
 

 
 

Capt. Reginald John Rudall 
 

 

 

Played with Adelaide University 

 

Football Club – A grade (1906, 1907) 

Intervarsity Football (1906, 1907) 

Degree – LLB (1906)  



 

 

Background 
 

Coinciding with the Centenary of Anzacs our incentive 

behind the series of biographical publications is the Adelaide 

University Football and Cricket Club's desire to honour our 

players who served in the Great War (1914 - 1918). These 

brave men put on hold their academic, professional and 

sporting careers for King and Country in the name of peace 

and freedom. The AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee is 

endeavouring to identify every one of our players who 

served and prepare life stories on all. This is to ensure their 

sacrifices and further contributions to society will be 

recognised by future generations. 

 

On Anzac Day 2015, the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, a 

memorial plaque was unveiled on the Adelaide University 

Oval Pavilion and this was followed by the erection of a 

picket fence between the pavilion and the scoreboard with 

each picket bearing a plaque with the name of an 

AUFC/AUCC player who served. 

 

The following documentation relates to the life of Reginald John 

Rudall.  It is compilation of information and photographs 

collected from a variety of historical sources. 
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The AIF Project 
 
https://aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=263019 

 

 
 

Reginald John RUDALL 
 

Place of birth Gawler South Australia 

Religion Church of England 

Occupation Solicitor 

Address Gawler, South Australia 

Marital status Married 

Age at embarkation 30 

Next of kin Wife, Mrs Kathleen Clara Rudall, c/o Savings Bank, Gawler, South Australia 

Enlistment date 11 August 1915 

Rank on enlistment 2nd Lieutenant 

Unit name 50th Battalion, 2nd Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll 

number 
23/67/3 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Adelaide, South Australia, on board HMAT A60 Aeneas on 11 

April 1916 

Rank from Nominal Roll Captain 

Unit from Nominal Roll 50th Battalion 

Fate Returned to Australia 6 May 1919 

Other details War service: Western Front 
Medals: British War Medal, Victory Medal 

Date of death 1 January 1955 

Age at death 69 

Place of burial AIF Cemetery (Light Oval, Path 45, Grave A West), West Terrace, Adelaide, South 

Australia 

 

  

https://aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=263019


 

Service Record 
 
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8073061 
 

 
  

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8073061


 

RSL Virtual War Memorial 
 
https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/294395 

 

RUDALL, Reginald John 
 

Service 
Number: 

Officer 

Enlisted: 11 August 1915, Adelaide, South Australia  

Last Rank: Captain 

Last Unit: HQ Education Services  

Born: Gawler, South Australia, 27 September 1885 

Home Town: Gawler, Gawler, South Australia 

Schooling: 
Miss Burton's Private School, Gawler (1895 - 96); Queen's School, North Adelaide (1897 - 99); 
Collegiate School of St Peter, Adelaide (1900 - 02); University of Adelaide (LL.B., 1906) & Christ Church 
- University of Oxford (B.Litt., 1911) 

Occupation: Solicitor, Army Officer & Politician 

Died: Hypertensive Ventricular Failure, North Adelaide, South Australia, 1 January 1955, aged 69 years 

Cemetery: 
AIF Cemetery, West Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide  
Section: LO, Road: 4S, Site No: 0A  

Memorials: 
Adelaide HB26 - Supreme Court***, Gawler HB1* WW1, North Adelaide HB5* Queens School 
(Anglican College) WW1, University of Adelaide WW1 Honour Roll Mitchell Bldg* 

 
World War 1 Service 

11 Aug 1915: Enlisted AIF WW1, Private, Adelaide, South Australia   

16 Dec 1915: Promoted AIF WW1, Second Lieutenant   

11 Apr 1916: 
Embarked AIF WW1, Second Lieutenant, SN Officer, 50th Infantry Battalion, HMAT 
Aeneas, Adelaide  

 

11 Apr 1916: 
Involvement AIF WW1, Second Lieutenant, SN Officer, 50th Infantry Battalion, 
Enlistment/Embarkation WW1  

 

