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DFM 28/¢/123 /987
Aus. L0463 Sergeant Raymond Victor BANKS, Royal Australien Air Force, No, 178
,S adron. Sergeant Banks has partlolpated as fire controller in 9 daylight
ties. During an attack on shipping at Benghazi in July, 1942, the formation
1Q~ hich he was flying was broken up by heavy anti-aircraft flre, Sergeant
5% Banké coolly directly the fire of his aircraft, which was then subjected 4aq
concentrated eneny fighter attacks, Owing to hls skill one enemy aircraft was
.shol down, He then assisted in repairing holed petrol tanks, thus enabling the .
aircraft to reach friendly territory. By his exemplary keenness and devotion to
duty} this airman has invariably set an excellent example,
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 AUS 407023 PILOT_GPFICER F,4, WO®

Continued

The Poriresses stopped operating in December, 1941, When
the smericen mammed aireraf't went into sction they were symed with a
top tumret, a rear turret and an under turret, in place of the three-
belé=fed guns, beam, top and under used by the R,A.F.

On April 25th, pilot Officer WOOD was posted to No, 159
squadron, When the unit was posted to the Middle East, Pilot officer
WOOD flew his asireraft out by way of Gibraltar to Fayid on the canal,
He had an pustralisn second pilet, sus 403066, pilot Officer J, G.
MOXHANM; end Ans, LOWL63. Serpeent R, V., BANKS and Aus 401257, Sergeent
s Be Vm, both Wireless Air Gunners.

The erew went into sction immediately, They arrived one
day end bombed Benghazi snd Tobruk the following night,

Pilot Officer WOOD did 21 operations in the yiddle East,
8 of them with 159 squadron, Five of these were daylight raids on
Benghazi and Tobruk,

: On September 6th he was posted to a special Liberator flight
atieched to 108 squadron,

on ~ On 5th Oekober, 1942, Pilot Officer WOOD wes pilot of &
Wellington forced down in the sea through engine trouble while on the
way to Crete,

"One engine packed up vhen we were at sbout 4,000 feet",
Pilot Officer WOOD said, "We couldn't get rid of our extra tenk so
we had to diteh, I turned on the landing lights and glided down as
slowly as possible but it wa still too fast and the sireraft went down
in 25 seconds, The rear gumer was killed immediately when his head
struck the main spars The rest of us got out and climbed into the
dinghys The under tenk had burst and the water was thick with petrol
and we all swallowed & lot and were very sick for a while."

*§e were in the dinghy for 43 hours, Iuckily it wes quite
warm, elthough there was a heavy dew at night end we got wet through.
On the morning of the sixth we were locsted by Bisleys who dropped us
some waters They apparently toock a fix and reported ocur position.®

: "But as soon a8 they had gone a stom blew up and drifted
us 50 miles South East, and when the Sunderlands came out that after
noon they were unable to locate us, We could see them all that after—
nnon seerching for us. We fired our Verey Cartridges, but in the
dazzling sunlight they couldn't be seen, Most of them were damp any-
way. At darkness the Sunderlands disappesmed end we settleddwn to
Siceps The following morming they started the search again, We
watched them till latter pert of the aftermoon, when they left, We bagm
to worry a bit then,®

: *We had sane Horlicks malted milk teblets in the dinghy
which we ate but we hardly toushed our water as we thought we might
have to sit for some time and we had decided to start using it on the
4th day, Ve half filled the rubber part of our life jackets with our
water and cut the tin open &s a rain catcher, But of course there was
& clear blue sky from then on,?
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