Goals 

8 Goals 

Debut 

South Adelaide 26/06/1921 

(Round 8 – Adelaide Oval) 

Final Game 

Norwood 03/09/1921 

(Round 16 – Norwood Oval) 

Guernsey # 22 

Other Clubs : 1915 Port  (2 Games 5 Goals) 
1919-20 Norwood (7 Games 2 Goals) 

 



Norwood Football Club History Committee 
Players Who Served in WW1 

 

 


