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The deathof Mrs. J. O'Farrell (Sister

Marianne Rawson, R.R.C), which occur-
red this monthat her home,12 Burrindi

Road,Caulfield,recalls an earlyand heroic
chapter In the annalsof the Australian

nursing service, for SisterRawsonwas in
charge of the splendid little band of 10
nursing sisters who left Melbourne In 1900

with the third Bushmen's Contingent

for serviceini SouthAfrica underthe Im
perlalGovernment,

underthe termsof a
special cablemessage from the High Com-
missioner of the Cape. For her devoted

services Sister Rawson was subsequently

awarded the RoyalRed Cross,whileone
of her

companions(Sister IsabelIvy) was
officially mentionedin despatches. An-
othernurse,SisterF. E. Hines,died
whileon active service, and the entire unit
receivedthe highestpossiblepraisefor
their work.
Sister MarianneRawson obtainedher

nursing training in England and at the
RotundaHospital, Dublin.On her arrival
In

Australia

she was matron for two years

at the Women'sHospital, Carlton, Mel-
bourne,and subsequentlywent to Western
Australia,where she openeda private
Hospital.This however,was burnt, and
SisterRawsonwas then asked to under-
take the

organisation
and control of the

Government Hospital, Kalgoorlie. On her
returnfrom the South African war »he
went back to Western Australia.Her mar-
riage took place shortly after,and her
home of recent yearshad been in Mel-
bourne.