1 Jan 1917: Transferred AIF WW1, Second Lieutenant, 13th Infantry Brigade Headquarters  

19 Feb 1917: Promoted AIF WW1, Lieutenant, 13th Infantry Brigade Headquarters  

30 Sep 1918: Transferred AIF WW1, Lieutenant, HQ Education Services  

11 Nov 1918: Involvement AIF WW1, Lieutenant, SN Officer, HQ Education Services  

1 Jan 1919: Promoted AIF WW1, Captain, HQ Education Services  

29 Jul 1919: Discharged AIF WW1, Captain, SN Officer, HQ Education Services, South Australia   

 

Published Biography – Australian Dictionary of Biography - Reginald John Rudall 
by Jenny Tilby Stock 

Reginald John Rudall (1885-1955), lawyer and politician, was born on 27 September 1885 at Gawler, South Australia, 
elder child of Samuel Bruce Rudall, a South Australian-born solicitor, and his wife Margaret, née McNeil, who came 
from Victoria. Reg attended Queen's School, North Adelaide, the Collegiate School of St Peter, and the University of 
Adelaide (LL.B., 1906) where he won a Stow prize. He was articled to his father in 1902 and admitted on 20 April 
1907 as a barrister and solicitor. Tallish, lean and athletic, he played football, cricket and tennis, and captained the 
Gawler hockey team. In 1908 he was awarded a Rhodes scholarship. He read at Christ Church, Oxford (B.Litt., 1911), 
before working in his father's firm at Gawler. On 20 January 1914 he married Kathleen Clara Sutherland in the chapel 
of St Peter's College; they were to have two sons, John ('Jake') Glasgow (b.1920) and Peter Sutherland (b.1922). 
Prepared by several years membership of a rifle club, and service in the King Edward's Horse at Oxford, Rudall 
enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 11 August 1915 and was commissioned on 16 December. He trained in 
Egypt and England, and in December 1916 joined the 50th Battalion in France. In January 1917 he was detached to 

https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/294395


 

the headquarters of the 13th Brigade; next month he was promoted lieutenant. Sent to London in September 1918, 
he was appointed assistant-director in the newly formed A.I.F. Education Service. He took charge of the London 
office, as a captain from January 1919, until he embarked for Adelaide in May. 
 
After his A.I.F. appointment terminated on 29 July, Rudall returned to his practice at Gawler and lectured (1920-25) 
in constitutional law at the University of Adelaide. In July 1933 he stood as the Liberal and Country League's 
candidate for Barossa and was elected to the House of Assembly. As a back-bencher he was a fiscal conservative, but 
he supported the development of free public libraries in South Australia. With the abolition of multi-member 
electorates, Rudall won the seat of Angas in March 1938. His 'ability . . . industry, and the charm of his rugged 
personality' made him an exceptional chairman of committees in the last months of (Sir) Richard Butler's 
government. 
 
(Sir) Thomas Playford became premier in November 1938. Rudall was immediately elevated to the cabinet. As 
commissioner of crown lands (1938-44), minister of lands (1944-46), minister of repatriation (1938-46) and minister 
of irrigation (1938-46), he was involved in the soldier-settlement scheme in a State that bore the scars of earlier 
unsuccessful efforts. His credentials as a returned soldier, and his open-minded and judicious approach, alleviated 
criticism when bureaucratic and financial problems with the Federal government and his own department delayed 
the selection and purchase of suitable land. He retained warm relations with returned servicemen and became a 
valuable legal adviser to the Returned Sailors', Soldiers' and Airmen's Imperial League of Australia. 
 
Rudall's life, however, had been shattered by the deaths of his sons (Peter in H.M.A.S. Sydney on 20 November 1941, 
and Jake at Buna, Papua, in December 1942). The premier smoothed his path to the Legislative Council, to which he 
was elected as a member for Midland in 1944. He helped to steer through a recalcitrant Legislative Council bills to 
control the dividend rates and share issues of the virtually monopolistic Adelaide Electric Supply Co., to set up a royal 
commission into, and ultimately to nationalize, the company in the form of the Electricity Trust of South Australia. 
Invoking protection of the people against exploitation, he endeavoured to guarantee reliable and fairly priced 
electricity. 
 
For the remainder of his career Rudall served as attorney-general (from April 1946), minister of education (April 
1946 to December 1953) and minister of industry and employment (from December 1953). He was tested by the 
education ministry as the neglected and under-funded state system faced an unprecedented increase in the number 
of school children. A popular visitor to schools, he travelled as much as he had done when overseeing the far-flung 
soldier settlements, charming the most disgruntled with his empathy and wit. Although welcomed as an 
approachable minister by harried teachers' organizations, he was unable to obtain sufficient resources from the 
government to avert serious overcrowding in dilapidated classrooms or to maintain a supply of properly trained 
staff. His relations with the teachers deteriorated and in July 1953 he refused to meet an approved deputation. On 
15 December he relinquished the portfolio. 
Rudall was a heavy smoker. He suffered from emphysema and was increasingly absent from parliament in 1953 and 
1954. Survived by his wife, he died of hypertensive ventricular failure on New Year's Day 1955 in Calvary Hospital, 
North Adelaide; he was accorded a state funeral and was buried in the A.I.F. cemetery, West Terrace. By nature 
somewhat indolent and unambitious, Rudall might have had a more brilliant career were it not for the deaths of his 
sons. 
Citation details 
Jenny Tilby Stock, 'Rudall, Reginald John (1885–1955)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of 
Biography, Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/rudall-reginald-john-11582/text20675, 
published first in hardcopy 2002, accessed online 31 October 2017. 
 
This article was first published in hardcopy in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 16, (MUP), 2002 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Additional Biography 
 
 

As the biography above gives many details of Geoffrey’s life and work, the profile below will mainly add details of 
Geoffrey’s early University life both at Adelaide and Oxford plus relevant family information, newspaper articles and 
photographs which help tell his story.  
 

Early Life 
 
Reginald John Rudall was born on 27th of September 1885 at Gawler, South Australia. Know as RJ or Reg, he was the 
eldest child of lawyer and Member of Parliament, Samuel Bruce Rudall and Margaret Rudall (née McNeil). His 

grandfather John Rudall had been the first town clerk of Gawler, and the first solicitor to practise there.  
 

 
 

Samuel Bruce Rudall MP L.L.B (Adelaide 1906) Member of the Council of The University of Adelaide 1911 - 1915 
 

Schooling 
 
Reg attended Miss Burton's Private School in Gawler from 1895 to 1896, Queen's School in North Adelaide from 
1897 to 1899, and the Collegiate School of St Peter from 1900 to 1902. He played football, cricket and tennis, and 
captained the Gawler Hockey Team. 
 

Adelaide University 
 
Reg read law at the University of Adelaide from 1903 and graduated LL.B. in 1906 where he won a Stow prize.  
 

University Sport 
 
Football 
 
Reg played football for the Adelaide University football club in the Adelaide and Suburban Association in 1906 and 
1907 (the first two years of the Club’s formal existence). He  represented Adelaide University at the I906 Intervarsity 
competition in 1906 and in 1907 he was the teams reserve and manager. He also represented the Adelaide and 
Suburban Association in a match against Broken Hill in June 1907. 

 
 



 

1906 Intervarsity Football Team 

 
R.J. Rudall – Back Row – Third from Left 

Back Row – MH Moyes, CR Doudy, LW Gill, RW Tassie, RJ Rudell, WG Reid and NE Seppelt 

Sitting – HM Muirhead, AT Jefferis, TH Donnelly (vice-capt), HWD Stoddart (capt), SGL Catchlove, JSK Maclennan, SW Jeffries 

Front – CC Okely, CE Dolling, EHB Nancarrow, EB Jones and J Jona 

Lacrosse 

While no evidence has been located that Reg played lacrosse for Adelaide University, he was the team’s manager for 

the 1907 Intervarsity competition in Melbourne in 1907. 
 

1907 Adelaide University Intervarsity Lacrosse 

 

R.J. Rudall – Back Row – Fifth from Left 
Back: G.A.Harvey, C.E.Dolling, L.W.Jeffries, D.R.W.Cowan, R.J.Rudall (mngr),D.M.Steele, H.K.Fry, O.M.Moulden, E.C.Black. 

Middle: C.Yeatman, L.O.Betts (vice capt), R.A.Goode (capt),S.J.K.McClennan, G.C.Campbell,E.A.H.Russell (sec). 
Front: R.J.Verco, M.Ericksen. 



 

Athletics 
Reg competed in the Mile Race at the Amateur Association Athletics meeting in September 1906. 
 

Pre-War Career 
 
Reg practised law with his father at Rudall & Rudall and in the firm G. & J. Downer. On 20th of  April 1907, he was 
admitted to the South Australian Bar. In February 1908 Reg was awarded the Rhodes Scholarship and many more 
details regarding his early life, interests and sporting achievements are included in the newspaper report below. 
 

 



 

Oxford University 
 
Reg was farewelled by the people of Gawler in July 1908 and he sailed for London on the R.M.S. ‘China’ on the 9th of 
July 1908. 
 

  
 

 
 



 

His letters home to his parents and were regularly published in the Gawler newspaper, the Bunyip and give details of 
his journeys and life in his own words. Links to the letters are listed at the end of the profile.  
 
The letters describe his stopover in Colombo (Sri Lanka), a week in London, The Oxford Club (debating Society), The 
Coxwainlers Fours at Oxford and a cycling tour in the holidays in 1909 where he rode (and sometimes took the train) 
from Oxford to Chipping Norton, Stratford-Upon-Avon, Birmingham, Nantwich, Garstang, Kendal, Carlisle, Dumfries, 
Darmellington, Ayr, Crianlarich, Connet Ferry, Ballachmulish (Loch Leven Hotel), Fort Augustus, Dingwall, Daviot, 
Pitlochry, Callander, Trossachs, Stirling, Edingurgh, Jedburgh, Durham, Ripon, Grantham, Melton Mowbray, 
Leicester, Rugby, and back to Oxford.  
 
Further letters describe his cycling tour of the Isle of Wight and the New Forrest (1909), a trip to Norway (1910), the 
South of England (1910) and a cycling tour of Ireland (1911). In December 1910 news arrived in Australia that Reg 
had been elected president of the Colonial Club and in July 1911 Reg was awarded a Bachelorship of Literature at 
Oxford (Christ Church College). 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
The article below describes one of the days Reg spent in Edinburgh in 1909. 
  



 



 

  



 

Back in Australia 
Reg returned to Australia in November 1911 and was given a welcome by the people of Gawler. He recommenced 
practicing law with his father’s firm at Gawler. In January 1914 he married Miss Kathleen C. Sutherland.  
 

 
 



 

World War I 

The 11th of August 1915 Reg enlisted. He had served three years in the King’s Colonials while at Oxford and had been 

a member of the Gawler Rifle Club for 5 years. Reg was almost 30 years of age, 6 foot tall, weighing 164 lbs, with a 

fair complexion, blue eyes and brown hair. He commenced as a private and attended both NCO and Officers School. 

He received his commission on the 16th of December 1915. 

Approx 1916 - Second Re-enforcements, 50th Battalion 

 

R.J Rudall – Front Row – Seventh from Left 
 

Reg embarked from Adelaide on the HMAT A60 Aeneas on the 11th of April 1916 and was taken on strength as a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the 50th Battalion on 9th December 1916. He proceeded overseas to France on 7th of December 1916. 
On the 1st of January 1917, he was detached for duty with the 13th Infantry Brigade Headquarters. He was promoted 
to Lieutenant of the 19th of February 1917. On 3rd of September 1918, Reg was sent to England on leave and was 
then posted to the Education Service. On the 21st of December 1918, he was posted to the Repatriation and 
Demobilisation Department. He was promoted to Captain on the 3rd of January 1919. On the 25th Mach 1919 he 
rejoined the Education Service. 
 

 



 

Reg returned to Australia onboard the RMS Kaisar-I-Hind arriving on the 14th of June 1919 and his appointment was 
terminated on the 29th of July 1919 due to “cessation of hostilities”.  
 

 
 

7 March 1918 - Group portrait of the officers of the 13th Brigade Staff 

Belgium: Flanders, West-Vlaanderen, Heuvelland, Locre 

 
R.J. Rudall – Back Row – Second from Left 

Seated left-right: Capt. T.G. Clarke, (I.O), Capt. T.S. Louch (Brigade major), Brigadier-General T.W. Glasgow, Capt. A. Nicholson (Staff 
Captain), Lieut. R.H. Lackman (Staff trainee). 

Standing: Lieut. E.H. Churcher (Gas Officer), Lieut. W. Lee (Sig. Officer), Lieut. R.J. Rudall (Courts Martial Officer), and M. Georges Chidaine 
(French Interpreter). 



 

Post-WWI 
After the War he returned to the Gawler law practice and involved himself in the local community and in 
particular the Returned Sailors and Soldiers' Returned Services League where for many years served as 
their legal advisor. In 1933 he was elected the Liberal and Country League's member for the Barossa in the 
House of Assembly. In 1938 Rudall won the seat of Angas. When Tom Playford became premier in 
November 1938 Rudall was immediately elevated to the cabinet where he took on many roles.  
 

February 1920 – RSL Committee 

 

R.J. Rudall (Barossa District) – Second Row from Back – Third from Left 
 

October 1927 – Delegates to the Institutes’ Conference 

 

R.J. Rudall (Barossa District) – Fourth Row from Front – Second from Right 



 

1933 – Member of South Australian Parliament for Barossa 

        

August 1935 

 

R.J. Rudall – at left (with E. A. Sheridan and H. M. Hale) 

 



 

1936 
From a photo board by La Fayette Studios of the 

House of Assembly Members in the state's centenary year (1936). 

 

R.J. Rudall 
 

The newly formed Playford Cabinet from November 1938 

 
Cabinet Members: Hon. Albert Percy Blesing (Minister of Agriculture), Hon. John Reginald (sic) Rudall (Commissioner of Crown Lands), Hon. 

Sir George Ritchie (Chief Secretary), Hon. Thomas Playford (Premier), Hon. Shirley Williams Jeffries (Attorney General) and Hon. Malcolm 
McIntosh (Commissioner of Public Works). 

 
1939 

 

R.J. Rudall 



 

 

World War II 
 
World War II was a tragic time for the Rudall family. Their two boys Jake and Peter had grown into fine young men. 
They had attended St Peter’s College, and both played tennis and golf. The family frequently enjoyed holidays at Port 
Vincent, where they sailed a dinghy. In August 1939 Peter and Jake were playing golf at Gawler when Peter scored a 
hole-in-one. 
 

 
 

Jake was studying at Roseworthy Agricultural College and had just gained his Diploma in Agriculture when he 
enlisted in November 1940.  
 

 
Jake Rudall - seated on right 



 

 
1939 Roseworthy Football Team - Jake Rudall - back row third from right 

 
Jake became engaged to Miss Suzanne Dean, the daughter of Mr and Mrs E.L. Dean of Kalangadoo, in March 1941. 
He (SN SX10394) was a Lieutenant in the 2nd/10th Infantry Battalion. He served in Syria where he gained his 
commission. Sadly, he was killed in action, in Papua, on the 28th of December 1942, aged 22 years. 
 
Peter (S11189, PA2017) was a law student at Adelaide University when he enlisted in July 1940 as an Ordinary 
Seaman. He was killed in Action (Sinking of HMAS Sydney), Indian Ocean, 20 November 1941, aged 19 years. 
 

            

  J.G Rudall                                             P.S. Rudall 



 

May 1944 – Election to the Upper House 

 
 

Post-WWII 
September 1945 – Congress of the Agricultural Bureau 

 

R.J. Rudall – Second from Left 



 

April 1946  

 

Attorney General and Minister for Education 
 

July 1947 

 
Caricature of R.J. Rudall in ‘The Mail’ 



 

March 1950 

 
 

Death 
 
Reg died of hypertensive ventricular failure on New Year's Day 1955 in Calvary Hospital, North Adelaide (aged 69); he 
was accorded a state funeral and was buried in the A.I.F. cemetery, West Terrace. He was survived by his wife. 
 

 

Headstone at A.I.F. Cemetery, West Terrace 
 

Kathleen Clara Rudall passed away on the 13th of August 1958 aged 72 and is buried at Centennial Park, Adelaide.  
 



 

Profile Compiled by: Beth Filmer AUFC/AUCC WW1 Memorial Committee 
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